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The New Choice for High-Quality Video Recording That will Last for Generations 


y Introducing a whole new and superior way £0 record, 
play back, edit and print your video images. It’s called 
Digital Video. The new standardized format in the 
industry. And it delivers some powerful features: 


500 Lines of Horizontal Resolution—dcouble that of VHS. 


¢ Digital Component Recording using a bandwidth three times VHS, 
resulting in virtual elimination of color blurring. 


Time Base Correction for stable picture and minimal jitter. 
Error Correction system that compensates for tape dropout errors. 





Digital Audio (PEM) Recording with up to S6dBs of dynamic range. 
Time Code (Hr:Min:Sec:Fr) for accurate editing. 


Digital Video Interface that allows editing with 
virtually no deterioration of picture or sound quality. 
Conforms to IEEE 1394 protocol to allow direct 
linking with computers in the future. And it’s only 
available on a Sony Digital Handycam camcorder. 


Cassette Memory that uses an IC chip to build a “table of contents” 
for easy searching—also only available from Sony. 
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Sony Unleashes the Full Potential of the New Digital Video Format 


Sony's new DCR-VX1000 camcorder features: 


© 3 CCD Camera System that uses a Dichronic 


Prism and three 410,000 pixel CCDs ¢ Super Steadyshot™ Picture 





(red, green, blue) for excellent color fidelity. Stabilization with Motion 
* Adaptive Frame Interpolation (AFI) technology to minimize jagged- | Sensors .and an Active 
edges in still images when in Photo Mode or printing still videos. Prism that steadies even 


high-frequency shaking 
with no loss in details or 
' reduction in size. 


© Audio Digital Signal Processing and 4-Capsule Microphone for clear’ 
stereo separation and superior wind noise reduction. 


-@ Magnesium Alloy Body for a durable yet lightweight chassis. 
CIRCLE NO. 92, ON READER SERVICE CARD 


e Precision Color Viewfinder that uses over 180,000 pixels with a 
separate Information Sub-Panel (time code, battery, tape remaining). 


Minimizes even severe camera shake. 
1009 . 
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Adcom components are critically 
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SEL Before you call a contractor 


or run to the home impro- 
vement store, let an Adcom 
home theater GTP-600 
tuner/preamplifier dupli- 
cate the dramatic depths of 
a large listening area. The GTP-600 and an 
award-winning Adcom power amplifier 
can instantly create a custom soundstage 





UNNI OVATIONS 
CONSUME 


Ss 
R ELECTRONICS SHOW 


acclaimed year after year 


for your favorite movies or musical events, 
without physically adding a square foot of 
space. Providing switching for up to 
four video sources and four audio sources, 
the GTP-600 gives you the flexibility to 
customize your audio/video system for 
years to come. Composite or S-video con- 
nections provide a high definition signal 


—. 





sensor 


shift (8-14) 


tuning > audio mute high blend 


path for maximum video 
quality. And with features 
like Adcom’s exclusive 
Cinema Surround 
circuitry and Dolby Pro 
Logic® decoding, the 
GTP-600 brings cutting 
edge home theater tech- 
nology to your fingertips. 
Logical control 
groupings and pre- 
programmed DSP (Digital 
Signal Processing) modes Me G7P-600 keeps you in conn 


of the action with an easy-to-usi 
learning remote. 





allow easy, precise adjust- 
ments for a variety of custom-tailored, 
psycho-acoustically correct listening envi- 
ronments. The user friendly “‘smart” on- 
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screen display keeps you fully informed your home that 
and makes system balancing easy and you can feel as 

accurate. These features couple well as see and 
ideally with the GTP-600’s advanced, hear. Pick up 
programmable remote which lets you the right tools 
command up to eight additional system for the job at 
components. This sophisticated combina- your local 
tion consistently delivers sound exactly Adcom dealer se vatenetataaatyptedierga much krpercrca 
the way you want to hear it. And the today. You’ll realize that our state-of-the-art 
details? Typically Adcom. Gold plated components hit the nail on the head every 
RCA connectors, precision 1% tolerance time. 
Roederstein metal-film resistors and high ® 
speed linear gain amplifiers are just a few ADCOM 
of the many outstanding design elements 8 
that give the GTP-600 its exceptional audio . 3 
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and video quality. Now, with Adcom e 


; ge 11 Elkins Road, East Brunswick, NJ 08816 U.S.A. (908) 390-1130. 
home theater you can build an addition to _ Distributed in Canada by PRO ACOUSTICS INC. Montréal, Québec (514) 344-1226 
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ply related. a TV and a VCR born together. 
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\ J clodyne is the king of subwoofers. In fact, we're hear clearer sound — you'll feel it — all the way down to 18Hz. 


the only one that can honestly claim distortion of You'll get more convenience, too, thanks to the 
‘ less than one percent. handy remote provided with the F-1500R. It puts all the 
. Every Velodyne product is testament to the genius power of a Velodyne right at your fingertips. 
of president and founder David Hall, who virtually re- Make the Velodyne F-1500R Powered Subwoofer 
invented the modern loudspeaker. His patented servo- part of your home entertainment system, and feel the : 
controlled woofers and innovative designs mean you'll bass. It'll make you proud you've chosen the very best. ' > 


Beyond Servo: Velodyne’s patented anti-distortion circuit samples the woofer’s response 3,500 times each second, 
ensuring that only the audio signal is reproduced. With Velodyne the music comes through, error-free. 


® 
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The Bottom Line In Bass™ 


Velodyne Acoustics, Ine,* 1070 Commercial St., Suite 101 * San Jose, CA 95112 © (408) 436-7270. or (800) 835-6396 © 1995 Velodyne Acoustics, Inc. All rights reserved Velodyne is a registered trademark. 
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TOUR GUIDES 
StarSight and VideoGuide program guides compared 


38 BEDTIME STORY 
Three $1,000 “bedroom theater’ upgrades 


42 BASSIC INSTINCT 
VIDEO Test Special: 11 powered subwoofers compared 


HOME 51 SONY KV-32XBRI100 32-inch TV set 
VIDI 56 YAMAHA RX-V2090 & DDP-1 A/V receiver & AC-3 decoder 
62 TOSHIBA M-761 Six-head VHS Hi-Fi VCR 





VID 77 THE CLEANER Simple remedies for noisy video 
80 NEW TECH Sony step-down digital camcorder 
83 VIDEOTEST Panasonic PV-DV1000 digital camcorder 






FAST FORWARD 32-bit-game news, a digital agenda 
96 NEW TECH STD arcade-style PlayStation joystick 
96 SOFTWIRE Re-elect JFK, Discovering Shakespeare 
SHORTWARE Atlantic Technology sub/sat system 


CHANNEL ONE The trip to bountiful 
FEEDBACK DSS variety, wide pipers 
FAST FORWARD FCC cuts, new DBS systems 

DIGITAL REALITY DirecTV’s digital earthstation 

NEW TECH GE DSS system, Pioneer rear-projector 
SHORTWARE Zenith 60-inch rear-projector, ProScan 
AC-3-ready LD player, Parasound six-channel power amp 
SOFTWIRE Crimson Tide, The Santa Clause, French Kiss 

OFF THE AIR Kids’ hyper-realistic style hides a monster movie 
ON THE COVER ProScan PSLD46 (page 72), Yamaha DDP-1 


and RX-V2090 (page 56), Hsu HRSW12V (page 42) 
COVER PHOTO Tony Cordoza 












The Trip 
to Bountiful 


B AT THE START OF “TOUR GUIDES,” 


Rob Sabin’s exhaustive look at 






the on-screen program guides offered 






by StarSight and VideoGuide 





(page 26), we ask, at our rhetorical best, what’s on TV? If, through a 

clearly heroic effort, you’ve managed to keep up with advances in 
technology, the answer is that your options are almost dizzying 

in breadth. ™ Team a basic cable package of local channels and the 
medium’s stalwarts with DSS’s best—a USSB movie pack and a full slate of 
DirecTV channels—and the “500-channel universe” of the vague and 

hazy future loses much of its sex appeal. Yes, Virginia, you can have a 
Blockbuster or Tower video shop inside your very own TV. ™ Add a couple 
of DirecTV’s sports packs to the mix and you'll feel like you could put 
ESPN out of business. The sports packs are liberating to the point of 
intoxication: A football fan who’s, say, doomed to live in New York and, 
through the iron-handed decrees of sadistic network programmers, 

suffer through interminably ugly Jets and Giants games can actually— 
wonder of wonders—dial in an exciting game for a change. Don’t get me 


started on basketball, the Knicks, and the Nets. &@ Tie these sources to 


one of the new VCRs that can control a DSS receiver and cable box, 

like RCA’s VR725HF (page 66), and you can archive enough programming to 
keep you entertained through a full winter’s hibernation and, possibly, 

an entire presidential campaign. Though you may want to wait for a 

model that includes these features and Index Plus+ (page 16), which can 

help you keep track of your tapes’ contents via friendly on-screen directories. 
@ Some of us, of course, are a wee bit fed up with the same old same old. 
“Feedback”-contributor Steve Brightman (page 10) surely isn’t alone in 

being underwhelmed by a mere geometrical increase in pay-per-view choices 
or “events” such as Lea Thompson's debut in a network sitcom. Since demand 
is the one thing that can budge program suppliers of any stripe, 

it's clear that only by spending our movie-going dollars and Nielsen-rated 
home-viewing hours on quality rather than quantity will we continue to 

enjoy entertainment fare like Pulp Fiction, Howards End, Law and Order, and 


the late, lamented My So-Called Life. What you see is what you get. 


Bil Ob. 
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She got the: house, 


the: car, and the. furniture. 


(And youre still married.) 





©1995 Pioneer Electronics (USA) Inc., Long Beach, CA. 
Custom audio/video design and installation by JG Communications, Inc., Northridge, CA. 





With all due respect to your better half, perhaps 
its time you balanced things out a little. Well, a 
Pioneer® Cinema Wide Television certainly would 


be a great way to start. It simply gives you more 








picture than conventional sets, while innovations 
like Vertical Contour Control and Multi-Point 
Digital Convergence add up to the sharpest picture 
available today. Plus the new Intelligent System 


Control in our 5 Series gives you one-touch 





control of your components, even those by other 
brands. And our TVs are just the cornerstone 

of our full range of home theater equipment. So 
call us at 1-800-PIONEER for a dealer near you. 


And take custody of one of our TVs. 
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The Art of Entertainment 
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SHAKE IT UP 
It's understandable that some people 
are complaining about DSS picture 
quality, but I’m surprised that no one 
has commented about the nature of 
the programming itself. If | may ex- 
trapolate the milkshake/drinking-straw 
metaphor in Ken Pohlmann’s article 
on MPEG and DSS [“Digital Reality,” 
September 1995], DSS is just another 
straw into the existing vanilla milk- 
shake, offering little that’s not already 
available to big-dish owners. What we 
need are straws into strawberry and 
chocolate milkshakes; | can think of 
several European satellite/TV ser- 
vices that'd be welcome additions. 
DSS could be an even bigger hit if it 
brought something new to the party. 
For now, it’s really useful only to those 
wishing to add some heft to cable 
TV’s watery vanilla milkshake. 
Steve Brightman 
steve.brightman@dalsemi.com 
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I've had an RCA DSS system for al- 
most a year and am very pleased with 
it. The only drawbacks to the system 
are that you have to have a receiver 
for every channel you want to receive 
simultaneously and that you can’t 
time-shift a DSS program with your 
VCR. Why haven’t RCA or Sony de- 
veloped a VCR that can drive their 
DSS receivers, as they have with ca- 
ble boxes? 
Tom Watson 
Alpharetta, GA 
VaMas@aol.com 


DSS was designed to be a better ca- 
ble TV; VCR manufacturers are re- 
leasing models that can control DSS 
receivers (see page 66). —Ed. 


AT THE MULTIPLEX 

In his discussion of MPEG and DSS, 
Ken Pohlmann described a pro- 
cess called “statistical multiplexing,” in 





which bits are assigned to channels 
based on the relative complexity of 
their signals. Does the use of this 
process mean that the quality of a 
movie | tape from my DSS system de- 
pends on the complexity of the other 
channels being broadcast at the same 
time? If | tape one movie at two differ- 
ent times, will they have different lev- 
els of quality? 
Chris Noell 
Cincinnati 


Excellent questions. Though it all 
starts with the quality inherent in the 
source material, the picture quality of 
any DSS program ultimately depends 
on its needs relative to those of the 
programs on the other channels. The 
only way that two airings of one movie 
could be of identical quality would be 
if the entire block of channels under- 
going statistical multiplexing were the 
same at both times—extremely un- 

















likely, if not impossible. Note, howev- 

er, that these types of qualitative dif- 

ferences are subtle in the extreme. 
—Ed. 


COAX TO GRIND 

In your otherwise excellent review of 
Sony’s DSS system [“Heaven Sent,” 
September 1995], you state that RG-6 


coaxial cable, which has an imped- 
ance of 50 ohms, should be used in- 
stead of RG-59 because of the latter’s 
75-ohm impedance. In fact, both ca- 
bles have 75-ohm impedance. RG-6 
is preferable because it exhibits less 
loss, and it only costs 1 cent more per 
foot than RG-59. 
David E. Stoner 
Spacelink Satellite Systems 
Johnstown, OH 


BEN HURTS 
| enjoyed “Wide Scene” [October 
1995], but how could you leave out 


7 


HE 


Ben Hur, one of the most spectacular 
and honored of all widescreen 
movies? The chariot race alone justi- 
fies its inclusion. | agree, however, 
that Spartacus is definitely a cut 
above most others. 

Joe Durham 


Kaplan, LA 


“Wide Scene” was an excellent article. 
I'd like to add, regarding Cinema- 
Scope, that the original release of 
The Robe (and some later releases) 
was intended for projection on a 
curved screen—not the deep curve of 
Cinerama, but curved nonetheless. 
Since many exhibitors chose to pur- 
chase a CinemaScope projector/lens 
system but forgo the curved screen, 
the result in these theaters was good 
focus center-screen but soft focus on 
the edges. 
Jack Ballard 
Lewisburg, WV 


MOMENT OF 


FORCE OF HABIT 
When all three “Star Wars” movies 
were remastered by THX and re- 
leased last year in that massive—and 
costly—laserdisc box set ($250), | 
was astounded . . . and dismayed. | 
wanted the THX versions of these 
movies, but | was put off by the price 
and the CAV format, since | find that 
its additional side breaks disrupt the 
movie-watching experience. Hats off 
to George Lucas and FoxVideo for fi- 
nally releasing the movies as THX-ap- 
proved CLV discs ($60 apiece). | feel 
sorry, though, for all of those poor 
souls who splurged for the CAV box! 
May the Force be with you! 
Mike Kuhimann 
Pompano Beach, FL 


INTERFACE THE MUSIC 

Regarding the digital camcorders you 
wrote about [“Cam Shift,” “Fast For- 
ward,” October 1995], will | be able to 





TRUTH 





You can feel it in your system the moment you turn your Denon Home Theater on. The experience of lifelike soundscapes 
reproduced by Denon’s Surround.Sound through discrete Dolby” AC-3 and Pro Logic; Lucasfilm’s THX” and Denon’s DDSC 
circuitry. Thisis what sets Denon’s Home Theater components apart from the rest. 

Denon Advanced Home Theater. The difference between watching and being there. 


Denofi Electronics’a division of Denon Corporation (USA); 222 New’Road; Parsippany, NJ 07054 (201)57: 
‘0 Logie. and double-D dem t 








5-7810 The First Name in Digital Home Theater 
Ltd, - 
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CIRCLE NO. 75 ON READER SERVICE CARD 











Youre Invited! 

Next spring, the best high end 
audio and home theater show in 
the world is coming to New York! 
Hifi ‘96: The Home Theater and 
Specialty Audio Show will be held 
from Wednesday, May 29th - 
Sunday, June 2nd at the famous 
and elegant Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel. 

The show kicks off with the 
Academy Trade Days, two days 
designed to attract dealers, distrib- 
utors and press from around the 
world. The Academy for the 
Advancement of High End Audio 
is proud to sponsor the Academy 
Trade Days. 

It will be here at Hifi ‘96 where 
you can see and hear all of the 
most exotic, best sounding audio 
and home theater products, and 
meet many of the people who 
create them. 

We hope to see you there. 


Chris Browder 
President of the Academy for the 


Advancement of High End Audio 


THE ACADEMY 
FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT 
OF 





This column is presented by The Academy for the Ad- 
vancement of High End Audio, an organization dedi- 
cated to the recognition of excellence and the promo- 
tion of greater awareness of high end audio. 








download my creations directly onto 
the Internet? 

Bryan Makishi 

102234.3263@compuserve.com 


Sony's digital camcorders have what 
they call a “DV interface,” which is a 
standard computer connection, so 
you can link one of their cams to a 
computer. The problem is that no one 
currently makes software that can de- 
code a DV cam’s signal, which is en- 
coded with a data-reduction method 
called discrete cosine transform 
(DCT). —Ed. 


sos/2 
| think your memorial service for OS/2 
[“Warp Jive,” “Multimedia,” October 
1995] may be a bit premature, as 
IBM’s operating system remains more 
stable and less constricted in terms of 
memory than Windows 95. It’s impos- 
sible for any system to compete with 
Windows software in the marketplace, 
of course, but I'll continue to use 
OS/2 for another year or two until 
Win95 is fully debugged and im- 
proved. In any case, Win95 remains 
an inferior product that dominates the 
market only by way of an illegal an- 
titrust violation. Thanks to a Justice 
Department slap on the wrist, Mi- 
crosoft will get away with their ill-got- 
ten gains, and the end users will lose. 
Jim Gray 
cosmo@america.net 


VIDEO, “Feedback” — 


3 Broadway, 45th f 





OS/2 is not dead. It offers many ad- 
vantages to the user that Windows 95 
doesn't, including better crash protec- 
tion and better performance with lega- 
cy apps. And IBM hasn't given up on 
OS/2—Warp Fullpack and Warp Con- 
nect have been released, and Warp 
Server is in the beta stage. 
Shawn Fogg 
Team OS/2 
71201.2435@compuserve.com 


Our conclusions about IBM's plans for 





OS/2 as a consumer product were 
based on widely quoted statements 
made by Louis V. Gerstner, the com- 
pany’s chairman. — Ed. 


SUBSERVIENT 
| enjoyed your shootout of stereo 
amps [“Power Trip,” June 1995]. 
Please do a shootout of powered sub- 
woofers; it’d be a great help to your 
readers. 
Jeff Dietrich 
Riverside, CA 


See “Bassic Instinct” (page 42) for a 
comparison test of 11 powered sub- 
woofers. —Ed. 


| want to buy a subwoofer, and my re- 
ceiver has an RCA-jack subwoofer 
output. If | buy a subwoofer without an 
internal amplifier, will | have to buy an 
amplifier especially for it, or can | use 
the receiver to drive the sub? 
Matt Greene 
Phoenix 


You could use your receiver to drive a 
passive (nonpowered) sub that has 
input and output speaker terminals 
(the receiver's “main” speaker termi- 
nals would run to the sub’s speaker 
inputs, and its speaker outputs would 
run to your main speakers), but that 
probably would put too much of a 
drain on the receiver, and we don't 
recommend it. If cost is a factor, know 
that there are several fine powered 
subs (with built-in amps) with street 
prices of about $600, including M&Kk’s 
V-125, Cambridge SoundWorks’ Pow- 
ered Subwoofer, Boston Acoustics’ 
VR500, and Allison’s MS-P10. —Ed. 


AC-3 AND OUT 
I’ve been into home theater for a long 
time, and | admit my system is some- 
what primitive—Mitsubishi 31-incher, 
Bose Acoustimass speakers, no line- 
doubler or powered subwoofer. Do |, 
as you asked in “Split Decision” 
[“Channel One,” October 1995], yearn 
for something better? | may want a 
line-doubler, but | don’t see needing 
AC-3—my front, center, and rear 
speakers fill the room pretty well, and 
my Dolby Pro Logic decoder provides 

everything | need. 
James H. Harper 
Bremerton, WA 
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Acurus 
Rated 

Number 

One 


ACURUS vs THEM 








In a twelve amplifier comparison test Video Magazine ranked the Acurus A150 
amplifier number one. The Acurus received an A grade in both Sound Quality 
and Construction! “More importantly, this amp delivered fons of punch-signifi- 
cantly more than | expected from a ‘150-watl amp. The sound had outstanding 
dynamic outlines and impact, trap drums and big bass events were impressively 
rendered. There was also an open, highly detailed, but never harsh character 
to the sound, with notable depth and ‘space’.” — Dan Kumin, Video Magazine 


acurus f 


— 





MONDIAL DESIGNS LIMITED 
20 Livingstone Ave., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 + 914-693-8008 + Fax 914-693-7199 
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Ever notice that the more a video 
is played, the fuzzier the image 
becomes? You've certainly noticed 
that old videos have more “snow” 
than new videos. And until now, 
the only thing you could do was sit 
back and watch. 

Toshiba introduces 
Digital Noise Reduction 
(DNR), 
available LONE | 
only on the Toshiba 
M781 VCR. The DNR 
circuit examines 
the brains behind the each frame of the 
Toshiba M781. picture, finds the 
noise elements and removes them 
- restoring old and worn tapes to 
near their original clarity. It also 
sharpens dull, faded video images. 

With the DNR circuit engaged, 
the M781 offers the finest picture 
playback quality of any VHS 


DNR circuit - 


VCR. Which is 
especially impor- 
tant on big screen 
and projection 
TVs. To sharpen 
quality further, the 
M781 features 6 
video 

heads 

and 2 audio heads. 


“Snow” and interference seen on older, worn tapes. (Simulated picture) 


Toshiba's advanced DNR restores them to almost original condition. 


At 19 microns 
wide, the V3 video heads are 


the world’s narrowest, 
ensuring a clear signal. 


In Touch with Tomorrow 


TOSHIBA 


Toshiba America Consumer Products, Inc., 82 Totowa Road, Wayne, NJ 07470 


http:/ /www. toshiba . com 
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You could even say that the M781 
is the difference between watching 
an old movie and enjoying 

a classic. 

Take a close look at Digital Noise 
Reduction, the most advanced 
video technology available. You'll 
see that it takes the worst video 
on the shelf to demonstrate the 
best VCR on the market. 

Until then, that warm, fuzzy feeling 
should be telling you something. 
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The Federal 
Communications 
Commission will be forced 
to do more with less in 
1996. Governmental 
downsizing is all the rage 
on Capitol Hill, and 





te 


congressional lawmakers 
are looking to “trim some 
fat” from the FCC. 

Last summer, a House 
subcommittee approved 
an FCC operating budget 
of $185 million, $40 million 
less than the agency had 
requested. In response, 
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FCC chairman Reed 
Hundt says he'll have to 
eliminate 221 positions 
through layoffs, early 
retirement buyouts, and 
field-office closings—a 
work-force reduction of 
approximately 10 percent. 
But the ax threatened 
to cut deeper last 
September, when a 
Senate appropriations 
subcommittee headed by 
presidential hopeful Phil 
Gramm (R-Texas) voted to 
slash an additional 20 
percent from the House 
version of the FCC budget. 
Hundt predicts that the 
FCC would be forced to 
eliminate hundreds more 
jobs if the Senate validates 
the subcommittee’s 
recommendation. In 
addition to seriously 
crimping the agency’s 
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As reported [“Channel 
One,” November 1995], 


the two digital-videodisc 
camps have agreed on a 
single format, which had 


not been named at 
presstime. 


The format will combine 
the bonded discs (made 


from two 0.6-mm 
substrates) and RS-PC 
error-correction system 


designed by Toshiba with 
the EFM Plus modulation 


system designed by 
Philips and Sony. AC-3 


sound is still the 
frontrunner for 
U.S.-bound 
discs, but its 
inclusion won't 
be a certainty 
until the 

final format 
specification is 
published (scheduled for 
late-October). 

e |BM emerged as the 
power broker in the 
merger. The computer 
giant pressed Philips and 
Sony to accept the 
bonded-disc approach 
because its thinner 
substrates are a better 
match for the blue lasers 
Big Blue is developing. 
IBM also pressed Toshiba 
to accept EFM Plus, since 
it's said to make the 
format “more robust.” 

e The naming of the new 


ability to function as a 
“cop on the information 
highway,” also at risk, 
Hundt says, is the FCC’s 
ability to administer 
spectrum auctions— 
where broadcasters are 
expected to bid for 
channel space to be 
used for high-definition 
television (HDTV) and 
other advanced digital TV 
services. 

At presstime, the FCC 
was trying to win back 
funding from Congress. 

— Marc Horowitz 


format remains a sticking 
point in regard to 
royalties. Philips and Sony 
continue to push MMCD 
to establish ties to the 
patents they hold on the 
music CD, while Toshiba 
and their allies are 
sticking by SD; a Toshiba 
press release issued 
roughly a week 

after the accord hailed the 
new format as an 
“SD-based system.” It 
also claimed that the new 
format should make 
widescreen TVs more 
popular and emphasized 
the benefits of AC-3. 

e@ Players and discs are 
still expected to arrive in 
Fall 1996, with hardware 
prices of $500 to $600. 
Software distributors are 
maintaining their relative 
silence regarding disc 
pricing. — Bill Wolfe 





Virtually all problems with 
Sony’s DSS receivers have 
been cleared up thanks 
to a software “patch” 
implemented by Sony and 
DSS program providers 
DirecTV and USSB. 

The problems arose in 
Sony’s SAS-B1 and 
SAS-BD1 DSS systems 
when DirecTV began 
upgrading their encoders 
to MPEG-2 video in 
mid-August [“Sky 
Patch,” “Fast Forward,” 
November 1995]. Sony 
acknowledged that a 
“small percentage” of their 
DSS owners were 
experiencing numerous 
freeze frames and other 
picture distortion because 
the decoders in their DSS 
receivers were unable to 
properly process the 
MPEG-2 signal. 

DirecTV began 
downlinking the Sony- 
designed software code 
once every 60 
minutes on September 11 
and will continue to 
broadcast it “for an 
indefinite period,” though 
the code won't be 
permanently incorporated 
into the DirecTV data 
stream. Sony DSS owners 
don't have to take any 
action; the receiver simply 
needs to be plugged in 
and receiving a satellite 
signal. 

To determine whether a 
system has received the 


BUG: CLAYTON J. PRICE/THE STOCK MARKET 


code, go to the installation 
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menu and select the box 


in the top-left corner; if a 
Sony logo appears in the 
box, the upgrade has 
been made. 

e Widescreen aficionados 
got their first taste of 
widescreen DSS 
programming over the 
Labor Day weekend as 
DirecTV broadcast 
Apocalypse Now with a 
16:9 aspect ratio as part of 
their Direct Ticket pay-per- 
view movie program. 
Because the broadcast 
($3.99) was taken from the 
original theatrical release 
and wasn’t cropped or 
letterboxed for 
presentation on standard 
4:3 screens, it could only 
be viewed on widescreen 


indexterity | 
Gemstar, the company 
that developed the VCR 
Plus+ programming 
system, is now licensing 
their Index Plus+ 
tape-management and 
program-guide system to 
VCR manufacturers. JVC's 
HR-|IP820U four-head VHS 


Hi-Fi VCR (shown; $600) is 


the first model to incorpo- 
rate the Index Plus+ chip, 
and Gemstar has licensed 
the technology to Hitachi, 
Mitsubishi, Panasonic, 
Sharp, Sanyo, Thomson, 
and others. ' 

The chip employs the 
vertical blanking interval 
(VBI) to automatically store 
title, length, and ID 
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TV sets. DirecTV says the 
broadcast was more of a 
technology statement than 
the start of a widescreen 
trend. 

e DSS owners with 
audiophile leanings may 
be intrigued to learn that 
MSB Technology 
(415.747.0271) is now 
retrofitting DSS receivers 
to include a digital audio 
output. The upgrade, 
which comes from the 
same company that 
retrofits laserdisc players 
for AC-3 output [“Fit and 
Finished,” “Altered States,” 
October 1995], comes in 
two flavors—the signal 
can be routed toa 
conventional RCA jack 
($385) or to RCA and 
optical connectors 

($485). In either case, the 
audio signal bypasses the 
receiver's less-than- 
scintillating digital-to- 
analog (D/A) converter, 
enabling audiophiles to 
send it directly to an 
outboard D/A converter or 
some type of digital 

audio recorder (Such as a 
CD-R deck). —MH 


information every time a 
program is recorded, and 
uses this data to create a 
directory of up to 400 
programs. As long as the 
user gives the tapes in his 
or her library the same 
number used by the chip, 
determining which tape in 
the library holds a specific 
program is a simple matter 
of searching the directory; 
searches can be 
alphabetical, by title, or by 
tape number. Once the 
appropriate tape is 
inserted into the VCR, an 
on-screen menu of its 
contents can be dis- 
played, and playback of 
the desired program can 
be initiated simply by 















thin tv 

Fujitsu, Matsushita, NEC, 
Sony, and Thomson have 
joined Mitsubishi in 
discussing the plasma TV 
technology they're 
developing. Plasma tech 
endeavors to surpass LCD 
technology in achieving 
the holy grail of TV 
manufacturing: a thin, 
wall-mountable set with a 
perfectly flat screen. 

After revealing that they 
were finalizing a plasma 
set [“Plasma Attack,” 
“Fast Forward,” September 
1995], Mitsubishi recently 
stayed ahead of the pack 
by showing a 20-inch 
prototype for the 40-inch 
set they intend to 
debut in the first quarter 


highlighting it in the menu. 
The chip also works in 
conjunction with VCR 
Plus+ to set the VCR's 
clock automatically as well 
as decode and display a 
free on-screen channel 
guide that broadcasters 
may include in their VBI. 
The guide can provide 24 
hours of basic program 
info for the selected 
channel, including 
program name and 
channel number. It 
also has the potential to 





(plasma display panel), 
the prototype was a 
mere 2.5 inches thick; 
Mits says it has a 
resolution of 640 

x 480 pixels, though 
the 40-inch version is 
expected to improve 
on that figure 
dramatically. 

During the laserdisc- 
driven demonstration, the 
set's picture appeared 
somewhat dim and 
suffered from a low 
contrast ratio. But the 
picture held together well 
when viewed off-axis, and 
the set is said to consume 
substantially less power 
than a conventional CRT 
set. Mitsubishi's 40-inch 
PDP is expected to initially 
sell in the $6,000 to 
$10,000 range. 

Some manufacturers 
are taking different 
approaches, and only 
Mitsubishi has committed 
to selling plasma TVs here 
in 1996. The technology 
has been under 
development for years and 
is Currently used in mono- 


provide more substantial 
data, including sports 


scores and stats, recipes, 


addresses, and actor bios. 
In addition, Index Plus+ 


and VCR Plus+ offer a 


point-and-click recording 


feature. 


Gemstar says that 


prerecorded tapes such 
as exercise and other 


“multi-segment’ videos 


will be electronically 
marked for use with VCRs 
equipped with Index 
Plus+. 


—- BW 





of 1996. Called the PDP 








chrome computer screens. 


Plasma is a hot gas, and 
plasma displays trap the 
gas between two layers of 
glass. By electrically 
modulating the gas and 
stimulating some type of 
phosphor, the electrical 
energy is transformed into 
light energy. Though 


grand rapids 
While the Senate and 
FCC wrangle with 

cable giant TCl, 
communications giant 
MCI, and DSS 
programmer DirecTV over 
the complex, interrelated 
issues of broadcast 
spectrum auctions, DBS 
service, advanced TV, and 
their effect on the federal 
deficit, the so-called 
Grand Alliance of TV 
manufacturers continues 
to improve the digital 
high-definition television 
(HDTV) format they've 
been working on since 
1987. 

Tests of the current 
HDTV prototype were said 
to show dramatic 
improvements in the 
overall quality of both 
progressive and interlaced 
pictures and in the 
system's handling of rapid 
scene changes. 

Problem areas are said 
to include interference that 
the current incarnation of 
HDTV generates in both 
the video and audio 





plasma technology faces 

many of the design 

hurdles of the LCD, 

the technology is said to 

maintain image quality and 

become more cost- 

effective than LCD as 

screen size increases. 
—Peter Barry and 
Lance Braithwaite 





portions of some NTSC 
signals as well as slow 
channel-change times. 

@ Hitachi recently 
demonstrated the “all- 
format decoder,” a device 
that turns high- and 
standard-definition digital 
TV signals into standard 
NTSC signals suitable for 
display on a conventional, 
analog TV set. A company 
official stated that the 
decoder could reside in a 
$300 set-top box or be 
built into TV sets for a $50 
premium. —BW 


star star 


The southern sky is getting 
crowded, as the success 
of DSS and PrimeStar is 
inspiring other outfits to 
launch DBS satellites and 
ink deals with dish and 
receiver suppliers as well 
as programming sources. 
AlphaStar, a subsidiary 
of Tee-Comm Electronics, 
plans to offer 100 channels 
of programming by 
December 1. 
Programming will be 















meditation. Each. 
includes a title, a 





transmitted via 
transponder space leased 
on an AT&T-owned DBS 
bird; it was launched last 
September and parked in 
the 89-degree orbital slot. 
A 30-inch-diameter 
Winegard dish and a 
Samsung receiver will do 
the receiving. The 
programmer plans to 
increase their channel 
offerings to 175 in the first 
quarter of 1997. 

EchoStar had hoped to 
be offering programming 
by now, but China’s Long 
March rocket—which will 
tow the company’s 
Lockheed—Martin satellite 
to the 119-degree orbital 
slot—developed problems. 
The launch date is 
currently set for the end of 
December; if all goes well, 
EchoStar expects to offer 
roughly 75 channels by 
February 1, 1996. The plan 
calls for a second satellite 
to be launched next July, 
increasing channel 
capacity to 175. An 18- 
inch ITI dish and a Philips- 
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More Than 10,000 Videos 
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made Magnavox receiver 
will handle the receiving. 
At presstime, neither 
AlphaStar nor EchoStar 
were able to quote prices 
for their services or the 
hardware. 
e At presstime, the FCC 
still hadn’t reached a 
decision regarding two 
orbital slots that PrimeStar 
wants to lease for 
high-power DBS service 
[“Star Wars,” “Fast 
Forward,” October 1995]. 
The delay springs from 
the intercession of the 
Senate, which recently 
voted (99 to 1) to force the 
FCC to auction off the 
slots, unless it could 
generate more revenue 
from PrimeStar, in an effort 
to help reduce the federal 
budget deficit. When 
asked what they'd do if the 
FCC was forced to 
auction off the slots, Mark 
Dunn, PrimeStar’s director 
of advertising and 
promotions, said, 
“Whatever it takes.” 
— Chuck Tannert 
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For many speaker designers and 
manufacturers, home theater is a 
relatively new idea. But the people who 
work at Cambridge SoundWorks - 
including our cofounder Henry Kloss 
(who also founded AR, KLH and 
Advent) - have been involved with the 
concept of home theater from the 
beginning. In 1969 (years before VCRs 
and cable TV), Henry Kloss founded 
Advent, the company that introduced 
the first home theater audio/video 
systems - complete with big-screen TVs 
and digital surround sound. We have 
had an ongoing relationship with the 
people at Dolby Laboratories, creators 
of Dolby Surround Sound, since Henry 
Kloss introduced the first consumer 
products with 
Dolby noise 


Our Center Channel Speakers 


reduction over 20 years ago. And now 
at Cambridge SoundWorks we believe 
we have set a new price-to-performance 











standard for 
home theater 
components. 
Because we 
sell carefully 
matched and 
tested home 
theater speaker 
systems factory-direct, 
with no expensive middlemen, 
you can save hundreds of dollars. We 
believe the products on these pages 
represent the country’s best values in 
high performance home theater 
components. Audio critics, and thou- 
sands of satisfied customers, agree. 
Stereo Review said 
a “Cambridge 
SoundWorks 
manufactures 
loudspeakers 






Sesame 





that provide excep- 
tional sound quality at 


affordable prices.” Audio suggested that 
we “may have the best value in the 
world.” 


Center Channel Speakers 


Cambridge SoundWorks 
manufactures four speakers 


speakers in Dolby 
Pro Logic home 


All four are 





for use as center channel 


theater systems. 


“Cambridge SoundWorks 
Ome Theater For 





Our Surround Speakers 


magnetically shielded so they can be 
placed near a TV or computer monitor. 
Center/Surround IV is a compact, one- 
way speaker identical to our Ensemble® 
IV satellite speakers. $49.99. Center/ 
Surround III is a small, affordable two- 
way speaker. $79.99. Center Channel is 
identical to a Cambridge SoundWorks 
Ensemble satellite (but with magnetic 
shielding). $159.99. Center Channel 
Plus uses an ultra-low, ultra-wide 
design that is ideal for placement above 
(or, with optional support stand, below) 
a TV monitor. $222.99. 


Surround Speakers 


Cambridge SoundWorks makes two 
“dipole radiator” surround sound 
speakers. Dolby Laboratories recom- 
mends dipole radiator speakers for use 
as surround speakers. 7he Surround has 
a very high power handling capacity 
and is often selected for “high end” 
surround sound systems. Audio, 
describing a system that included The 
Surround said “In many ways the 
surround sensation was every bit as 
good as far more expensive installa- 
tions.” $399.99 pr. The smaller 7he 
Surround II is arguably the country’s 
best value in a dipole radiator speaker. 
$249.99 pr. 
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Atfordable 


Powered Subwoofers 


The original Powered Subwoofer by 
Cambridge SoundWorks consists of a 
heavy-duty 12" woofer housed in an 
acoustic-suspension cabinet with a 140- 
watt amplifier and a built-in electronic 
crossover. Stereo Review said it pro- 
vides “deep powerful bass...31.5 Hz 
bass output was obtainable at a room- 
shaking level... they open the way to 
having a ‘killer’ system for an afford- 
able price.” $699.99. 










Home Theater Speaker Systems 


we We have assembled a number of home 
theater speaker systems that consist of 
center channel, surround and 
main stereo speakers. 
The combination we 
show here is our best 
seller. It includes our 
critically acclaimed 
Ensemble dual sub- 
woofer satellite speaker 
system, our Center 
Channel Plus and a pair 
of our best surround 
speakers, The Surround. 
You could spend hundreds 
more than its $1,229.97 price without 
improving performance. 





Our Powered Subwoofers 





Our Slave Subwoofer uses the same 
woofer driver and cabinet, but does not 
include the amplifier or crossover. It can Complete Home Theater 
only be used in conjunction with the Sound Systems 
Powered Subwoofer. $299.99. The new We offer a range of complete home 
Powered Subwoofer II uses a theater surround sound 
120-watt amplifier with an ——— systems, ranging from 
8" woofer. $399.99. $649.98 to $3,069.93. 
The system shown here 











Our Featured 
Home Theater 
Sound System 
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@ Stereo Review 


Our Most Popular Home Theater 
Speaker System. 


is incredibly easy to hook up and to 
use. It consists of an Aiwa center unit 
that includes a Dolby Pro Logic receiver, 
CD changer, dual cassette deck, remote 
control - and our Ensemble IV Home 
Theater speaker system. It sounds 
great, fits into any room, and sells for 
an introductory price of only $899.99, 


Factory-Direct Savings 


The speakers in this ad are 
available only directly 
from Cambridge > 
SoundWorks, and through “= 
cost-efficient Best Buy stores - $0 y 
can save hundreds of dollars. Order 
them, then listen in your own homes. If 
you aren’t completely satisfied, return 

them within 30 days for a full refund. 


To Order Factory Direct, For a 
Free Catalog, Or For 
The Nearest Store Location, Call 


1-800-FOR-HIFI 


(1-800-367-4434) 


CAMBRIDGE 
SOUNDWORKS . 


Critically Acclaimed. Factory-Direct. 


311 Needham Street, Suite 130, Newton, MA 02164 
Tel: 1-800-367- 44 34 Fax: 617-332-9229 
Canada: 1-800- 525- 4434 
7-332-5936 
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DirecTV’s Castle Rock facility 
races along digital’s cutting edge 


KE A ROCK 


T’S AN IMAGE OUT OF AN X-FILES 

episode or a Tom Clancy novel: 

Imagine a barren landscape, a high 

desert plain of rocky crags. Hidden in 

a natural basin in the rock is a lonely, 
high-tech installation, its exact purpose 
unknown to the ranchers who occasion- 
ally drive along the dirt access road. The 
installation is a collection 
point into which signals 
continually flow from all 
parts of the continent. 
These signals are trans- 
formed into digital data and 
are fed to powerful trans- 
mitters, which convey them 
to a trio of deep-space ve- 
hicles orbiting far above 
the earth in the bitter cold 
of space. After receiving 
the narrow beams of data, 
the satellites hurl them 
earthward over huge foot- 
prints that blanket North 
America. Back on Earth, 
incredibly small satellite 
dishes and microprocessor- 


equipped receivers decode A technician monitors the Broadcast Operations Control center. 


the signals and transform them into pic- 
tures and sound with quality that’s 
largely unaffected by the 44,000-mile 
journey back and forth through outer 
space. 

There’s nothing sinister going on 
here—no government surveillance or 
misguided experiments. The network 
I’ve just described is the foundation of 
the Digital Satellite System, and today 
roughly 1 million Americans have 
locked into these steady streams of data, 
whose hundreds of millions of bits per 
second convey everything from Holly- 
wood movies to live sports events. 

The price to step into the future? At 
least $579 to purchase a DSS dish and 
receiver, perhaps a setup fee, a clear 
view of the southern sky, and a monthly 
programming bill that’ll reflect your ap- 
petite for electronic home entertainment. 
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In the year following the introduction of 
DSS, families across the country have 
learned about things like geosynchro- 
nous orbit and MPEG data reduction. 
Subscribers already take for granted the 
99.7-percent reliability of DSS transmis- 
sion as well as its high-quality digital 
pictures and sound. Sales figures clearly 





show that people are impressed. But few 
understand the complex network behind 
the system and the big-dollar investment 
that’s needed to keep the streams of data 
flowing. To find out more about the DSS 
network, I packed my bags and headed 
for Castle Rock, DirecTV’s broadcast 
facility in Colorado’s high mountain 
desert. 


WHEN HUGHES ELECTRONICS, THE FATHER 
of DSS, first created their DirecTV sub- 
sidiary with a $750 million investment, 
two priorities immediately presented 
themselves: the construction of direct- 
broadcast satellites and a combination 
broadcast center/earthstation. Though 
most of the tracking telemetry control 
(TTC) of the satellites would be handled 
at a site in (of all places) the Spring 
Creek section of Brooklyn, New York, 





all programming would funnel into and 
be uplinked by the dual-purpose broad- 
cast center/earthstation. 

Castle Rock was the ideal location. An 
uplink facility already existed there, and 
Hughes owned it, having acquired it 
from MCI in 1989. The location’s 
6,000-foot elevation and basic geo- 
graphical location ensured 
that there would be little 
electrical interference from 
terrestrial-based sources 
and minimal rainfall—a 
concern when transmitting 
signals in the Ku band, 
which the FCC had allotted 
for DSS service. 

The existing facility 
wasn’t even close to ade- 
quate, however. So con- 
struction began on a new 
$100 million complex. 
When it was completed in 
the spring of 1994, Castle 
Rock became the first all- 
digital transmission facility 
in North America. It’s ca- 
pable of broadcasting more 
than 200 digital channels with multi- 
channel, multirate data reduction, a 
Hughes goal from the start. 

Castle Rock is a few exits south of 
Denver on I-25, on the way to Colorado 
Springs. To the east are rolling plains, 
and to the immediate west are Pike’s 
Peak and the magnificent Rocky Moun- 
tains. It is, to put it simply, a breathtak- 
ingly beautiful place. And DirecTV’s 
two-story, 55,000-square-foot steel-and- 
glass facility is equally impressive, a 
testament to human ingenuity that pro- 
vides a nice counterpoint to the natural 
splendor surrounding it. 

After passing through a security 
checkpoint, I entered the Castle Rock 
Broadcast Center (CRBC). The facility, 
which employs 150 on-site engineers 
and technicians, is packed with cutting- 
edge broadcast equipment and automat- 


VIDEO 


ISLAND IN THE STREAM: The CRBC 


ed video systems. The center is highly 
automated; without automation, I’m 
told, perhaps 500 employees would be 
needed to run the operation. 

Dave Baylor, senior vice president of 
operation, and Tom Bracken, vice pres- 
ident of communications, give me the 
vip tour and describe the practices of 
the facility. DirecTV’s philosophy is 
simple: The center strives to collect 
programming signals, digitize them, 
and transfer them to the uplinking data 
stream with a minimum of processing 
or manipulation. Signal integrity is the 
foremost concern. 


PROGRAMMING IS DELIVERED TO THE 
Programming Receiving area via satel- 
lites, fiber-optic lines, and videotape. 
Live feeds from network providers and 
ongoing events are immediately digi- 
tized and uplinked. Videotapes are 
passed along to six Quality Assurance 
and Formatting suites, where they’re 
analyzed for flaws. 

The bit error rates of digital tapes, for 
example, are rigorously monitored by 
automated systems and logged into 
computers. In addition, CRBC person- 
nel critically audition all materials and 
log any anomalies they find. If a fault is 
observed in a movie, the film’s produc- 
er is contacted to determine whether the 
artifact is inherent in the original film 
or has been introduced in an interim 
processing step. 

All delayed broadcast programs are 
digitally dubbed to Digital Betacam 
videotape to create a house master tape 
as well as a safety copy. In the case of 
pay-per-view movies, which have fre- 
quent repeat times, as many as eight 
copies are made. Because most of the 
incoming material is in digital form, 
programs can be digitally transferred to 
house masters without affecting signal 
quality. To ensure that the facility’s 
strict in/out philosophy is observed, not 


even simple level adjustments are per- 
mitted. 

Tapes are bar-coded for identification 
by an automated inventory system and 
stored in the Media Library, a secure 
area built to accommodate over 10,000 
tapes or other media. In many cases, 
pay-per-view movies are delivered to 
the broadcast center weeks before their 
release date to video stores, so it’s im- 
perative that tapes are secure and safe 
from unauthorized dubbing. Two 
1,000-cassette Sony Library Manage- 
ment Systems are used to compile com- 
mercial and other promotional mes- 
sages for on-air playback. These 
systems use robotic arms to automati- 
cally retrieve the appropriate tapes; us- 
ing time-code protocols, they drop pro- 
mo spots into the programming as 
requested. In total, 20,000 segments, 
each of which can have a duration of up 
to 5 minutes, can be accessed. 

Tapes that are ready for uplinking are 
routed to the Playback and Record Sys- 
tems area, where they’re loaded onto 
robotic Flexcart systems; tapes are re- 
trieved and played back upon computer 
command. In total, there are 56 Flex- 
cart systems housing 320 of Sony’s 
Digital Betacam VTRs. All playback 
systems are 100-percent redundant, so a 
rolling backup tape can be accessed 
without interrupting transmission in the 
event of failure. The main and backup 
tape systems are powered from two in- 
dependent power busses; in an emer- 
gency, an uninterruptable power supply 
can drive the system for 20 minutes. 


ALL ON-AIR PROGRAMMING IS CONTINU- 
ously monitored in the Broadcast Oper- 
ation Control (BOC) center. This area 
houses four operator stations, each of 
which commands 48 channels. Person- 
nel in two supervisor stations verify 
that everything is working smoothly. 





All of these stations are overshadowed 
by a vast monitoring wall that displays 
channels currently being broadcast by 
the DBS satellites, backup channels, and 
programs that are next to air. 

The fully automated Sony broadcast 
system can process and send up to 216 
video and audio channels simultaneous- 
ly. A Sony digital router, which fea- 
tures 1,050 inputs and 1,050 outputs, 
can carry four audio signals for each 
video signal. An automated system 
oversees all functions in the facility, 
monitors every input and output 
throughout the entire signal path, and is 
capable of instantaneously locating any 
tape in the facility. 

With these systems at their disposal, 
supervisors can take immediate action 
to correct a problem. In addition to the 
BOC center, a special Sports Central 
control room is devoted to sports pro- 
gramming; all live sporting events are 
constantly monitored by technicians. 

All programming signals embarking 
on their trip through outer space must 
first undergo data reduction, in which 
the digital signal is analyzed according 
to the MPEG algorithm and its bit rate is 
substantially decreased according to vi- 
sual and aural perceptual models [see 
“Digital Reality,” September 1995, for 
details on MPEG data reduction]. 

The facility employs 56 MPEG-2 en- 
coders; they’ve been tweaked by a 
Hughes research staff in El] Segundo, 
California to deliver excellent signal 
quality within the constraints of the 
overall bit rate. In addition, signals are 
multiplexed, encrypted, coded with er- 
ror correction, channel-coded and mod- 
ulated, and, possibly, tagged for condi- 
tional accessing (pay-per-view pro- 
grams are tagged in this manner). Fi- 
nally, DirecTV’s on-screen program 
guide is inserted in the uplinked signal. 

Signals are uplinked through 54 
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Presenting the 






worlds largest 


rear projection television: the incredible 


new ProScan 80" diagonal. New advanced 9" 


tube/optics system (compared to 7" tubes in 









Advanced 9" 

optics drive the 
brightest picture 
that ProScan 
TV has ever 
produced. 


conventional projection 
sets) propel a picture 
that’s over 50% brighter 


than previous 7" designs. 


That’ an industry first. And a ProScan 


exclusive. But that’s just for starters. Because 


a new improved wideband 
amplifier combines with 
61 watts to deliver unpar- 
alleled picture power. And 
with improved ProScan 
audio, there’ sound to 

go with the fury: a room- 


shaking system that 





i} ft) 


‘Prmtoye Proniom 


The friendly new graphical user 


interface makes ProScan easier 
than ever to navigate. 


catapults the built-in Dolby' Pro Logic 


Surround System to new DU [patsy surroun | 


Peo Logic 


heights (as well as depths). But don’t let all this 


power fool you. ProScan also boasts 









6-8" 
(80") 


ProScan 80" diagonal PS80690 
There’s never been a bigger—or better—ProScan. 


a friendly new bit-mapped graphical user inter- 
face with point-and-select simplicity that rivals 


the helpful graphical icons of todays personal 


The new ProScan 
Simple Remote 
makes today’s 
most advanced 
technology 
easy to 
grasp. 


computers. And new digital 
technology in the ProScan tuner 
allows PIX+ Twin Tuner™ Picture-in- 
Picture effects, including Picture-Outside- 
Picture and Split-Screen. 

If you're tired of TV performance claims 
that generate more heat than light, you owe 
yourself a look at the bright new ProScan 


Projection TV. The reviews—like the picture — 


are glowing. PROS C AN 


So advanced. Yet so simple. 


AN RCA ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCT 


‘Dolby is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corp. (Requires optional surround sound speakers.) ©1995 Thomson Consumer Electronics, Inc. Trademark(s)® Registered Marca(s) Registrada(s). TV Picture Simulated 
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1,200-watt HPA transmitters. Two other 
transmitters are on hand as backup. A 
feedback loop from the satellites senses 
the strength of the relayed signal and, 
in the event of rain fade (which, I’m 
told, has yet to occur at Castle Rock), 
the system will automatically increase 
transmitter power to compensate. 

Outside the center, Castle Rock’s 
satellite dishes loom like white canvas 
sails on a 21st Century schooner. There 
are four 13-meter-diameter transmitting 
antennas, which are fed uplinked sig- 
nals from the HPA transmitters. In addi- 
tion, there are six 6-meter-diameter C- 
band receive-only antennas and two 
4.5-meter Ku-band receive-only anten- 
nas. A lone consumer-grade DSS dish 
allows technicians to monitor down- 
linked signals just as a consumer would 
receive them. 

Rural power isn’t always reliable, 
however, and Castle Rock is decidedly 
rural. So the facility maintains its own 
power transformer and a spare trans- 
former to help ensure power consisten- 
cy. To make sure that a local power out- 
age doesn’t shut the center down, a 
complete emergency power system is 
housed in a separate building. It con- 
tains three 1.5-megawatt diesel genera- 
tors that are capable of powering the 
center indefinitely and without interrup- 
tion. The generators can come on-line 
in less than 25 seconds, and two of 
them can fully power the facility (the 
third one provides backup); 10 days 
worth of diesel fuel is always on hand. 
Finally, the facility contains a 100,000- 
gallon fire-suppression system. 


AS WITH ANY HIGH-TECH OPERATION, 
Castle Rock must stay on the cutting 
edge to be competitive. Even though 
DSS was launched with MPEG-1 encod- 
ing, for example, the initial business 
plan called for a swift upgrade to MPEG- 
2. The latter standard provides a more 
sophisticated coding method in which 
statistical multiplexing is used: The en- 
coder analyzes groups of channels and 
automatically shifts bits to the channel 
requiring the highest data rate at that 
moment. In this way, bits aren’t wasted 
on scenes that can be coded effectively 
with a lower rate. 

DirecTV, as mentioned, is operating 
with a pipeline that runs about 44,000 
miles long—22,300 miles from Castle 
Rock to the DBS birds, and another 
22,300 miles from the birds to back- 
yard DSS dishes. The system offers 
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great flexibility in the number of chan- 
nels that can be transmitted and in the 
bit rates assigned to individual chan- 
nels, but there’s no flexibility in the 
maximum data rate, since that’s limited 
by the satellites’ power, the Ku band- 
width, the efficiency of the MPEG en- 
coders, and other factors. MPEG-2 is 
clearly the best coding method—it al- 
lows DirecTV to broadcast the greatest 
number of channels within the fixed 
overall bit rate, and it improves the pic- 
ture quality of these channels. 

MPEG-2’s benefits were known long 
before the DSS format was launched, 
so even first-generation DSS receivers 
were equipped with MPEG-2 decoders 
(which also decode MPEG-1 signals). 
Engineers at DirecTV worked with 
MPEG designers to adapt MPEG-2'to DSS 
and then, last summer, they modified 


the hardware and software of the Castle 
Rock encoders to convey MPEG-2 sig- 
nals. DSS owner/subscribers didn’t 
have to buy a new receiver or an MPEG- 
2 “black box” to enjoy the improved 
broadcast quality—over several days 
last August, their DSS pictures simply 
got better. 

In addition to upgrading the encoding 
process, DirecTV continues to explore. 
Their engineers are designing applica- 
tions such as videogame downloads, in- 
teractive programming, and other com- 
puter applications. They’re also gearing 
up to accommodate D-VHS recorders 
and 5.1-channel digital surround sound. 
Finally, tracking antennas and portable 
satellite receivers are being developed 
for use in planes, recreational vehicles, 
and boats. Getting a nice, comfy couch 
in them will be up to you. a 


WEB WATCH 


Sites for Unquenchable Movie Buffs 


YOU’ VE MEMORIZED EVERY LINE OF DIALOGUE FROM THE STAR WARS FILMS—IN ENGLISH, 
Spanish, and Portuguese. And you moved next door to a McDonald’s so buying vast 
quantities of Pocahontas action figures wouldn’t require superhuman effort. Yes, 
you're a film freak. Fortunately, the World Wide Web has more film-related home 
pages than there are dead bodies in the entire Nightmare on Elm Street series. 

Check out Hollyweb (http://www.ingress.com/users/spease/hw/hollyweb.html) 
and you'll be buffeted by a bevy of news, shooting schedules, critiques, gossip, and 
film factoids. Current events are the specialty: Tired of reading reviews of films 
you’ve seen? At Hollyweb, you can read reviews of films before they’re even made. 
Want to find out about Mad Max 4 (in 3-D!), Jurassic Park 2 (otherwise known as 
The Lost World), Batman 4, or Star Trek 26? They’re all in Hollyweb. 

Hollyweb also has a link to MGM’s Hacker’s site (http://www.mgmua.com/). The 
only interesting thing about it is that it was purportedly hacked; check in and you'll 
see lots of graffiti and smart-ass comments. MGM decided to keep the hacked ver- 
sion on line . . . but were they a genuine hacking victim or the perpetrator of a 
shrewd pr ploy? You be the judge. To their credit, MGM kindly provides links to ac- 
tual hacker hangouts, includin ‘The Hacker’s Quarterly (http://www.2600.com/), 
Phrack Magazine (http://www.fe.net/phrack.html), and [Opht Heavy Industries 
(http://www.lOpht.com/). oo 
The real find, however, may be | 
the famous Script Emporium 
(http://www.cs.tufts.edu/ 
~katwell/), a database of film 
scripts you can download at your 
leisure—for free. You can read 
scripts for films that were never 
made: Want to check out William 
Gibson’s original script for Alien 
3? How about early versions of 
Blade Runner or Total Recall? Or 
maybe the finished versions of 
Reservoir Dogs or Pulp Fic- 
tion? My advice is to hit this gga 
site soon, though; it seems 
something less than autho- 
rized. —KCP 
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FOR THE DISCRIMINATING MOVIE FAN. 


ar 


The Specialist “1341700 
Pink Floyd: The Wall *1293802 
The Sound Of Music *0003905 


The Making Of Jurassic Park 
(Special Edition) 1372606 


Ace Ventura: 
Pet Detective 


Grumpy Old Men 
Rambo: First Blood 
Unforgiven (1992) 
The Client 


“1242908 
“1251503 
*0650309 
*1084003 
“1300409 


CLUB FAVORITES 
Legends Of The Fall *1371301 


Priscilla Queen Of 
The Desert 


Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein (1994) 


The Shawshank 
Redemption 


Stargate 
True Lies 


Terminator 2: 
Judgment Day 


Clear And Present 
Danger 


Speed 
Bladerunner: The 
Director’s Cut 

The Fugitive 


Close Encounters 
Of The Third Kind 
(Special Edition) 


*1345206 
*1363803 


*1345503 
*1334903 
*1327105 


*0233205 


*1326305 
*1297407 


*1097906 
*1197706 


*1273002 


The River Wild 
Blown Away 

The Pelican Brief 
The Wizard Of Oz 
A Few Good Men 
Patriot Games 
Carlito’s Way 
Batman (1989) 
Batman Returns 
Basic Instinct 
Goodfellas 


Home Alone 2: 
Lost In New York 


Predator 
Predator 2 
Backdraft 
The Abyss 


“1336304 


“1291301 
“4251305 

0001404 
“1106301 
“1051309 
“1229301 
“0642504 
“1029909 
*1033208 
*0969808 


“1104900 
*0364901 
“0104307 
“0559005 
*0881102 


to build a collection 
of your favorite movies — on laserdisc! 
Just write in the numbers of the 3 
laserdiscs you want for $1.00 each, plus 
shipping and handling. In exchange, you 
simply agree to buy four more laserdiscs 
in the next two years, at regular Club 
prices (currently as low as $29.95, plus 
shipping/handling) — and you may cancel 
membership at any time after doing so. 
What's more, you can get still one more 
movie for the low price of $19.95 and 
have less to buy later (see complete 
details in coupon). 


sent every four weeks 
(up to 13 times a year) reviewing our 
Director's Selection — plus scores of 
alternate choices, including many lower- 
priced laserdiscs. And you may also 
receive Special Selection mailings up to 
four times a year. (That's up to 17 buying 
opportunities a year.) 


If you want 
the Director's Selection, do nothing — it 
will be sent automatically. If you prefer an 
alternate selection, or none at all, just 


LASER 59° 
DISCS 


PLUS 1 MORE AT GREAT SAVINGS! 


INTERVIEW WITH THE 
VAMPIRE 
1364405 


THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 
(THX) 14158017 


The Return Of 
The Jedi (THX) 


Star Wars (THX) 
The Prince Of Tides 
Jaws 

Star Trek I: 

The Motion Picture 
Star Trek Il: 

The Wrath Of Khan 
Star Trek Ill: 

The Search For Spock 
Star Trek IV: 

The Voyage Home 
Star Trek VI: The 
Undiscovered Country 
The Piano 
Silverado 

The Pagemaster 
2001: A Space 
Odyssey 

Street Fighter 
Timecop 

The Last Of The 
Mohicans (1992) 


*1415900 
*1416007 
*0847103 
*0844605 


*0203505 
*0201301 
*0201608 
*0430603 


*1001007 
*1237809 
“0181008 
“1338409 


*0844308 


1384007 
“1332204 


“1071406 


mail the response card always provided 
by the date specified. And you'll always 


have 14 days to decide; if not, you may | 


return the selection at our expense. 


If you 
continue your membership after fulfilling 
your obligation, you'll be eligible for our 


generous bonus plan. It enables you to] 
enjoy great savings on the movies you | 


want — for as long as you decide to 
remain a member! 


. We'll send details | 
of the Club’s operation with your} 
introductory package. If not satisfied, return 


everything within 10 days at our expense 
for a full refund and no further obligation. 


For fastest service, use your credit card 
and call us toll-free 24 hours a day: 


Dept. 
KL2 


iP Entertaining 
America... 


® One Person 
ata Time, ® 


LASERDISC CLUB 


STAR TREK 
GENERATIONS 
1382803" 


OUTBREAK 
1389501" 


= 


* Letterbox 


Total Recall 


Four Weddings And 
A Funeral 


Drop Zone 

Double Dragon 
Natural Born Killers 
Wolf 

Darkman 


Darkman 2: The Return 
Of Durant “1372101 


1.Q. “1381904 
Paper Moon (Dir.’s Series) “1382209 


Ren And Stimpy: The 
Essential Collection 


Philadelphia 
Demolition Man 
The Bodyguard 
Nell 


“1286103 ) 
*1302900 
“1364306 
“1353606 
“1327709 


*1314905 
“1375609 


EA. 


SEE DETAILS BELOW. 


“1411206 
“1251404 
*1199306 

“1105907 
*1382100 


FORREST GUMP 


1333202" 


The Hunted 


The Quick And 
The Dead (1995) 


Major Payne 
Higher Learning 
Circle Of Friends 
Legend 
Nighthawks 

Just Cause 


*1422807 


*1411107 
*1411404 
*1381805 
*1381102 

0218008 

0101105 
*1386408 
*1372309 
*1371103 
*1382902 
*1386309 


JURASSIC PARK 


1264001" 
The Hunt For 
Red October 


E.T.: The 
Extra-Terrestrial 


The Shadow 


Bridge On The River 
Kwai (Restored) 


Sleepless In Seattle 
Ghost 

In The Line Of Fire 
Conan The Barbarian 
Maverick 


Dragonslayer 
(Remastered) 


Junior 


Journey To The Far 
Side Of The Sun 


A Clockwork Orange 


Robin Hood: Prince 
Of Thieves 


Cliffhanger 


The Silence Of 
The Lambs 


“0825000 


“0681106 
*1297001 


Immortal Beloved 
Murder In The First 
Nobody’s Fool 


Uv Boys On The Side 


“1154905 
“0826008 
“1190107 
*0220509 
“1297209 


Demon Knight: Tales From 
The Crypt 


Monty Python And The 
Holy Grail 


The Brady Bunch Movie 
Under Siege 

On Deadly Ground 

The Professional 

Tank Girl 

Little Women (1994) 
Disclosure 

Bram Stoker's 

Dracula 


The Adventures Of 
Baron Munchausen 


“1372200 


*0192005 
“1381003 
“1077908 
“1251909 
“1364801 
“1389600 
“1372903 
“1371004 


“1352103 
“1364504 


*1352400 
*1356005 


*0976803 


“1149301 “1102904 


0805309 *0594309 


Dept. KL2, P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1112 
Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in this advertisement. As a member, | need buy 
only 4 more selections, at regular Club prices, in the next 2 years. 


Send me these 3 laserdiscs for $1.00 each-plus $1.50 each shipping and handling (total $7.50). 


oe EER Cea ee 


BUY YOUR FIRST SELECTION NOW—AND HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! 


Also, send me my first selection for $19.95, plus $1.50 shipping/handling, Pen og 


ich I'm adding to my $7.50 payment (total $28.95). | then need buy only 3 
My check is enclosed A35/A37 


ire (instead of 4) in the next 2 years. 
Please Check How Paying: 
Charge my introductory laserdiscs and future Club purchases to: A36/A38 
MasterCard Diners Club AMEX O VISA 0 Discover 


Acct. No. Exp. Date 
Signature 







































































Name 

Address Apt. 
City State 
Zip Phone No. ( ) 


Do any of the following apply to you? (41) 

Ol own a Personal Computer (1) [| own a PC with a CDROM (2) 01! plan to buy a PC with a CD-ROM (3) 

Note: This offer Jee to firsttime Laserdisc Club members only. Limit one per household. Columbia House reserves the 
i 


right to request additional information, reject any Sea) ‘or cancel any membership. Ofer limited to the continental U.S. 
(excluding Alaska). Applicable sales tax added to all 35-11/95 

















orders, ©1995, The Columbia House Company 
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What's on TV? StarSight and VideoGuide’s 
on-screen program guides compared 


BY ROB SABIN 
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IDEOPHILES, VIDEO ENTHUSIASTS, 
Vm just about anyone who en- 

joys watching TV like the fu- 
turistic idea of having the proverbial 
500 channels of TV programming to 
choose from, but without a well de- 
signed on-screen program guide all of 
those choices will simply numb the 
mind. Printed guides won’t cut it in the 
future, because they don’t cut it now: 
Listings are frequently inaccurate, in- 
complete, and skin-deep. And the 
scrolling channel guides provided by 
cable operators are an exercise in futili- 
ty, listing little information and 
scrolling along happily whether or not 
you’ve seen everything you need to 
see. That’s why StarSight launched its 
on-screen guide service (in 1994), and 
‘ why VideoGuide—StarSight’s first se- 
rious competitor—hit stores and the 
airwaves last summer. Both systems 


claim to make TV viewing and VCR 
taping more-convenient. To see exactly 
what they offer and how they differ, we 
ran the two systems up against one an- 
other head to head. 


MEET THE CONTENDERS 

Both StarSight and VideoGuide are 
intended to simplify three common 
tasks: finding out what’s on now and in 
the immediate future, moving quickly 
from one channel to another, and 
recording a program without hassles. 
To accommodate these tasks, each sys- 
tem includes a special decoder that gen- 
erates a grid-based guide and displays it 
on your TV screen. 

Using a supplied remote control, you 
can scroll through the grids to see 
what’s on and get content blurbs for 
each show. In normal use, both systems 
hold 7 days of programming informa- 


tion in memory. The systems also offer 
customizing functions. And if a grid 
lists a show you want to record, both 
systems let you do so simply by press- 
ing a remote-control button or two. 

To get constantly updated TV listings 
to the decoder, both StarSight and 
VideoGuide made deals with TV Data 
Technology (TVDT), a national organi- 
zation that collects program data from 
local and network broadcasters for use 
in newspaper and magazine listings. 
Beyond this, however, the two systems 
differ dramatically in how they deliver 
program listings to your TV. 

In StarSight’s case, the information is 
first routed by a high-speed land-line 
from TVDT to StarSight’s headquar- 
ters. Once there, StarSight technicians 
format data for every locale in the na- 
tion, encrypt it for security, and send it 
over another land-line to the Public 
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Broadcasting Service’s main broadcast 
center. PBS technicians piggyback the 
information on their network TV sig- 
nal, placing it in the vertical blanking 
interval (VBI) that exists between video 
frames. 

Once the StarSight data is embedded 
in the PBS broadcast signal, PBS fol- 
lows normal procedures and sends its 
signal via satellite to 210 local PBS TV 
stations, which cover 97 percent of the 
country. A special StarSight-built de- 
vice at each station filters out all of the 
information that isn’t pertinent to that 
particular locale, leaving only current, 
accurate listings for the area. Finally, 
that information is passed along to your 
StarSight decoder via your local over- 
the-air PBS broadcast or through your 
local cable company, depending on 
how you get your television. MTV and 
Nickelodeon also carry StarSight data, 
providing backup coverage and expo- 
sure in that 3 percent of the country not 
served by a PBS station. Regardless of 
how you get the signal, there’s a one- 
time setup fee ($15) and a subscription 
fee—$26 for 6 months, $47 annually, 
or $85 for 2 years—that’s required to 
keep the listings flowing into your de- 
coder. 

With VideoGuide, TVDT’s listings 
data is forwarded to VideoGuide’s 
headquarters. From there, it’s formatted 
and sent to the BellSouth MobilComm 
paging network. The data is broadcast 
constantly over the paging network, 
and your decoder simply plucks the ap- 
propriate information out of the air 
based on your zipcode, which you need 
to program into the decoder during a 
simple setup procedure. Again, you’ll 
have to pay an annual subscription fee 
(approximately $50) to keep your list- 
ings current. 

StarSight decoders are currently 
available in several makes of TVs, 


VideoGuide’s basic “Program Guide” 


Phd. Pait2 of 2 “Sharpe's Eagle 
an Bean) is determined to capture a French regimental battle flag 9 
mY Of a friend who died duting a foolhardy skirmish. (83 (1:00) 


VCRs, and cable boxes, 
Uniden’s SQ590 C-band 
satellite receiver, and Mag- 
navox’s CB1500 black box. 
Fifteen consumer-electron- 
ics and cable-box manufac- 
turers, including GoldStar, 
Mitsubishi, Samsung, Sharp, 
Sony, Thomson, Toshiba, 
and Zenith, have licensed 
the technology. 

Both approaches have 
merit: The black box will re- 
main in your system if you 
decide, for one reason or an- 
other, to replace your TV or 
VCR. But going with a 
built-in decoder will mean 
one less box in your living 
room and one less remote control to 
deal with (the remote supplied with a 
StarSight-equipped TV or VCR allows 
full interaction with the guide). In addi- 
tion, manufacturers who build Star- 
Sight into their components have the 
option of customizing the technology. 

For this comparison, we used the 
Magnavox CB1500 ($100); note that 
most of my comments about it also ap- 
ply to the built-in variety. The decoder 
box comes with a standard RF cable that 
links the unit with your system, a pair 
of infrared emitters that control your 
VCR and cable box (if you’re using 
one) for recording and changing chan- 
nels, and a full-size universal remote 
that has keys for controlling the de- 
coder, a TV, a cable box, and a VCR. 
You also get a free 30-day subscription. 

The box has a smooth, convex Plexi- 
glas face with no front-panel controls 
and only a single red LED indicator to 
prove that it’s alive. At 1.5 x 14 x 10.5 
inches (h/w/d), it’s about the size of a 
typical VCR, though much shorter, of 
course. Factor in its gun-metal gray 
cabinet and it disappears easily above 
or below a VCR—precisely as its de- 

signers intended. 

The supplied remote 
is a spacious and 
fairly straightforward 
affair. Though the re- 
mote has a 10-digit 
keypad at its bottom, 
the most distinctive 
features are its Star- 
Sight control keys, 
which are clustered 
in its middle. At the 
center of the cluster, 
in the spot where 
your thumb naturally 
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StarSight’s main grid, with a program pop-up 


falls when you hold the remote, is a 
large round key that’s designated with a 
star; it’s used to execute most of the ac- 
tion. The star key is surrounded by four 
cursor keys that allow basic up, down, 
right, and left movement while you’re 
on a grid. 

Above this central grouping are four 
keys marked TUNE, THEME, GUIDE, and 
EXIT. The TUNE button takes you direct- 
ly to programs you’ve highlighted on a 
grid, THEME accesses listings by type of 
program, GUIDE brings up the main 
grid, and ExiT shuts StarSight down and 
returns you to normal viewing. 

Below the central grouping are two 
plus/minus rocker controls marked DAY 
and PAGE; they let you jump forward or 
back on a grid in day or channel, re- 
spectively. 

Below these keys are three buttons 
marked TO DO, CANCEL, and LAST CHAN- 
NEL. Pushing TO DO accesses lists of 
programs you’ve elected to record and 
brings you to a menu of StarSight setup 
and housekeeping chores, CANCEL can 
be used like ExIT or to cancel a record- 
ing command, and LAST CHANNEL is 
used to flip back and forth between the 
two most recently selected channels. 

VideoGuide’s decoder is available 
only as a black box ($100). The unit is 
built by Sanyo, which has also invested 
$6 million in the company, and is being 
sold in Radio Shack outlets. Like the 
Magnavox CB1500, the VideoGuide 
box comes with everything you need to 
get up and running: the compact receiv- 
er/decoder, an AC power adaptor, a 
small video switcher, two infrared 
emitters, and a simple and highly er- 
gonomic universal remote. Free 30-day 
subscriptions to three different Video- 
Guide services—the basic listings 
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guide as well SportsGuide and News- 
Guide—are part of the package. After 
the 30 days are up, a basic subscription 
costs $50 annually; you can add one of 
the other guides for an extra $25 annu- 
ally or both of them for an extra $50 
annually. 

The two sub-guides are pretty neat. 
SportsGuide is a graphic box-score ser- 
vice that’s constantly updated by the 
same firm that TV and radio stations 
use for their minute-by-minute sports 
coverage. NewsGuide is an on-screen 
newspaper derived from ongoing AP 
and UPI wire stories. 

The VideoGuide receiver, which 
measures about 4 x 8 x 5.25 inches 
(h/w/d), is gorgeous. Form follows 
function, however—the Plexiglas 
“beak” up front is really the infrared re- 
ceiver/emitter that accepts commands 
from the remote and controls your TV; 
the box is designed so that the beak 
hangs over the lip of your set. 

VideoGuide’s remote is a looker, too. 
Its perfectly shaped handle flares as you 
move up, creating a fan-like effect, and 
its clever design uses only four buttons 
to control a wide number of Video- 
Guide and TV functions. When you 
hold the remote, your thumb naturally 
falls on a joystick that allows up/down 
or left/right movement. In Tv mode, the 
left/right action lowers or raises vol- 
ume; up/down changes channels. In 
GUIDE mode, the joystick is used just 
like cursor keys to move around the 
grids or listings. 

The joystick is actually nestled into a 
large, concave rocker marked Tv on top 
and GUIDE on the bottom; the rocker is 
used to turn the TV on or off and toggle 
back and forth between the two basic 
modes. Lastly, there are two “action” 
buttons, marked LAST and MUTE, to the 
left and right of the rocker, respectively. 
In TV mode, LAST is used to flick back 
and forth between your two most re- 
cently selected channels; MUTE does 
just what you’d expect it to. In GUIDE 
mode, however, the function of these 
buttons is determined by the selected 
guide screen. 


THE SETUP 

StarSight and VideoGuide may be de- 
signed to drop right into your system, 
but there are some fairly involved—if 
one-time-only—setup procedures to 
deal with once you’ve got the devices 
wired. Fortunately, both systems help 
you with on-screen prompts and excel- 
lent owner’s manuals. If you run into 
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trouble, know that each company main- 
tains an excellent customer-service op- 
eration via a toll-free phone number. 

The first thing Magnavox’s CB1500 
does when you plug it in is scan for 
available channels; during this drill, 
you'll see white noise on your screen. 
When the scanning drill is complete 
(indicated by the steady picture on your 
screen and the steady glow of the red 
LED on the CB1500’s front panel), you 
need to manually set your TV or cable 
box to your local PBS channel, MTV, 
or Nickelodeon. Then use the remote’s 
TO DO button to access the “To Do” 
menu and activate the registration 
process. 

From here, you’re taken through a se- 
ries of screens that ask you about your 
system (whether you’re using cable or 
an antenna, for example). Then you're 
given an ID and “star number” that are 
specific to your unit. The next step is to 
call StarSight at their toll-free number 
(manned 7 days a week from 6 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Pacific time) and register the 
unit. After that, you input the appropri- 
ate three-digit remote codes for your 
specific VCR and 
cable box. They can 
be found on a list in 
the owner’s manual 
or via StarSight’s 
phone rep; they al- 
low the StarSight 
decoder to change 
channels and acti- 
vate the recording 
functions on your 
VCR. You'll also 
need to program the 
universal remote 
with the codes for 
your VCR, TV, and, 
if you’re using one, 
cable box. 

Once you’re fully 
set up, it takes 4 to 
12 hours for the sys- 
tem to accumulate 
all of the listings da- 
ta that’s required to 
create your local 
grid. One catch: Be- 
cause StarSight list- 
ings are carried on 
the vBI of specific 
channels, you have 
to periodically tune 
to one of these sta- 
tions in order to re- 
ceive updated data. 
The loading/updat- 
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ing process takes an average of about 6 
hours and, ideally, you should set it up 
to do this once a day (just after you go 
to sleep or go to work would be a good 
idea). 

StarSight simplifies the updating 
process by allowing you to select—via 
the “To Do” menu—one of several 6- 
hour intervals, during which the de- 
coder will automatically tune to an ap- 
propriate channel and collect the data. 
If you use a cable box, the need to con- 
stantly update means that you’ll need to 
leave it powered during the selected in- 
terval. 

While this may sound inconvenient, it 
turned out to be pretty painless. At the 
interval I selected, the decoder auto- 
matically commanded my cable box to 
switch to the local PBS station; when 
the update was completed, it command- 
ed the cable box to return to the station 
it received last. Since the TV remains 
off, it’s a silent and virtually invisible 
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VideoGuide which sub- 
set of its program data 
you need. 

After that, you run 
through a series of 
screens that tell the de- 
coder whether you have 
a cable box and/or a 
VCR in your system and 
allow it to identify the 
infrared commands that 
are required to control 
your TV, VCR, and (if 
you’re using one) cable 
box. Instead of using re- 
mote-control codes from 


All Sports a directory for specific 


makes of TVs, VCRs, 
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once you’ve done this, it 
searches its database to 


StarSight’s “Theme Guide” (top), “Sports” sub-category see if it recognizes the 


operation. If you don’t use a cable box, 
the StarSight decoder will change its 
built-in tuner to PBS for data collec- 
tion, so the operation will be complete- 
ly automatic and undetectable. 

Though VideoGuide’s information is 
automatically updated and doesn’t re- 
quire any work on your part, setting it 
up it may require some special proce- 
dures, since the system might need to 
be trained with infrared commands 
from your TV and VCR remotes. The 
actual hookup is easy, however, and, 
unlike StarSight, there’s no need to call 
an 800 number to initially register your 
unit. The entire process is simplified by 
a supplied (and well-produced) 12- 
minute videotape that explains the pro- 
cedure and familiarizes neophytes with 
system features and operation. 

The first thing you’ll see when you 
access VideoGuide is a “Welcome to 
VideoGuide” screen. This is immedi- 
ately followed by a series of tutorial 
screens intended to familiarize you 
with the system’s basic features and op- 
eration (another nice touch). Once 
you've stepped through the tutorial, the 
decoder begins the setup process by 
asking for your zipcode; you use the re- 
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codes and, therefore, 
your gear. If it can’t find your models, 
you'll have to train the decoder by 
holding each remote’s emitter-end di- 
rectly against the decoder’s beak and 
following the on-screen commands. 

Once you're set up, all you have to 
do is wait 24 hours while the decoder 
collects the grid listings that are appro- 
priate for your zipcode. After that, list- 
ings are constantly updated as long as 
the decoder remains powered up (as it 
always should be)—there’s no need to 
leave the cable box on or to tune to any 
particular station to receive data. In this 
light, VideoGuide is more convenient 
than StarSight. 

When your decoder starts getting da- 
ta, it'll learn what day you turned it on 
and will automatically start counting 
down your 30-day free trial. When 
there are 10 days left to the trial, you’ll 
see a reminder when you turn your TV 
on and first access the guide to call 
VideoGuide and subscribe or face the 
dreaded service interruptus. When you 
sign up, you'll supply your zipcode and 
the decoder’s serial number, and 
VideoGuide will use this data to send 
your decoder its own authorization 
code. Pretty smart. 





THE SYSTEMS IN ACTION 

Channel-surfing with an on-screen 
guide is, to put it simply, a new way of 
watching television. What was once a 
passive exercise becomes an interactive 
game—an entertainment within enter- 
tainment. To maximize the experience, 
any on-screen guide needs to have sey- 
eral attributes. 

First, it must provide a seamless gate- 
way in and out of the programs or in- 
formation services you choose to ac- 
cess; the ideal is instantaneous re- 
sponse. A good on-screen guide should 
also provide a degree of customization, 
enabling you to change the grids to suit 
your viewing preferences. Quality of 
information is another factor, of course; 
ultimately, a guide that provides more 
program information will be more valu- 
able, as will one that offers special 
grids for different types of programs or 
services. Finally, a guide should look 
good on-screen and be easy to read. 

StarSight and VideoGuide scored 
very differently in each of these areas. 
Neither system was perfect. But de- 
pending on what you watch and what’s 
important to you, each has benefits and 
shortcomings. 

Surfing on StarSight begins when you 
hit the remote’s GUIDE button, which 
automatically brings up the main Star- 
Sight grid. The grid essentially obliter- 
ates all but a thin slice of the currently 
selected program, though the program’s 
sound is audible. But the program is 
there, and that’s key. With VideoGuide, 
the TV signal is switched off whenever 
you access the guide. Since StarSight is 
accompanied by some semblance of the 
currently tuned channel, you can moni- 
tor it and return to it immediately— 
when a commercial ends and the show 
returns, for example, or if wild ap- 
plause and cheers alert you to the fact 
that a big play has just taken place in a 
football game. (Note, too, that this en- 
ables a new-and-improved version of 
StarSight, currently available only in 
new Zenith TVs, to offer a pip-like win- 
dow that displays the image of the cur- 
rently tuned channel.) 

The StarSight grid is organized with a 
grid date in the top-left corner, and, 
alongside, a horizontal bar that contains 
a highlighted day-of-the-week indica- 
tor. Directly below this bar is a time bar 
that covers 90 minutes of program- 
ming; it’s broken up into half-hour in- 
crements, similar to the heading of the 
TV listings in your local newspaper. 
Channels run down the left side of the 











grid and are indicated inside colored 
ovals that contain either a channel num- 
ber or a network abbreviation, such as 
CNN or ESPN. A status bar running 
along the bottom of the grid contains, 
from left to right, the abbreviation for 
the currently tuned network, the net- 
work’s full name, the channel number, 
the exact time of day, and the current 
day and date. 

The program listings reside in the 
center of the grid. Moving the on- 
screen cursor to highlight a program 
and pressing the remote’s star key caus- 
es a “pop-up” to appear—essentially a 
yellow box with black type that gives 
the full title of the highlighted program, 
its time and length, its type (education- 
al, documentary, news, and so on), and 
a description—usually a single sen- 
tence providing a plot synopsis or, for 
news or talk shows, a list of scheduled 
guests or subjects. If the program is a 
movie, you'll see a short list of leading 
actors, the genre (comedy, drama, and 
so on), a star rating, the year the film 
was made, the MPAA rating (if the film 
has been rated), and any parental advi- 
sories (such as “violence” or “adult sit- 
uations’). You’ll also be told if the pro- 
gram is being broadcast with a stereo 
soundtrack or closed captioning. 

Moving around the main grid is made 
easier by the remote’s PAGE and DAY 
keys. Only 10 channels are displayed at 
any given time on the grid, so you 
might have up to five or six “pages” to 
cruise for any given time slot, depend- 
ing on the total number of channels you 
receive. The PAGE button lets you 
quickly get to the channels not current- 
ly displayed on the grid, while the DAY 
key lets you go forward or back in time 
without having to sequentially move 
the cursor across several days of pro- 
gramming. 

To speed things along, StarSight lets 
you customize the grid by removing 
channels you don’t watch. You can also 
arrange the remaining channels in any 
order you choose. To do either task, 
you access the appropriate screen via 
the “To Do” menu and then use the cur- 
sor keys to remove or move channel se- 
lections. The process is tedious, but you 
only need to do it once. 

Tuning to a show that’s highlighted in 
the grid is as easy as hitting the re- 
mote’s TUNE button. And here’s a big 
bonus: Once you’re tuned to any given 
channel (and the grid has disappeared), 
the status bar from the bottom of Star- 


Sight’s grid remains at the bottom of 





your screen; it tells you what network 
and channel number you’ve landed on, 
the time, and the date. Directly above 
it, you’ll see another helpful pop-up, 
this one giving you the title of the pro- 
gram or movie you’ve just tuned to 
along with the time remaining. These 
incredibly helpful displays disappear 
about 3 seconds after you’ve tuned to 
the channel. Pressing the star button at 
any time—and on any program—brings 
them up again. 

It gets better: If you use the plus/mi- 
nus channel rocker on StarSight’s re- 
mote to scan channels (which StarSight 
calls “channel-grazing”’), the status bar 
and the pop-up with the show-title and 
time-remaining information are dis- 
played for about 3 seconds whenever 
you change channels. And if you press 
the star button while the pop-up is dis- 
played, you'll get a third box that con- 
tains the same program description 
you’d get if you were accessing infor- 
mation from the grid. This is a great 
mode to use when you’ve just turned 
the TV on and want to find out what 
show is on the current channel, how 
much of it you’ve missed, and what it’s 
about. Note that the 
program-description 
pop-up remains on- 
screen and changes 
content to match the 
program as you 
change channels 
with the rocker key; 
to cancel it, you hit 
the star key to back 
your way out or 
simply hit EXIT to go 
back to full-screen 
viewing. 

“Browsing” is an- 
other excellent way 
to find out what’s 
on. Using the re- 
mote’s up/down cur- 
sor keys while you 
are watching TV 
(as opposed to 
scanning the grid) 
puts you in the 
BROWSE mode. In 
it, the initial status 
bar and pop-up 
you get in GRAZING 
mode appear at the 
bottom of your 
screen for the se- Je 
lected channel. Hit- 
ting one of the cur- 
sors changes the 
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content of the pop-up as if you were 
changing channels, but the channel 
doesn’t actually change—in other 
words, you can watch a show while us- 
ing the pop-ups to see, in detail, what 
else is on. And hitting the star button in 
this mode accesses the secondary, pro- 
gram-description pop-up. Cool! 

If you find a show that interests you 
in the pop-ups, you can tune to it by 
hitting the remote’s TUNE key. The 
BROWSE mode is great for keeping an 
eye on the current program, since the 
displays consume very little of the TV 
picture (unlike the full-size grid, which 
blocks out most of the screen). 

Finally, you can change channels by 
directly inputting the channel you want 
using the remote’s 10-digit keypad. The 
number you punch in appears in a 
white box in the top-right corner of the 
screen, and the channel changes auto- 
matically without further keystrokes. 

Along with its basic grid, StarSight 
provides two additional guides for find- 
ing shows. One is the “Channel Guide,” 
which can be accessed whenever 
you’re in the main grid. Say you like 
the Discovery channel and want to 
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know—quickly—what they’re showing 
in the hours and days ahead. You could 
press the GUIDE button and then use the 
right cursor to scroll horizontally 
through the grid, or you could use the 
down cursor to move to The Discovery 
Channel (DISC) and press GUIDE a sec- 
ond time, which takes you into the 
“Channel Guide.” Do that and you’ll 
get a sequential listing of everything 
that’s programmed for DISC for the 
next 7 days. Eleven shows appear on 
each page, and you can step through the 
pages using the PAGE button. If the pro- 
gram that’s currently being broadcast 
on DISC looks interesting, you can 
jump to it by highlighting it and hitting 
TUNE; if it'll be broadcast in the future, 
you can easily tag it for recording by 
hitting the remote’s RECORD button. 

The last way to find programs with 
StarSight is through the “Theme 
Guide.” Pressing the remote’s THEME 
button brings up a menu of 11 themes, 
including MOVIES, SPORTS, and COMEDY. 
Using the cursor to highlight a theme 
and then pressing the star key brings up 
a list of sub-categories. Under MOVIES, 
for example, there are 11 separate genre 
selections. A sub-category can be high- 
lighted using the cursor keys, and hit- 
ting the star key will access a sequen- 
tial listing of its contents. Again, 
pressing TUNE or RECORD will initiate 
the appropriate action for a highlighted 
program. 

As mentioned, recording with Star- 
Sight is a simple process. You can press 
the remote’s RECORD button at any time 
to initiate recording of a show you’re 
watching or to record any current or 
upcoming show in a grid or sub-screen. 
In each case, the decoder will ask if 
you want the selected show to be 
recorded once, daily (Monday through 
Friday), or weekly. If you’re recording 
once (the default selection), you only 
need to press RECORD a second time to 
lock in the command. Otherwise, just 
move to the appropriate selection with 
the down cursor key and then press 
RECORD. 

At this point, the program is automat- 
ically added to one of two running lists 
that the StarSight decoder keeps in 
memory—one for one-time recordings, 
the other for serial recordings. These 
lists can be viewed at any time simply 
by pressing the remote’s TO DO button. 
Pressing TO DO once gets you to your 
one-time list, pressing it twice takes 
you to your serial-recordings list, and 
pressing it a third time takes you to the 
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TO DO menu for setup-type chores. 

The recording lists include (from left 
to right) the channel, day, time, title, 
and length of the selected program. 
While in the list, you can use the cursor 
keys to highlight any program and then 
press the star key to get a program-in- 
formation pop-up. You can also cancel 
any highlighted program on a recording 
list by hitting the remote’s CANCEL key. 
Your VCR also has to be loaded with 
blank tape, of course, and it has to be 
turned off when it’s expected to record. 


StarSight’s 
“Channel Guide” 
lets you scan 

7 days of 
programming for 
any channel. 


If you don’t use a cable box, Star- 
Sight will record the shows you’ve se- 
lected by tuning your VCR’s tuner to 
the appropriate channel before record- 
ing. Since the StarSight decoder still 
has its own built-in tuner, you can 
watch other shows while you’re record- 
ing. To effect this, you simply hit your 
VCR’s TV/VcR button after recording 
has begun to put it into TV mode. You 
can then use the StarSight remote’s 
plus/minus channel rocker to select a 
channel for viewing. 

StarSight uses different colors to seg- 
regate channels in the grid and set off 
the various indicator rows and columns 
from the actual listings; color is also 
used when a program is highlighted. 
The type is highly readable from nor- 
mal viewing distances—provided your 
TV’s screen is a 19-incher or larger. For 
the record, StarSight was superior to 
VideoGuide on the smaller sets I tried 
out, though neither was ideal. 

I have two minor complaints about 
StarSight’s graphics. First, they’re seri- 
ously dated by today’s standards; com- 
puter users familiar with a Macintosh 
or Windows environment will find them 
almost painfully simplistic. The plain 
type face is reminiscent of what’s used 
today for closed captioning, which— 
while highly readable—is just plain 
old. The abbreviations for the different 
networks can also be arcane. (Video- 
Guide’s use of network symbols is a far 
nicer way to go.) StarSight says its 
graphics were designed to maximize 
readability and minimize memory re- 





quirements; I’m sure their simplicity 
does minimize memory needs, but aes- 
thetically they’re a yawn. 

My other complaint is that the pro- 
gram-information pop-up changes size 
and moves around as you highlight dif- 
ferent channels on the grid. Say you go 
to the main grid to see what’s on: You 
position the cursor at the top of the 
screen, activate the info pop-up with 
the star key, and begin working your 
way down the current time column. 
The pop-up box for the first channel 
obliterates the middle and lower part of 
the grid. As you move down the col- 
umn to different channels, the pop-up 
box changes to reflect the highlighted 
program—but it also repositions itself 
constantly to get out of the way of your 
walking cursor. This can be annoying 
and slows you down when you’re try- 
ing to move quickly through the grid to 
select a program. 


MONDO VIDEOGUIDE 

VideoGuide again has a better solu- 
tion—it uses a fixed box at the bottom 
of the screen, and your eye quickly 
learns where to go to get program in- 
formation. This method has two trade- 
offs, though: slightly smaller type, and 
fewer channels displayed on any given 
page of the grid (seven or eight as op- 
posed to StarSight’s 10). I found these 
trade-offs to be acceptable, as long as 
you have an adequately sized screen. 

As I’ve said, graphics are one of 
VideoGuide’s best attributes. And that’s 
not all: Unlike StarSight, VideoGuide 
offers a true one-touch recording op- 
tion. Its additional SportsGuide and 
NewsGuide services are truly outstand- 
ing (though you do have to pay extra 
for them). And the system offers some 
unique and helpful listing formats that 
StarSight doesn’t provide. 

But VideoGuide isn’t perfect. Where 
it comes up short, in fact, is in basic 
everyday operation. I simply found its 
interface more difficult to use, primari- 
ly because of VideoGuide’s (over)sim- 
plified, four-button remote. 

After turning your TV on (by press- 
ing the Tv button on the top of the 
VideoGuide remote’s giant rocker, the 
first step in getting to the system’s grids 
and services is to press the VIDEOGUIDE 
button at the bottom of the rocker: This 
brings you into the system’s main 
menu. Recall that accessing Video- 
Guide shuts down the TV signal, so 
you'll have no way to monitor the sta- 
tus of the currently tuned channel. 
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What you’ll see on the screen are full- 
screen VideoGuide graphics; whenever 
you press one of the remote’s keys, 
you'll hear a reassuring “bonk” (or oth- 
er sound) that indicates your command 
has been received. 

Enter the main menu and you'll see 
the “banner,” a bar that runs across the 
top of every VideoGuide screen. The 
left of the banner displays a logo. In the 
main menu, it’s VideoGuide’s logo; as 
you access different services or grids, 
the logo changes to indicate where you 
are. To the right of the banner is a high- 
resolution graphic rendering of the cen- 
ter portion of the VideoGuide remote, 
showing the joystick and the two action 
buttons, which are represented by blue 
and green bars that match the actual 
buttons. 

Inside these bars are labels that indi- 
cate the action taken when the keys are 
hit; these change depending on the 
screen or menu “tile” you’re on. If you 
select the “Program Guide” in the main 
menu, the action keys are marked EAR- 
LIER and LATER; they’re used to change 
the time and day where you’ll enter the 
selected grids. At the far right of the 
banner is a time-of-day clock, which is 
also constant. When the batteries in 
your remote run low, this graphic will 
alternately flash the clock and a battery 
icon. Pretty neat. 

Graphic symbols that indicate each 
available VideoGuide service or grid 
run down the left side of the main 
menu; each is labeled at right. As men- 
tioned, the fixed information box ap- 
pears at the bottom of the screen. This 
box displays program info when you’re 
cruising the grid or game summaries 
when you’re using SportsGuide. 

From the main menu, you can use the 
joystick to scroll down to select one of 
several options, including the various 
services, a record list, and a couple of 
diagnostic and setup modes. The first 
grid listed is the “Program Guide,” 
which will probably get the most use 
for scanning the guide, selecting chan- 
nels, or setting up recordings. 

Three options within “Program 
Guide” can be selected with the joy- 
stick. The “Standard” grid features sev- 
en channels running down the left side, 
each identified by its network logo or 
call letters, or, if they aren’t used, by a 
channel number. Listings for 90 min- 
utes, broken into 30-minute segments, 
are displayed. Above the channel and 
grid listings is a bar that indicates the 
day and time segments represented on 
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the grid. You use the joystick to high- 
light programs on the grid; as you do, 
the content of the information box 
changes accordingly. 

The information provided is similar 
to that found in StarSight’s pop-ups, 
though, again, VideoGuide’s graphics 
are superior, with familiar newspaper- 
type symbols to indicate closed cap- 
tioning and MPAA ratings. VideoGuide 
also provides more information than 
StarSight for some programs; along 
with the lead actors, for example, the 


VideoGuide 
often provided a 
bit more info 
than StarSight, 
and its graphics 
are superior. 


former listed the director for some 
movies and some summaires were 
more detailed. (Though both companies 
get their listings data from TVDT, they 
format the data according to their own 
formulas.) The differences in wording 
and content were usually minor on the 
programs I cross-checked, however. 

To tune in a highlighted program on 
the VideoGuide grid, you hit the Tv 
button on the remote’s giant rocker 
switch—this will bring you back to the 
TV mode, and the channel will automat- 
ically change to the selected show. 

You can also record directly from this 
or any other grid. In the “Standard” 
grid, the remote’s blue action key acti- 
vates recording, while the green key 
jumps you 24 hours ahead in the guide; 
these options are indicated clearly by 
the banner line’s RECORD and NEXT DAY 
labels. 

Pressing the RECORD key automatical- 
ly activates a one-time recording of the 
highlighted program. If the program is 
currently playing, your VCR will begin 
recording; if it’s a future recording, it'll 
be added to your “Record List.” If you 
want to record regularly, you can press 
RECORD again; this takes you directly to 
the “Record List,” where you can tog- 
gle to the selected program with the 
joystick and select serial recording. By 
setting up one-time recording as a de- 
fault (rather than asking you to select it 
from a menu, as StarSight does), 
VideoGuide delivers true one-touch 
recording for most occasions. As with 
StarSight, you'll be able to record one 


program while you watch another as 
long as your system doesn’t require the 
services of a cable box; your VCR’s 
and TV’s tuners, respectively, handle 
the duties. 

VideoGuide also excels with the lay- 
out of and information in its “Record 
List.” Unlike StarSight, only one se- 
quential list of selected recordings is 
kept, with an indicator to the right of 
each selection to show whether it’s a 
one-time or serial recording. The ever- 
present info box at the bottom of the 
screen reminds you of the content of 
each program as you scroll down, and a 
terrific display that’s located above the 
info box indicates the amount of blank 
tape your VCR will need over the next 
24 hours to record the programs you’ve 
selected. This is extremely useful— 
StarSight asks you to read the duration 
of each show directly off of your record 
list and then tally the figures up to com- 
pute how much tape you need. It’s a 
chore you shouldn’t have to perform 
yourself—and you don’t have to with 
VideoGuide. 

Along with the standard VideoGuide 
program grid, you’ll also find an ex- 
panded grid and an alphabetical listing 
under the main menu’s “Program 
Guide” selection. The expanded grid is 
similar to the “Standard” guide, but it 
offers a wider 2-hour view (versus 90 
minutes) and eight channels per page 
(versus seven). To squeeze in the extra 
info, the expanded grid uses letters and 
abbreviations instead of station logos as 
well as more abbreviated titles for the 
programs. 

The alphabetical format—unique to 
VideoGuide—is yet another nice touch. 
Using the cursor keys, you can move to 
a segment of the alphabet, then scroll 
through an alphabetized listing to find 
out when a particular program is sched- 
uled. During the course of testing 
VideoGuide, I had occasion to tune into 
the last few minutes of a PBS docu- 
mentary on the flight of Apollo 13. Be- 
ing the resident space-weenie in my 
house, and knowing that PBS tends to 
repeat programs, I was able to find the 
show by title on the alphabetized list, 
which also told me when it would be 
repeated over the next 7 days. Once I 
located it, I hit the blue action key to 
add it to the “Record List,” slapped in a 
tape, and forgot about it. Three days 
later, the program was recorded exactly 
on schedule. If I’d been using Star- 
Sight, I would have had to call up the 
“Channel Guide” for my PBS station, 
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then slowly scroll through a sequential 
list of all upcoming shows to find my 
program. 

Moving down the VideoGuide main 
menu past the “Program Guide” takes 
you to “Program Views,” which calls 
up a sequential listing of movies. or 
sports. It’s convenient but far less com- 
prehensive and flexible than StarSight’s 
11 theme menus and their various sub- 
menus. This is a big plus for StarSight. 

SportsGuide and NewsGuide are a 
kick, though. SportsGuide provides a 
truly inspired selection of up-to-the 
minute game scores, along with pre-, 
post-, and in-game summaries and 
league standings. Virtually no profes- 
sional or college sport is left out; cover- 
age runs from the traditional to tennis, 
auto racing, and others. Each sport is 
grouped together in the listings and 
identified by its own graphic logo on 
the left side of the SportsGuide screen. 
Use the cursor to highlight a particular 
game, and you'll get the scoring (bro- 
ken out by quarter, inning, and so on) 
in the highlighted box plus a current 
game summary in the info box. If the 
game’s on, you can hit the remote’s Tv 
button to automatically tune to it; if you 
want to record a current or future game, 
highlight it and hit the blue RECORD 
key. Highlight the box for league stand- 
ings in a particular sport and they’ll ap- 
pear in the info box. You can also cus- 
tomize the main menu to always bring 
you directly to the SportsGuide grid for 
the sport of your choice. If you like the 
idea of centralizing your access to daily 
sports data in one convenient place, 
SportsGuide is a winner. 

Similarly, news hounds will love 
NewsGuide. Enter this area and a 
newspaper-like banner at the top pro- 
claims this screen as “The VideoGuide 
News.” As with many newspapers, 
boxes to either side of the title carry the 
weather and the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average—the cool part is that the infor- 
mation in these boxes is constantly up- 
dated. Below the banner, a series of 
headlines runs down the left side and a 
large window on the right displays the 
copy for the selected story. You can use 
the action buttons to walk through suc- 
cessive pages of copy for a selected 
story, and you can scroll through the 
stories or access a detailed local weath- 
er report or lottery results. News- 
Guide’s information may be easier than 
SportsGuide’s to get from other 
sources—from CNN’s Headline News, 
for example—but it’s still nice to be 
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able to instantly access a specific piece 
of news when you want it. 

As noted, I found VideoGuide to be 
clumsier to use than StarSight. This be- 
came apparent the first time I accessed 
the “Standard” grid. It requires two 
strokes of the GUIDE rocker just to get 
in—one to access the main menu, the 
other to access the “Program Guide” 
from its default location at the top of 
the main menu. This is a time-chewing 
nuisance; a better solution would have 
been to have the GUIDE rocker take you 
immediately into the “Program Guide” 


SportsGuide 
provides a truly 
inspired mix 

of scores, 
summaries, and 
standings. 


(the most frequently used feature) and 
then provide some kind of access from 
that grid to the main menu, for those 
times when you want to dabble with the 
other services. A customized default 
option that’d let you program the GUIDE 
rocker to access your most frequently 
used service first would be even better. 
Getting around the grid once you’re 
in can also get a little tiresome. The pri- 
mary problem is that the remote lacks 
StarSight’s PAGE key, which allows you 
to quickly access channels at the bot- 
tom of the listing. Without it, you’re 
forced to sequentially walk through 
every channel with the joystick. As you 
go, the cursor kicks into high hear—but 
as it does, the data in the grid disap- 
pears. When you finally stop on or near 
the channel you want, you have to wait 
a moment while the grid and the infor- 
mation box replenishes itself. All of 
this takes time, making surfing awk- 
ward. We want to go, go, go, baby! 
VideoGuide and StarSight also differ 
on grid customization. The former 
takes a unique approach: A feature 
called SmartSort actually analyzes the 
way you use the system and customizes 
the grid accordingly. When you first set 
the system up, the grids list available 
channels in order of national popularity. 
(I guess that puts CBS at the bottom.) 
As you use the system repeatedly, how- 
ever, SmartSort shifts the channel or- 
der, moving the channels you select 
most often to the top of the grid. If 
you’re always tuning in to ESPN, for 


example, it'll eventually find its way to 
the top of your grid. And if your view- 
ing habits change, the grid order will 
reflect them. Very clever. 

Some people might prefer a stable 
grid they can learn and count on; others 
may like to organize their grids a cer- 
tain way—say, premium movie chan- 
nels grouped together at the top, and in 
a particular order. VideoGuide doesn’t 
let you customize your grids, but Star- 
Sight does. As mentioned, StarSight al- 
so lets you remove channels you never 
watch from your grid; SmartSort mere- 
ly moves these channels to the bottom. 

A more troublesome difference lies in 
the remotes. Since VideoGuide’s re- 
mote lacks the StarSight remote’s 10- 
digit keypad, there’s no way to go di- 
rectly from, say, Channel 5 to Channel 
32. You'll have to move through every- 
thing in between—either by walking 
through the guide or sequentially 
changing channels. Likewise, the only 
VCR function you can initiate from the 
VideoGuide remote is recording; there 
are no other transport keys for play- 
back. The result is that youll want to 
keep both your TV and VCR remotes 
close at hand at all times with 
VideoGuide. If you’re using StarSight’s 
universal remote, you can pretty much 
stow the other remotes away. 


CLEARLY, STARSIGHT AND VIDEOGUIDE 
represent the first generation of a new 
type of product that’s here to stay. Both 
show at least some evidence of their 
fledgling status, and there’s no doubt 
that future generations will become 
even more user-friendly and more at- 
tractive. But there’s no compelling rea- 
son to wait for second-generation ver- 
sions; both of these systems deliver 
many useful benefits right now. 
Deciding which one is right for you is 
a matter of personal taste, of course. If 
you like a simple, uncomplicated re- 
mote that’s really fun to hold and oper- 
ate, if you’re a sports or news fanatic, 
and if you appreciate fine styling and 
state-of-the-art graphics, VideoGuide 
may be the best choice. If you prefer 
more flexibility and control while 
you're surfing, and you’re not afraid of 
learning a few extra keystrokes, Star- 
Sight may be your ticket. If I had to 
choose one to suit my needs, I’d go 
with StarSight—it simply does more 
and asks you to do less. And you can be 
sure I’d delete the cable channel with 
that dumb scrolling program guide 
from the main grid. |] 
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Spice up your bedroom system 


for around $1,000 


BEDIIME STORY 


IKE SO MANY COUPLES, SELA AND 

Aaron Ochiel don’t just think of 

the bedroom as a place to 

sleep the night away. They al- 

so like to partake in other more 

stimulating activities while in 
the confines of their private boudoir 
... like capping off a long day with 
a good movie. Lately, however, the 
couple hasn't been satisfied with the 
ambiance produced by their bed- 
room's stripped-down system, which 
consists of a late-model 25-inch TV 
set and Hi-Fi VCR. 


DCM CX-007 surrounds 





38 DECEMBER 1995 VIDEO 





Positively smitten with (and some- 
what spoiled by) the impact pro- 
duced by the home-theater system 
that dominates their living room, 
Sela and Aaron are determined to 
recreate the same aura in their bed- 
room. To initiate the TV and VCR’s 
metamorphosis into a sheer “bed- 
room theater,” the couple decided 
to buy a modest A/V receiver with 
good Dolby Pro Logic decoding 
and a nice-sounding—but sma//— 
five-piece speaker package. Their 
budget is a relatively generous 
$1,000, and they’re adamant about 
avoiding the installation complexi- 
ties of in-wall speakers. 

The problem is that they're new to 
their area, and the only electronics 
shops they've been able to locate 
are “superstores.” Not wanting to 
deal with them (and missing the A/V 
specialist who'd helped them be- 
fore), Sela and Aaron turned to 
VIDEO for help. We told their story to 
three A/V specialists, who were hap- 
py to take on the challenge. Their 
picks follow; prices quoted are real- 
world figures before sales tax. 


Ken Paulson 

Paulson’s Audio and Video 
Farmington Hills, Ml 

KEEPING IN MIND THAT THE OCHIELS WANT 
to build a bedroom theater, | chose 
components that complement a 
small room. Technics’ SA-GX690 
A/V receiver provides a solid foun- 
dation, pumping out 100 watts to 
each of the three front channels, 
and in addition to Dolby Pro Logic it 
has several soundfield modes for 
programs that aren’t encoded with 
DPL. The multibrand remote that’s 
supplied with the receiver should 
come in handy in the bedroom; it’s 
preprogrammed for most TVs and 
VCRs, so the Ochiels should be 
able to use it to control the entire 
system. 

DCM’s CX Series speakers should 
satisfy the couple’s needs in terms 
of both quality and price. The CXs 
are generally considered to be su- 
perior performers and a great value; 
they're also small enough to fit on 
practically any type of furniture or 


(1) Technics SA-GX690 


$399 
A/V receiver 
(2) DCM CX-17 $349 
main speakers 
(1) DCM CX-Center $129 
center speaker 
(2) DCM CX-007 $138 


rear speakers 


even on pedestal stands. For the 
mains, two CX-17s will do as great a 
job with music as with video, and 
they'll kick out a respectable 
amount of bass, so a subwoofer 
won't be needed. A CX-Center and 
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TWO’FER: Cerwin-Vega HT-S5s 


two CX-007s will match the CX-17s 
acoustically. The Center can sit 
atop the Ochiel’s TV, and the 007s 
are really tiny. It’s easy to mount 
them on the walls; alternatively, 
they won't take up much space if 
they're placed on nightstands. 


TEM Il: 

(1) Kenwood KRV-6070 $288 
A/V receiver 

(2) Paradigm Atom $198 
main speakers 

(1) Paradigm CC-100 $179 
center speaker 

(2) Paradigm Micro $158 
rear speakers 

(1) Paradigm PS-800 $399 


powered subwoofer 


Brad Bolotin 

Wildwest Electronics 

Reno, NV 

I'D RECOMMEND KENWOOD’S KRV-6070 
A/V receiver and a full complement 
of Paradigm speakers—including a 
powered subwoofer. The 6070 is a 
good-sounding, powerful receiver 


Technics SA-GX690 A/V receiver 











for the price. It’s rated to deliver 70 
watts to each of the three front 
channels and 20 watts to each rear 
speaker, and it has a Dolby Pro 
Logic decoder, a THEATER mode, 
and a flexible remote control. 

Paradigm speakers deliver in- 
credible sound quality at a price 
that few speaker companies can 
match. | recommend a pair of their 
Atoms for the mains, a CC-100 
center channel, a pair of Micros for 
the rear, and the PS-800 subwoofer. 
Though this package comes in a lit- 
tle over budget, its performance 
definitely justifies the extra expen- 
diture. The Ochiels could eliminate 
the powered sub if the $1,000 ceil- 
ing can’t be broken, but if they 
keep it, they'll be amazed at how 
close this system comes to sound- 
ing like their living-room system. 





Ty Mackie 

Bernie’s 

Springfield, MA 

SONY’S STRD-565 A/V RECEIVER COMES 
with Dolby Pro Logic, so it'll do a 
great job with movies. But it also 









has STADIUM and HALL surround- 
sound modes that'll enable the 
Ochiels to enjoy all types of pro- 
grams in surround sound. The 565 
is rated to deliver 60 watts to each 
of the front left/right speakers, 50 
watts to the center, and 20 watts to 
the rear. That isn’t as much power 
as you get with some other A/V re- 
ceivers, but it shouldn't make a dif- 
ference in a bedroom, especially 
with the speaker system I’m recom- 
mending. 

The Cerwin-Vega package I've 
picked out is designed for listening 
to music as well as movies. It con- 
sists of an HT-10D 10-inch sub- 
woofer, four HT-S5s (two for the 
front, and two for the rear), and an 
HT-MDC for the center channel. 
The C-Vs are a bargain, and the 


SYSTEM Ill: $998 


(1) Sony STRD-565 $249 
A/V receiver 

(4) Cerwin-Vega HT-S5 $400 
satellites 

(1) Cerwin-Vega HT-MDC =: $129 
center speaker 

(1) Cerwin-Vega HT-10D $220 


subwoofer 


satellites and center are similar 
enough in size and driver layout to 
produce matched sound. They also 
sound full—and get loud!—with 
very little power, and the addition of 
the subwoofer will shake the 
Ochiels’ bed! — Chuck Tannert 
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One minute, you're eating popcorn at home. The next, you’re being transported to the wilds of Africa. The swamps 
of Montana seventy million years ago. Or even the moon. With Yamaha Cinema DSP, anything’s possible. © That's 
because only Cinema DSP can create the ultimate cinematic experience, right in your living room. We accomplish this 
through a unique method of multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dolby Pro Logic® © Digital 
Sound Field Processing is Yamaha’s exclusive technology that reproduces some of the finest performance spaces in the 
world. © Yamaha audio scientists measured the actual acoustic properties of these performance venues. Then trans- 


ferred that information to microchips that go into our A/V receivers. So you can access it in your home at the touch of a 
button. © And our digitally processed Dolby Pro Logic allows us to place dialogue and sound effects around the room, 
matching the action on the screen. © These two technologies enable us to accurately replicate the full ambiance of a 
multi-speaker movie theater, in an ordinary listening room. © All of which means we're able to offer a growing line of 
home theater components with Cinema DSP that outperform other comparatively priced products on the market, 


©.1995 Yamaha Electronics Corporation, USA. Cinema DSP is a trademark of Yamaha Electronics Corporation, Dolby Pro Logic is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 
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The RX-V2090. Easy-to-use features plus state-of-the-art technology. e learning remote 
control, on-screen display, 7-channel amplification, DSP, Cinema DSP and AC-3 compatibility. 


And that brings us to the RX-V2090 Home Theater A/V Receiver. One of this year’s most 

exciting new components. As you’d imagine, it comes with everything we've already men- 

tioned. © But, it also offers advanced features you might not expect in a single unit. Like 

multi-room, multi-source capabilities with two remotes for independent control of main 

system A/V sources from another listening room. @ The RX-V2090 has 7-channel amplification with 100w mains and 
center, and 35w front and rear effects. Pre-outs on all channels. 5 audio and 4 audio/video inputs with S-Video 
terminals. Yamaha linear damping circuitry. Plus discrete 5.1 channel line inputs for AC-3. And 10 DSP programs 
including 70mm movie theater. © Of course, not everyone has the need for a component this comprehensive. That’s 
why we offer a full line of six new A/V receivers. So you can choose the one that’s best for you. © Which means 


now all you have to worry about is cleaning up after those elephants before your next trip. YAM AH A 
© For the dealer nearest you, please call 1-800-4YAMAHA. 


Yamaha Electronics Corporation, USA. P.O. Box 6660, Buena Park, CA 90622 
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OVER THE FIRST HALF OF 
the °90s, home the- 
ater—which can be de- 
fined as a big-screen TV 
buoyed by a dedicated 
surround-sound audio system—has 
washed over our shores like a tidal 
wave, leaving a string of satisfied 
couch jockeys in its wake. And though 
better speakers, bigger amplifiers, and, 
in some cases, surround-sound proces- 
sors are being built into TV sets, even 
the finest onboard TV-audio package 
doesn’t come close to equaling the per- 
formance of a modest surround-sound 
system. Surround-sound quality is key, 
of course, since trying to enjoy a movie 
without a well reproduced soundtrack 
is like sitting through a Broadway ex- 
travaganza with earmuffs strapped to 
your head: You’ll get an eyeful, but 
you'll be missing half of the action. 
Each piece in the surround-sound 
chain is important, of course, but the 
most popular—and, perhaps, most mis- 
understood—component is the sub- 
woofer. A subwoofer is dedicated to re- 
producing only the lowest part of the 
audible spectrum; as such, it’s a com- 
plement to the front left, center, right, 
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and rear left and right speakers that 
make up a basic surround-sound sys- 
tem. The “misunderstood” part is that 
many people—including salespeople in 
big electronics-chain outlets—simply 
crank them up as loud as they can go, 
without any thought for musical accu- 
racy or a natural sonic presentation. 

A typical mid-’90s-vintage sub, par- 
ticularly one destined for a home-the- 
ater system, should be used to repro- 
duce frequencies down to about 25 Hz. 
Its upper limit—usually something be- 
tween the THX-certified “cutoff” of 80 
Hz and about 125 Hz—should be de- 
fined by the capabilities of the speakers 
with which it’s matched. Use a sub- 
woofer to produce frequencies above 
125 Hz or so and it’ll start to function 
as a woofer, calling attention to itself 
acoustically and destroying the realism 
of the experience. Overall output 
should be set so that this low bass adds 
authority to the rest of the audible spec- 
trum—but doesn’t drown it out. 

Though it spans only a few octaves, a 
sub’s intended frequency range is huge- 
ly important for home theater, because 
that’s where you find most of a film’s 
gut-wrenching low-level effects. We’re 
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talking explosions, train 
wrecks, thunder cracks, 
and big T-Rex foot- 
stomps—you know, 
the fun stuff. Simply 
put, a subwoofer adds 
the “oomph” to your 
home-theater system. 

In addition, it adds a much-needed 
foundation to music scores that include 
low frequencies—think Phantom of the 
Opera organ notes, bass drums, Charles 
Mingus’ bass, and a host of other musi- 
cal bottom-dwellers. 

A subwoofer generally resembles a 
largish cube, though many models are 
taller than they are wide. Construction - 
is generally of particleboard and wood 
veneer, though vinyl may be used on 
inexpensive models and true wood may 
be used on relatively expensive models. 

Contrary to popular opinion, howev- 
er, adding a subwoofer to your system 
can actually save space. Simple physics 
tells us that the size of the front left and 
right speakers used in a home theater 
(AKA the “main” speakers) is largely 
dictated by how much appreciable low 
bass their manufacturers want them to 
reproduce. Use a good subwoofer, and 
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(from top): Velodyne VA-1215X, 
PSB Subsonic Ill, Allison NL-5400P 


you can get by with significantly small- 
er main speakers—without sacrificing 
sound quality. In fact, taking this route 
should improve the overall frequency 
response of your system, since it’s 
tough for mains to deliver appreciable 
amounts of truly low bass no matter 
how big they are. Freeing them of this 
responsibility enables the speaker de- 
signer to craft a speaker that can do an 
excellent job of reproducing frequen- 
cies that are well within its capabilities. 

Some audiophiles and videophiles 
believe that using two well designed 
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subwoofers represents the ideal solu- 
tion in a full-blown home theater; oth- 
ers believe that an ideal system based 
on cutting-edge Dolby Surround AC-3 
processing may employ four or more 
subwoofers [“Surrounded,” October 

1995]. On the other hand, my re- 
search shows that a single sub run in 
mono is always preferable, since 

multiple subs can introduce 
acoustic anomalies. 
Because a lot of power is re- 
quired to reproduce low frequen- 
cies, most subs are equipped with 
their own built-in power ampli- 
fiers. Built-in amplification en- 

ables you to add a powered sub 

to virtually any system without 

overtaxing your A/V receiver 
or preamp/processor/amplifier 
combo, which really has enough to do 
as it is. 

In most cases, the best way to wire a 
powered sub into a system is to use a 
standard RCA cable to link the line- 
level RCA output jack marked suB- 
WOOFER, MONO, or PRE-OUT on the back 
of an A/V receiver or preamp/processor 
with the sub’s back-panel RCA input. If 
the A/v component lacks these outputs 
but the sub offers speaker terminals, the 
sub can still be connected via the A/v 
component’s main left/right speaker 
terminals: Common speaker wire runs 
from these terminals to the sub’s input 
speaker terminals, and additional wire 
runs from the sub’s output speaker ter- 
minals to the system’s main left/right 
speakers. 

Once a sub has been connected to a 
system, it needs to placed in the room 
and adjusted so that its output blends in 
naturally with the rest of the system. 
I’ve taken literally hundreds of in-room 
measurements and performed a series 
of controlled listening tests of a few 
dozen subwoofers, and my data reveals 
that the best way to use virtually any 
sub in virtually any room is to place it 
in a corner. The result usually is the 
smoothest possible response at lower 
frequencies. Since the low frequencies 
that are a sub’s domain are basically 
omnidirectional, you can place a sub in 
any corner—even in one that’s behind 
you—without upsetting the sonic im- 
age produced by your main and sur- 
round speakers. 

My research also shows that the sub’s 
“low-pass filter” should be set at some 
point below 100 Hz for best perfor- 
mance. The low-pass filter “tells” the 
sub at which frequency to begin repro- 





ducing sound. If you set a sub’s 
crossover to 80 Hz, for example, it will 
reproduce only those frequencies that 
fall below 81 Hz. Most subs provide a 
knob for “continuous” adjustment of 
the low-pass filter point. 

The low-pass “cutoff” point you se- 
lect should be inextricably linked with 
the low-bass capabilities of your sys- 
tem’s main speakers. Generally, you 
want the sub to begin producing low 
bass at the point where your mains stop 
producing it. Every speaker has a natur- 
al low-bass “rolloff” point, but many 
subs let you bypass the drill of discov- 
ering that point for your mains by of- 
fering a “high-pass” filter; you may get 
one or two high-pass cutoff choices, or 
the sub may offer a fixed cutoff. 

If the sub has an 80-Hz high-pass fil- 
ter (and you use it), for example, you 
should set the low-pass filter to 80 Hz; 
in this setup, the mains produce every- 
thing above that point and the sub pro- 
duces everything below it. Using iden- 
tical cutoffs for both filters is generally 
advisable, since muddy or bloated 
sound can result when the mains and 
sub “double up” on the task of repro- 
ducing bass. And since, as mentioned, a 
lot of power (relatively) is required to 
reproduce low bass, using a high-pass 
filter introduces a bonus: Because 
you'll be asking the mains to produce 
less low bass, all of the power that your 
system devotes to them will be used to 
help them do a better job of reproduc- 
ing higher-frequency sounds. 

Most subs also offer a phase control 
in the form of either a knob that offers 
continuous adjustment from 0 to 180 
degrees or a two-position switch with 
0- and 180-degree settings. Explaining 
the subject of phase would require an 
entire article, so suffice it to say that the 
best course is to simply use the switch 
or knob setting that produces the most 
bass while a// of the speakers in the 
system are playing (interactions be- 
tween a sub and the other speakers are 
what cause phase problems). 

The last key adjustment to make is 
the sub’s level. As mentioned, you 
don’t want thessub to drown out all of 
the other sounds. Yeu_want it to growl 
and rumble and boom appropriately 
with scenes that include raucous special 
effects, but it should contribute subtly 
to scenes that are calmer. Since most 
people don’t have real-world points of 
reference for the explosions and car 
wrecks that make up so many movie 
special effects, it’s easiest to set a sub’s 








level using a well-recorded music CD 
with which you’re familiar. Just adjust 
the knob until the bass sounds full, 
deep, and rich—again, without over- 
powering everything else. 

Comparing subwoofers prior to mak- 
ing a purchase can\ be tricky, since the 
tight frequency range in which they 
work means that the only differences 
that may be audible between compara- 
ble models are ultimate “low-end ex- 
tension” (how low the sub plays, denot- 
ed in hertz, or Hz) and peak output 
level (how loud the sub plays, denoted 
in decibels, or dB, of sound-pressure 
level, or SPL). The lower in frequency a 
subwoofer can go, and the louder it can 
play at the lowest frequencies (without 
unacceptable distortion), the more po- 
tential the sub has to deliver every last 
bit of bass in your favorite movies (and 
music CDs). 

Note, however, that movie sound- 
tracks, like most CDs, have virtually no 
sonic content below 25 Hz. This makes 
a sub’s ability to play below that point 
somewhat irrelevant in the real world— 
unless you harbor fanatical audiophile 
intentions. This means that smooth re- 
sponse down to 25 Hz is all you really 
need. In terms of output, 105 dB SPL is 
plenty in an average-size living room. 


TO GET A FEEL FOR THE CREAM OF THE 
current powered-subwoofer crop, we 
put 11 models through their paces. 
Manufacturers who accepted our invi- 
tation to participate in this comparison 
were allowed to submit any model they 
chose, with one stipulation: The sub’s 
suggested retail price had to be be- 
tween $750 and $1,000. We picked this 
range because we know from experi- 
ence that it provides an excellent bal- 
ance of performance and value. 

Most of the subs in this price range 
are capable of meeting the basic re- 
quirements of a home-theater system, 
which, as mentioned, is 25-Hz exten- 
sion and 105-dB output. The contes- 
tants include (in alphabetical order): 
Allison’s NL-5400P ($880), Altec 
Lansing’s PSW10 ($850), Cerwin—Ve- 
ga’s HT-12PWR ($900), Hsu Re- 
search’s HRSW12V ($850), KEF’s 
Model 30B AV ($750), Klipsch’s 
SW12 Series II ($1,000), M&K’s MX- 
125 ($995), Phase Technology’s Octave 
1.0 ($950), PSB’s Subsonic III ($899), 
Triad’s InRoom Silver ($1,000), and 
Velodyne’s VA-1215X ($999). 

Each model is an extremely sophisti- 
cated piece of engineering, employing 


a dedicated amplifier, filtering, and 
equalization to deliver loud, high-quali- 
ty bass with plenty of setup flexibili- 
ty—all from a relatively compact pack- 
age. Most of the subs use one 10- or 
12-inch driver mounted in a sealed or 
ported cabinet that consumes approxi- 
mately 2.5 square feet of floor space. 
They play loudly enough—well over 
100 dB spt from 30 to 50 Hz—to real- 
istically reproduce one of my bench- 
mark laserdiscs (the “gate-crash” se- 
quence from Terminator 2), and they’re 
musical enough to make audiophiles 
reach for the Kleenex. Their features 
and setup flexibility make it a snap to 
mate them with virtually all existing 
home-theater gear. 

Our contestants come in two basic 
varieties: First, we have the bigger, 
tougher, kick-out-the-jams variety 
exemplified by models from Alli- 
son, Cerwin-Vega, Hsu, Klipsch, 
M&K, Phase Tech, and Velodyne. 
These models feature 100- to 250- 
watt amplifiers and one or more 
12- or 15-inch woofers. The oth- 
er category, which includes Al- 
tec Lansing, KEF, PSB, and Tri- 
ad, feature smaller cabinets 
with more modest output. The 
unifying factor: All of these 
subs boast high-tech engi- 
neering features. 


TEST PROCEDURES 

I measured all of the sub- 
woofers in the “best cor- 
ner” of my 22 x 12-foot 
listening room, with 
“best” equating to optimal 
subwoofer performance as de- 
picted by a response map of the entire 
room. Measurements were taken with a 
MLSSA analyzer, and included fre- 
quency response (with a sub’s variable 
crossover set for both maximum and 
minimum bandwidth) and maximum 
output at the primary listening position 
(from 10 to 80 Hz with a limit of 10 
percent THD). For the max-output mea- 
surements, I used Audio Control’s 
3050a real-time analyzer and a B&K 
SPL meter, set the MLSSA to its SCOPE 
mode, and played a CD-R containing a 
special tone-burst signal developed by 
audio mainstay Don Keele. 

The performance chart on page 47 
lists two measurements each for fre- 
quency response and sPL: For frequen- 
cy response, you’ll see “F3,” the fre- 
quency where each sub’s output falls 3 
dB below its average output level (AKA 
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the “half-power” point) from its 
lower extreme to 80 Hz, and “F10- 
percent,” which indicates the lowest 
frequency at which each sub was 
able to produce audible output with 
a limit of 10 percent total harmonic dis- 
tortion. For spL, ’ve noted maximum 
and average SPL from each sub’s low- 
frequency extreme to 50 Hz, both with 
no more than 10 percent distortion. In 
ranking the subs, I also factored in each 
model’s ability to play smoothly right 
up to the point where distortion became 
unacceptable. 

After running the numbers, I listened 
to each sub, mating it with a pair of 
high-quality two-way monitors config- 
ured as a stereo pair; in all cases (ex- 
cept for the Hsu, which had a 91-Hz 
cutoff), the low-pass filter was dialed to 
80 Hz. While listening, I found that 
there were no significant differences in 
sound quality with ordinary rock or 
popular music—though there was with 
acoustic jazz and classical music. The 
subs that “went lower” consistently de- 
livered more satisfying deep bass, and 
those that got the loudest belted out 
more involving and more breathtaking 
special effects when I spun some 
movies in my laserdisc player. The 
ones that went lowest and got loudest 
were my favorites overall. Commentary 
on individual models, which are listed 
in ascending order of preference based 
on sheer performance, follows. 


KEF MODEL 30B AV 

The stylish 30B AV ($750) is the 
slimmest and trimmest sub in the 
group. Its smallish sealed cabinet hous- 
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Cerwin-Vega HT-12PWR 
(left), Altec Lansing PSW10 
(center), M&K MX-125 





es a 12-inch driver. Along with the Hsu 
HRSW12V and Velodyne VA-1215X, 
it’s the only model with a shielded cab- 
inet. The click-stop volume and 
crossover controls make the 30B AV 
very easy to use; they have good sensi- 
tivity in the right places and are easy to 
return precisely to a previous setting. 

The small cabinet limits bass perfor- 
mance, however. It extends down to 
31.5 Hz with 10 percent distortion; the 
half-power point was a good 29 Hz. 
Maximum output was only 95.8 dB 
SPL, and average output measured 93.5 
dB sPL over its 31.5 to 50-Hz range. 


ALTEC LANSING PSW10 

The 10-inch woofer in the PSW10 
($850) is housed in a sealed cabinet, 
which has a nice sense of style. There 
are some sophisticated electronics on- 
board, including an automatic loudness 
circuit that maintains realistic bass lev- 
els at low volume settings. All of its 
controls are on the front panel, simpli- 
fying their adjustment. And though no 
high-pass filtering is provided, the 
PSW10, along with the Velodyne VA- 
1215X, is the only sub that offers a 
choice of slopes for its low-pass 
crossover. 

This sub had a fine half-power point 
of 25 Hz, but it only delivered bass 
down to 31.5 Hz before our 10-percent- 
distortion ceiling was breached. Output 
was limited for this group, averaging 
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only 95.5 dB from 25 to 50 Hz with 
a peak output of 95.8 dB. 


ALLISON NL-5400P 

Finished in black lacquer, the lar- 
gish NL-5400P ($880) resembles a 
safe without a door. The thick, tough 
rubber feet provide stability and simpli- 
fy the process of moving the sub. The 
NL-5400P’s single 12-inch woofer fires 
down from the bottom of the sealed 
cabinet; high-pass filtering is fixed. The 
bottom of the cabinet also includes a 
pair of dual banana jacks for daisy- 
chaining a second NL-5400P. 

Performance was excellent in the 
bass-extension department, showing a 
half-power point of 25 Hz with low dis- 
tortion. Maximum output was still on 
the low side at 99.4 dB, and average 
output was only 96.4 dB over the criti- 
cal 25 to 50-Hz band—not enough to 
turn heads in this company. Frankly, I 
expected more output given the cabi- 
net’s size and the rating of the integral 
amplifier, which, at 300 watts, was the 
highest in this group. 





TRIAD INRoom SILVER 

Triad’s handsome InRoom Silver 
($1,000) uses a pair of 8-inch woofers 
and a sealed cabinet; two 8-inchers 
have roughly the same piston area as a 
single 12-inch woofer. The Triad 
doesn’t offer a high-pass filter. 

The Silver delivered 25 Hz with less 
than 10 percent distortion; the mea- 
sured half-power point was 27 Hz. Out- 
put was relatively low for this group, 
averaging 100.2 dB over the 25 to 50- 
Hz range. Maximum SPL was a reason- 
ably robust 102.2 dB, however— 





thanks, perhaps, to the inclusion of a 
250-watt-rated amp. 

Triad clearly intends to seduce sub- 
woofer shoppers who want good all- 
around performance, but also demand 
killer looks. The InRoom Silver really 
is stylish, with a small footprint, a neat 
wraparound-type grille, and a sweet 
marble top. 


KLIPSCH SW12 SERIES Il 

The SW12 Series II ($1,000) pairs a 
down-firing 12-inch passive radiator 
and a front-firing 12-inch woofer in a 
ported cabinet. Input and output con- 
nectors are located, as usual, on the 
lower edge of the rear panel, but the 
volume, phase, and crossover controls 
are conveniently situated behind the 
grille on the front panel. Along with 
PSB’s Subsonic III, the SW12 Series II 
is the only sub in the group without an 
auto-on function. The slope of the low- 
pass filter starts at 12 dB per octave, 
but sharpens to 24 dB per octave above 
120 Hz; a nice touch is that two high- 
pass cutoffs are provided. 

Measurements revealed a half-power 
point of 24 Hz, but the sub only hit 


31.5 Hz with our 10-percent-distortion 
reference point. And though the passive 
radiator produced some distortion at the 
sub’s output peak, output was very 
good—104.6 dB from 32 to 50 Hz, 
with a max of 106.5 dB. 


PSB SUBSONIC III 

The Subsonic III ($899) has a smart 
look, with a black-lacquer top. It also 
has a smart design, basically matching 
the smallest subs in this group for size 
but giving the biggest ones a run for 
their money in terms of performance. It 
uses a 12-inch woofer and a ported cab- 
inet. The lack of an auto-on function, 
and the presence of line-level outputs 
only for the fixed high-pass filter, are 
feature-related concessions; you do get 
full low-pass options, however. 

The half-power point measured 27 
Hz, and the Subsonic UI produced 25 
Hz without breaking our 10-percent- 
distortion ceiling. Output was relatively 
mild, however—100.1 dB average from 
25 to 50 Hz, and 104.3 dB max. Smart 
looks and deep extension make this sub 
a natural for those who don’t need—or 
can’t enjoy—big-bore output. 


CERWIN-VEGA HT-12PWR 

The HT-12PWR ($900) is an unas- 
suming package, loading a 12-inch 
woofer into a plain, ported black box. 
There’s no high-pass filtering, but the 
C—V does come with a handy remote 
control that lets you change the sub’s 
level from the couch; this is especially 
convenient when you're watching TV, 
since low-bass content varies a great 
deal from show to show and channel to 
channel. The integral 150-watt amplifi- 
er features a protective filter, and the 
sub’s level control is situated in the top- 
left corner of its front panel. 

Like most C—V speakers, the HT- 
12PWR kicks out a big sound. The low 
end extended down to 25 Hz with less 
than 10 percent distortion, and output 
peaked at a rib-rocking 108.4 dB. The 
average output—105.9 dB spL over the 
25 to 50-Hz range—was also very 
good. Bottom line: Only two subs went 
lower, and only one got louder. 


M&K MX-125 

As is true with Velodyne, the folks at 
M&K are old hands at subwoofer de- 
sign. And the MX-125’s performance 












































POWERED SUBWOOFERS 
Measurements by Tom Nousaine 
Make, Model Price! Size?; Finish Driver? | Type (Shielded); Amp | Auto-On| Crossovers’ | Phase Connec- SPL® Exten- 
Phone Weight Power* Control | tions sion’ 
Hsu Research HRSW12V | $850 | 23x 228 Black knit or 12) Ported e 150 oe 9\ 24 SW Sub: 0 1110 GB) 19 Hz; 
800.554.0150 69 Ibs. oak wrap with 91 (24) Ae 106.5 06/25 ha 
zolatone top 
+ -— + 
Velodyne VA-1215X $999 | 19x 18x20; Black vinyl with ee Ported? e 250 e 40-120 (6-24); K Sub l,S | (08:6 abi) coz, 
408.436.7270 67 Ibs. marble feet 80, 100 (6) APS | 026 de ||) 25 re 
saat ef Het 
Phase Technology $950 | 20.8x 18x 18; | Black laminate 15) Sealed ie) 240 e 60, 80, 100 (24);| SW Sub: 1S | 106 dB; 20 hay 
Octave 1.0 79 \bs. with mahogany 60, 80, 100 (24) AL 103,008) |) 25) hz 
904.777.0700 [ top 
+ or ae inf 
M&K MX-125 $995 | 25x 15.3 Black or oak (2) 12" | Sealed o 125 eo 50-125 (36); SW Subil,S | 1063 aB))\) 24 Hz, 
310.204.2854 17,6; 70 lbs. | veneer 100 (6) HPL Ss 101.8 Ge) 25) rz 
a a ae r | ot 

Cerwin-Vega HT-12PWR | $900 | 23.5x 15 Black-ash 12 Ported Oo 150 e 45-150 (12); SW. Subl,.S | 106.4 dBi) 26 Hz: 
805.584.9332 x 18.8; 72 lbs. | vinyl = _ 105.908) |) 25 Hz 

if 4 4 an WE tig 
PSB Subsonic III $899 17.5 x 16 Black vinyl with 12" Ported (@) 180 Oo 50-150 (24); SW Sub: L, $ 104.3 dB; | 27 Hz; 
905.831.6333 x 16; 56 Ibs. lacquer top 80 (18) HPS L 100.1 dB | 25 Hz 
Klipsch SW12 Series II $1,000 | 23.5 x 15.6 Oak, cherry, or 12" Ported’® (@) 150 @) 40-120 (24); K Sub: L, S 106.5 dB; | 24 Hz; 
800.554.7724 x 16.5; 60 lbs. | walnut veneer 80, 120 (6) al oth 104.6dB | 31.5 Hz 
Triad InRoom Silver $1,000 | 15.3x 13.5 Black vinyl (2)8" |Sealed| oO 250 @. | 50-180 (6); K | Sub:l,8 | 1022¢B;| 27Hz 
503.256.2600 x 13; 65 Ibs. with marble top — — 100.2 dB | 25 Hz 
Allison NL-5400P $880 | 21x19x19; | Blacklacquer | 12° |Sealed| © 300 | @ | 40-180(12); sw | Sub:L,S | 99.4dB, | 25Hz 
606.236.8298 70 Ibs. 60 (12) HPS 96.4 dB 25 Hz 
Altec Lansing PSW10 $850 | 17.4x 17.4 Walnut or black 10” Sealed Oo 100 e 50, 80, 100,150} SW Sub: L,S | 95.8dB; | 25 Hz; 
717.296.4434 x 17.4; 27 lbs. veneer (18, 24); — _— 95.5 dB 31.5 Hz 
KEF Model 30B AV $750 | 15.2x 14.6 Gray veneer 12” Sealed e 100 e 80-150 (12); SW Sub: L,S | '95.8:dB; |. 29 Hz; 
508.429.3600 x 16,8; 30 Ibs. 150 (12) AP te S 93.5 dB 31.5 Hz 


























KEY: @ Yes 0 No HP=High-pass K=Knob L =Line-level S = Speaker level SW = Switch 
NOTES: 1. Suggested retail. 2. Height x width x depth, in inches. 3. Cone diameter, in inches; (2) denotes presence of two drivers. 4. As rated by the manufacturer, 5, Manufactur- 
er’s rating of low-pass range or options, in Hz (slope, in dB per octave), manufacturer's rating of high-pass cutoff or options, in Hz (slope, in dB per octave). A dash indicates that high- 
pass filtering is not offered. 6. Measured maximum sound-pressure level before the onset of audible distortion; measured average sound-pressure level before the onset of audible 
distortion. 7, Measured maximum low-frequency extension at half power, measured maximum low-frequency extension with less than 10 percent distortion. 8. Diameter x height. 
9 Port sealed by a 15-inch-diameter passive radiator. 10. Port sealed by a 12-inch-diameter passive radiator. 11. As long as its plugged in, the subwoofer is always powered. 
12. Optional crossover modules are available, 
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proves that experience counts. This lar- 
gish sub employs a pair of 12-inch 
woofers and a sealed enclosure; equal- 
ization is generously used to tailor the 
output to suit M&K’s idea of accurate 
subwoofer performance. One sub fires 
forward, the other into the cabinet from 
its bottom-mount position. This orien- 
tation requires the use of supplied steel 
spikes to keep some distance between 
the second sub and the floor; the spikes 
can be capped with the supplied rubber 
cups in uncarpeted rooms. There’s no 
power switch, so once you’ve plugged 
in the MX-125 ($995), it stays powered 
continuously. 

Only Hsu’s HRSW12V got lower 
than the MX-125, and the M&K did 
very well in terms of max output. These 
results reflect the company’s traditional 
design goals—quality over quantity. 
Bass extended down to 24 Hz. Average 
output with 10 percent distortion was a 
modest 101.8 dB, but output peaked at 
105.3 dB; a response bump centered at 
100 Hz largely disappeared when I 
used M&K’s recommended low-pass 
cutoff of 75 Hz. Because the MX-125 
has low-distortion output to 25 Hz and 
the shape of its response curve tilts to 
the lower end of the spectrum, it sounds 
even better than it measures. An all- 
around stellar job. 


PHASE TECHNOLOGY 
OCTAVE 1.0 

The Octave 1.0 ($950) is beautiful; 
the mahogany top adds a real touch of 
class. It’s the only sub in this group to 
employ a 15-inch woofer, and the lar- 
gish cabinet is sealed. Like the Altec 
Lansing and Hsu, the Octave 1.0 pro- 
vides limited low-pass filter choices; as 
with the Klipsch and the Velodyne, 
however, you get multiple high-pass fil- 
ter choices. 

The Octave 1.0 was an all-out excel- 
lent performer. Its integral 240-watt 
amplifier helped the Octave 1.0 crunch 
out 25 Hz at our 10-percent-distortion 
limit. Maximum output was a big-time 
106 dB, and the sub averaged 103.3 sPL 
from 25 to 50 Hz. Don’t think its excel- 
lent styling hides a mouse: This is a 
very serious subwoofer. 


VELODYNE VA-1215X 

As mentioned, Velodyne has been in 
the subwoofer business for a long time, 
and this sub’s topnotch performance 
proves that the company has this act 
down. The VA-1215X ($999) features a 
12-inch woofer, a 15-inch passive radi- 
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ator, and a shielded ported cabinet. Two 
high-pass filter choices are offered, 
there’s a full range of low-pass cutoffs 
with an adjustable slope, and you get a 
detachable power cord. The back panel 
features a two-position switch marked 
VIDEO/MUSIC. 

The VA-1215X was a flat-out excel- 
lent performer. Bass extended down to 
a solid 25 Hz with less than 10 percent 
distortion, and its half-power point was 
26 Hz. Maximum output measured a 
truly bold 108.5 dB, and output aver- 
aged a very respectable 102.6 dB from 
25 to 50 Hz. 

The sub’s response curve didn’t 
change when I switched the VIDEO/MU- 
sic control back and forth, though set- 
ting it to VIDEO does increase output 
level by about 3 dB. While this is a 
convenient way to add punch to 
movies, you can accomplish the same 
thing by turning up the gain control. In 
any case, the VA-1215X is a monster 
performer. 


HSU HRSW12V 

The HRSW12V ($850) is available 
only through mail-order, and comes 
with a 30-day money-back guarantee. It 
isn’t a looker, though, and it should 
stay in the locker room until the swim- 
suit competition is over. The tubular, 
shielded ported cabinet houses a 12- 
inch woofer; uniquely for this group 
(though not for the product category), 
the amplifier is housed in a separate en- 
closure, which measures 7.4 x 9.75 x 
6.5 inches (h/w/d) and attaches to the 
sub via a speaker cable (not supplied). 
The amplifier offers level and phase 
controls as well as screw-type speaker 
terminals. The Hsu is also unique in 
that its filters are set by plug-in mod- 
ules. Our test sample came with two 
91-Hz modules with slopes of 24 dB 
per octave; other modules are available 
from the manufacturer for $15 apiece. 

The HRSW12V was unrivaled in this 
group in terms of performance. Bass 
extended down to 19 Hz at its half- 
power point. At 10 percent distortion, it 
extended down to 25 Hz and crunched 
out a league-leading 110.1 dB sPL; av- 
erage SPL was 106.5 dB over the 25 to 
50-Hz range. Plain and simple, the HR- 
SW12V has the look of a barrel and can 
be tough to position in a real-world liv- 
ing room, and its wired amplifier can be 
tough to live with, too. But it goes the 
lowest and plays the loudest here, and it 
earns top honors in terms of sheer per- 
formance. 





WHETHER YOUR PREFERENCE IS PERFOR- 
mance, style, or some combination of 
the two, there’s a sub here to meet your 
needs. Note that the top five subs were 
incredibly close in terms of overall per- 
formance, meeting our requirements for 
a modern powered subwoofer that’s 
destined to serve honorably in a high- 
quality home-theater system: 25-Hz ex- 
tension with about 105 dB of maximum 
output. 

If deep bass and plenty of output are 
your only priorities, the Hsu HR- 
SW12V, Velodyne VA-1215X, Phase 
Technology Octave 1.0, and M&K 
MX-125 are the clear winners in this 
company. If the absence of a high-pass 
filter doesn’t present system-integration 
problems, the Cerwin-Vega HT- 
12PWR fits nicely into the mix; it’s ac- 
tually the number-two performer when 
measurements are the only factor. 

If your sub has to look as good as it 
sounds, know that the Triad InRoom 
Silver, PSB Subsonic II, and Phase 
Tech are the supermodels in this group. 
While each has similar (and very fine) 
low-end extension, recall that the Phase 
Tech kicks out about 2 dB more output 
than the PSB and about 4 dB more than 
the Triad. If you don’t have a lot of 
space for a powered subwoofer, but still 
demand good all-around performance, 
the relatively small PSB and Triad 
score again. 

As is true with any purchase, the best 
way to find the sub that’s right for you 
is to audition every model that catches 
your attention. The place to do this is at 
a specialty A/v dealership—specialty 
dealers are the only ones who’ll be able 
to give you demos that are fair and 
thorough. Keep in mind that it’s very 
tough to hear the difference between, 
say, 27 and 25 Hz, though 3-dB differ- 
ences in output are appreciable. And 
don’t forget to factor in the ease or dif- 
ficulty with which any particular model 
will integrate with your system—if you 
can’t use it properly, it really doesn’t 
matter how good it sounds. | 


For more information on any subwoofer re- 
viewed in this story, please circle the appro- 
priate number on this issue’s reader service 
card: Allison NL-5400P (100), Altec Lans- 
ing PSW10 (101), Cerwin-Vega HT-12PWR 
(102), Hsu Research HRSW12V (103), KEF 
Model 30B AV (104), Klipsch SW12 Series 
II (105), M&K MX-125 (106), Phase Tech- 
nology Octave 1.0 (107), PSB Subsonic III 
(108), Triad InRoom Silver (109), Velodyne 
VA-1215X (110). 
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Whether you're considering adding to your existing music 
system, or creating a sophisticated home theater system 
from scratch, Marantz offers a full range of pure high 
fidelity components that combine outstanding sound 
quality and ease of use. 


Music listeners will appreciate the superb sound of our 
award winning CD players and CD changers, both of which 
benefit from shared technologies such as Bitstream D/A 
conversion, Philips digital servo laser mechanisms, and 
audiophile attention to detail—such as co-axial digital output 
‘port on our popular CD players and changers. 


Home theater fans can assemble a complete system 
including our Home THX” certified A/V tuner-controller 
and power amplifiers, and round out the package with other 
Marantz components such as our Hi-Fi VCR, laser disc 
combi player, and analog and digital cassette decks. For 
remote control convenience, Marantz products employ the 
patented RC-5 digital serial remote control system for 
precise component-to-component communication. 
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Marantz products are built to the highest standards 
of reliability. Marantz audio and A/V components feature a 
three year parts and labor warranty, and our VCR 
and personal LCD TV both feature a one year parts and 
labor limited warranty. 


Audition the superb line of Marantz components at your 
specialist A/V dealer soon. 
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Marantz America, Inc. 
440 Medinah Road Roselle, IL 60172-2330 Tel. 708-307-3100 * 708-307-2687 Fax 


THX is a registered trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. 














Your Ears Had Lips 
They’d Kiss You 


NUREALITY 


Music to Your Ears 
Once you hear 3D surround sound from the Vivid 3D 
Theater, you won’t want to listen to plain old stereo 
again. Thanks to patented SRSC@)® technology, 
the Vivid 3D Theater from NuReality 
* j 
Demo CD For FREE! 


retrieves actual ambient information lost by 






traditional stereo processing. NuReality takes 
advantage of this technology to bring you true-to- 

life three-dimensional surround sound from only two 

speakers. Vivid 3D™ sound enhancement products bring 


all your movies, sound tracks and recordings to life. 









Multiple Speakers 

Although you only need two speakers and the Vivid 
3D Theater to create 3D surround sound, the Vivid 
3D Theater also adds an entirely new dimension of 


realism to multiple speaker combinations. 














Easy to Install 

The Vivid 3D Theater is easy to install with your existing 
audio system. You can enhance virtually any audio 
configuration including DSS, 


VCRs, TVs, receivers, tape 





RETAILVISION® 





INNOVATIONS 


decks, FM radios, CD and laser innevanions 
disc players. In addition, the Vivid 3D Theater is fully 


compatible and compliments Dolby Pro Logic®. 


Surprisingly Affordable 
NuReality offers a complete 
family of affordable Vivid 3D 
achieving it...If you want to 


products. The Vivid 3D upe 


without replacing the primary 


“A heightened audio experience 
and an easy, low-cost way of 


de your system’s sonics 


Theater retails for only 


$249.95. Call today to order, 


hardware, NuReality’s bl box 

may be just what you’re looking 
for.” - 

and begin to hear what you’ve Sound and Image Magazine , 


issi Winter 1995 
been missing. inter 1995 


Like the Vivid 3D Theater, the award- 


winning Vivid 3D Studio adds a new level of 


1-800-501-8086 
S- ccm ms 


*This specially recorded CD recreates the experience of 3D sound from any CD player and is available for 
purchased directly from NuReality. Freight charges, duty or VAT are not included for International orders. / 
Labs. All product names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holders. © 1995 NuReality 
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95 shipping and handling charge which is fully credited toward the purchase of a Vivid 3D system. This offer applies 
rights reserved 


audio excitement to portable stereo systems. 


NUREALITY: 
2907 Daimler St. Santa Ana, CA 92705 


714-442-1080 
http://www.nureality.com 


ly to Vivid 3D products 





NuReality and the NuReality logo are registered trademarks of Nureality. SRS and the SRS logo are registered trademark of SRS 
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Sony’s KV-32XBR100 
is a world-class 


32-inch direct-view TV 


it VIDEOTEST 


WE TEST A LOT OF HIGH-END TV SETS HERE AT VIDEO. 
Though not everyone is willing or able to shell out for one, 
our evaluations are universally useful—they help establish 
a benchmark for all sets to aspire to, and they allow us to 


track shifts in the state of TV-design art. The KV-32XBR100 is 
Sony’s flagship direct-view TV, a member of the elite XBR? line. 
As you'll see, it makes a bold statement, and demonstrates that 
Sony’s designers can make a world-class TV, especially when they 


aren’t constrained by the need to hit a 
modest price point. 

The 32-inch 32XBR100 ($3,300) al- 
so incorporates the largest direct-view 
tube Sony makes. While many manu- 
facturers have come out with 35-inch 
sets in the last few years, Sony has kept 
their top-of-the-line model a 32-incher. 
Why? Skeptics might say it’s because 
Sony’s tube plants aren’t equipped to 
build 35-inch tubes, which means that 
they’d have to buy them from their 
competitors—and they don’t want to do 


VIDEO 


that. But Sony has stood by 32-inch 
tubes, they say, because the image de- 
grades unacceptably with anything 
larger. After spending some quality 
time with this set, I see their point. 
Befitting a top-of-the-line model, the 
32XBR100 departs from the rest of the 
company’s TV offerings. The set is a 
two-piece component affair that’s de- 
signed to save space and separate the 
circuitry from the chassis; this separa- 
tion is said to improve picture quality. 
The monitor has a v-shaped cabinet, 





and it houses a Super Trinitron picture 
tube and a seven-speaker audio system. 
The cabinet is designed to fit snugly in 
a room’s corner, though its dimen- 
sions—24.7 x 32.7 x 23.1 inches 
(h/w/d)—are slim enough to make mid- 
wall placement hassle-free. The moni- 
tor weighs a solid 167 pounds. The 
Shegei SV-32XBR100 stand (shown; 
$399) is optional. 

The circuitry resides in a small chas- 
sis that Sony prosaically calls the Ac- 
cess Center. The AC, which measures 
3.3 x 17 x 10.9 inches (h/w/d), also 
houses two tuners (for advanced PIP 
functions) and a full complement of in- 
puts and outputs. The two units are 
joined by a 36-pin multiconnector. 
(Though the components aren’t avail- 
able separately, the monitor has a sin- 
gle set of A/V inputs with an S-Video 
jack, in case it’s used without the AC.) 
A cover fits over the connection panel, 
providing a seamless appearance. 

The AC offers the largest number of 
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inputs I’ve seen on a TV set: Its rear 
panel has two antenna inputs and four 
full A/v input sets, all with S-Video 
jacks in addition to standard RCAs. 
There’s also an A/V output set as well 
as fixed and variable audio outs. 
There’s even an unswitched Ac outlet, 
and a Control S input and output are on 
hand for stringing together other Con- 
trol S products for single-remote opera- 
tion. The inputs can be assigned on- 
screen labels, which appear for a few 
seconds every time you select a source; 
label choices include vcR, 8MM, BETA, 
LD (laserdisc), S-VIDEO, HI-8, AV RECEIV- 
ER, and Dss. 

The outputs can be configured to suit 
a variety of user scenarios. Three op- 
tions are listed in the INPUT/OUTPUT 
STATUS menu: MONITOR OUT, EDIT OUT, 
and TV OUT. MONITOR OUT sends the se- 
lected video signals to a VCR for mon- 
itoring of tape edits. EDIT OUT allows 
you to watch one channel and record 
another. And Ty ouT should be selected 
when you have an A/V receiver connect- 
ed to the VIDEO | input and want to con- 
trol the signal from it. 

The front of the AC offers an A/V in- 
put set with an S-Video jack as well as 
three red running LEDs: one glows 
when the set is powered, one lights up 
when the timer is set, and the last 
glows when a show is being received in 
stereo. 

The monitor is far from featureless. 
Its front panel has a beautiful illuminat- 
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ed touchpad whose lights are extin- 
guished when they’re not used for a 
few moments. Touch any part of the 
panel and the whole thing lights up 
with controls for power, channel 
up/down, volume up/down, Tv/VIDEO 
selection, and SET UP mode. Choose SET 
up and the 32XBR100 will automati- 
cally scan for available channels and 
store them in memory. The drill for 
erasing weak or scrambled channels is 
simple. 

As you’d expect, the 32XBR100 is 
packed with convenience features. It 
employs a chip that receives xDs (Ex- 
tended Data Services) data, which can 
be broadcast over a TV channel’s verti- 
cal blanking interval. While some PBS 
stations are the only ones currently us- 
ing XDs to broadcast a simple time-of- 
day signal, it’s likely that most stations 
will use it to broadcast data like chan- 
nel numbers and show names in the 
not-too-distant future. 

The pip function performs all of the 
tricks you’d expect on a high-end set: It 
can take one of three sizes and be 
placed in one of four positions; you can 
freeze its image or swap it with the 
main image. You can listen to either 
main-image or PIP audio. And the relat- 
ed P&P (picture-and-picture) mode dis- 
plays two channels in a split-screen 
configuration. 

CHANNEL BLOCK lets you excise un- 
suitable programs on a daily or weekly 
basis; you can dial in specific channels 





_ low output; MEDIUM, 9,900° K high outpu 
16,000° K low output; NTSC STD, 6,100° 

K high output, 3,900° K low output; after 
NTSC STD calibration, 6,445° K high 


and “off hours” to your satisfaction. 
Eight frequently watched channels can 


-. be loaded into the FAVORITE CHANNEL 


register; touch a button on the remote 
and they’ll be displayed around the 
main image. There’s a sleep timer that 
can be programmed for 30, 60, or 90 
minutes. And there are adjustments for 
tilting the image if the Earth’s magnet- 
ic fields throw it off as well as controls 
for basic magnetic-field alignment. 

Audio features include the aforemen- 
tioned seven speakers, which fire up 
through the grating on the rear of the 
set. The magnificent seven includes 
two l-inch tweeters, two 2-inch mid- 
ranges, two 3.25-inch drivers dedicated 
to midbass reproduction, and one 3.25- 
inch driver and one 4-inch passive radi- 
ator dedicated to low frequencies. Each 
driver is powered by 11 watts. The Au- 
DIO menu offers TREBLE, BASS, and BAL- 
ANCE controls as well as MAIN, SAP, and 
MONO options for the MTs decoder. The 
speakers can be turned off. 

The 32XBR100 comes with Sony’s 
Remote Commander remote control, 
which is preprogrammed to operate 
many VCRs, LD players, cable boxes, 
and DSS receivers; it can also be taught 
to operate other components that are 
remote-controlled via infrared signals. 
The remote has a unique joystick: a 
small rubber toggle that you can move 
in eight directions while navigating the 
menu system. The remote is very well 
designed and laid out, and the cursor 
moves very fast. Considering the set’s 
price, however, the remote should be il- 
luminated for in-the-dark viewing. 

Said menu system is extensive—par- 
ticularly the video options. The PRo- 
GRAM PALETTE lets you select various 
picture modes, which have been tai- 
lored to be compatible with different 
sources and room-lighting conditions. 
Your options are STANDARD, MOVIE, 
SPORTS, NEWS, and GAME. Though 
they’re preset modes, any adjustments 








to a mode remain in memory until fur- 
ther adjustments are made. This effec- 
tively gives you the opportunity to de- 
sign five custom viewing modes. You 
really couldn’t ask for more, especially 
considering the flexibility—and quali- 
ty—that the 32XBR100 offers in pic- 
ture adjustment. 

Like all new Sony TVs save those in 
the V Series, this set offers three color- 
temperature options, which Sony calls 
Trinitone settings: HIGH, MEDIUM, and 
NTSC STD (standard). In addition to the 
standard picture controls, the 32- 
XBR100 has an on/off video noise-re- 
duction (NR) circuit, a DYNAMIC PICTURE 
circuit that enhances contrast, and a 
COLOR CORRECTION circuit that empha- 
sizes reds and blues to make skin tones 
“vivid” (as the owner’s manual puts it). 
The set also utilizes a 3-D digital comb 
filter, the most advanced filter Sony 
makes for consumer-grade sets. 

The STANDARD picture mode and 
NTSC STD color-temperature setting 
were the most accurate combination, so 
that’s where I started my adjustment 
drill. I also switched off NR, DYNAMIC 
PICTURE, and COLOR CORRECTION. At 
this point, the picture looked good, but 
I noticed that the set was putting out 
too much light, and the color appeared 
to be shifted toward yellow with a red- 
dish cast overall. Still, all of the colors 
were nicely saturated, and there was a 
wonderful naturalness to the image, 
which was sharp and showed a tremen- 
dous amount of detail. Video noise was 
at a minimum. The picture just invites 
you to sit and watch. 

TV calibrator and VIDEO contributor 
Kevin Miller measured the various 
temperatures and light outputs of the 
set before I made any adjustments. 
HIGH read 10,050 degrees K at high 
output and off-the-scale (over 16,000 
degrees K) at low output; light output 
was a too-healthy 43.7 footlamberts. At 
MEDIUM, high output measured 9,990 
degrees K and low output was again off 
the scale; light output was a still-too- 
high 43.4 footlamberts. NTSC STD 
clocked in at 6,100 degrees K at high 
output and 3,900 degrees K at low out- 
put, with 36 footlamberts of light; this 
setting’s high/low figures explain the 
overall reddish cast I’d noticed earlier. 

Before fine-tuning the set with the A 
Video Standard test laserdisc, I noted 
that all of the standard picture controls 
were at their midpoint except PICTURE 
(contrast), which was at its three-quar- 
ters mark. Test patterns indicated that 


the 32XBR100 does a good job with 
the gray scale, has an extremely good 
power supply that can regulate light 
output at any reasonable level, and has 
remarkable detail in the upper frequen- 
cies. I also found that the 3-D comb fil- 
ter is a champ: There was absolutely 
minimal dot crawl, and colors were 
well saturated and distinct; only yellow 
was shifted slightly toward orange. The 
color decoder is also a winner. 

I set BRIGHTNESS to two clicks down 
from its midpoint, PICTURE to five clicks 
below its midpoint, SHARPNESS to its 
one-fifth mark, COLOR to three clicks 
below its midpoint, and HUE to one 
click above its midpoint. 

At this point, the 32XBR100 was re- 
ally looking good, and calibration put 
the icing on the cake. Kevin Miller was 
able to calibrate the set very accurately; 
measurements after calibration were 
6,445 degrees K at high output, 26 
footlamberts, and a much-improved 
low output of 6,600 degrees K. And the 
gray scale tracked from high to low 
output extremely well. Though the 
NTSC STD color-temperature setting gets 
you very close to the appropriate gray 
scale all by itself, a set this fine really 
demands calibration; it'll help the set 
realize its heady potential. 

Now whatever I watched was really 
popping. The image was clear and 
bright, with excellent detail and color 
rendition. The new Criterion LD of 
RoboCop couldn’t have been sharper or 
more detailed—and I mean that literal- 
ly, unless you get into truly esoteric 
(and extremely expensive) projection 
systems. Scenes had great depth, and 
colors were beautifully rendered. Very 
impressive. Even the audio system did 
a good job; it can handle fairly high 
volume without breakup and delivers a 
decent amount of impact. Images this 
fine deserve a full surround-sound sys- 
tem, though. 


SONY IS POSITIONING THE KV-32XBR100 
as a statement product. It’s their most 
expensive direct-view set because it in- 
corporates their largest screen size and 
best TV technology. The comb filter, 
decoder, and power supply are clearly 
all first-rate, and together they create a 
stunning image. While I certainly ap- 
preciate the unique design, the incredi- 
bly generous array of inputs, and the 
many useful convenience features, pic- 
tures are what get me going, and the 
32XBR100 is a thoroughbred. This is a 
true reference monitor. a 


VIDEO DECEMBER 1995 53 





NOW on 
Iameatiecs 


BOD Goh Mey we: . . 


BATMAN 
FOREVER 






































and 20% off Other Top 
LaserDisé titles... 
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Pulp Fiction 
Star Trek Generations 

Rob Roy ¢ While You Were Sleeping 

Casper ¢ Just Cause ¢ Cinderella 
The Santa Clause * Forrest Gump 

The Lion King ¢ Disclosure 
Outbreak ¢ Legends of the Fall 
Interview With The Vampire 
True Lies 


Mention this Ad and get a 20% discount 
off the Suggested Retail Price on the Titles 
listed above, (Offer expires 2/29/1996) 


Call for our FREE Monthly Laserdisc 
Catalog! Hundreds of New and Recent 
Releases. All, at least, 15% OFF S.R.P.! 


PLUS... 


OVERNIGHT 
DELIVERY 
Overnight Delivery Only $3.75 per Order*! 


1 or 100 discs - you pay only $3.75! *Orders 
can include “Pre-orders” and “Back-orders!” 








(Continental U.S. shipments only - certain 
areas and shipments over 5-Ibs. may require 
an extra business day) 





Every Laserdisc title available at up to 40% OFF! 
Laserdisc Fan Club, Inc. 


1058 E. 230th St. (Source Cd. V125) 
Carson, CA 90745 
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For your FREE Laserdisc Catalog, please 


complete and mail the coupon below: 
Name: 





Address: 





City, State, Zip Code: 
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Hitachi Proudly Brings 
ULTRAVISION Quality 


To Camcorders! 


OR OWER FIVE YEARS, 

Hitachi has led the home 
entertainment industry with the best 
projection TV in picture and sound, 
with ULTRAVISION. The standards of 
excellence the ULTRAVISION name has 
represented in television are now in 
camcorders with the introduction this 
year of the VMH710A! 

The engineers at Hitachi have 
achieved what few can do: create a 
camcorder that is innovative and yet, 
affordable. Let’s take a closer look at 
the camcorder that proudly calls itself 
ULTRAVISION! 


HI-8 RESOLUTION AND HI-FI STEREO 

Clarity and detail are critical to 
making the picture look the best it can. 
The ULTRAVISION VMH710A achieves 
over 400 lines of resolution, more than 
42% better than TV programs! The 
VMH710A records images 63% better 
than VHS, VHS-C and 8mm standard 
resolution camcorders, which achieve no 
more than 250 lines of resolution. And 
you'll see that difference on whatever TV 
you play the videotape on. ULTRAVISION 
sound quality is Hi-Fi stereo, microphone 
and recording. Better than 90db of audio 
quality is achieved! 


A.A.I.T. AND D.S.P. Ill 

How a camera interprets the image 
it sees makes the difference between 
ordinary and extraordinary! Hitachi 
engineers developed years ago a 
technology that utilized the benefits of 
microprocessors. Called Advanced 
Artificial Intelligence Technology 
(A.A.1.T.), the software controls the 


image coming in through the lens for 
focus, white balance, aperture (iris) 
functioning, high-speed shutter, 
backlight compensation and wind 
noise. The VMH710A employs a third 
generation 16-bit Digital Signal 
Processor (DSP) to regulate these 
functions rapidly. The result to you are 
videotapes that are color accurate and 
detailed. Yes, your memories are 
preserved with the quality they deserve, 
ULTRAVISION quality! 


AA BATTERY BACKUP... A FIRST! 

Many camcorder users will tell you 
how frustrating it is to run out of power 
when you most need it. Hitachi’s 
engineers recognized the need and 
solved a major hassle for all of us! The 
VMH710A has the capability of inserting 
6 AA alkaline batteries for an additional 
50 minutes of power! AA Batteries are 
sold almost everywhere, so you are just a 
store away from more power to continue 
those precious memories! 


COLOR EWE, EIS AND 

INSTANT ZOOM 
Ease-of-use is a must with any 
camcorder. The VMH710A has been 
designed to be user-friendly. We see in 
color; the viewfinder of the VMH710A is 
color so that no details of a scene will be 
missed! To keep your videotapes stable, 
Hitachi engineers developed an 
Electronic Image Stabilizer (EIS) that 
maintains picture quality while 
smoothing out any extra motion. Using 
angular motion sensors, the camcorder 
will determine if you are shaking the 
camcorder and respond properly. And 





| 
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Instant Zoom is just a button push 

away! No zoom is faster; wherever you 
have zoomed to, Instant Zoom takes you ~ 
1.5x closer instantly! That’s valuable / 
when recording a moment that comes 
quickly! All controls are conveniently 
located on the end of the camcorder, for 
easy access when you need them! 


BLANK SEARCH / DATE SEARCH | 
Hitachi engineers recognized 
that time passes between shooting 
scenes on videotape. We often 
lose our place on the tape and 
can easily recorded over a scene 
that we intended to keep. Blank 
Search was designed to easily 
locate the area of tape that is free 
and usable. No more mistakes and 
loss of valuable memories! Date 
Search is a simple method locating the 
scene you wish to review with ease. 
Each time you begin to record, the 
date is imprinted on a memory chip. 
In playback mode, use this method to | 
easily locate the memory by the date 
you recorded it! 


CONCLUSION 

These are just a few of the thoughtful and 
innovative features that make the VMH710A 
a breakthrough in performance. Visit 
your local Authorized Dealer today and 
experience for yourself the quality and value 
of the ULTRAVISION VMH710A! And see 
for yourself how Hitachi engineers made 
a quality camcorder affordable to you! 





For more information about 
the Hitachi VMH710A 
please call: 1-800-HITACHI 
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Pursuing the standard of 
excellence set by the 
VME55A & VME5S8A 
top-rated camcorders, 
two years in a row. 


#1 rated by a leading 
consumer magazine 
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DOUBLE AA BATTERY PACK 


ULTRA/ISION VMH710A CAMCORDER 


The new standard in performance and value! 
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ynamic Duo 


IF YOU’VE BEEN KEEPING UP WITH THE NEWS IN THE HOME- 
theater arena, you’ve undoubtedly heard that Dolby Labs 
has unveiled their newest surround-sound technology, 
a “5.1-channel” digital format widely known as AC-3. 


A growing number of new laserdiscs—including Amadeus, Batman 
Forever, Dr. Zhivago, and The Lion King—have AC-3 encoding, it’s 
written into the HDTV format, and it’s almost certain to be included 
in the new digital videodisc format we’ll see next year. Virtually all 


new LD players are AC-3-ready, and 
older models with pcm digital audio 
sections can be retrofitted to include 
the requisite output. The missing link, 
for the most part, has been AC-3 de- 
coder/processors. Until recently, only 
one esoteric component—Enlightened 
Audio Designs’ $6,000 TheaterMas- 
ter—has included the AC-3 goods. 
Joined by two Pioneer AC-3-equipped 
A/V receivers, Yamaha’s RX-V2090 
AC-3-ready A/V receiver and DDP-1 
add-on AC-3 processor rewrite the sta- 
tus quo. And though the Yamaha duo 
isn’t exactly inexpensive, it is roughly 
one-third the cost of EAD’s Theater- 





Master—and delivers far more func- 
tionality. 

Home-theater enthusiasts who aren’t 
rolling in cash will appreciate Yama- 
ha’s two-component approach. Though 
we'll undoubtedly see more affordable 
AC-3 components over the next 9 to 24 
months, the RX-V2090 ($1,499) and 
DDP-1 ($599)—along with the two 
new Pioneer models—represent the 
least expensive path to AC-3 surround 
sound. At the same time, it can be a 
two-step approach—buy the 2090 and 
you can add the DDP-1 whenever it’s 
economically feasible. 

A 2090/DDP-1 AC-3 system would 





Yamaha unveils 
a killer 
AC-3 system 


work like this: An AC-3-ready LD 
player would plug directly into the 
DDP-1. The digital AC-3 bit stream 
encoded on a laserdisc would be con- 
veyed to the DDP-1, which would de- 
modulate and decode it; integral digi- 
tal-to-analog (D/A) converters would 
transform this bit stream into front-left, 
center, front-right, rear-left, rear-right, 
and low-frequency-effects (LFE) analog 
signals. Then the DDP-1 would pass 
the five “satellite” signals to the 2090, 
which would route them to its five 
built-in amplifier channels (more on 
the LFE channel in a bit). Three front 
and two rear speakers—plus, perhaps, 
a subwoofer—would be connected to 
the 2090 in normal fashion. 

Beyond its AC-3-readiness, the 2090 
is similar to Yamaha’s other topnotch 
A/V receivers. It’s a big component— 
nearly 6 inches tall and over 15 inches 
deep, the 2090 tips the scales at a port- 
ly 39 pounds. Power output is rated at 
100 watts for each of the three front 
channels (from 20—20,000 Hz with 
0.015 percent THD into 8 ohms) and 35 
watts to each of four surround-channel 
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outputs (at 1,000 Hz with 0.08 percent 
THD into 8 ohms)—as with other higher 
end Yamaha receivers, the 2090 has 
power and connections for a second set 
of “effects” channels (more on them in 
a bit). 

This big-and-tall tailoring leaves an 
ample front panel, which allows rela- 
tively comfy button spacing. All of the 
2090’s controls save volume, tone, and 
record-out selection are of the pushbut- 
ton variety, with logical groupings for 
surround, source-selection, and tuner 
functions. On one hand, ergonomics 
are impaired by the keys’ similar 
shapes and their tough-to-read white- 
on-black graphics; on the other, they’re 
helped by the inclusion of a swing- 
down panel, which conceals easily ac- 
cessible tone and balance controls, a 
tone-defeat key, one marked BASS EXx- 
TENSION (which triggers an unusual 
low-frequency boost in the main left/ 
right outputs), and a VIDEO AUX conve- 
nience set of audio/video inputs, which 
includes an S-Video jack. 

The hidden compartment also in- 
cludes a rotary-switch selector for 
sending audio and video signals to all 
of the record outputs, independent of 
whatever you’re currently monitoring. 
This simple and intuitive layout is tra- 
ditional on Yamaha gear, and I prefer it 
to the more common multikey record- 
out selectors on most A/V components. 

The 2090’s large amber display is 
simple and, by current standards, rela- 
tively simple, reading out text and data 
appropriate to the current source and to 
any commands entered. In addition, the 
big Yamaha can deliver on-screen dis- 
plays to a TV. These plain-jane text 
banners, which appear at the bottom of 
the screen, merely duplicate the basics 
of the front-panel messages, but they 
get the job done. 

Around back, the 2090 has an exten- 
sive but sensibly spaced jackfield. 
There are inputs for four A/v compo- 
nents, including the front-panel VIDEO 
AUX set, and four audio sources. Two of 
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the A/V sets (VCR1 and VCR2) provide 
full input/output video ports, and each 
video set offers both composite and S- 
Video jacks. And there are line-level 
audio outputs for all seven channels 
plus a subwoofer line-out. In sum, the 
Yamaha gets an A+ for expandability. 

Speaker connection is by way of 
heavy binding posts, which also accept 
single-banana jacks all around. The 
spacing on the four surround-channel 
jacks is nonstandard, however, so con- 
ventional dual-bananas don’t fit. As 
with most Yamaha designs, the 2090 
includes dual center-channel speaker 
outputs. (I wouldn’t use two center 
speakers for any reason.) 

The 2090’s line-level subwoofer jack 
is rated to have a cutoff at 200 Hz and a 
mild slope of 6 dB per octave (a lower 
cutoff and a steeper slope are prefer- 
able in most systems). And there’s no 
corresponding high-pass filtering on 
the main left/center/right outputs; 
though that’s surprising given the 
2090’s price tag, a high-pass filter is 
usually provided by powered sub- 
woofers (and one is featured on the 
DDP-1). 

Like many high-end A/v receivers, 
the 2090 provides a multiroom option. 
In this case, it’s a line-level setup, so 
the secondary room or area will require 
a power amplifier as well as speakers. 
A video output is part of the scheme, 
however, so the second room or area 
gets fully independent control of both 
audio and video source selection. The 
2090 even comes with a second remote 
control for use in that second room or 
area; it offers source selection and ba- 
sic transport controls. Optional infrared 
receiver and emitter components 
(WCX-10 and IRX-10/20) are required 
to complete a multiroom installation. 

The 2090 offers three primary movie- 
sound surround modes: Pro Logic, DPL- 
ENHANCED, and 70MM MOVIE THEATER. 
Dolby decoding is performed in the dig- 
ital domain, and the two other modes, 
which employ all four surround chan- 





nels (and four surround speakers), are 
part of Yamaha’s Cinema-DSP pro- 
gram, which the company proffers as 
an alternative to THX’s enhancement 
of Pro Logic. 

According to the owner’s manual, the 
DPL-ENHANCED mode employs digital 
signal processing (DSP) to “simulate the 
multi-speaker system” of a commercial 
cinema; it does this by widening the 
surround soundfield and spreading it 
noticeably forward, somewhat similar 
to what THX processing and dipole 
surround speakers accomplish. The 
70MM MOVIE THEATER mode goes fur- 
ther, with a greater surround spread and 
additional psp effects to the front sur- 
round speakers, widening and deepen- 
ing the front stage. Like other Dsp- 
equipped Yamahas, the 2090 also offers 
several other modes: TV THEATER, 
SPORTS, STADIUM, ROCK CONCERT, JAZZ 
CLUB, CHURCH, and CONCERT HALL. 

You only get one user-adjustable DsP 
parameter, however (surround delay); 
some high-end Yamaha DsP processors 
and preamps provide extensive control 
over surround parameters. And, as with 
most A/V receivers, the 2090 has only 
one memory register for channel levels: 
The channel balance you arrive at in 
the DPL mode is applied to all sur- 
round modes—so if you want, say, a 
different balance for listening to classi- 
cal CDs in the CONCERT HALL mode, 
you’ ll have to rebalance each time. 

The densely populated remote uses 
different background colors to delin- 
eate control groups, and the master-vol- 
ume keys are oversized, as are the DE- 
LAY TIME keys. But there are still many 
identically sized keys, and by-feel op- 
eration of anything much beyond vol- 
ume and source selection was a stretch. 


THE DDP-1 IS A MUCH SMALLER AND— 
externally, at least—simpler device. It 
measures 4.9 x 17.1 x 13.8 inches 
(h/w/d) and has only a handful of front- 
panel buttons. Back-panel connections 
include an RCA input for the dedicated 
AC-3 output of an AC-3-ready LD 
player plus optical and coaxial AC-3 
digital inputs for future AC-3-ready 
sources. 

As mentioned, the DDP-1 decodes 
the AC-3 bit stream into fully discrete 
left, center, right, left-surround, right- 
surround, and low-frequency-effects 
channels, performing 20-bit D/A con- 
version on all of them along the way. 
The analog signals are tapped via six 
back-panel RCA output jacks. 
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YAMAHA RX-V2090 
“Measurements by Start Labs 


\PPL-mode power (maximum, at 1,000 Hz, 
1% THD plus noise, one channel driven): 
main, 118 watts into 8 ohms, 184 into 

_ 4ohms; center, 116 into 8 ohms, 185 into 
_ 4 ohms; surround, 45 into 8 ohms, 63 into 
_ 4ohms 

DPL-mode dynamic power: main, 138 
watts into 8 ohms, 215 into 4 ohms; 
center, 136 into 8 ohms, 213 into 4 ohms; 
_ surround, 46 into 8 ohms, 72 into 4 ohms 
-DPL-mode channel separation (at 1,000 
Hz, 1-volt input): FR/FL, 50 dB; FL/FR, 50 
dB; C/FL, 40 dB; C/FR, 39 dB; R/FL, 37 
dB; R/FR, 33 dB; FL/C, 59 dB; FR/C, 59 
dB; R/C, 34 dB; FL/R, 44 dB; FR/R, 44 dB; 
C/R, 41 dB 

DPL-mode THD plus noise (at rated power 
into 8 ohms): main, 0.09%; center, 0.1%; 
surround, 0.28% 

DPL-mode S/N (A-weighted, referenced to 
1 watt, into 8 ohms): main, 81 dB; center, 
_ 81 dB; surround, 72 dB 

-DPL-mode frequency response (at 1 
watt): main, 20-20,000 Hz +0, —0.8 dB; 
center, 20-20,000 Hz +0, —1.2 dB; 
surround, 20-7,000 Hz +0.3, -3 dB 
Stereo power (maximum, at 1,000 Hz, 1% 
THD plus noise, both channels driven): 

__ 114 watts into 8 ohms, 186 into 4 ohms 
Stereo frequency response (at 1 watt): 
 20-20,000 Hz +0, —0.2 

BASS EXTENSION mode: +5 dB at 50 Hz, 


he 





- -12 dB at 20 Hz 
Vv 





It’s important to emphasize that the 
DDP-1 is an add-on decoder/proces- 
sor—not an AC-3-equipped A/V pre- 
amp. The only way to get the five pri- 
mary AC-3 signals to your system is to 
connect the DDP-1’s outputs to a five- 
or six-channel A/v preamplifier or an 
A/V receiver with the requisite inputs— 
like the 2090. In this case, the DDP-1’s 
subwoofer output could be connected 
to a powered subwoofer or a passive- 
sub/amplifier combo, though it would 
be active only when you’re enjoying an 
AC-3-encoded program. If dedicating a 
sub to AC-3-only use doesn’t make 
sense, the DDP-1’s sub output should 
be left “open” and the processor should 
be set to its MAIN-LARGE mode, which 
mixes LFE bass to the main left/right 
channels. 

Other DDP-1 setup routines are man- 
aged via the front panel’s display and 
MODE, MENU, and up/down keys. You 
can set center and rear speakers for 
full-range or high-pass-filtered opera- 
tion; the built-in high-pass filter has a 
cutoff of 90 Hz and a slope of 12 dB 
per octave. You can also adjust left and 
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right surround levels and delay, the lev- 
el of the LFE channel (if it’s used inde- 
pendently), and overall output as well 
as select the phantom center mode. 

One unusual feature is CENTER DELAY, 
which lets you delay the center-channel 
signal by 0 to 5 ms. This should enable 
you to “time-align” the three front 
speakers—in other words, you should 
be able to make the output of the three 
front speakers arrive at your ears si- 
multaneously. Equal arrival times are 
the ideal when multiple speakers are 
used for music reproduction. Nice. 

Another unusual—and very cool— 
feature is that the DDP-1 lets you ad- 


just dynamic range during AC-3 opera- 


tion. A menu lets you choose MAX or 
STANDARD. Select the latter and you get 
two more parameters that let you adjust 
high-level cut and low-level boost inde- 
pendently, from 0 to 1.0 in 0.2-incre- 
ment steps. 

The DDP-1 doesn’t come with a re- 
mote control, so any adjustments to it 
have to be made at the front panel. This 
isn’t much of a hassle, though dynamic 
range adjustments are better made from 
the listening position—this is do-able, 
of course, but only when you enlist the 
services of a helper. 

The inability to route the DDP-1’s 
LFE channel to the 2090 may be puz- 
zling, but it shouldn’t prove trouble- 
some. As mentioned, the 2090’s lack of 
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YAMAHA RX-V2090 | 
Component type: A/V receiver 
Price: $1,499 : 
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an LFE input means that the sub channel 
will be folded into the decoder’s main 
channels in most systems. This ar- 
rangement doesn’t result in a loss of 
bass information, though it does as- 
sume that you'll use a single subwoofer 
to handle LFE information and any low 
frequencies you decide to siphon out of 
the main left/right channels. No doubt, 
the vast majority of AC-3 users will 
take this route. But the 2090’s layout 
does limit flexibility somewhat. Also 
note that the DDP-1 doesn’t perform 
Pro Logic decoding, so the A/v compo- 
nent it’s paired with should. 


INTEGRATING YAMAHA’S DUO INTO MY 
home-theater setup was a simple task 
(except for those nonstandard sur- 
round-channel banana jacks). As men- 
tioned, Yamaha’s two Cinema-DSP 
modes make use of four surround 
speakers: two in the rear, and two in 
the front (a back-panel switch can be 
set to mix the front-effects signal to the 
main left/right speakers in a five-speak- 
er system). I used Rock Solid satellites 
at all four surround locations. Follow- 
ing the manual’s guidelines, I located 
the front-effects speakers about | foot 
behind and 2 feet outside of the main 
left/right pair; the rear surrounds were 
placed to the sides and about even with 
the listening position, firing in toward 
the front. The main speakers were 
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THE $699 SUBSAT6 II THEATER SYSTEM FILLS YOUR ROOM WITH 
GREAT SOUND. YET, IT WON'T EMPTY YOUR BANK ACCOUNT. 





Good news. You don't have to sell Aunt Edna's priceless figurine collection to have a 
spectacular home theater. The SubSaté II system, a five-time HiFi Grand Prix Award 
Winner, features four sculpted wide-dispersion SubSat satellites. These tiny “sats,” as we 


affectionately call them, sit on stands, shelves or hang on your walls. Down below, the 


PV12 subwoofer provides exceptional lows. And in the middle is a CR1 broad-dispersion 
center channel speaker. This is a complete system, designed and tuned for smooth pans 
© and true theater envelopment. Stereo Review called the SubSat6, “Superior.” To learn 
| | ; i more, lend an ear to your Boston dealer. They'll pay you back with interest. 
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Theater Package includes four 1 
SubSaté II Satellites, a PV12 subwoofer ACOUSTICS 


and CR1 center channel speaker. Get a copy of our awesome music and speaker ‘zine: Number 03. Write to BA, 70 Broadway, Lynnfield, MA 01940 

















B&W 803-IIs, center-channel chores 
were handled by a single HTM center 
speaker, and I added B&W’s 800ASW 
active subwoofer to the mix. I wired 
Mitsubishi’s M-V7057 AC-3-ready LD 
player to the DDP-1’s AC-3 input and 
ran RCA cables from its outputs to the 
2090’s five inputs. 

Channel balance was set using the re- 
ceiver’s built-in noise sequencer and an 
SPL meter. The 2090 balanced up nice- 
ly, though the right channel sounded 
(and measured) a tad strong, requiring 
a small adjustment. The unit main- 
tained its four-channel equilibrium 
within about 1 dB over a good range (at 
least 20 dB); this means that it’ll keep 
channels balanced at real-world levels. 

Pro Logic performance was excel- 
lent: smooth, precise, quiet, and with 
very minimal leakage of dialogue to the 
main or surround channels, or vice ver- 
sa. Left-center-right pans were even 
and natural, and there was an abun- 
dance of standard DPL ambience. 
Tonal balance was accurate: The 2090 
didn’t have the unpleasant brightness of 
some A/V models, and it was very quiet. 

The DPL-ENHANCED mode had a very 
subtle effect most of the time. It was 
unnoticeable with dialogue and in 
scenes that had little surround informa- 
tion, becoming more pronounced only 
in segments with lots of surround activ- 
ity. I actually preferred it to straight 
DPL on some occasions. 

70MM MOVIE THEATER had major im- 

_pact with big soundtrack events, and it 
was very dramatic with big-action se- 
quences. Though it was never obnox- 
ious, it did impose a very slight echo 
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on certain passages of dialogue, and it 
also changed the timbre of surround 
details. It was pretty cool with sci-fi 
movies, as it enlarged and opened up 
surround effects. 

Of the other psp modes, I liked 
SPORTS, JAZZ CLUB, and HALL. I also 
found all of the 2090’s “extra” modes 
to be superior to those offered by many 
other A/V components, with smoother, 
more organic-sounding reverberation 
and more natural balance. 

AC-3 via the DDP-1 and 2090 sound- 
ed flat-out terrific. I heard the same im- 
provements I noted on my initial AC-3 
voyage, which employed the much 
more costly EAD TheaterMaster [see 
“Surrounded,” September 1995]: Dia- 
logue was clearer and more precisely 
defined, ambience was more spacious 
and involving, and discrete-panned sur- 
round effects were simply mind-blow- 
ing. I also heard the extra-rich bass 
content I’ve come to expect of AC-3, 
and, in practice, low-frequency perfor- 
mance didn’t suffer from the 2090’s 
lack of a sub input. There was a terrific 
balance between low- and high-level 
effects. And the DDP-1’s STANDARD dy- 
namic-range mode worked beautifully, 
with dialogue always audible even at 
low listening levels, while exploding 
smart-bombs and the like didn’t rattle 
the floors or wake the kids. 

The DDP-1 was almost as quiet, 
clean, and musical as a CD. I didn’t 
hear anything resembling a data-reduc- 
tion artifact, and AC-3 presentations 
were usually superior to their Pro Log- 
ic counterparts in terms of tonality and 
definition. 





On the power side of things, the 2090 
was very capable. With stereo-mode 
listening and acoustic music, the big 
Yamaha easily drove the front B& Ws 
to concert-hall levels, delivering solid 
bottom end (even when the subwoofer 
wasn’t connected) and excellent dy- 
namic impact, clarity, and depth; there 
was plenty of kick to rock, too. 

The 2090’s surround power was sub- 
stantial considering its modest rating. 
The surrounds held their own when I 
cranked the receiver up to truly cine- 
matic levels, with good overall quality 
and punch. The surround amps did clip 
a bit before the main channels on big, 
broadband transients—but only at ex- 
tremely high levels. 

Video quality was fine. An A/B com- 
parison of a direct LD/TV hookup to 
the same signal passed through the 
2090 showed essentially no change— 
certainly nothing I can quantify (or 
plan to worry about). 

FM radio reception was very good. 
Sound quality from moderate to strong 
stations was quiet, clean, and musical, 
though weak and distant stations didn’t 
fare quite as well. AM results were par 
for the course these days, which is to 
say dismal. 

I tried out the 2090’s multiroom 
mode with a living room-to-office 
hookup via 60-foot RCA cables, and it 
worked flawlessly. Picture and sound 
quality were nearly identical to that in 
the living room, and there were no op- 
erational or performance glitches as the 
two systems were individually run 
through their paces. This is a great, rare 
feature: genuine multisource audio and 
video in one package. If you can ac- 
commodate the cables and add an amp, 
it means you can clone your A/V system 
to a bedroom, den, or other area for a 
relatively small outlay. 


YAMAHA’S HIGH-QUALITY MULTIROOM 
function underscores the RX-V2090’s 
great strength: You get a lot for your 
money. There’s high-end Pro Logic 
performance, ample inputs and outputs, 
plenty of high-quality power, and 
Yamaha’s unique seven-speaker DsP 
modes for music and supercharged 
movie listening. The DDP-1 is equally 
impressive, delivering impeccable AC- 
3 performance and two clever adjust- 
ment modes in a simple, hassle-free 
package. I have no reservations about 
recommending this duo as a conscious- 
ness-raising introduction to the won- 
ders of AC-3 digital surround sound. @ 





Listen Past the Equipment 
and Experience the Music 


as Intended 


Once in a while an 

comes along which represents 
a significant step forward in 
advancing the current state- 
of-the-art. We feel our new 
ST Series amplifiers exemplify 


this unique distinction. 


A new approach to low-noise, 
low distortion signal-path 

has produced a line of 
amplifiers which is actually 
quieter and more transparent 
than any source material 


currently available. 


Bryston ST amplifiers, from the top: 8B ST 4 channel 120 wpc, 5B ST 3 channel 120 wpe, 
4B ST 250 wpe stereo, 7B ST 500 watts mono. Not shown is the 3B ST 120 wpe stereo. 


The Bryston ST innovation: our 
ultra-linear “input buffer-with- 
gain” substantially lowers the 
distortion and inherent noise 


floor — hearing is believing. 


Completely separate power 
supplies for each channel elimi- 
nate any crosstalk to ensure firm 
focus and completely accurate 


imaging of musical instruments. 
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balanced inputs, with equal 
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HI-FI VCRS ARE THE COMMON DENOMINATOR OF HIGH- 


822 


performance home video. Though videophiles add 
) laserdisc players to their systems, anyone who’s serious 


about home-theater performance has a Hi-Fi VCR—or 
more than one. And it’s no wonder, since picture quality is good, 
sound quality is terrific, taping is a simple process, and high-quality 
prerecorded tapes are abundant. Toshiba’s M-761 approaches the 
pinnacle of VHS performance—thanks, perhaps, to some unusual 


tape-head provisions and some clever 
digital circuitry. It provides excellent 
playback of prerecorded movies and 
excels at making slow-speed SLP-mode 
recordings, a critical feature if you plan 
to do a lot of time-shift viewing. 

The M-761 ($499) looks rather ordi- 
nary, though its shiny square silver feet 
are ... different. The display panel is 
green, and it provides comprehensive 
readouts of time, elapsed time, selected 
input, and transport mode. Displays of 
both current and elapsed time include 
hours, minutes, and seconds; unusually, 
the seconds readout is smaller than its 
partners. The display can’t be dimmed 
manually, and it doesn’t dim automati- 
cally when power is shut down. 

The right side of the front panel of- 
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fers a variable-speed shuttle dial and 
pause, stop, and play buttons; the shut- 
tle dials in 5x and 9x search in sp and 
15X and 27x search in SLP as well as 4 
and “1s slow mo. Power and eject but- 
tons are on the left side of the front 
panel. Popping the flip-down panel on 
this side reveals a set of A/V input 
jacks, a cable-box jack (more on that in 
a bit), and buttons for initiating record- 
ing, changing channels, and, unusually, 
selecting a set of 19-micron heads; in 
sum, the M-761 has six heads. 

Found on an increasing number of 
VCRs with high-end aspirations, 19- 
micron heads are optimized for SLP 
recording and playback. The head but- 
ton has AUTO and OFF positions—the 
special heads kick in automatically 
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Toshiba’s M-761 
is a topnotch 
VHS Hi-Fi VCR 


when the button is set to the former po- 
sition and you start up in the SLP mode, 
while the latter position can be used if 
you see noise in the picture. 

VCR Plus+ programming is on hand, 
and cable-box control is available 
whether you use VCR Plus+ or not. 
The VCR’s six-event timer is easy to 
program via direct numeric input if 
you choose not to use VCR Plus+ (or 
can’t figure it out). The M-761 lets you 
record from two different antenna in- 
puts, utilizing an A/B selector switch 
that can be purchased at your local Ra- 
dio Shack for about $6. This is handy if 
you're receiving programming from 
both an antenna and cable TV, though 
the setup procedure may keep you busy 
for a while. 

Cable-box control can be arranged in 
one of two ways. First, there’s a small 
window in the near-left corner of the 
VCR’s top; the idea is that you place 
your cable box on top of the VCR, and 
infrared box-control signals pass 
through the VCR’s window and into 
the cable box through its front-panel 
window. (The owner’s manual lists 50 
brands of compatible cable boxes.) 
Second, the cable-box jack in the hid- 
den front-panel compartment can be 
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used with an optional infrared “wand.” 

Missing in action: The clock in the 
front-panel display doesn’t set itself au- 
tomatically, so you’ll see a flashing 
12:00 until you set it manually (or un- 
plug the VCR!). Fortunately, setting 
the clock is relatively easy. There’s no 
way to use the timer or to select an in- 
put or tape speed from the front panel 
(the remote handles this action). 

The 44-button universal remote con- 
trol looks cool, though it’s a bit busy. It 
lacks the shuttle ring found on the deck 
itself, but basic transport controls are 
arranged in a futuristic-looking ring. 
It’s compatible with 88 TV brands. A 
slide switch in the top-left corner se- 
lects VCR or TV control; a subtle or- 
ange color scheme indicates which but- 
tons work with the TV. Three separate 
buttons let you power up and change 
channels on a compatible cable box— 
this works in conjunction with the box- 
control window or IR wand. You can 
activate the timer as well as eject tapes 
via the remote. 

The remote also dials in the 4 and /s 
slow-mo action. And it offers the two 
sets of search speeds (5X and 9x at sp, 
15X and 27x at SLP). To get the fastest 
search speed with the remote, however, 
you have to hold down its FF or REW 
button—introducing hassle potential, 
since pressing these same buttons only 
momentarily stops the tape and switch- 
es to high-speed fast-forward and re- 
wind action. 

Three distinctly blue buttons, which 
access the M-761’s “‘Intel-a-Play” func- 


tions, stand out at the remote’s bottom. 
STANDBY turns the TV on and selects 
the VCR input. REW/OFF initiates re- 
winding and powers down the VCR 
and TV when that drill is completed. 
And PROGRAM MENU turns on the TV, 
selects its VCR input, turns on the M- 
761, and brings up the VCR Plus+ pro- 
gramming menu. These are nice conve- 
niences, especially for neophytes or the 
technically challenged. 

The remote’s AUDIO SELECT button 
lets you choose between listening to 
stereo Hi-Fi, left-only, right-only, or the 
linear track; indicators in the display 
keep you informed of your choices. 
The setup menu lets you arrange for 
recording SAP (bilingual) TV broad- 
casts on one of a tape’s Hi-Fi tracks. 
The M-761 also has the ability to do 
simulcast recording, which takes the 
picture from the VCR’s TV tuner and 
sound from the line-input jacks; when 
the VCR is connected to a stereo re- 
ceiver or preamp/tuner combo (and the 
programming powers-that-be comply), 
you can use this setup to get your 
soundtrack from an FM station. 

Picture quality was excellent for the 
VHS format at both sp and sLp. Play- 
back of color-bar and multiburst test 
patterns was universally excellent at 
both speeds, with minimal interference 
at the borders between colors and prac- 
tically no rainbow shimmer in the high- 
frequency burst patterns; this indicates 
good, tight comb filtering. I never saw 
any noise when the 19-micron heads 
were in use, but I didn’t perceive any 


TOSHIBA M-761 
Component type: VHS Hi-Fi VCR 
Price: $499 
Target: Movie buffs and time-shifters 


Minimum requirements’: 27-inch TV, A/V receiver, main, center, 
and surround speakers 


KEY FEATURES 
= VCR Plus+ programming m Cable-box control m Variable-speed shuttle dial on 
front panel (5X and 9X in SP, 15X and 27x in SLP) m 19-micron record/play 
heads m Intel-a-Play convenience functions m 6-event/365-day timer = Double- 
speed playback with audio m Universal remote 


SUMMARY 
= Excellent picture quality m Excels at making slow-speed SLP-mode 
recordings m= Clock doesn't set itself automatically m Hi-Fi audio was extremely 
good m= VCR Plus+ and cable-box control make time-shift recording a snap 
= Intel-a-Play functions save time and make things easier for 
neophytes m= Approaches the pinnacle of VHS performance 


Circle 114 on reader service card 


_ “To maximize its potential 


BY THE NUMBERS a 
Measurements by Berger—Braithwaite Labs _ 
Horizontal resolution: 240 lines ' 
Picture S/N ratio: unweighted video, 45.3 
dB (SP), 45.5 dB (SLP); weighted video, 
_ 48.7 dB (SP), 49.2 dB (SLP); chroma AM, 
_ 50.2 dB (SP), 47.3 dB (SLP); chroma PM, 
_ 48.8 dB (SP), 46.4 dB (SLP) 
Audio frequency response: Hi-Fi, 20- 
~ 20,000 Hz +0.2, —2.8 dB; linear, 140- ° 
11,000 Hz (SP), 100—4,000 Hz (SLP) 2 
Audio dynamic range: Hi-Fi, 86.1 dB 


benefit to using them, either—sLp play- 
back looked equally fine with and with- 
out them. 

Still-frame and slow-motion picture 
quality were jittery at both speeds. 
Rapid-search picture quality was very 
good, however. The M-761 also has 
double-speed playback with audio, You 
can’t actually watch tapes at double- 
speed with intelligible sound, though, 
since the pitch is likewise doubled. 
(Some older VCRs offer pitch correc- 
tion, which I love because I can select 
double-speed play, slow down the au- 
dio, and see the entire evening news in 
just 15 minutes.) 

Besides looking at test patterns, I ran 
some rented movies through the M- 
761, including Endless Summer II, The 
surf footage in this documentary 
showed off the VCR’s excellent ability 
to render detail to the limits of the VHS 
format. I also stopped a standard T-120 
tape just before its end and checked 
rewind time—it clocked in at a very 
impressive 1:45. 

Hi-Fi audio quality was very good to 
excellent; frequency response deviated 
less than 3 dB throughout the entire au- 
dio spectrum. Audio quality from the 
linear track at SP speed was very good, 
though it did a little worse than other 
comparably priced decks at SLP; linear- 
track quality isn’t much of an issue, of 
course, unless you have lots of older 
tapes that have linear tracks. 


TOSHIBA’S M-761 IS A GREAT PERFORMER. 
Picture quality is excellent at both the 
sp and SLP speeds, so it will be equally 
comfortable playing movies and time- 
shifting off-air or off-cable programs. 
Its Hi-Fi audio section was a winner. 
And VCR Plus+ and cable-box control 
make time-shifting a snap. About the 
only thing I truly missed was the abili- 
ty to control my DSS receiver for time- 
shifting. If DSS isn’t part of your plan 
but a topnotch Hi-Fi VCR is, Toshiba 
has you covered. | 
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Why just listen to music when you can have a full-on kick-in-the-gut experience? Klipsch subs give you all 
the low, rumbling bass you need to turn your volume control into a Richter Scale. And our subs deliver the 


clean, tight detail that brings recorded music to life. For home theater, nothing makes watching a blockbuster 


movie more exciting than a Klipsch powered subwoofer. 


1-800-KLIPSCH 





‘Ou| yosdiy S66 © 


Klipsch: 


™ SWV SWS8 SW 10 SW12 


A Legend in Sound: 
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shooting for the stars > 

ith the TS1126GW, GE joins corporate sibling RCA 

in offering a DSS satellite system. The TS1126GW 
($579) includes an 18-inch-wide dish with a single LNB, a 
receiver, and a color-coded 30-button remote control. Fea- 
tures include S-Video and composite output jacks, a wide- 
band data port for HDTV, satellite and antenna inputs, and 
an RF output. Circle 115 on reader service card 





center stage > 

anon’s SC-20 center-channel speaker ($299) utilizes 

a 5-inch passive radiator to extend low-bass re- 

sponse. Rated to handle up to 100 watts, the magnetically 

shielded SC-20 measures 5.8 x 20 x 6 inches (h/w/d). In 

addition to the radiator, the speaker has a 0.75-inch tweet- 

er and a 5-inch mid/woofer. Frequency response is rated at 
65 to 20,000 Hz +3 dB. Circle 117 on reader service card 





< pack it in 
AD’s Model 917 A/V preamp/tuner/processor ($699) 
has four audio inputs, three video inputs, one video 


output, one monitor output, and a subwoofer output; all 
video connections feature both composite and S-Video 


jacks. Processing modes include Dolby Pro Logic and the 
digitally derived HALL, STADIUM, and CLUB. The 917 gen- 
erates on-screen displays. Circle 116 on reader service card 





< let it wide 

ioneer’s SD-P5183-K Pro Vision rear-projection TV 

set ($2,699) has a 5l-inch Cinema Wide screen in 
the 16:10.7 aspect ratio. The vertical-contour circuit is 
said to provide crisp edge definition, while dual-dynam- 
ic-focus circuitry is said to assure sharp focus and 830 
lines of horizontal resolution. Other features include a 
three-line digital comb filter, a nine-point digital conver- 
gence system, and auto flesh-tone averaging. Conve- 
nience features include single-tuner PIP, channel lock, 
and a preprogrammed universal remote control. Circle 
118 on reader service card 
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CA says the VR725HF ($699) is the first four-head Hi- 

Fi VCR with DSS control capabilities. Compatible 
with RCA‘’s DSS systems, the 725 can be programmed to 
record video and audio signals via the DSS receiver. Pro- 
gramming features include the VCR Plus+ system and ca- 
ble-box control. Other features include a universal re- 
mote, a front-panel shuttle ring, a rear S-Video input, and 
front RCA inputs. Circle 119 on reader service card 
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full frontal > 

aradigm’s LCR-450 speaker ($399 each) is designed 

to be used as a main left/right and/or center speaker 

in a home-theater system. Capable of either horizontal or 

vertical placement, the 450, which measures 21 x 8 x 11.5 

inches (h/w/d) when oriented vertically, employs a 1-inch 

tweeter and two 6.5-inch midrange/woofers. The enclo- 

sure features MDF baffles and interlocking full-perimeter 

bracing. Frequency response is given as 45 to 20,000 Hz, 

sensitivity as 90 dB, and power-handling range as 50 to 
175 watts. Circle 121 on reader service card 


66 DECEMBER 1995 VIDEO 





under control > 









<4 switchback | 

ounterpoint’s HC-828 video switcher ($1,595) offers six | 

sets of A/V inputs; five sets of composite and S-Video | 
connectors are located on the rear panel, while one set of 
composite inputs is located on the front panel. Proprietary 
video circuitry is on hand to reduce differential-phase, differ- 
ential-gain, and chroma-delay distortion. The 828, which 
measures a sleek 2.75 x 19 x 11 inches (h/w/d), is NTSC- 
and PAL-compatible. Circle 120 on reader service card 





< package deal 

herwood seeks to simplify the process of turning a TV 

and Hi-Fi VCR into a home theater with the HTS-100 
surround-sound system ($599). The 100 includes the com- 
pany’s RV-4050 A/V receiver (which features a Dolby Pro 
Logic decoder), the SP-150W subwoofer, and five SP-150S 
satellites (three for the front, two for the rear). In surround 
mode, the 4050 is rated to deliver 50 watts to each of the 
front speakers and 10 watts to each rear speaker. The re- 
ceiver has four audio inputs, two video inputs, and one video 
output. A universal remote and installation accessories are 
included. Circle 122 on reader service card 











From our value packed new TX-sV424 
up to our breakthrough THX model 
TX-SV919, ONKYO has 


AT LEAST 4018) VAXNe written the perfect 


home theater script, 
'@] N T H E B one with award-winning 


performances for both 


HOME THEATER RECEI sin cn 


In the first few seconds of the movie 
you'll hear the ONKYO difference. 
Differences that only oversized 
transformers and discrete output stages 
can deliver. Differences that allow 
ONKYO receivers to supply the power 
hungry demands of today’s special 
effects laden soundtracks. Whether 
you re listening to whispers or weapons. 








And as the movie develops, you'll find 
yourself in a multi-dimensional soundfield 
directly inside the on-screen action. 
That's because ONKYO utilizes the most 
advanced DSP technology, like the latest 
24 Bit Microprocessor from Motorola, 
capable of taking the director's vision and 
making it yours. 


Simply put, with an ONKYO home 
theater receiver, movies stop being 
enjoyable—and become memorable, 


So while you may not always’agree on 
what to watch, with ONKYO there's 
simply no argument. 


= we : 


ONKYO USA CORPORATION 
200 Williams Drive, Ramsey, NJ 07446 
201-825-7950 
E-Mail ONKYO @ NIS.NET 
CIRCLE NO. 72 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





< trifecta 

itachi’s VTUX605A four-head Hi-Fi VCR ($549) is 

packed with a trio of user-friendly features. Tape 
Navigation makes searching for a recorded program a 
one-button maneuver. VCR Plus+ and cable-box control | 
simplify the programming process for standard TV and © 
CATV. And the illuminated remote makes operation in the | 
dark a snap. Circle 123 on reader service card : 





HITACHI 





ghostbuster > 

agnavox’s ImageLock GC2010 “ghost-canceler” 

($150) is designed to eliminate multiple TV images. 

The 2010, which measures 2 x 6 x 6.5 inches (h/w/d), re- 

ceives and processes ghost-cancelation reference (GCR) 

signals; Magnavox says these signals are broadcast by 

more than 60 percent of U.S. broadcasters over line 19 of 

the vertical blanking interval. The 2010 can be attached to 

virtually any VCR or cable box via a standard RF or com- 
posite jack. Circle 124 on reader service card 





< concerto in n 

erk’s The Concerto A/V display system ($499) is part of 

the Nomi line. Manufactured from tempered glass 
and steel, The Concerto measures 37.5 x 22.5 x 20.5 inch- 
es (h/w/d). Its six shelves, which measure 0.25 x 22.5 x 17 
inches (h/w/d), accommodate standard-size audio and 
video components, and its rear spine can be used to con- 
ceal cables and wires. Circle 125 on reader service card 











window on the world > 

enith’s SR3247 32-inch TV ($1,800) features an ad- 
vanced StarSight decoder; subscribe to StarSight’s 
on-screen program-guide service and a PIP-type window 
will be displayed in the guide’s basic program grid. The 
supplied Z-Trak remote control employs a trackball for 
easy navigation of StarSight’s grids. The 3247’s single- 
tuner PIP can be viewed as one variable-size window or six 
individual windows. Features include an icon-based on- 
screen menu system, channel lock, and one S-Video input. 
Circle 126 on reader service card ic) 
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KEF Home Theatre. 
Sit where you like. 














The great thing about KEF Home Theatre is that everyone experiences the same superb sound 


quality, wherever tl 


No more scrambling for the best seat; no more being tied to a ‘sweet spot’ — just stunning 


e clarity, uncannily realistic effects and action that leaps out of the screen. 


The reason is simple. Unlike conventi 


revolutionary Uni-Q® technology creates a highly detailed sound stage 


over an exceptionally wide area — and with identical Uni-Q drivers on all 


five channels, the same high quality sound is heard throughout the room. 


As you would expect from the manufacturers of some of the world’s 


finest loudspeakers, it’s compatible with virtually all quality receivers 


and hi-fi systems. The compact, discreetly stylish cabin 


/ 


position and easy to install. 
Whether you’re a first time surround sound buyer or upgrading your e> 


listen to KEF Home Theatre before you decide. At the price, nothing else compares. 


The experience 
of sound 


MODELS SHOWN ARE THE 80C CENTRE CHANNEL SPEAKER, 60S FRONT/SURROUND SPEAKERS AND 30B POWERED SUBWOOFER. 
KEF AND UNI-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-Q IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING 
FOR DETAILS ON KEF HOME THEATRE PLEASE WRITE TO: KEF ELECTRONICS OF AMERICA, INC, 
89 DOUG BROWN WAY, HOLLISTON, MA. 01746 USA. TEL: 508 429 3600. 


ible to 
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BiMiminens 


n shiny badges 


impression 








Fewer parts, better parts, better sound. 





Fate) | BU ies ©] AND AU Do ol 3 OR/Gova kine pe EG COO, MMe PPiOte ON reais |. S 


CIRCLE NO. 88 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





SHORTWAR E 


Land of the Giants 
Zenith PVR-6069 
60-Inch Rear Projector 
HB HERE ARE BIG-SCREEN TVS, AND 

then there are bigger-screen TVs, 

which, in relative terms, we really 

should think of as giant-screen 
TVs. These monster rear-projectors, 
which start with screens measuring 60 
or 61 inches, are fairly common today; 
Mitsubishi and ProScan have pushed 
their screen sizes up to a gargantuan 70 
and 80 inches, respectively. Zenith’s 
PVR-6069, with its 60-inch screen, is 
one of the smaller giants. And though 
the company clearly set out to build a 
TV whose main priority is slapping a 
huge, high-impact picture in your face, 
the 6069 ($3,399) also offers plenty of 
useful features and inputs. 

The set measures a substantial 57.7 x 
51 x 27.5 inches (h/w/d) and weighs a 
healthy 240 pounds; the cabinet is actu- 
ally fairly slim in terms of depth, limit- 
ing the amount of living-room real es- 
tate it'll consume. It features Zenith’s 
Delta 79 projection lens system, which 
uses 7-inch rectangular tubes and a 
Black Matrix screen. Internally, a digi- 
tal three-line comb filter is used, and 
the set employs velocity scan modula- 
tion, which heightens contrast. 

Integrating the 6069 into a home the- 
ater is simple thanks to the generous 
array of jacks. There are two antenna 
inputs, three composite video inputs, 
two S-Video inputs, three audio inputs, 
a set of A/V outputs, and a set of vari- 
able audio outputs for hookup to an A/v 
receiver or a similar device. Speaker 
terminals are provided for driving op- 
tional rear speakers with the set’s built- 
in amplifier and Dolby Pro Logic de- 
coder. Uniquely, the 6069’s third set 
of A/V inputs are on the top-rear of the 
cabinet, for easy connection of a cam- 
corder or videogame console; this is 
neater and more convenient than hav- 
ing these jacks on the front panel. 

The 6069 incorporates a StarSight 
decoder, which will display TV Guide- 
like listings on-screen when you sub- 
scribe to the service [see “Tour 
Guides,” page 26, for more on Star- 
Sight]. Other features include single- 
tuner PIP, two color-temperature set- 
tings, and two remote controls. One 


remote is a universal programmable 
model that controls TVs, VCRs, and 
cable boxes and has buttons that glow 
in the dark; the second remote controls 
the TV and can be programmed to con- 
trol most VCRs; it features a trackball 
to simplify StarSight navigation. 

On the audio side, the 6069’s ampli- 
fiers send 10 watts to each of its two 
built-in speakers and 10 watts total 
through its rear-speaker terminals. The 
Dolby Pro Logic decoder can be set for 
phantom or normal operation; the 
phantom mode mixes DPL’s center- 
channel signal into the set’s two speak- 
ers. The decoder also offers CONCERT 
HALL, THEATER, NIGHT CLUB, and STADI- 
UM surround-sound modes. 

In addition to the basic picture con- 
trols, the 6069’s vIDEO menu offers 
three PICTURE PREF(erence) viewing op- 
tions: PRESET, THEATER, and CUSTOM. 
The first two settings are inviolable; 





make an adjustment to one of them and 
the set puts you in the CUSTOM mode. 
The 6069 also offers an AUTO FLESH cir- 
cuit plus a double crosshair pattern for 
adjusting convergence. 

The menu system wasn’t great, er- 
gonomically. While it was easy to 
make adjustments, menu graphics for 
all of the picture controls remain on- 
screen, taking up about two-thirds of 
the picture area and blocking most of 
the image or test pattern. This makes 
the fine-tuning process harder than it 
needs to be. 

Out-of-the-box performance as 
judged with The Abyss laserdisc was 
about average for a giant-screen set: 
The picture was very noisy, with slight- 
ly oversaturated color and poor conver- 
gence. I found that the only difference 
between PRESET and THEATER is that 
THEATER has a lower CONTRAST setting. 
In both modes, BRIGHTNESS, SHARPNESS, 
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and COLOR were all preset to the middle 
position of their respective graphics. 
CONTRAST was set at the three-quarters 
mark in THEATER and to maximum in 
PRESET; the THEATER setting produced 
13.7 footlamberts of light on the high 
output window (100 IRE). TINT was 
just below its midpoint. The set mea- 
sured 420 lines of horizontal resolution 


Zenith PVR-6069 
12345678910 





and 500 vertical from a laser source. 
Overscan was a high 8 percent. Both 
color-temperature settings measured 
5,800 degrees Kelvin on the top end of 
the gray scale and 14,500 degrees 
Kelvin on the bottom of the scale. 
Gray-scale delineation was average. 

Using the A Video Standard test 


laserdisc, I brought BRIGHTNESS down 
four clicks from its midpoint. CONTRAST 
was lowered by three clicks, resulting 
in 9.7 footlamberts of peak light out- 
put. COLOR and TINT were reduced by 
two clicks, but reds still looked hot and 
the picture remained oversaturated. 
SHARPNESS was brought down to the 
one-quarter mark. I turned off the AUTO 
FLESH circuit and converged the set as 
best I could. 

Unfortunately, the 6069 can’t be fully 
calibrated. Specifically, I wasn’t able to 
adjust the low output level of the gray 
scale, though I could adjust its top, to 
6,325 degrees Kelvin. As a result, col- 
ors weren’t completely accurate, there 
was significant video noise in the pic- 
ture, and it was hard to discern subtle 
details in dark scenes. 

There’s no denying the impact of a 
60-inch picture, though. And Zenith’s 
PVR-6069 delivers one, along with 
several truly useful features. It also has 
a slim cabinet and a generous number 
of inputs and outputs, so it’s simple to 
integrate into a home theater. If you 
don’t mind sacrificing videophile-grade 
accuracy, the 6069 can loom large in 
your life. —Kevin Miller 


Value Added 
ProScan PSLD46 
Laserdisc Player 
HOUGH THE 5-INCH DIGITAL VIDEO- 
discs (DVDs) we’ll be seeing in 9 
or 12 months promise somewhat 
better picture quality and more 
convenience than 12-inch laserdiscs 
(LDs), the LD format remains a legiti- 
mate contender for entertainment-relat- 
ed disposable income for two com- 
pelling reasons: It’ll take years for 
DVD to match LD’s vast library of 
movies, and LD players—always top- 
notch performers—are terrific values 
these days. ProScan’s PSLD46 illus- 
trates the latter point handily. 

The PSLD46 ($599) delivers almost 
all of the format’s advantages at a very 
reasonable price. And it boasts all of 
the format’s important features, includ- 
ing an AC-3 output, automatic side 
changing, and a convenient secondary 
disc tray just for playing music CDs. 

The front panel has a pleasant, func- 
tional look. The display is amber (the 
new trend in displays, it seems), and it 
can be disabled. The THEATER MODE, 
accessed by a front-panel button, man- 





Battery. 


always deliver 100% at a moment's notice. 


You NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU'LL NEED A 
FULLY CHARGED CAMCORDER BATTERY, 


Life’s full of surprises. What shouldn’t be a surprise is a dead battery just when you want to record that once-in-a-lifetime 


Sort of like your adrenaline. 


So you can be ready for whatever memorable event sneaks up on you next. 


shot. That’s why we created the Lenmar RediCell™, the only camcorder battery designed to keep on charging until you need it. 
Since it’s a NoMEM® battery, it won’t build up a memory like nickel-cadmiums, so it can remain charging day after day and 


Ask your Lenmar dealer for the new RediCell 


PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 


For the name of your nearest Lenmar dealer, and a catalog of our other Camcorder Performance Products call: 800/424-2703 ©1995 Lenmar Enterprises, Inc 
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They're on display in the 


Design Museum in London. 
They've won a Design of The 
Year Award in Tokyo. And 


they've quickly become one 








of the decade's best selling 





small loudspeakers. m Why 


are Solid speakers so wildly successful? Simply because 
they produce superb, high quality sound that one 
would expect only from speakers many times their 
size and price. m The reason? They're acoustically 
engineered by world-renowned 
B&W Loudspeakers. The 

same people who created the 
legendary B&W Matrix 801 — 
the speaker used for 


nearly eighty percent of all 





classical recordings. m The 
Solid HCM!, for example, handles up to 150 watts of 

power. So you can crank up the volume with minimum 
distortion. Plus it’s magnetically shielded, making it | 
equally suitable for music or movies. m Start with | 
a single pair. Then build 

a complete home theater 


system including a PowerBass 





subwoofer to capture the 


AND) M 0 V I E S 1 earth-shaking realism of heroic 


3 


' : adventure films like Jurassic 


Park. m Call 1.800.370.3742 





| \ | for the name of the Solid dealer nearest you. And find 


out how to get big sound without spending big money. 


Ssscou_ ics 


They play big. 











Rock Solid Sounds 

of America 

54 Concord Street 

North Reading, MA 01864-2699 
1.800.370.3742 TEL 
1.508.664.4109 FAX 
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PROSCAN 


ages faster disc startup and side-switch 
times by disabling the table-of-con- 
tents, random-play, and elapsed- 
time/time-remaining features; in this 
mode, a side change took 11 seconds, 
roughly average for the format. The 
dedicated CD tray has its own set of 
open/close buttons. 

There’s no jog/shuttle controls on the 
player—a sacrifice that was made to 
keep the price down. Instead, you get 
motion-control buttons: PLAY is ar- 
ranged in between a set of forward and 
reverse SCAN/SEARCH buttons, with STOP 
and PAUSE positioned above and below, 
respectively. 

You also get an interesting two-mode 
memory feature. Activate the first 
mode (by pressing MEMORY once) and 
the 46 picks up playback where you 
left off, whether you pressed STOP or 
actually turned the player off. The sec- 
ond mode (activated by pressing MEMO- 
RY twice) gives you a synopsis: It plays 
brief portions of each chapter in the 
disc up to the stop point and then re- 
sumes normal playback. I wish Pro- 
Scan had put this feature on the remote 
control. 

Besides automatic side changing, 
playback creature comforts include 
four-mode repeat (of an A-B segment, 
one side, both sides, or a chapter), ran- 
dom play, and 24-chapter programma- 
ble playback. The HI-LITE INTRO button 
plays the first few seconds of each 
chapter on an LD or a few seconds 
from the 1-minute mark of each song 
on a music CD. 

Audio-related features include the 
ability to choose between digital and 
analog audio tracks, including left-only 
and right-only playback from both digi- 
tal and analog sources, as well as the 
ability to manually switch on CX noise 


reduction for analog tracks (both via . 


the remote). An optical digital output 
jack is provided for hooking the 46 to 
an external D/A converter or an A/V re- 
ceiver that has an optical digital input. 
The 34-button remote has a compact 
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and functional layout, it’s easy to use, 
and it includes a multispeed shuttle 
control. Nice touches include separate 
buttons for frame advance, slow mo- 
tion, and rapid-speed playback. 

Picture quality was excellent—tech- 
nical editor Lance Braithwaite mea- 
sured peak horizontal resolution at a 
very impressive 420 lines. Special-ef- 
fects picture quality was excellent with 
CAV discs; besides still frame, you get 
forward and reverse step frame, slow 
motion at 4, , or 40 normal speed, and 
double-speed playback (with muted 
sound), all of which looked superb. No 
special effects are available when play- 
ing CLV discs; the shuttle dial continues 
to work with them, but the picture 
flashes, rolls, or has a big horizontal 
bar across the screen, and the slow-mo 
controls don’t function at all. 





As mentioned, the 46 is compatible 
with the new generation of AC-3-en- 
coded LDs, and soundtracks channeled 
through the dedicated AC-3 output had 
all of the precision, clarity, and spa- 
ciousness we’re coming to expect of 
the new 5.1-channel digital surround- 
sound format. The standard digital au- 
dio output had excellent frequency re- 
sponse, though analog tracks sounded a 
notch below the best that the format 
can deliver. 

ProScan’s PSLD46 strikes an excel- 
lent balance between features and 
price. Astute shoppers will note a re- 
semblance to similarly priced models 
from Denon and Pioneer, both in ap- 





pearance and performance, and compe- 
tition among these brands may help 
drive prices even lower. Though the 46 
doesn’t provide special-effects play- 
back for CLV discs, this circuitry adds 
hundreds of dollars to the bottom line, 
and it isn’t a problem if you generally 
enjoy movies straight through. The 46 
is equipped to help you make the most 
of that enjoyment. —Cliff Roth 


Six-Packed 
Parasound HCA-806 
Six-Channel Power Amp 
ARASOUND’S HCA-806 IS THE LATEST 
high-end multichannel amp to hit 
the streets in search of its share of 
home-theater and multiroom-audio 
gold. The 806 delivers six fully inde- 
pendent 80-watt channels (all channels 
driven at 8 ohms, with less than 0.05 
percent THD from 20—20,000 Hz; or 120 
watts at 4 ohms). Channels 3 and 4 as 
well as 5 and 6 can be bridged, provid- 
ing one or two 180-watt channels, re- 
spectively, into 8-ohm loads. 

The 50-pound 806 ($1,150) is built 
along the lines of a Sherman tank: 
heavy-metal chassis, deep heatsinking 
along both sides (thoughtfully radiused 
on top to reduce arm-gashing), gold- 
plated connectors, and a pro-style, 19- 
inch rackmount form. The rear panel 
supplies six unbalanced RCA inputs, 
each flanked by a large, solid input- 
trim knob, and six pairs of heavy five- 
way binding-post speaker outputs. Two 
mini-toggles change channel pairs 3/4 
and 5/6 to bridged mode, and two others 
loop inputs 1/2 to channels 3/4 and 5/6, 
for multiroom installations. The only 
front-panel control is a power switch, 
with standby and operation LEDs plus 
six more marked OVERLOAD. 

Inside, the 806 is no less impressive. 
A single massive toroidal transformer 
serves the entire power supply, with 
90,000 pF of “computer-grade” filter- 
ing capacitance, a high-current detach- 
able power cord, and no fewer than 20 
protective fuses (and six relays) at vari- 
ous circuit points. Other components 
(and assembly) are all very good grade: 
Parasound says that the 806 employs 
polystyrene bypass caps, a Class A 
matched-JFET input stage, and an un- 
usually high-biased Class A/B opera- 
tion mode that’s closer to Class A— 
this makes the amp idle a bit warmer 
than is typical, though it never got what 
I considered to be hot. Output power 
arrives via 24 “50-MHz, 15-ampere be- 








ta-matched” complementary-pair tran- 
sistors. Fit and finish were quite good, 
and the 806’s heavy-gauge sheet-metal 
is simple but well crafted. 

After I’d hefted the 806 into position 
(rear-panel rack handles made this pos- 
sible, if not exactly easy), hooking up 
the amp was a simple matter of cabling 
it to my THX-certified preamp/Pro 
Logic decoder and five banana-plugged 
speaker wires. The amp drove B&W 
803-IIs (main left/right), their HTM 
center, and their SCM-8 dipole-sur- 
round speakers—all are medium-high 
sensitivity—in a room of about 1,700 

cubic feet. For this evaluation, I ran the 
803-IIs full-range with no subwoofer 
connected, and I bridged channels 5 
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and 6 into the center-channel speaker, 
in order to exercise all six output chan- 
nels and to demand the most of at least 
two of them. 

The 806 drove this speaker assem- 
blage effortlessly, never getting partic- 
ularly hot and never with even a glim- 
mering of its overload lights. And don’t 
be deceived by the relatively modest 
on-paper ratings. This is one powerful 
amplifier: It’s rated to yield a peak cur- 
rent capacity of 30 amperes per chan- 
nel; to put this in perspective, 30 am- 
peres into a 1-ohm load is 900 watts. 

In any event, the 806 delivers a huge 


amount of impact without any hint of 


stress. And the amp’s sound was al- 
most perfectly neutral—open and airy, 
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but never harsh, “fast,” but never spitty 
or brittle, solid and imposing down 
low, but never bloated or heavy. Detail, 
midrange balance and definition, and 
soundstage presentation were all top- 
notch. The 806 was also almost dead 
quiet in terms of electrical noise and 
very nearly so mechanically. (There 
was a faint mechanical buzz from the 
transformer, but I could detect it only 
by stooping with my ear almost direct- 
ly on the top cover in a silent room.) 
Parasound’s HCA-806 is clearly an 
excellent amplifier, and it’s also an im- 
pressive value. If you need six channels 
of serious power and can budget 
$191.66 for each, I recommend the 806 
highly. —Daniel Kumin 
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with your stereo or as part of a com- 


























plete home theater system. Our S-C10 
and $-C20 Centre Channel Speakers, with their 
unique two-way design, are perfect for dialogue 
reproduction. And our $-B20 Sub-Bass 
Speaker brings plenty of bass to your music 
or to those deep home , 
theater sound effects. 
To learn more about 
the perfect candidate for speaker of your j 
house, call us at 1-800-OK-CANON. | 


speakers are anything but conservative. 
They’re a true revolution in sound. And one that is 
destined to change the way you listen to music or 
movies at home. 
Take, for example, our $-25s and $-35s. 
Designed and built in the U.K., these 

uniquely engineered speakers 
use a system of firing sound 
onto a specially designed 

acoustic mirror to produce a 


stereo listening area — a sweet spot — far greater 
than that of ordinary speakers. 4 
The end result is that now, 
more people can enjoy the 
same great stereo sound, ——s.c10 Conte Ca 
Our Wide Dispersion Sound Loud- 

speakers come with a wide array of options 
too. In addition to our $-25s and S-35s, we 
offer our SV-15 speakers which can be used 





















SV-15s with S-B20 Sub-Bass 
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Redefined 


JVC's GR-SZ9 represents the latest refinements in 










quality, creativity, and simplicity. Like a 
bright F1.2 lens and Digital Signal 
Processing for stunningly clear high- 
definition images — ideal for Super 
VHS high-resolution regordifig, A 
wider-than-ever selection of digi- 
tal spegial effects that let you 
shoot professional style videos. 
And interactive in-viewfinder 
menus that make operation 
more user friendly than ever. The 
GR-SZ9 Compact Super VHS Hi- 
Fi Stereo Camcorder. It’s excellence 
redefined. Definitely by JVC. 
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Super VHS elie Technically Perfect. Perfectly Simple. 
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Simple, Low-Cost Accessories 
Can Make Distortion Disappear 
ON’T YOU JUST HATE IT WHEN YOUR KNOW-IT-ALL 
p] neighbor loudly announces during a house party 
that you’ve got snow on Channel 8? And don’t you 
just hate it even more when he’s right? You’ve lived with 
poor reception because you thought you had to—you’ve 
tried better antennas, better cables, even a better TV. But 
no matter what you’ve tried, those ugly, blizzard-filled pic- 
tures remain. 

Don’t give up hope just yet. Depending on your video 
setup, a simple, affordable fix may be all that stands be- 
tween you and a crystal-clear picture (not to mention that 
pesky neighbor). Your problem may be a common one: a 
weak signal. Or it might be the vestiges of the copy-protec- 
tion signal routinely added to most prerecorded videos. 
Whatever the source of your video dilemma, it pays to 
look into the many low-cost solutions that are available 
before taking more drastic and expensive measures. 


Antenna Amplifiers. Imagine that you 
have low water pressure in your house. 
When you turn on the faucet in the 
kitchen, water just trickles out. Fortu- 
nately, you can immediately see the 
problem, so you call a plumber to get it 
fixed. (Then, when you get the 
plumber’s bill, you call the doctor to 
defibrillate your heart.) Now imagine a 
“low-pressure” video signal coming 
from your antenna or cable outlet—a 
signal that just doesn’t have the amount 
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TUNE UP: Gemini’s G2000 amplified TV antenna 


of power, or level, it should have. The lower the signal ley- 
el, the more snow and other artifacts—and, therefore, the 
lower the picture quality. The trouble is, you can’t easily 
spot low-level video signals coming out of an antenna or 
cable connector, so you may not even be aware that a prob- 
lem exists. 

A weak video signal is probably the culprit if all of your 
channels are performing poorly. The cause of this weak- 
ness can vary, however. Maybe your antenna is old and 
needs to be replaced, or maybe the connection on the an- 
tenna or outdoor cable drop is corroded. Or perhaps the 
length of the cable between the antenna or outdoor cable 
drop is too long, and the signal is weakened by the distance 
it must travel to get to your TV. We’ve recently outlined the 
steps you can take to attack these common sources of 
video noise [Ghosts in the Machine,” October 1995], but 
what do you do if you’ve tried them all and still have 
noise? The answer may be an outdoor antenna amplifier. 

Outdoor antenna amplifiers, like Radio Shack’s Model 
15-1117 in-line coax amp ($18) or Gemini’s DA 900 
($25), are designed to be attached as close to the antenna 
or cable outlet as you can get them—that means outside, 
just beyond the antenna/cable junction. Power for the am- 
plifier comes from an AC adaptor that you plug in inside 
the house (obviously, you need to find some means of get- 
ting the coax cable that links the amp and the adaptor in- 
side your home). The adaptor sits between the incoming 
cable and your TV or VCR. Power is fed from the adaptor 
via the coax cable to the amplifier; when they’re properly 
installed, the electricity in the cable doesn’t harm your TV, 
VCR, or other video gear. 

Outdoor antenna amps peak at about $30. The more ex- 
pensive models tend to amplify more. The $18 Radio 
Shack model mentioned above boosts the signal by 10 dB, 
for example (that’s about three times normal, since each 
increase of 3 dB doubles signal strength), while the $25 
Gemini model boosts VHF signals by 28 dB (almost 10 
times normal). Radio Shack’s 15-1108 ($40) boosts VHF 
signals by 25 dB. 

An outdoor antenna amplifier improves picture quality 
because it helps prevent the signal from getting weak in 
the first place. And it’s especially handy when the length of 
the cable between the antenna or outdoor cable outlet and 
your TV is more than about 100 feet. Be sure to place the 
amplifier as close to the antenna or cable outlet as you can. 
Otherwise, you’li end up amplifying the snow that’s in the 
signal. Imagine enlarging a fuzzy photo- 
graph—all you get is a bigger fuzzy 
photograph. The same is true when you 
amplify a weak signal. 

Amplified Antennas. If you’re looking 
to improve TV performance but don’t 
use cable or an outdoor antenna, try re- 
placing your good old-fashioned “rabbit 
ears” with an amplified set-top antenna. 
Models like Recoton’s Powerwave 500 
($30), Gemini’s G2000 ($55), and Ra- 
dio Shack’s Color Supreme 200 ($60) 
are superior to rabbit ears in terms of 
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improving the reception of weak sig- 
nals, and they may even make snowy 
channels look (relatively) crystal clear. 

Using an amplified indoor antenna is 
no different than using the “passive” 
one you have now. The only difference 
is that an amplified antenna has to be 
plugged into a power strip or wall out- 
let. Signal boost varies between mod- 
els, but most increase signal strength 
by at least 20 dB, which is about seven 
times normal. Gemini’s G2000 boosts 
the signal by a healthy 45 dB. 

If an amplified indoor antenna 

doesn’t provide the signal strength you 
need, you might look into Radio 
Shack’s Model 15-1611 ($55), an am- 
plified VHF/UHF/FM antenna that’s 
small enough to fit snugly under your 
home’s eaves or even in the attic. The 
antenna contains its own amplifier, 
which boosts UHF signals—often the 
ones that need amplification the 
most—by 20 to 25 dB. 
Video Stabilizers. Broadcast and cable 
TV aren’t the only video sources that 
can look noisy, of course. Since 1985, 
most prerecorded videos have con- 
tained the Macrovision anticopying sig- 
nal, which is designed to add unaccept- 
able distortion to dubs without 
interfering with straight playback. The 
idea is to discourage “casual” copying 
of rental tapes, since the studios want 
you to buy your own copy if you want 
the movie for your library. 

Macrovision for VHS (it isn’t applied 
to laserdiscs or Beta and 8mm tapes) 
works by injecting strong pulses in the 
vertical blanking interval (vBI) between 
each video frame. (You can see the vBI 
if your TV is equipped with a vertical- 
hold control: Turn the control so the 
picture just starts to roll; the vBI is that 
dark bar between the frames.) These 
pulses upset the automatic gain control 
used during recording. Try to copy a 
Macrovision-protected tape and you’ll 
be subjected to a picture that alternate- 
ly looks too bright or too dark. 

Macrovision pulses interfere with 
straight playback on certain TVs, how- 
ever, particularly older models, by 
causing timing problems in the TV’s 
sync circuits. What you’ll see is a 
rolling picture or one that bends near 
the top. If your TV exhibits these mal- 
adies while you’re watching a prere- 
corded tape, the culprit could be 
Macrovision. 
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Radio Shack 
Model 15-1962 
video processor 


One cure is to buy a new TV, since 
virtually all new sets are specifically 
designed to ignore the Macrovision 
pulses. If that’s not in the cards, you 
can consider the purchase of a video 
stabilizer,‘ which may remove or mask 
the Macrovision pulses. (You'll proba- 
bly find advertisements for stabilizers 
in the “Classifieds” section at the back 
of this issue.) 

If you have trouble finding a video 
stabilizer, you can probably thank 
Macrovision. They’ve patented almost 
two dozen designs of “Macrovision 
busters”—devices that defeat Macrovi- 
sion. These patents were taken out 
specifically to keep other companies 
from selling them, thereby thwarting 
the whole process. Macrovision has 
been known to file lawsuits against 
companies that build and sell video sta- 
bilizers that encroach on their patents. 
The net effect: Few name-brand com- 
panies build video stabilizers that are 
meant to compensate for the Macrovi- 
sion signal. The stabilizers you'll find 
start at about $40, though “profession- 
al-level” models—such as Showtime 
Video Ventures’ Universal Stabilizer— 
can hit $280. 


LOW SIGNAL LEVELS AND MACROVISION 
aren’t the only causes of poor pictures, 
of course. TVs and VCRs are subject to 
all forms of interference. If your recep- 
tion is plagued by interference, check 
out the following products from the in- 
terference-busters arsenal. All are 
available at Radio Shack, TV and radio 
supply stores, and many home-im- 
provement outlets. 

e An FM trap (about $4) removes the 
entire FM broadcast band (88 to 108 
MHz), preventing FM radio signals 
from reaching your TV. FM signals, es- 
pecially strong ones from nearby 








broadcasting towers, are known to 
cause wavy lines and audio distortion 
on channel 6 or 7. The FM trap simply 
attaches to the antenna input of your 
TV or VCR. 

e A CB/ham filter (about $4) removes 
the. frequencies used by citizen-band 
and amateur radio transceivers. CB/ 
ham interference can occur on virtually 
any channel, often showing up as dis- 
torted sound and briskly moving lines 
in the picture. As with the FM trap, the 
CB/ham filter attaches to the antenna 
input of your TV or VCR, 

e Use a TV static/noise filter (about 
$12) to reduce or eliminate the interfer- 
ence caused by electrical devices that 
emit strong radio-frequency (RF) 
waves—the ignition of an old car is a 
common source. These filters attach to 
the antenna terminals of your TV and 
VCR, and they’re mostly used with 
older 300-ohm twin-lead antenna cable 
rather than the coaxial type of cable 
that’s popular today. 

@ Plug your VCR and/or TV into an Ac- 
interference filter (about $13) to reduce 
interference from electrical devices that 
transmit “noise” through the wiring of 
your house. Examples of noisy appli- 
ances include refrigerators, dimmer 
switches, and the ballast transformers 
used in fluorescent-lamp fixtures. 

e An in-line attenuator (about $6) re- 
duces an incoming RF signal that’s too 
strong for your VCR or TV. A “too- 
strong” signal appears to have too 
much contrast; in extreme cases, the 
picture is inverted—whites become 
black, and blacks become white. Atten- 
uators are available as fixed models, 
which typically reduce the signal by 6 
dB, and as variable models, which al- 
low you to “dial in” the amount of at- 
tentuation you need, from 0 to over 20 
dB. —Gordon McComb 
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Now, Duracell 
gives you more time 
to capture those special 
moments with your family. 
Advanced nickel metal 
hydride (NiMH) technology 
makes DURACELL® 
Rechargeable Batteries last 
up to 50% longer than 
standard nickel cadmium 
(Ni-Cd) batteries. 
Best of all, there are 
no memory effect problems, 
and you can top off the 
charge any time! 
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*Duracell DR11 lasts up to 50% longer than standard Ni-Cd rechargeable batteries. 
DURACELL® Rechargeable Camcorder Batteries are now available in retail stores near you. 
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esigned for use with Windows-based PCs, Video- 
8) labs’ Digital Studio ($819) includes a color video 
camera, a video capture board/frame grabber, and 
Video Studio 2 editing software. The FlexCam camera 
has a 0.33-inch CCD, an 18-inch gooseneck, and a built- 
in stereo microphone. The T230Pro capture board has 2 
MB of VRAM. Full-motion images can be captured at 
speeds of up to 30 fps with 16.7 million colors. Digital 
Studio can also be used to enhance videogames. Circle 
130 on reader service card 





rail chacgitel 

asio’s QV-10 digital camera ($995) has a 1.8-inch 
Cu LCD screen, which allows users to immedi- 
ately decide whether to store or delete newly captured 
images. Images can be transferred to a PC or Macintosh 
via the supplied connection kit or to a video source such 
as a TV or VCR. The camera, which measures 2.6 x 5.1 
x 1.6 inches (h/w/d), holds up to 96 color still images in 
memory and features a 0.2-inch CCD and a high-speed 
shutter. Circle 132 on reader service card 
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he DCR-VX700 digital camcorder ($2,999) is a 

scaled-down version of Sony’s DCR-VX1000. The 
700 employs a single 410,000-pixel CCD, four-mode 
programmable autoexposure, and digital fade, over- 
lap, and slide/wipe effects. Many of the 1000’s manu- 
al functions are automated on the 700. Other fea- 
tures include Super SteadyShot image stabilization, 
a 180,000-pixel color viewfinder, the DV format’s 
Photo Mode, a DV interface, 20x digital zoom, and 
10X optical zoom. Circle 131 on reader service card 





a 
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ee PV-LCD35 DisplayMate ($350), a 3.5- 
inch color LCD screen, attaches to the battery 
mount of all Panasonic and Quasar IO and XL Series 
camcorders manufactured since 1993. The 35 can 
swivel up to 180 degrees on both its vertical and hori- 
zontal axes, and brightness, tint, and color can be ad- 
justed. When not in use, the LCD can be folded 
against the cam’s body. A built-in speaker is included. 
Circle 133 on reader service card a 








E it catches your eye, then it tracks 
it. It’s the sleek new Canon ES5000. 
The only camcorder that offers an auto- 
focus system and special functions that 
are solely controlled by the movement of 
your eye. 

To operate the ES5000’s Eye Con- 
trolled Focus, simply look through the 
viewfinder, direct your eye to any subject 
within the frame, and the camcorder 
automatically focuses there. Redirect 
your eye somewhere else within the 


frame and instantly the camcorder 


refocuses at the new position. Never 


before has autofocusing been smoother 
or simpler. With the ES5000 what you 


see is literally what you shoot. 


© 1995 Canon U.S.A., Inc. 





Introducing the ES5000 
with the world’s first 
Eye Control System. 


Canon's new Eye Controlled Focus is operated by the movement of your eye. 


Other ES5000 functions can be activated through 
our exclusive Eye Control technology as well. You can 
start and stop recording, display dates and titles, fade, 


operate digital effects and more, all with just a glance. 
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ES5000 


Hi8 VIDEO CAMCORDER 


But there’s more to the ES5000 
than just what meets the eye. Consider 
its many other sophisticated features. 
Like a powerful 20x Optical/40x Digital 
Zoom, Canon’s renowned Optical 
Image Stabilization system, a Super- 
High Resolution 180,000-pixel Color 
Viewfinder, and a high-quality Hi8 for- 
mat for truly professional results. Add to 
all that its sleek, ergonomic metallic 
design and you begin to see why the 
super-compact ES5000 is the biggest 
news in camcorders today. 

For more information on the ES5000, 
simply call us at 1-800-OK-CANON. 
We're sure you'll find it to be an eye- 


opening experience. 


Canon 








| A Resolution 
JVC You Can Keep. 


The clearest picture, the best available sound, professional- 
style editing and dozens of features to speed up and simplify 
video operations. That's a lot to expect from any VCR, yet 
here it is. JVC's top-of-the-line HR-S7200 
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entertainment package. 
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clarity. Expressive colors and sharp contours are 
made possible by Digital Live Circuitry, the latest picture 
improvement technology that challenges the performance of 
even professional VCRs. This high performance lets you 
record high-quality satellite and cable programs* while 
maintaining their original quality. Super VHS also keeps its 
high resolution after editing, and lives up to your highest 
expectations when viewed on the latest high-resolution 
large-screen TVs. And to maximize the impact of your home 
theater experience, there’s Hi-Fi VHS Stereo sound. All this, 
plus accelerated tape transport, easy-to-use editing utilities, 
unified remote control capabilities, and much more. 


The HR-S7200 is waiting for you at your nearest JVC dealer. 
All you have to do is decide that you want the best there is. 
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“When connected to external DSS™ Digital Satellite System or cable system. 
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The Shootist 





THE NEW DIGITAL VIDEO (DV) FORMAT, THE FIRST 


823 


digital videocassette format for consumers, is clearly 
the biggest thing to happen to camcorders in several 


years. DV promises to supersede both Hi8 and 
Super-VHS as the format of choice for semi-pro low-budget 
video production, and well-heeled videographers who want to 
take amazingly sharp videos with incredibly accurate colors need 


look nowhere else. The format has also benefitted from an 


unusual degree of cooperation be- 
tween Panasonic and Sony, who’ve 
set aside a decade of competition in 
the 8mm and VHS-C arenas to si- 
multaneously bring out the first DV 
camcorders. The PV-DV1000 is 
Panasonic’s first (and, so far, only) 
consumer DV camcorder, and, like 
the Sony DCR-VX1000 [“VIDEO 
Test,” November 1995], it provides a 
thrilling introduction to the format. 
Like professional video cameras, 
the PV-DV1000 ($4,200) has three 
separate image-sensor chips for cap- 
turing red, green, and blue light. Un- 
like pro models, however, the 
DV1000 weighs just under 2.75 
pounds fully loaded with a battery 
and tape. This makes the cam very 
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suitable for everyday use as well as 
travel applications. 

The DV1000 is a beautiful device. 
Its all-black finish and round, tubular 
shape are reminiscent of the fancy 
Super-8 and 16mm amateur film 
cameras of the 50s and ’60s, with a 
touch of nightscope and bazooka 
mixed in. The viewfinder is the most 
distinctive design element: It’s a big 
tube, as wide as the lens, that tilts up 
to an angle of 90 degrees and incor- 
porates a magnifying lens and rubber 
eyecup. When tilted all the way 
down, the finder is in-line with the 
lens, making the camcorder very in- 
tuitive to point. The finder employs a 
bright color LCD screen with 
180,000-pixel resolution—that’s 
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Panasonic’s 
PV-DV1000 
DV camcorder 





enough resolution to ace manual fo- 
cusing. 

Tapes are loaded from inside a 
sealed compartment that’s located on 
the cam’s right: You pop open one 
panel, which reveals the menu, tape- 
transport, and editing buttons, then 
slide a lever to pop open a larger 
cover, which exposes the eject but- 
ton. The same compartment holds the 
lithium-ion battery. The other side of 
the cam holds the manual-override 
controls and a small LCD status 
screen that shows time-code num- 
bers, manual settings, and audio- 
recording choices. 

The DV1000 has an unusual pow- 
er-up scheme: Panasonic has aban- 
doned the common three-position 
CAMERA-OFF-VCR power switch. 
Here, the switch that we’ve come to 
think of as the standby switch—the 
lever surrounding the run/pause but- 
ton—is the power switch. The cam 
always powers up in the CAMERA 
mode. To go into VCR mode, you 
have to press a button on top of the 
camcorder; tiny lights indicate the 
selected mode. Confusion over this 
arrangement could lead some users to 


83 























accidentally erase a tape or two. 

The optical range of the zoom lens is 
10X, the same figure that Sony’s DCR- 
VX1000 offers. Digital electronics ex- 
tend the range to 20x, but resolution 
suffers noticeably when you’ve zoomed 
all the way in, especially when you’re 
watching a tape on a big-screen TV. 
The power zoom operates at just two 
speeds, taking about 11 or 5 seconds, 
respectively, to sweep from full wide 
angle to full telephoto (optical range 
only). The TURBO-ZOOM mode takes 
about 1.5 seconds to go to the most ex- 
treme zoom setting in either direction, 
but you can only use it when the tape is 
paused. 

The manual-focus ring is located 
around the lens, and it’s very intuitive 
to use, with smooth results. The 6—60- 
mm lens has an f1.6 speed rating and a 
60-mm filter-thread diameter. The lens 
comes with a detachable protective fil- 
ter that’s attached to a rubber anti-flare 
lens hood. 

The manual iris override is adjusted 
by a knob located below the lens in the 
cam’s front-left corner. A button in its 
center selects between iris and high- 
speed shutter adjustments, both of 
which get displayed in the viewfinder. 
In manual-iris mode, the display shows 
degree of adjustment instead of ab- 
solute f-stop numbers, from f—6 to f+6 
calibrated in one-stop increments. You 
can see absolute f-stop readings, how- 
ever, if you use the excellent auto-ex- 
posure lock button, which can be ac- 
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cessed by popping open a tiny panel 
that’s located along the cam’s left side. 
This feature makes it easy to zoom in 
on someone’s face, lock the exposure, 
and then zoom out for proper fram- 
ing—a kind of semi-automatic com- 
pensation for backlight or spotlight ex- 
posure situations. Three other buttons 
in this compartment activate manual 
focus, boost video gain (by up to 12 
dB), and select white balance; an ex- 
cellent manual setting performs both 


black- and white-balance adjustments. — 


Recorded images had excellent pic- 
ture quality. Technical editor Lance 
Braithwaite measured 480 lines of hor- 
izontal resolution on playback (and 
400 lines in the viewfinder). Image 
quality was striking, with loads of de- 
tail. And there was an incredible stabil- 
ity to recorded images; the picture ap- 
peared rock solid. Subjects with 
vertical edges, such as poles and build- 
ings, appeared perfectly straight, with 
none of the jaggedness that shows up 
in other formats. 

As always, image quality falls off as 
you start dialing in special effects. 
Widescreen recording is a good exam- 
ple: Videos taken with this function, 
which is accessed via a slide switch 
that’s located below the viewfinder, 
looked really impressive when first 
viewed on a widescreen set, but when 
you look close you’ll notice that reso- 
lution suffers. A quick test with a stan- 
dard resolution chart revealed that ver- 
tical resolution dropped from about 


scale 











330 to 250 lines in this mode. 

The Electronic Image Stabilizer 
(EIS) also reduces picture detail; I 
measured a vertical resolution of about 
300 lines and a horizontal resolution of 
about 380 lines when it was engaged. 
When I combined EIS and the wide- 
screen mode, I measured just 200 lines 
of vertical resolution and 250 lines of 
horizontal resolution. 

The culprits are the image sensors, 
whose combined resolution is barely 
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BY THE NUMBERS 


Measurements by Berger—Braithwaite Labs 


Horizontal resolution: camera, 500 lines; 
EVF, 400 lines; VCR, 480 lines 

Camera S/N (at analog video output): 
49.7 dB 

Playback picture S/N (at analog 
outputs): unweighted luminance, 58.2 dB; 
weighted luminance, 62 dB; unweighted 
video, 58.2 dB; weighted video, 69.5 dB; 
chroma AM, 64.4 dB; chroma PM, 60.1 dB 

Minimum illumination: 10.6 lux for 50 IRE; 
5 lux for 30 IRE 

Audio frequency response: 12-bit, 30— 
15,000 Hz +0, —3 dB; 16-bit, 20-20,000 
Hz +0, -1 dB 

Audio dynamic range: 12-bit, 73.8 dB; 
16-bit, >90 dB 

Audio THD plus noise: 12-bit, 0.4%; 16- 
bit, 0.2% 


enough to satisfy the data-thirsty needs 
of the DV format [for more on DV’s 
inner workings, see “DV Nation,” No- 
vember 1995]. Each of the three sen- 
sors has 270,000 pixels, and the resul- 
tant “pure-camera” horizontal reso- 
lution (without recording or playing 
back) measured 500 lines, which is ex- 
actly what the DV format is capable of 
capturing on tape. The sensors are fine 
for straight recording, but start using 
just a subset of the picture—for letter- 
boxed (widescreen) images, image sta- 
bilization, or digital zooming—and 
picture quality falls below the format’s 
impressive specs. 

Our measurements also revealed that 
the DV1000’s image-processing cir- 
cuitry creates video noise. While we 
wouldn’t object to its degree if the cam 
was an analog model, it’s a quality- 
limiting factor in a digital system. 
Lance measured a 10-dB falloff in the 
luminance S/N when he compared low- 
level tapes recorded by the DV1000 
and Sony’s DCR-VX1000. Note that 
we were able to actually see this differ- 
ence only when shooting in low light. 








Still and slow-motion playback were 
rock-steady and totally free of jitter, but 
the picture appeared to be just a field 
and not a frame, so vertical resolution 
was reduced. The FRAME RECORD 
mode gets around this problem, but the 
picture still appeared jittery at normal 
playback speed. The PHOTO MODE, in 
which a still frame occupies 6. seconds 
of playback time, worked as adver- 
tised. Fast searching, as with Sony’s 
DCR-VX1000, exhibited block-like 
digital motion artifacts; fast-forward 
and rewind times for a 60-minute tape 
were just over | minute each. 

The battery lasted about an hour with 
normal use. It can be recharged within 
the cam by hooking up the power-adap- 
tor cord. An LED meter on the adaptor 
indicates charge progress; it takes 
about 80 minutes to suck in a full 
charge. An innovative power-save 
function automatically turns off the 
finder, zoom, and autofocus whenever 
the cam is pointing down. 

The DV1000’s built-in audio record- 
ing and dubbing capabilities are excel- 
lent, and should turn the head of any- 
one who wants to make music videos. 
The cam offers nearly all of the audio 
flexibility that the DV format provides: 
You can switch between CD-quality 
16-bit stereo recording (with 44.1-kHz 
sampling) or four channels of slightly 
lower quality 12-bit recording (with 
32-kHz sampling). Sony’s first DV 
cams don’t offer the 16-bit mode. 

Our tests confirm that the 12-bit 
mode limits frequency response to 
about 15,000 Hz at the high end, but 
your compensation is the ability to add, 
via the audio-dub feature, such things 
as music, narration, and sound effects 
to previously recorded tapes—without 
recording over the two original tracks 
captured on the scene. If you don’t in- 
tend to add more audio later, stick with 
the excellent 16-bit mode. 

The PLAYBACK menu lets you listen 
to either pair of 12-bit stereo tracks by 
themselves or you can mix them to- 
gether. You can also monitor just the 
left or right channel from each pair. 
Two notable audio-related omissions: a 
manual level-control override, and a 
headphone level control. 

In any case, the DV1000’s built-in 
audio recording and editing capabili- 
ties put this cam in a category by itself. 
Its ability to record a high-quality 16- 


bit soundtrack essentially places it on a 
par with a digital-audio-tape (DAT) 
recorder, though its microphone mini- 
jack and audio-preamp circuitry weak- 
en the chain somewhat. But the ability 
to perform glitch-free in-camera video- 
insert edits while monitoring 16-bit 
sound makes the DV1000 the one and 
only camcorder for videographers who 
need truly high-quality audio in their 
productions. 

Connections include a standard set of 
line-level A/V outputs and an S-Video 
output via an adaptor cable; a flat ra- 
zor-blade-size 36-pin connector slips 
into a slot in the cam’s back. Unlike 
Sony’s DV cams, the DV1000 doesn’t 
provide digital audio connections, nor 
are there line-level A/V inputs or a digi- 
tal video input and output. This is per- 
haps the DV1000’s biggest weakness 
compared with Sony’s VX1000: Be- 
cause DV recordings are digital, they 
can theoretically be copied over and 
over with no degradation, making the 
format perfect for editing. But the 
DV1000’s lack of a connector for digi- 
tal dubbing prevents you from making 
digital copies. (That 36-pin connector 
may allow digital dubbing, among oth- 
er things, in the future.) On the other 
hand, the absence of DV-format VCRs 
makes the editing capabilities built into 
a DV cam of paramount importance— 
and that’s where the DV1000 excels. 

If you can live with the cam’s analog- 
output jacks as part of your editing sys- 
tem, then you can hook the cam up to 
an existing edit controller via the five- 
pin, mini-DIN “System E” edit-control 
interface, which is located on the back 
of the camcorder. With this hookup, 
you get the benefits of time code and 
automated insert editing from the mi- 
crophone jack and camera. 


PANASONIC HAS A WINNER IN THE PV- 
DV1000. For starters, the format has a 
higher horizontal resolution and better 
S/N than any other camcorder format. 
And, despite its steep price, this cam 
still represents an excellent value. 
When making comparisons to Sony’s 
DCR-VX1000, it’s up to you to deter- 
mine which features you really need; 
for the record, I love this cam’s 
audio/video editing capabilities. In any 
case, one thing’s certain: The DV1000 
offers pro-grade quality and features at 
a semi-pro price. | 
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The latest and greatest on tape and disc 


CRIMSON TIDE 

N THE $100-MILLION BLOCKBUSTER 

Crimson Tide, the men onboard the 
nuclear submarine the USS Alabama 
sweat bullets and, occasionally, blood 
as their captain (Gene Hackman) and 
executive officer (Denzel Washington) 
square off over whether to launch their 
missiles against renegade Russians led 
by a loose cannon clearly patterned af- 
ter Vladimir Zhirinovsky. Damn the 
p.c. mongers—it’s full testosterone 
ahead in Tide (Hollywood/Image; VHS, 
priced for rental, CLV disc, $45), a riv- 
eting Cold War drama that isn’t chilled 
by its curious timing. 

Like Slim Pickens’ bomber in Dr. 
Strangelove, the Alabama has been or- 
dered to strike in response to satellite- 
confirmed news that the Russian rebels 
are readying their own nukes. Then a 
second order is received—but it’s cut 
off mid-message as the sub loses radio 
contact! The quandary: Do they launch 
their missiles as initially ordered, or 
wait until radio contact can be re-estab- 
lished and the second order is received 
... and risk annihilation? 

The debate is strung out as the officers 


In the web: Tide’s Washington, Hackman 


and their factions bark commands at 
each other, slam clips into pistols, stage 
mutinies, and in general clamber furi- 
ously on steel deck grating while direc- 
tor Tony Scott and his camera race to 
catch up with it all. There’s a nice cat- 
and-mouse sequence with a Russian sub 
(though The Hunt for Red October cov- 
ered similar ground to better effect). 
Crimson Tide really is an actor’s 
movie—just count the closeups—and 
Washington and Hackman have no trou- 
ble submerging any thoughts that you’ve 
seen it all before. © —Andy Wickstrom 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 
ROWNUPS SECRETLY WISH THERE 
Gia; was a Santa Claus, so when 
a movie treats the myth of jolly St. 
Nick seriously, it’s sure to be a winner. 
Having the lovable Tim Allen in the 
starring role couldn’t hurt, of course, 
and The Santa Clause (Disney/Image; 
VHS, $23, cLv disc, $30) became last 
year’s $100 million-plus holiday-sea- 
son extravaganza. Now that Santa has 
slid down the home-video chimney, 
watching it should become a regular 
Christmas ritual ‘round the ol’ electron- 
ic hearth. 
As a less-than-perfect divorced dad, 





Scott Calvin (Allen) is thrust into the 
Santa role on Christmas Eve when the 
genuine article injures himself after 
falling from his roof and into a snow 
bank. Scott becomes subject to “the 
clause” by donning Santa’s costume 
and, against his will, magically finish- 
ing the overnight deliveries with his 
wide-eyed son (Eric Lloyd) in tow. 
When another Christmas season ap- 





X-massive: Clause’s Lloyd, Allen 


proaches, Scott packs on weight, grows 
a new beard every night, and gradually 
comes to accept his fate. Santa cleverly 
answers age-old questions like how 
Santa can make all his rounds in just 
one night and how he gets into homes 
that lack chimneys. For kids, it offers a 
fantastic North Pole toy factory and the 
sight of flying elves, but there’s enough 
honest warmth and sprightly humor to 
bring a twinkle to grownup eyes—even 
without the spiked eggnog. —AW 


KISS OF DEATH 

ANS OF TV’S NYPD BLUE WERE IN- 
| ee when carrot-topped David 
Caruso left the show last fall to pursue a 
movie career. And while Kiss of Death, 
Caruso’s first post-Blue feature, may 
not introduce us to the next Brando, it 
shows that he’s got good taste. 

Director Barbet Schroeder (Reversal 
of Fortune, Single White Female) takes 
a brooding look into New York’s small- 
time criminal underworld in Death 
(FoxVideo/Image; VHS, priced for 
rental, CLV disc, $40), and the film re- 
mains atmospheric and unpredictable 
to the bitter end. It tells the story of an 
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Lip service: Caruso and Cage in Death 


ex-con (Caruso) who agrees to help his 
cousin (Michael Rappaport) out on one 
last job, only to be caught, sent to 
prison, and later forced to finger an up- 
and-coming crime boss, Big Junior (a 
way-pumped Nicholas Cage). And it 
doesn’t matter one whit that we’ve seen 
Cage do this psycho shtick before; you 
simply can’t take your eyes off the guy 
for a second. Credit also goes to 
screenwriter and novelist extraordi- 
naire Richard Price (The Color of Mon- 
ey, Clockers), who clearly has the 
criminal mind down cold. Consider 
Kiss of Death a classic Saturday night 
rental. —Ken Korman 


FRENCH KISS 
ela FROM THE EARNEST- 
ness that hobbled his Grand 
Canyon and Wyatt Earp, filmmaker 
Lawrence Kasdan takes a stab at di- 
recting French Kiss (FoxVideo/Image; 
VHS, priced for rental, CLV disc, $40), 
a romantic comedy with a continental 
twist. It’s a satisfying souffle. 

Great characterizations by Meg 
Ryan as Kate, an all-American pixie, 
and Kevin Kline as Luc, a Gallic con 
man, are crucial to overcoming the 
story’s sitcom-like premise: Kate’s fi- 
ancé, staying in Paris for a conference, 
is seduced by a French nymphet. Kate 
then flies overseas to win him back, 
only to cross paths with Luc, who uses 
her purse to smuggle stolen gems, 
which in turn vanish. They all end up 


French twist: Ryan and Kline 
click in French Kiss 


in Cannes, where—oh, you get the 
picture. The resolution may not sur- 
prise, but you’ll be charmed to pieces 
by the stars and the script’s barbs 
about impossible Americans, intolera- 
ble Frenchmen, and the battle of the 
sexes. Needless to say, the best scenes 
thrive on the sassy repartee between 
Ryan and Kline. With both actors do- 
ing such wonderful reaction takes, it’s 
too bad the VHS version’s cropping 
cuts some killer two-shots in half. In 
this case, it’s the 2.35:1 laserdisc that 
wins the full Kiss of approval. ——-AW 


CLERKS 

T’S JUST ANOTHER DAY IN THE LIFE 
i at Quick Stop Groceries in Leonardo, 
New Jersey, but writer/director/ac- 
tor Kevin Smith makes sure that the ti- 
tle characters in Clerks (Miramax/Im- 
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age; VHS, priced for rental, CLv disc, 
$40) are pithier than anyone you’ve ever 
been rung up by down at the local mini 
mart. Completed on just a $27,575 bud- 
get and a 21-day shoot, Smith’s black- 
and-white slice of dead-end life cap- 
tured awards at both Sundance and 
Cannes. His immediate reward: direct- 
ing Mallrats, which stars noted bad girl 
Shannen Doherty. (Ah, Hollywood.) 
Clerks follows the Saturday doldrums 
faced by Dante, the goateed counter 
jockey, and his buddy Randal, who 
mans the video store next door—at least 
when he hasn’t locked up and come 
over to bug Dante, that is. Randal’s phi- 
losophy: “This job would be great if it 
wasn’t for the ----ing customers.” (We 
soon learn that the feeling is mutual.) 
The 1.85:1 LD offers a number of 
swell extras, including goofy sec- 
ondary audio-track commentary by 
Smith and 25 minutes of supplemental 
scenes, including the film’s original 
ending, which (wisely) was cut in its 
entirety. Though Dante ultimately con- 
cludes that “life is a series of down 
endings,” Clerks will leave you on a 
positive note. —Mike Mettler 


THE BASKETBALL DIARIES 
F BRILLIANT 20-YEAR-OLD LEONARDO 
DiCaprio ever appears in a movie 

that’s half as good as he is, consider 

him a shoe-in for a much-deserved 

Academy Award. With a little more 

work, The Basketball Diaries (Poly- 

gram; VHS, priced for rental, CLV disc, 
$35) could have been his ticket to Os- 
carville. The book on which it’s 
based—Jim Carroll’s impressionistic 
autobiography—remains essential 
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reading for anyone with an attraction to 
New York’s seamy underside (count 
Newt Gingrich out), and DiCaprio is 
perfect for the lead role of the troubled, 
street-savvy anti-hero. But where Car- 
roll’s tome is concerned with time, 
place, and feel, the film heads straight 
for quick-fix music-video territory: Just 
when you think you’re about to be im- 
mersed in some real depth or drama, 
the music swells and Carroll’s gang is 
suddenly playing basketball in a torren- 
tial rainstorm. Diaries’ biggest revela- 
tion: Mark Wahlberg, formerly known 
as rapper and underwear model Marky 
Mark, actually passes muster as one of 
Carroll’s cronies. —KK 


THE BABYSITTER 

1995. Alicia Silverstone, J.T. Walsh, Jeremy 
London; dir. Guy Ferland. Suburbanite 
adults pursue teenage babysitter Silver- 
stone, with devastating consequences. 
Stereo. (R) 90 min. VHS priced for rental. LD 
letterboxed (1.85:1) $35. Republic/Image. 


BAD BOYS 
1995. Will Smith, Martin Lawrence, Téa 
Leoni; dir. Michael Bay. A streetwise Lethal 
Weapon for the latter half of the 90s, with 
the stars appealingly playing against type. 
Dolby Surround. (R) 119 min. VHS 
priced for rental. LD letterboxed 
(1.85:1) $35. Columbia TriStar/Image. 


DOLORES CLAIBORNE 

1995. Kathy Bates, Jennifer Jason 
Leigh; dir. Taylor Hackford. Bates has 
never been scarier than as an ordinary 
mother trying to protect her daughter 
(Jason Leigh) from the secrets of their 
shared past. Based on the Stephen 
King bestseller. Dolby Surround. (R) 
131 min. VHS priced for rental. LD let- 
terboxed (1.85:1) $35. Columbia Tri- 
Star/Image. 


DO THE RIGHT THING 

1989. Spike Lee, Danny Aiello, Rosie 
Perez, Giancarlo Esposito, Ossie Davis, 
John Turturro; dir. Spike Lee. The Criterion 
Collection does right by Lee’s brilliant and 
debate-provoking film with a new digital 
transfer, audio commentaries, rehearsal and 
production footage, stills, a making-of docu- 
mentary, and rapper Chuck D discussing the 
film's pivotal song, Public Enemy's “Fight the 
Power.” Dolby Surround. (R) 120 min. LD 
letterboxed (1.85:1) $100. The Criterion Col- 
lection/Image. 


FREE WILLY 2: THE ADVENTURE HOME 

1995. Jason James Richter, Michael Mad- 
sen; dir. Dwight Little. An oil spill threatens 
to turn the lovable killer whale into slick 


THE PEREZ FAMILY 

FTER SPENDING 20 YEARS IN A 

Cuban prison, farmer Juan Perez 
(Alfred Molina) is sent to Florida as 
part of the Mariel boatlift of 1979-80. 
But when he arrives, he’s too embar- 
rassed to join his wife (Anjelica Hus- 
ton), who has waited patiently for his 
return. Instead, he becomes part of a 
surrogate family assembled by a starry- 
eyed laborer (Marisa Tomei). Whatever 
director Mira Nair wants to say about 
the travails of the Marielistos and the 
melting pot of South Florida in The 
Perez Family (Hallmark/Image; VHS, 
priced for rental, CLV disc, $40) gets 
lost in a story that tries to follow too 


NOW IN STORES 


Willy. Dolby AC-3 Surround. (PG) 98 min. 
VHS priced for rental. LD letterboxed 
(2.35:1) $35. Warner. 


JURY DUTY 

1995. Pauly Shore, Tia Carrere; dir. John 
Fortenberry. A slacker juror in need of food, 
shelter, and the $5-a-day stipend votes a no- 
torious killer “not guilty” in order to prolong 
the trial and stay sequestered with Wayne's 
World’s Carrere. Dolby Surround. (R) 88 
min. VHS priced for rental. LD (1.85:1) $35. 
Columbia TriStar/Image. 





Mad about Drew: Mad Love’s O’Donnell, Barrymore 


MAD LOVE 

1995. Drew Barrymore, Chris O'Donnell; dir. 
Antonia Bird. A new twist on the traditional 
kids-in-love-and-on-the-lam movie, as a free 
bird (Barrymore) turns out to be a bit cuck- 
00. Dolby Digital Stereo. (PG-13) 96 min. 
VHS priced for rental. LD letterboxed 
(1.85:1) $40. Touchstone/Image. 


NINA TAKES A LOVER 

1995. Laura San Giacomo, Paul Rhys, 
Michael O'Keefe; dir. Alan Jacobs. An Amer- 
ican wife learns what French women have 
always known: Monogamy is not always the 
best policy. Ultra Stereo. (R) 100 min. VHS 


many characters with too little continu- 
ity. And it doesn’t help that none of the 
leading players are even remotely 
Cuban—especially Tomei, whose ridicu- 
lous accent makes Kevin Costner sound 
like Sir John Gielgud. —M. Faust 


VANYA ON 42ND STREET 
= ARLIER THIS DECADE, ANDRE GREG- 
ory presented an intimate staging of 
Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya on Broadway, 
with characters dressed in street 
clothes, no sets to speak of, and mini- 
mal props. In the film version, which 
has been retitled Vanya on 42nd Street 
(Columbia TriStar/Image; VHS, priced 
for rental, CLV discs, $40), director 


priced for rental. LD letterboxed (1.85:1) 
$35. Columbia Tristar/Image. 


THE OLD DARK HOUSE 

1932. B&W. Melvyn Douglas, Boris Karloff, 
Charles Laughton, Raymond Massey; dir. 
James Whale. The original house-of-horror 
classic, filled with macabre humor and won- 
derfully eccentric characters. The laserdisc 
edition includes audio commentaries, a fil- 
mography, and stills. Mono. (NR) 71 
min. VHS $25, full-frame CAV LD, $40. Kino/ 
Image. 


THE ROCKY HORROR 

PICTURE SHOW 
20TH-ANNIVERSARY 

SPECIAL EDITION 

1974. Tim Curry, Susan Sarandon, Bar- 
ry Bostwick, Meat Loaf, Little Nell; dir. 
Jim Sharman. Let's do the time warp 
again! This THX-approved widescreen 
transfer of one of the first interactive 
drag musicals includes an audience- 
participation audio track, restored 
scenes, singalong sections, a documen- 
tary, a 24-karat-gold soundtrack CD, 
and a book. Toast not included. Stereo. 
(R) 98 min. LD letterboxed (1.85:1) 
$125. Twentieth Century Fox/Image. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE 

1972. Michael Sacks, Sharon Gans; dir. 
George Roy Hill. Time slips both forward and 
back for novelist Kurt Vonnegut's timid hero 
Billy Pilgrim. With a Bach score performed 
by Glenn Gould. Mono. 104 min. LD letter- 
boxed (1.85:1) $35. MCA/Universal/Image. 


SWIMMING WITH SHARKS 

1995. Frank Whaley, Kevin Spacey; dir. 
George Huang. A corporate newcomer tries 
to please his demanding boss until he real- 
izes that giving his all to the job includes his 
girlfriend. Dolby Surround. (R) 93 min. VHS 
priced for rental. LD letterboxed (1.85:1) 
$35. Pioneer/Vidmark. — Josef Krebs 
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LABELS FOR LESS 

SOMETIMES THE SEXES JUST SHOULDN’T 
mix. Take Paramount's Double Cross, 
Dead on Sight, and Fugitive Among Us 
($15 each), in which men attack women 
and women plunge men into webs of se- 
duction and murder. Other studios have 
seen the wisdom of keeping the boys and 
the girls apart. Columbia TriStar offers 
Judy Holliday in The Solid Gold Cadillac, 
Anne Bancroft in The Pumpkin Eater, and 
Joan Crawford as Queen Bee ($20 each). 
MCA/Universal, which briefly takes the 
high road with the Susan Sarandon- 
Winona Ryder showcase Little Women 
($20), feels that guys should hang out with 
sharks in Jaws: Collector’s Edition, that 
Van Damme is better just taking on tarmac 
in Street Fighter ($20 each), that peace is 
hell by sending Fonda, Heston, Coburn, 
Mitchum, and Wagner off to fight the battle 





Jaws’ Dreyfuss, Scheider 


of Midway, and that Hudson, Peppard, 
and a bunch of buddies are the best bet 
for taking Tobruk ($15 each). Warner, 
meanwhile, sends the boys out for a drink 
in Interview With the Vampire, but they still 
all end up as Grumpy Old Men ($15 
each). Perhaps the best philosophies of 
the lot come from Hallmark; boys will be 
boys in The Loneliness of the Long Dis- 
tance Runner ($15), and girls will be girls 
in Desert Hearts ($30). But Buena Vista 
hastens to point out that when it all comes 
right down to it, we’re all just Mother’s 
Boys ($20) and girls. —JK 


Louis Malle (who collaborated with 
Gregory and Wallace Shawn on 1981’s 
sublime My Dinner With André) has sen- 
sitively preserved the production’s close- 
knit feel. There’s no barrier between you 
and the lost hopes and opportunities of 
Chekhov’s melancholy characters; in 
fact, Chekhov has never seemed more 
universal. Shawn is somewhat miscast in 
the title role, but Julianne Moore and 
Brooke Smith are absolutely radiant, and 
Gregory’s hand-picked cast exceeds the 
sum of its parts. The LD is properly let- 
terboxed at 1.85:1, with intelligent side 
breaks and generous chapter stops, 
though the colors do come across as a bit 
drab. —Sol Louis Siegel 
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DESTINY TURNS ON THE RADIO 
UENTIN TARANTINO-MANIA IS PROB- 
Q:, the only thing that got this 
trifle into movie theaters, where it died 
a quick death. Though prominently fea- 
tured in the film’s ad campaign, Taran- 
tino merely pops in and out of Destiny 
Turns on the Radio (HBO/Pioneer; 
VHS, priced for rental, CLV disc, $40). 
He plays the malevolent spirit of Las 
Vegas, who—well, it’s really more 
trouble to explain than it’s worth. Suf- 
fice it to say that the movie revolves 
around the efforts of a bank robber (Dy- 
lan McDermott) to regain both the loot 
and the girlfriend (Nancy Travis) he 
lost when he was sent to prison. Ulti- 
mately, Destiny will be enjoyed most by 
those who value kitschy style and snap- 
py dialogue more than plotting. A sup- 
porting cast of familiar faces and a 
score that mixes surf-rock guitar with 
Memphis soul grooves keep the film 
from totally dragging—and kudos to 
whoever came up with the character 
name “Vinnie Vidivici.” —MF 


THE CURE 
ANT TO SEE A MOVIE ABOUT A 
kid and his best friend who has 
AIDS? The Cure (MCA/Universal/Im- 
age; VHS, priced for rental, CLV disc, 
$35) didn’t exactly pack them in at the- 
aters, and it’s easy to understand why. 
Most adults who weren’t immediately 
turned off by the subject matter would 
probably rather see fellow adults learn- 
ing to deal with such tragedy, and few 
10-year-olds can handle such a devas- 
tating topic, even with appealing young 
actors like Joseph Mazzello (Jurassic 
Park) and Brad Renfro (The Client) an- 
choring the proceedings. The Cure 
might find its audience on video, how- 
ever, in families who are ready to dis- 
cuss the issues that the movie raises: in- 
tolerance of outsiders, the price of 
ignorance, the fear of disease, delin- 
quent parents, and simple mortality. 
Mazzello and Renfro are a modern 
Tom and Huck as they set off on a raft 
down the mighty Mississippi River, 
heading toward a miracle AIDS cure in 
New Orleans they read about in a su- 
permarket tabloid. Predictably, they 
never reach New Orleans and (this is 
hardly a giveaway) Mazzello eventually 
dies in a hospital, but The Cure con- 
vinces us that his attempt at living, and 
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his great friendship with Renfro, was 
well worth the effort. Director Peter 
Horton (thirtysomething) pushes plenty 
of hot buttons to make easy emotional 
points, and there’s a clunker of a death 
scene, but thankfully the film’s excesses 
don’t overwhelm its noble goals and 
genteel spirit. —AW 


O NEIL YOUNG & CRAZY HORSE 
The Complex Sessions 

O HUMAN HIGHWAY 
OCKER NEIL YOUNG HAS ALWAYS 
> See himself as a series of 
contradictions. Is he a folkie, a head- 
banger, a techno-nerd, a revisionist, or 
a revolutionary? With Young, it’s usual- 
ly a smattering of all of the above, and 
two recent home-video offerings show 
him putting a number of these traits on 
display, both good and bad. Neil Young 
& Crazy Horse: The Complex Sessions 
(Lumivision/Warner/Reprise; VHS, 
$20, CAV disc, $30) showcases Neil and 
longtime sidekicks Crazy Horse as they 
hammer out four tunes from his plat- 
inum-selling 1994 album Sleeps With 
Angels. Smartly directed by Jonathan 
Demme, Complex boils 10 straight 
hours of live performance shot in a Los 
Angeles recording studio last October 

down to a taut 30 minutes. 
Unfortunately, there’s no getting 
around the fact that Human Highway 
(Warner/Reprise; VHS, $20, CLv disc, 
$30), one of Young’s longtime pet pro- 





Glass act: The Cure’s Renfro, Mazzello 








jects, is an unmitigated disaster. Co-di- 
rected by Young (under the name 
Bernard Shakey) and actor Dean Stock- 
well, Highway is an off-kilter cautionary 
tale about the dangers of nuclear war 
and was quickly pulled from theaters 
when it debuted in 1983. A few musical 
moments are noteworthy, though: new- 
wavers Devo perform the catchy “Wor- 


THX-approved, AC-3 encoded, 1.85:1 
all-cav package ($100) is well worth 
the wait. Most of Disney’s LD sets are 
saddled with items like hardback books 
or music CDs, which are usually avail- 
able separately and don’t fit all that 
gracefully in LD-sized packaging. The 
Lion King Collector’s Edition skips the 
padding. Instead, we get three full sides 
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of interactive supplements that smooth- 
ly integrate animation, still-frame 
graphics, text, interview footage, a pre- 
existing studio documentary, and a 
print portfolio of concept-art litho- 
graphs. Most remarkably, this set’s al- 
ternate audio track has the first full- 
length director’s commentary allowed 
for an animated Disney film. Directors 





ried Man” while decked out in glowing ES eee ae eee 
jumpsuits, and, in a dream sequence, 
; Young teams with them for a raucous 
techno-jam on “Hey Hey, My My,” 
which sounds like it’s being sung on he- 
lium. “Shakey” is quoted as saying, “Ei- 
ther you get it or you don’t.” It’s a safe 
bet that most people will fall into the 
latter category. —MM 








FIRST WORKS 

IRST WORKS (RHINO; VHS ONLY, $40 
7 each), a two-volume collection con- 
sisting of a series of 20-minute conver- 
sations with a number of America’s 
leading film directors, demonstrates 
that the giants of contemporary cine- 
ma—including Martin Scorsese, Spike 
Lee, Oliver Stone, Roger Corman, Ron 
Howard, and seven others—started 
small and are just as human as the rest 
of us. Besides this news (which bud- 
ding directors especially should find 
encouraging), the interviews lend in- 
sight into where the artists came from 
and the experiences that helped form 
their style. It also allows them to pass 
on some sage advice. Even more re- 
vealing are the student films—includ- 
ing John Milius’ Marcello, I’m So 
Bored, a really bad La Dolce Vita pas- 
tiche, and Scorsese’s brilliantly inven- 
tive Murray It’s You—that are segued 
with the interviews; some are shown in 
their entirety. And it’s most interesting 
to see that even during his days as a fa- 
vored Scorsese pupil, Oliver Stone was 
already developing that heavy-handed 

style we’ve come to know so well. 
—JK 
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In its pursuit of per- 
fection, specialty 
audio has estab- 
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“Incomparable detail 
and resolution.” 


Now your home theater system can meet these standards. A VANDERSTEEN 
phase-correct home theater system creates a coherent and expansive sound-field 
with exceptional detail and superior dialog intelligibility. You will hear 
why “boxless” is definitely better as the system's incredible realism heightens 
your emotional involvement in your films. 


For almost 20 years, VANDERSTEEN AUDIO has built affordable loudspeakers true 
to both science and music. If you are looking for a system that convincingly 
reproduces every nuance of a film as easily as it conveys the essence of music, 
we can direct you to your nearest carefully selected VANDERSTEEN dealer. 


DIMENSIONAL PURITY = \/ANIIDERSTEEN AUD 


Please write or call for a brochure 116 West ae St, Hanford, CA 93230 ; 
and the name of your nearest dealer. (209) 582-0324 
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THE LION KING 
COLLECTOR’S EDITION 
F PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE, THEN LASER- 
disc fans must be ready for saint- 
hood. It took a full year for The Lion 
King, Disney’s all-time animated box- 
office champ, to make its way from 
cassette to a special-edition laserdisc 
box set. But this beautiful four-disc, 
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Rob Minkoff and Roger Allers and pro- 
ducer Don Hahn gleefully trace the 
film’s evolution and point out details 
only visible on the disc version. Even 
the side breaks are so carefully planned 
that you'll barely notice them. After 
years of near-misses, Disney has finally 
perfected the special-edition LD set. 
—KK 


STAR! 

NOWN MAINLY FOR ITS COLOSSAL 

box-office failure when it was first 
released in 1968 and its subsequent 
butchering in the editing room as 20th 
Century Fox tried in vain to recoup a 
huge investment, Star! (Fox Video; 
CLV/CAV discs, $80) finally gets its due 
in this gorgeous 2.2:1 widescreen 
laserdisc edition, transferred from the 
original 65MM Todd-AO negative. Fif- 
teen show-stopping musical numbers 
highlight director Robert Wise’s 3-hour 
epic, which tells the true story of 
Gertrude Lawrence, the toast of musical 
theater in the ’20s and °30s. It’s a tour- 
de-force for star Julie Andrews, who 
spent a full year making the movie and 
who delivers the performance of her 
life. Aside from restoring the film to its 
full glory, the discs use the full comple- 
ment of interactive extras to show how 
passionately Wise, Andrews, and com- 
pany still believe in the picture, which 
initially fell victim to bad timing. (The 
late-’60s just wasn’t a good time for 
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Bus stop: Clint Eastwood and Sandra Locke in The Gauntlet 


old-fashioned musicals, and, to make 
matters worse, Barbra Streisand’s Fun- 
ny Girl opened the same day.) Star! 
may lack the depth that made Wise’s 
West Side Story unforgettable, but 
there’s plenty here to enjoy. At least 
modern audiences now have the oppor- 
tunity to judge for themselves. |. —KK 


Oi THE OUTLAW JOSEY WALES 
O PALE RIDER 
O THE GAUNTLET W FIREFOX 


wee WAITING FOR THE WIDE- 
screen version of The Bridges of 


Madison County, Clint Eastwood buffs, 
action fans, and general supporters of 
the LD format can joyously bide their 
time with the release of four essential 
letterboxed editions of ’70s and ’80s 
Eastwood favorites: The Outlaw Josey 
Wales, Pale Rider, The Gauntlet, and 
Firefox (Warner; all CLV/CAV discs). 
These platters, all immaculately 
pressed by Sony, presented in the cor- 
rect 2.35:1 Panavision dimensions, and 
mixed in digital stereo surround, are 
superb examples of the star/director’s 
command of the elongated aspect ratio 
as well as being a diverse selection of 
raucous comedy, fast-paced excitement, 
suspenseful thrills, and topnotch dra- 
ma. Josey Wales (1976; $40) and Pale 
Rider (1985; $40), both previously 
available in the Eastwood Special Col- 
lector’s Edition box set, have never 
been offered as individually scoped 





sets, only as unacceptable pan-and- 
scans. First-time letterboxed evoca- 
tions of The Gauntlet (1977; $35), a 
comedic rollercoaster ride with a fan- 
tastic bus trip, and Firefox (1982; $40), 
a surprisingly somber but heart-stop- 
ping invasion into Cold War espionage 
that predates Tom Clancy-inspired cin- 
ema and combines it with Top Gun-like 
effects, are equally worthy. Your day 
will indeed be made. —Mel Neuhaus 


THE VAL LEWTON COLLECTION 
CROSS BETWEEN ORSON WELLES 
A: Roger Corman, Val Lewton 
headed a B-movie department at RKO 
in the ’40s, and the series of horror 
films he made there holds a special 
place in film history. The nine films 
that compose The Val Lewton Collec- 
tion (Turner/Image; CLV discs, $180) 
give the viewer the opportunity to see 
the remarkable consistency of style and 
storytelling that this producer, working 
with a roster of directors that included 
Jacques Tourneur, Robert Wise and 
Mark Robson, helped create. From the 
outset, Lewton, given complete creative 
freedom but a low budget, produced 
films that are closer to Cocteau’s Beau- 
ty and the Beast than other popular 
scare flicks of the era. Though Tour- 
neur’s Cat People (1942), I Walked 
With a Zombie (1943), and The Leop- 
ard Man (1943) are superior in terms 
of both story and poetic visualization, 
Wise’s Curse of the Cat People (1944) 
and The Body Snatcher (1945), along 
with Robson’s The Seventh Victim 
(1943), Isle of the Dead (1945), The 
Ghost Ship (1943), and Bedlam (1946), 
all share breathtakingly beautiful cine- 
matography and a dreamlike atmos- 
phere. Kudos to Image for collecting 
Lewton’s complete output into one 
high-quality set. Horror has never been 
so beautiful. —JK 


PHANTOM OF THE OPERA/ 
PARANOIAC 

HANTOM OF THE OPERA/PARANOI- 
Pp: (MCA/Universal; CLV/CAV disc, 
$60), a fabulously transferred, LDC- 
pressed pairing of two Hammer Stu- 
dios classics of the early-’60s, is chock 
full of the ghoulishly good stuff that 
horror fanatics’ nightmares are made 
of. Phantom, made during the British 
studio’s peak in 1962, was the compa- 
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“Charges/discharges two batteries $49.00 





ny’s most extravagant production at the 
time; coinciding with Universal’s 50th 
anniversary, this elegant remake of the 
Gaston Leroux novel almost snared the 
title participation of Cary Grant, but the 
bill was handily filled by Herbert Lom 
(best known, perhaps, as the boss In- 
spector Clouseau drove insane in The 
Pink Panther series). It’s the ultimate 
humane take on this oft-filmed tale (and 
certainly the most obvious influence on 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical inter- 
pretation), affording master director 
Terence Fisher his most personal work. 
The faded Eastmancolor on the U.S. 
prints has been gloriously restored to 
eye-popping magnificence; better still, 
the film’s long-censored gore has been 
reinstated. One complaint: Phantom 
was shot in 1.66:1, but it’s presented 
here full-frame. 

Paranoiac (1963) was adapted from 
Josephine Tey’s Brat Farrar and was 
ingeniously revamped with liberal dos- 
es of sex and patented Hammer horror 
to conform with the post-Psycho ’60s. 


One of a series of eerie black-and- 
white mysteries that the studio dubbed 
“mini Hitchcocks,” Paranoiac, luxuri- 
ously composed in coffin-shaped 
2.35:1 HammerScope (and, like Phan- 
tom, complemented by digital mono 
sound), is directed with creepy panache 
by Freddie Francis and acted with 
histrionics by a game cast, particularly 
a scene-gnashing Oliver Reed. —MN 


THROUGH A GLASS, DARKLY 
HERE ARE FIVE CHARACTERS IN 
Through a Glass, Darkly, Ingmar 

Bergman’s 1962 masterpiece. In the 

film’s opening shot, the first character, 

an island, appears as a murky, semi- 
submerged mass. In the second shot, 
the other four make their entrance by 
wading in from the sea. They’re four 
strange beings marooned on a piece of 
land that’s cut off from the rest of the 
world: The writer (Gunnar Bjorn- 
strand) is guilt-ridden for having sacri- 
ficed family obligations in search of 
greatness. His daughter (Harriet An- 


dersson) is enchanting . . . but mentally 
ill. His teenaged son (Lars Passgard) is 
plagued by repressed sexuality. And 
the young woman’s doctor/husband 
(Max Von Sydow) is helpless but fasci- 
nated by her condition. They’re all os- 
tensibly tormented by the daughter’s 
latest schizophrenic episode—and by 
the darker side of human nature. 
Darkly (The Criterion Collection, 
CLV disc, $50) deservedly won a Best 
Foreign Film Oscar, but it also marked 
the start of a new period for Bergman. 
Setting aside the in-your-face symbol- 
ism and dramatic imagery that domi- 
nate his previous works, Bergman 
evinced a thematic starkness and a 
simple style of storytelling that was 
perfectly complemented by his new 
cinematographer, Sven Nykvist. This 
discipline would continue with further 
episodes in what was dubbed “The 
Faith Trilogy” (1962’s Winter Light and 
1963’s The Silence), but Darkly is the 
most satisfying—and startling—of this 
unholy trinity. —JK 
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PB-80/88 12v 2.3AH $35.00 
PB-50 12v 2AH _ $35.00 
Rapid Charger/Discharger 
For any Panasonic Battery 


Can use in house or car. Discharges 
and charges in one automatic cycle, 


$39.00 
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PANASONIC PB50 Orig. PAN 
PANASONIC PB80/88 Orig:PAN........39. 
SONY NP77H 2400 mah.. 

SONY 8mm 1500 mah...... 

CANON 8mm 2000 mah... 


| SHARP BT 70/80 2400 mah 
BH RCA/HITACHI 8 mm 2400 mah...........39. 


RAPID CHARGERS 


CAMCORDER CHARGER/DISCHARGER 


6V, 7.2V, 9.6V runs from 

house or auto. 

1 hr. time for Sony, Canon, 

Panasonic, RCA/Hitachi 

& most other brands 

Charges 1 battery $44 
Charges 2 batteries $69 


NEW External Powerpac+ 


5 to 7 hours of recording time. 


Powerpac+ includes: 
=6volt @ 10 amps 
sealed lead acid battery. 
=Heavy duty pouch and belt. 
=A charger for charging at home 
(optional charging cord for car). 
#An adaptor of your choice. 
=12 volt @ 7 amps $95 


BATTERY TECH, INC. 


28-25 215TH PLACE, BAYSIDE, N.Y. 11360 = FAX:718-631-5117 
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HE ABSENCE OF NINTEN- 
do’s Ultra 64 from the 
holiday-shopping scene 
doesn’t appear to be 
keeping game addicts from 
going hog wild on Sega’s 
ij Saturn or Sony’s PlaySta- 
tion. It may even be spur- 
ring them on: Saturn has 
been selling briskly, and 
Sony reports that 100,000 
PlayStation consoles were 
bought over the first week- 
end of its release. Both com- 
panies say that demand will 
overtake supply when the 
holiday-shopping season 
reaches its high point. 
e Acclaim reports that their 
Street Fighter: The Movie, 
| Myst, and Robotica are the 
| best-selling Saturn titles; 
the company’s initial Play- 
Station releases of both 
NBA Jam: Tournament Edi- 
tion and Street Fighter: The 
| Movie sold out. 
| e The EA Sports division of 
Electronic Arts released 
their first PlayStation pro- 
gram: PGA Tour 96 includes 
3-D renderings of Spy Glass 





















































Hill and the Tournament 
Players Club as well as the 
digitized swings of PGA 
pros like Craig Stadler. 


Copy Rite 


HE UNITED STATES IS 

leading the world in de- 

veloping intellectual- 

property law in the In- 
formation Age. A report 
urging restrictions on the 
digital copying of copyright- 
ed online works was issued 
by a White House task force 
and presented to a meeting 
of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization in 
Geneva, Switzerland. The 
goal is an international “‘dig- 
ital agenda.” 

The report has received a 
thumbs-up from various 
U.S. trade groups, including 
the Software Publishers As- 
sociation, the Interactive 
Digital Software Associa- 
tion, and the Recording In- 
dustry Association of Amer- 
ica. The online community 
isn’t happy with the report, 
however, since it advises 
that online services should 

remain liable for 

copyright infringe- 
ments that involve 
their services. 


Thunder Code 


ICROSOFT GOT EVERY- 
one buzzing (again), 
this time by announc- 
ing that they’d like to 


_ become true entertainment. 





and online program 
[“Fast Forward,’ November 
1995]. Though several calls 
to Microsoft and DSS pro- 
grammer DirecTV were an- 
swered with polite varia- 
tions on “no comment,” the 
computer-software giant is 
clearly working on su 
system from the 
Accessory manu 
coton leaked w 
crosoft has licens d inf 
codes for controlling TVs, 
VCRs, and cable boxes from 
its SoleControl division. 


The Site Report 


HE CHAT MAY NOT AL- 
ways be scintillating, 
and the entertainment 
value is sketchy much 
of the time, but the online 
universe is a motherlode of 
information for couch spuds 
and home-theater buffs. 
Usenet discussion groups, 
which are accessible from 
the Internet and online ser- 
vices such as America On- 
line (AOL), let you chat 
with fellow fans and hobby- 
ists, and they’re 
a terrific re- 
source if you’re 
looking for news 
or sources for 
specific videos. 
DSS and Prime- 
Star subscribers 
should check in- 
to rec.video. 
satellite.dbs, 
while laserdisc 
aficionados will 
1 in alt.vid- 
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word (TV” 
“video” net do: 
ens of groups 
devoted to spe- 
cific TV shows, 
tape trading, 
videogames, and 
more. : 
The World 
Wide Web is 













~ endless source of 


information. 


Ken Pohlman 


notes a number of hot movie 
sites in “Web Watch” (page 
24). Information on home- 
theater hardware is available 
at The Consumer Electron- 
ics Cyberspace Companion 
(http://www.eia.org/ceg), 
which is run by the Elec- 
tronic Industries Associa- 
tion. The Compuserve on- 
line service has a well- 
regarded Consumer Elec- 
tronics Video Forum. And 
AOL has a busy site admin- 
istered by Dolby Labs. 

We can confidently state 
that the best is yet to come, 
however: VIDEO is sched- 
uled to arrive on AOL be- 
fore year’s end. —Bill Wolfe 
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PINNACLE MICRO's Apex 4.6 optical 
disc drive is said to offer better perfor- 
mance and dollar-per-megabyte value 
than most magnetic hard drives. Avail- 
able in external (shown) and internal 
configurations ($1,695), the Apex fea- 
tures a maximum data 
rate of 6 MBps, a syn- 
chronous sustained 
transfer rate of 4.5 
MBps, and a synchro- 
nous burst transfer rate of up to 10 
MBps; in its A/v mode, the disk’s rotat- 
ing speed increases as the head 
moves across a disk to maintain a 
constant data rate of 3.3 MBps. 
Rewritable 5.25-inch disks ($199 
apiece) store up to 4.6 GB of data with 
an average seek time of 17 ms. Di- 
mensions are 2.9 x 8.4 x 10.6 inches 
(h/w/d) for the external model and 1.6 
x 5.8 x 8.3 inches for the internal mod- 
el. Circle 135 on reader service card 
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$C&T2's MSK-200 ($229) combines a 
full-function multimedia keyboard with 
two 4-inch speakers and a power am- 
plifier that’s rated to deliver 6.5 watts 
per channel. Features include a built- 
in Omnidirectional microphone, an LED 
volume readout, and jacks for external 
speakers, an external headphone, and 
a microphone. Volume, bass, treble, 
and balance controls are provided for 
adjusting speaker output. The 200 
comes with a PS/2 cable adaptor. Cir- 
cle 136 on reader service card 
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RE-ELECT JFK 
UADRA’S RE-ELECT JFK ($50) HAS AN 
OD irresistibie premise: After suffer- 
ing a superficial flesh wound during an 
assassination attempt in Dallas on No- 
vember 22, 1963, you, in the role of 
President John F. Kennedy, are back on 
the job just a few days later. You have 
to grapple with the volatile issues of the 
day—The Vietnam War and The Civil 
Rights Movement, especially—without 
losing sight of your primary goals: 
namely, finding out who tried to kill 
you and making sure you’re re-elected 
in 1964. You can also choose a cam- 
paign slogan, finesse the Civil Rights 
Act past stubborn legislators, attend nu- 
merous Cabinet meetings, and peruse 
classified FBI documents concerning 
your attempted assassination. While the 
action proceeds at a leisurely pace com- 
pared to the run-and-gun style of much 
of today’s standard CD-ROM fare, Re- 
elect JFK certainly delivers the goods. 
And when it shows us how different the 
world could have been had JFK lived, it 
leaves traditional role-playing games 
far, far behind. (Mac disc) 
—Ken Korman 


DISCOVERING SHAKESPEARE 
HIS GENTLE INTRODUCTION TO WIL- 
liam Shakespeare’s life, times, and 

works is an antidote for anyone suffer- 

ing from that dreaded affliction known 
as Bardaphobia—the fear of interpret- 
ing and understanding Shakespeare’s 
brilliant works. IVI’s Discovering 
Shakespeare ($30) leads you through 
the delightful maze of The Bard’s syn- 
tax and relentless triple-entendres by 
offering a smorgasbord of 1-minute 
videos about his boyhood days in Strat- 
ford, his 20-year residency in London, 
and other fascinating aspects of his ca- 
reer. Titillating tidbits, such as his 

“nasty” marriage to Anne Hathaway 

and the child who arrived something 

less than 9 months later, lend some 
depth to our image of this literary giant. 











Aftermath: Re-elect JFK 


Two sections utilize the master’s text 
as a learning tool: “Works” includes 
synopses of all 37 plays and a selection 
of his sonnets, while “Myths, Legends, 
and Mysteries” sets out to debunk the 
idea that someone else penned the 
works attributed to Shakespeare. 
You’ve pretty much hit the end of the 
road when you’ve checked out all of the 
clips, but if you aren’t fascinated 
enough by then to tackle the plays them- 
selves, you’re probably more suited to 
reruns of MacGyver than Macbeth. 
(Windows and Mac discs) —KK 


TRUTHS & FICTIONS 
A Journey From Documentary 
to Digital Photography 

HAT’S A PHOTOGRAPHER TO DO 

when “content doesn’t make an 
appointment with geometry” (transla- 
tion: your pictures don’t turn out the 
way you intended)? In Voyager’s Truths 
& Fictions: A Journey From Documen- 
tary to Digital Photography ($40), doc- 
umentary photographer Pedro Meyer 
demonstrates how he circumvents this 
problem by using a computer to digital- 
ly combine and alter photographic im- 
ages. With the aid of a large interactive 
picture gallery, Meyer combines vari- 
ous elements of pictures that don’t quite 
work on their own and digitally mas- 
sages them into a seamless, visually 


balanced whole. Aided by a brilliant in- 

















teractive multimedia “Letters” section, 
the artist also examines the impact that 
the digital revolution has had on the 
world of photography and the ethical 
question of a documentary photographer 
altering true-to-life images. Through 
masterful manipulation of pixels, Meyer 
will help you clarify your vision. (Mac 
disc) —Josef Krebs 


DUST 
A Tale of the Wired West 
HILE CYBERFLIX’S DUST: A TALE OF 
the Wired West ($60) doesn’t ex- 
actly break new ground, it does the 
“wander, chat, and gather” genre better 
than most. To summarize: It’s 1882, and 
you’re the stranger in Diamondback, 
New Mexico. If you play your cards 
right, you’ll be elected sheriff, tame the 
town, and maybe even discover hidden 
treasure. Quick wits, a winning conver- 





How the West was wired: Dust 


sational style, and a little help from 
newfound friends will help keep you 
alive through the 5 days the game cov- 
ers—though having a gun at hand never 
hurts. Each character you meet in Dust 
(there are 36 of them) is given realistic 
motivations, and it falls on your shoul- 
ders to make valuable friends or, if 
you’re not careful, spiteful enemies. For 
example, one carpetbaggerish type is in 
town to buy up land in anticipation of 
the railroad coming through, and another 

















































has it in for sheep ranchers. According 
to CyberFlix, every conflict that arises 
can be resolved “peacefully”; a hint 
book can be purchased at the dry-goods 
store, and a friendly Chinese curio-sho) 
dealer, appropriately named Help, ¢ 
keep you on the right path. But never 
forget that Boot Hill is just over yonder, 


; ‘ “ STD ENTERTAINMENT's PS Arcade 
(Mac and Windows discs) —-Pete Hisey 


joystick ($60) is designed to bring ar- 
cade-style control to users of Sony's 
PlayStation game system. The PS has 
eight full-size fire buttons, a metal 
base and joystick shaft, four auto-fir- 
ing speeds, and three slow-motion 
Speeds; an LED indicator displays the 
selected fire and slow-mo setting. Cir- 
cle 137 on reader service card 


CENTIPEDE/MILLIPEDE | 

ACK IN THE DAYS WHEN YOU ONL! 
B cca a quarter to play an arcade 
game, Atari ruled the home-videogame 
market with its mighty 2600 system and 
game fare like Asteroids, Missile Com 
mand, and Pac Man. Now Nintendo hi 
snapped up the rights to a bunch of 
cade classics and reworked them for play 
on their handheld Game Boy system. Be- 
cause of the limited amount of memory 
required, each cartridge offers two com- 
plete games. 

Both games on the Centipede/Millipede 
cartridge ($30) feature a style of play that 
I call “the wave”: Enemies approach in 
increasingly intense waves, and players 
must clear one wave before proceeding 
to the next. In Centipede, you’re trapped 
in an enchanted forest and must defend 
yourself from invading hordes of cen- 
tipedes, scorpions, fleas, and poisonous 
mushrooms by zapping them with a mag- 
ic wand. In Millipede, you’re again for- 
est-bound, this time battling spiders, la- 
dybugs, and a giant millipede with magic 
arrows and the occasional DDT bomb, all 
the while dodging poisonous mushrooms. 
(The big difference between the two 
games: the number of legs on your ene- 
mies.) Sure, the graphics are rudimentary 
and the controls are simplistic, but that’s 
part of these games’ charm—it’s nice to 
move past the first level without exhibit- 
ing the dexterity of a concert pianist. 
Centipede and Millipede are cool re- 
minders that glitzy graphics can only 
support a good game, not turn it into one. 
(Game Boy cartridge) 

—James K. Willcox 


















DIAMOND MULTIMEDIA’s Motion 
Player 2000 daughterboard ($299; 
$499 with 2 MB of vRAM) enhances the 
performance of the company’s 
Stealth64 Video 3000 Series multime- 
dia accelerators by relieving the com- 
puters CPU of MPEG-1 processing du- 
ties. The 2000 provides hardware- 
accelerated MPEG-1 audio and video 
decompression for 30-fps playback of 
MPEG-encoded programs, with smooth 
full-motion video on most 486 or better 
MPCs. The daughterboard utilizes C- 
Cube Microsystems’ MPEG-1 decom- 
pression chip and the S3 Vision VA in- 
tegrated circuit for color space 
conversion, scaling, and dithering. It 
also allows for two video windows from 
independent video sources and video 
input Capabilities to view live video 
from NTSC or PAL sources, Circle 138 
on reader service card a 
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SHORTWARE 


Power Trio 


Atlantic Technology 
M110/M105 
Sub/Sat System 
S SILICON-DEVELOPERS AND ANY- 
one with an engagement ring can 
tell you, big things sometimes 
come in small packages. Atlantic 
Technology’s M110/M105 multimedia 
subwoofer/satellite speaker system 
brings this rationale to the realm of 
computer sound. Plain and simple, this 
system punches holes in the theory that 
small speakers can’t sound big. 

The M110 satellite ($119 a pair) re- 
sides in an innocuous package. Its wee 
beige cabinet measures a mere 7 x 4 x 
4.25 inches (h/w/d); the right speaker 
in the stereo pair has a headphone 
mini-jack, a power pushbutton, and 
knoblets for volume and treble, but oth- 
erwise the sats are distinctly plain, with 
only some ridged trim and AT’s wave 
logo to keep them from disappearing. 

Each satellite has a 3-inch driver. The 
plastic cabinets are ported to extend 
bass response and shielded to prevent 
interference with your monitor. The 
right speaker includes the sats’ ampli- 
fiers; real-world power output is rated 
at 3 watts per channel. Bass is automat- 
ically boosted with lower volume-level 
settings and cut when you crank the 
volume. Threaded holes in the back 
panel allow wall-mounting. 

The M105 subwoofer ($229) is a 
rugged little box. It measures 6.6 x 7.1 
x 10.2 inches (h/w/d) with its rubber 
feet, which provide some measure of 
stability. It’s a cosmetic match for the 
M110s, though its visuals will probably 
be irrelevant, since it’s designed to be 
stashed under a desk. One 6.5-inch 
dual-voice-coil woofer does the sub- 
woofing; power output is given as 45 
watts. “Soft-clipping” circuitry is on 
hand to keep the M105 from hurting it- 
self—or your ears—if you go a little 
crazy with the volume knob. 

The user features are located on one 
end, The two that you should concern 
yourself with are the level knob and the 


HZ 100/130 pushbutton; the latter sets 


98 DECEMBER 1995 Vii 





_ the sub’s level down. 


the integral low-pass crossover. The 
two numbers in the button legend refer 
to the audio frequency at which the 
subwoofer’s output begins to roll off. 


Level adjustment is pretty straightfor- _ 


ward—after finding a pleasant level 
with the M110’s level knob, turn the 
M105’s level up until you have a pleas- 
ing balance between all three speakers. 
The position you choose for the 
M105’s crossover button should affect 
where you set its level, however. 

While it may seem like there couldn’t 
be much of an audible difference be- 
tween these settings, they made the 
M105 sound like two different sub- 
woofers. The owner’s manual recom- 
mends the 100-Hz setting for most sys- 
tems. And it’s a good suggestion, since 
that delivers tighter, more accurate 
sound—especially if you follow the 
manual’s other main setup suggestion 
and position the M105 against a wall or 
in a corner, which increases the bass 
you hear. If you can’t put the M105 in 
one of these spots, or if the application 
you re running is truly anemic in terms 
of bass output, you may want to pop 
the button out to the 130-Hz position. 
This simply adds some midbass to the 
M105’s output, which gives the entire 
presentation some potentially welcome 
boominess. 

And then there’s the level factor: 
While the 100-Hz crossover setting 
tightens up the bass, it also appears to 
lower bass output somewhat. You can 
compensate for this by jacking up the 
M105’s level a bit. Conversely, if you 
choose the 130-Hz setting, or switch to 
it sporadically, you may want to knock 








Anyone with an ear for good sound 
will enjoy adjusting the M110/M105 
combo, and the effort won’t be wasted: 
This little trio sounded damn good— 
and much larger than its size suggests. I 
ran it through my usual gauntlet of ref- 
erence CD-ROMs and gold-plated au- 
diophile CDs, and it sounded rich and 
clean. From their positions about 6 
inches to either side of my monitor, the 
M110s presented a fairly wide and 
deep “soundstage,” and the M105, 
which sat in a corner created by my 
desk and the wall behind it, added 
some fairly serious impact. 


COSMETICS 


PERFORMANCE 


| 


CIRCLE 139 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Atlantic Technology’s M110/M105 
package doesn’t produce audiophile- 
grade sonics (no multimedia speakers 
I’ve heard can), but when set up and ad- 
justed correctly it makes multimedia 
applications and even music CDs 
sound extremely good. If you already 
have trouble tearing yourself away 
from your MPC or Mac and add this 
set, I suggest stocking up on snacks and 
your favorite beverage—the M110/ 
M105 will keep you at it for the long 
haul. —Bill Wolfe 

















Five Lucky 


Nintendo 


Y 


Fans Will Win the Video 
Game System of the Year: 


8D 1°: e | i. Q : af 
32 hit, 3D = svideo game system = [/ Jims 


| 
be 


with phase linear array fecinology digital stereo sound, 


wee Ne 


an ath er features that immerse you in the game. 








: 
L:.C\ 1@ Complete entry form and send to: 
| LLiiLki: Virtual Boy Sweepstakes, c/o Video Magazine, 1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019. 


OFFICIAL SWEEPSTAKES RULES “oe QUE AE ee eS 
No purchase necessary. Enter as often as you wish, but mail each entry sep- Grriciat Eee! Poa 
arately. How to enter: On an official entry form or a 3 by 5 inch piece of . 
: ) | Please enter me in the L 


paper, print your name, address, zip code, and daytime telephone number. : <n 
No mechanical reproduction of official entry form will be accepted. Mail to 
address printed above. Entries must be received by January 31, 1996. All Nintendo Virtual Boy Sweepstakes i 
entries become the property of Video Magazine, which reserves the right to 
reprint the name of the winner for publicity purposes. The winner will be NAME 
selected in a random drawing from all entries received. Drawing will be con- 
ducted under the supervision of Video Magazine, whose decision will be final. 
Prizes: Nintendo Virtual Boy Game Systems. Approximate retail value: = 
$180 each. 5 prizes will be awarded. Drawing will be conducted on or about ADDRESS 
February 15, 1996. Winners will be notified by mail within 2 weeks. Each 
winner may be required to sign an affidavit of eligibility and release of lia- 
bility. If under age 18, a parent or guardian must sign. Failure to return the 


affidavit within 10 days will result in an alternate winner being selected. "ON. 


Odds of winning will depend on the number of entries received. Prize is not 


oo ne ees ae ne 


transferable and there is no substitute for the prize. The contest is open to ™ 

legal residents of the continental United States and Canada, except the L 
Province of Quebec. Employees of Hachette Filipacchi Magazines, Nintendo, ™ DAYTIME PHONE # ( ) i NT 
their families, affiliates, or advertising and promotion agencies are not eligi- All entries must be received by January 31,1996. 
ble. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. For the winner's name, send sg Virtual Boy is for game players 7 years and older. l 
a self-addressed stamped envelope to: Winner Name, Virtual Boy No entry can be made if under the age of 7. 





Sweepstakes, Video Magazine, 1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019. 
eee eee ee eee eee eee eee 


©1995 Nintendo of America Inc.™ and © are trademarks of Nintendo of America Inc. System includes Mario's Tennis. Batteries not included. 
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Consumer Electronics 





Se Se 


Over 400 Lines of Resolutio 


DISCONTINUED SPECIALS THIS MONTH’S SPECIALS! 


LISTPRICE SALE PRICE 


Sony CCD-TR21 $eg9* $4gge 
Sony CCD-FX430 $egg*  $4ggr 
Sony CCD-FX730 $1099" $649" panera 


JVC GR-SV3 $899" $629" color view finder 
AF/AE hel 
give you total 
Sony EVO-9650 $6,700" $2,799 control over the Image 


: Stabilization & 
f images you 
Sony EVO-9800A $6,450" $3,999 shoot Color Viewfinder! 





Go Video GV-3060 (dual Deck) $899% $599" 




















S-VHS 4 head Hi Fi with jog shuttle .... CALL} 





Pioneer VSX-D2S $1299"  $g9g* 

Pioneer VSX-502 $399° $229 TOSHIBA Canon 

Pioneer PD-DMS02 $199" ggg AL ha OS aA C GO.VIDEO! 

Pioneer PD-DM552 s2age Stig PHILIPS 
RECOTON 

Sony MHC-550 $4gg® $249 ; y 

Sony MHC-450 $399" $199" Panasonic JBL 2x MITSUBISHI 


Canon (2 Speaker & Subwoofer) $499% $1 gg* 
Canon SV-15 (2 Speakers) $249" = $ QQ 





We Make It Easy For You. 
(O/T) OSS me Crs 


FINAL DELIVERED 
PRICE 
On All Camcorders, 
VCR's & Hi Fi Equipment. 








‘ Edit Suite is a technological 
Available for most camcorders! | breakthrough in A/B roll editing. 




















13"-35" - CALL! 





7 a 

F Color INDUSTRIAL CAMCORDERS Mx digital mixer Fy 

Viewfinder AG ABB Seseicecsnonst 42X zoom , me 
TM-2000. TitleMaker 2000 ” 

AG‘... 8 chip/SVHS VE-1 Video Equalizer x aul 

EDITING DECKS ae Thineal mi 

AG-1280 sevenenenenerd Read : umbs Up aay 

AG-1970.... : w/2 line TBC SE-1 Special Effects Mixer =) 0 

Image AGAIB ss esssse controller AB. AVB Roll Controller Us 

Stabilization gs ee MONITORS <8 

120x Digital a3 CTAB B8Y ......csssseesssessssseseere13” Video monitor ne 

Image ce CT-1384VY........ 13” w/ tuner o> 

an Zoom ‘ CT-20B4Y os... 20" video monitor mr 
Stabilization ; PY} creoeavy 20" w/ tuner (=) 

20x Digital Zoom Also Available: Advanced Time Base Corrector AIV MIXERS é AMA Ct Se: ft 

Built in Ligh GR-AX800U Wu-MX30 digital field synch EVO-9800A $3,999 
uilt in Light GR-AX700U Auto Reverse 











ACCESSORIES 



























































































































































ES5000 VO990....... Lens guard kit 52,49,46mm 
ES2000 verse CALL VO890....Lens guard kit 37,34,30.5mm CAMCORDERS CAMCORDERS, C-FORMAT ACCESSORIES 
ES800 «Image stable GR-SZ9U.........Super VHS/FREE NEW! PV-1Q205 . 14:1 200m W JAVES .....ssseses0s0 cw Mixer 
GR-AX700 ...ssccsssessssersseresseteerse NEW! PV-IQ305......:sseses0+ee-Color viewfinder W JAVEZ7...... NEW 
7 GR-AX800 _..NEW! PV-IQ405 Image stabilization WITT sercsesseccseresn i Titler 
wT by GR-AX900 .... NEW! PV-IQ505 .............AS above w/ color VF VCR's 
Pigg MICROPHONE GR-SV3..enen wiLCD monitor PV-SB4 vsessessen Super VHS PV-A514 wn 4Head VCR Plust 
NOMEM" Fully Sony WMS-PRO ........sssseeseeeseen2mic system FULL SIZE PV-4551..... ssesseesenee4Head Hl FI) 
BATTERY Compatible! WHX-PRO....... ...hand held LAST CALL! RATED #1 PV-940 ... cesssssesnssulW/FREE case PV-A561 ..n..AS above w/ VCR Plust 
" GR-SZ7U PV-950..... : ...Color viewfinder PV-4562 ............Dynamorphous heads 
PV-S770 vocececessesee Super VHS PV-4564 4Head HI Fl, jog/shuttle 
JVCVCR's PV-S4366 ....Super VHS - LOW PRICE! 
aoa Reet at) TVVCR COMBO PV-S4566 .nscssnsenne NEW! NE 
VCR's SPM-Esscccsscssossesoese...Universal car cord HR-J616U........... jog shuttle/audio dub ae eee 13 a PV-S4580 NEW! NEW! 
M-650 sussseeeeend head HI-FI SPM-3... Charger / reconditioner HR-VP624U .. shuttle control M1345 nn seessetee 13" w/4Head LASER DISC PLAYERS 
M-659 ssesseenCR Plus C 3 SRW-81 .. ~ mm rewinder HR-VP628U ... VCR Plus/jog PVEMIB5B essence AS above - white LX-H170 : seen ALL 
M-660 v aaHtl-Fl/ VCR Plus SFX-L e Santolle edie HR-VP720U ............. New New New PVEM2044 nn ninnnsnnvB0" COMDO LX-H670 nanan 
...6 video heads SFX-4....... Special effect / sound mixer PV-M2065 ovsscs-nsssesesis:20" WHI FIVCR LX-900 soe GALL 








Camcorders (Delivered Prices) FULL MANUFACTURER WARRANTY 


PV-IQ 504 Image Stable . $679.95 SOLD BELOW COST! 
PV-IQ 604 Color Viewfinder ...........0.0000 $699.95 VCR’ 
PV-SB3 SVHS eos EA anniek SOOOOS 8 (Delivered Prices) 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53217 ’ 
No extra charge for insurance *No extra charge for delivery 

PV-S 4380 - SVHS ...csssssessessssesesseneeneaeaeesee $59908 

PV-940 Full Size ... seve $539.95 BY 8 1480 SVHS oe ee 


« — *On VCR's and Camcorders! *Non defective merchandise VISA = 
ind Duyn returned for refund will be subject to a 15% restocking fee —_) | ie L800 Laser Di conus $689.95 PV-4414- 4 Head . $289.95 


A ecsss torres ms eove | Hrs (CST): M-F Bam - 8pm, Sat. 9am - 5pm + Tech Info 1pm - Spm (414) 357-8181 » Fax (4414) 357-7814 


CIRCLE NO. 85 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


\ \ ee 


ups ‘One of Wisconsin's Top 10 Woman Owned Businesses 
| ND DAYAL «Corporate, Government & School POs Welcome L— 3 
PO, Bax 17882 Tech: (414) 357-8181 *No surcharge for credit cards . 

















“SHOPPING WITH US IS AS PLEASANT AS A WALA IN IME PAKK™ 


Mon-Thurs Until Nov 27 9:30am to 8:00 pm 
Mon-Thurs After Nov 27 9:30am to 10:00 pm 
Friday 9:30am to 3:45pm 
Sunday 10:00am-7:00pm 
Sat. Eve After Thanksgiving 6:15pm-10pm 
3126 AVENUE U 

Bxt YN, NEW Lill 11229" 












INQUIRIES ON ORDERS PLACED ALREADY ONLY LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-800-360-1722 91 








CCD-TR100... . << \ : 46456. nn SAD | 
D-TR4O0 $719.99 CCD-TR600... 99 CCD-TRIOO.....___$1029.99 : f . HI-8MM COLOR VIEWFINDER, 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, CCD-TRV30. . HI-8MM COLOR VIEWFINDER, \ . | v IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE 

IMAGE STABILIZER IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE | 




























VW-H18A.......CALL 






VM-H38A 
VM-H7108... 
VM-E510A.....CALL 


> VM-E410A....CALL ; 
CDT RV IO nae OID.IP £ 7 =) CD-TRVIO _.....__.._ 199.99 PHIOSO5. 5.9 
STEREO HANDYCAM OPTICAL IMAGE t a IMAGE STABILIZATION, be e " HI-8MM COLOR VIEWFINDER, 
STABILIZATION COLOR VIEWFINDER 12X1 ZOOM LENS I I" fo IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE 





Nikon | 









PROFESSIONAL 








SR-S360 Super VHS VCR..........CALL 
5 BR-S378U Super VHS VCR.........CALL 
GR-SZ7. . TM-900 SU Monitor CALL J 


‘CALL BVL-H410U....1349.99 VL-E32U.. 
099.99 VL-L95U. 
VL-LO4U . 


GR-AX 700. . TM-9U Monitor .. 
GR-AX 800... ; TM-130 SU Monitor 
GR-AX 350... 





MBLIAIA TELL FEGOTTIN | NODIN -NOND)D 








\v 


1 inform t numbers to receive 





umbers to receive d 

















6 ra 8 9 1 11 12 13 «14 «+215 | | 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 oe 112 8 
21 #22 23 24 #25 26 27 28 29 30 Bo 96s. 172 G19 Soa 99-- 9k 25 26-27-26 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 | | 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 | 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 | 
76 #77 78 #79 #80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 | 76 77 78 79 80 61 62 83 64 85 86 87 6&8 
} 91 92 93 94 9 996 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 91 92-93... 94. 95: +96. 97 - 96= 99-100 101. 102 103 
| 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119 120 E 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 



































3-325. 38° ke 35 6 a 8. 29 4 4] 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 
61 -62:— 63 GA 65° 66 67-68: 69 70 71 22 273 


} 121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 
| 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 
151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 
166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 175 176 177 178 179 180 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 





j 
} 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 
| | 166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 175 176 177 178 179 180 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 














































































































1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 
AQ) 20"-25” BCL) 25”-27” CL) 27"-32" DOL 35"+ AQ 20"-25" BO) 25"-27" CO 27"-32" DO 35"+ 
2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 
EO 02 FO 35 GO 610 EO 02 FO35 GO 610 
3. How far in advance do you plan your TV viewing? 3. How far in advance do you pian your TV viewing? 
HO) lhour !(] 1day JO) 1 week KC) No Planning HO) lhour I) 1day JO 1 week KL) No Planning 
. 4. Do you tape “series” programming (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 4. Do you tape “series” programming (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 
LO Yes ML) No LO Yes M() No 
. 5. Which sources do you use to plan TV viewing? 5. Which sources do you use to plan TV viewing? 
NC) Daily Newspaper O[] Cable Guide PL) Weekly Newspaper Insert NO Daily Newspaper O()] Cable Guide Pl] Weekly Newspaper Insert 
QO TV Guide RL) Other QO TV Guide RL Other 
6. How many programs do you tape per week? 6. How many programs do you tape per week? 
$0 15 TO 57 UO 7+ $O 15 TO 57 UO 7+ 
7. \f programming your VCR was made easier would you record additional 7. If programming your VCR was made easier would you record additional 
shows? VC] Yes WL) No shows? VC] Yes W(] No 
8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? XL] Yes YL] No 8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? XL] Yes YL] No 
) 999 [| Please send me 10 issues (1 year) of Video e for $17.94 and bill me. 999 (] Please send me 10 issues (1 year) of Video Magazine for $17.94 and bill me. 
; 
) 
Name Name 
(please print) (please print) 
Address Address 
City State Zip City State Zip 















Telephone Number (with Area Code) Telephone Number (with Area Code) 
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 3/31/96 VM12951 Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 3/31/96 VM12952 
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Consumer Electronics 


DISCONTINUED SPECIALS 


“Sony 0" si00" 5ua0" i 
Sony CCD-TR21 $ag9*  $4gg \ Panasonic 
Sony CCD-FX430 seo = gaa" | | ES.2900 PV-10505 


Sony CCD-FX730 g1099" $649" | | soy vom 
JVC GR-SV3 $agg* $629" color view finder acide dna 
PRO EDITING EQUIPMENT skeen 
Sony EVO-9650 $6,700" $2,799 control over the 
images you 
a FVO-9800A $6,450" $3,999 eh a Optical Image Stabilization!} Color Viewfinder! © 
's 


Go Video GV-3060 (ova! beck) $899% $599" 


A/V RECEIVERS AUTHORIZED DEALER JVc S-VHS 4 head Hi Fi with jog shutle .. CALL! 


Pioneer VSX-D2S $1299"  — $999* 


Pioneer VSX-502 $399" $229 TOSHIBA Canon 
CO PLAYERS sae 


Pioneer PD-DM502 $199" $99 Wviveoics SONY. e GO.VIDEO! 


Pioneer PD-DM552 $24g $119 
MINI HI FI SYSTEM: RECOTON’ PHILIPS 

Sony MHC-550 $4gg* $249 2 Y 

Sony MHC-450 $399" $199 Panasonic “JBL 


HOME THEATRE SPEAKERS 
Canon (2 Speaker & Subwoofer) $499" $1 gg* 
Canon SV-15 (2 Speakers) $249" $99" 


- Name ? Camco. Starter 
owl hg We Make It Easy For You. S nce 3 0% | 
__Digital A/v mixer a (OTM OS Ym CY ee ee ee ee AB Roll Edit | 
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_“SHOPPING WITH US IS’ 


LRIN 


BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Thurs Until Nov 27 9:30am to 8:00 pm BAY 
Mon-Thurs After Nov 27 9:30am to 10:00 pm 
Friday 9:30am to 3:45pm 
Sunday 10:00am-7:00pm 
Sat. Eve After Thanksgiving 6:15pm-10pm 














3126 AVENUE U 


























CAMERA & VIDEO INC 


CALL FOR LATEST 
PANASONIC MODELS 


D-TRAOO S89. DF 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, 
IMAGE STABILIZER 


D-TRIVO 
HI-8MM COLOR VIEWFINDER, 
IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE 


COLOR VIEWFINDER, STABILIZATION, 24:1 ZOOM 
ALL VM-H38A......CALL 

"ALL VM-H710A....CALL 

ALL VM-E510A.....CALL 

ALL VM-E410A.....CALL 

ALL VM-E3O1A.....CALL 

CALL § 


FULL SIZE 
CCD-FX630. VHS 


CCD-SC5 


COD-TRVTO 
IMAGE STABILIZATION, 
12X1 ZOOM LENS 


CDTRVEO a ennnnenrnnee GOID.GIP 
STEREO HANDYCAM OPTICAL IMAGE 


STABILIZATION COLOR VIEWFINDER CALL FOR PAL sisieus 


SR-S360 Super VHS VCR... 
BR-S378U Super VHS VCR 
TM-900 SU Monitor. 
TM-9U Monitor 

TM-130 SU Monitor. 


m@ PRO 942....... 
PRO 932... 


VL-H420U .. 


VL-H450U........CALL 


® INDUSTRIAL 2 HR AND 5 HR VIDEO BATTERIE: 
#8 1.0 SOFT VIDEO BAGS.. 
3 PIECE FILTER KIT 
REWINDERS VHS 8MM AND BE TA 
WIDE ANGLE & TELEPHOTO LENS KIT. 


COLOR MONITORS 
4-329 3". 119.99 
4-938 3.3” 189.99 § 

CALL 

CALL 
ALL 

CALL 

M-329 3 Inch Color Monitor in 
PAL Available.. 119.99 § 

wEW MOTOR | 
: y SPEARER & ‘3 OIE CALL! 9 


HEAD CLEANING KIT.. 
FULL SIZE TRIPODS 
ASK ABOUT 3 AND 5 YEAR 
EXTENDED WARRANTY PLANS 


im Remote Control Auto Pan Head 
‘AP1000.. 


PHiIGS05 


se atasipiateacennse 
HI-8MM COLOR VIEWFINDER, | 


IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE 


594.99 
HI-8MM COLOR VIEWFINDER, 


IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE 


INQUIRIES ON ORDERS PLACED ALREADY ONLY LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL, 


I 
TOLL FREE 1-800-360-1722 


ONS 


j STABILIZATION, 12:1, 470,000 > | 


29.99 


PIXELS CALL 


COLOR VIEWFINDER, 


BUILT IN LIGHT 


im 12:1 Z00M 


f eee 2 OE 


QUICKER RESPONSE 


- HOME THEATER, HOME THEATER. HOME THEATER 


ata MITSUBISHI 


B TV/VCR COMBOS [VF A 
PANASONIC J 7 EEENISIONS 
369.99 31-632-ET. 

F31-672-E 
F35-627-MB .. 
a 35-751-MB... 


RECEIVERS 
79 


TELEVISIONS 


Speaker Sy 


WE CARRY A FULL 


! 
ggime FULL LINE IN STOCK AT LOW PRICES a Ms = ADVENT CALE 


SPEAKER SYSTEMS 
AM 7. CALL] 


The Art of Entertainment 


SPEAKER SYSTEMS 
sap CALL 


ICLD-A100 INTERACTIVE... 289.99 
WE CARRY PIONEER 


MICROPHONES! 





kaha te ren ogni Mehndi ond py. To Order Us ny iy ed ard. OD eva edo mane cd, 


4 and Handling fee is non-refunc returns, must be in original mint condition with original packing and unfilled warranty cards. Manufacturers box must be clean of any tape, writing or mutilation. NO EXCEPTIONS . These are phone and mail order 


id check or cashiers check. Please allow 4 weeks for Personal checks. Call for sti 19 & Handling charges. Any refunds or echatas 
ces only. Store prices and availablity are 


GO.VIDEO 


DUAL DECK VCRS 
IGV 3090W: ALL 


@xHiTacHn: == 


TELEVISIONS: 


ie 46BX38 ... 


RECEIVERS 
VSX-D3S nsnnsnnnne1089.99 
VSX-D9038..... 669,99 
VSX-D704S 524.99 
VSX-604S. 344,99 
VSX-504S ..rnssnnnnion 
VSX-454.. 

SX-303R... 
BXIZ5OR date eats ongor sat 
$X-203. 


wih solepersons name, Some products carry international warranties. USA warranteed products vary in cost. Quantities are limited. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices are Void unt end of Monthly Issue and are subject to verifiable Manufacturer's price changes, We reserve the right to limit quantities, 


H6BXAK . 
BAGVX13K 


«D ipsilieaa 
PD-F1004 
PD-F904 
PD-5t 
PD-AP 
PD-TMB . 
PD-DMB02., 
PD-M703 
PD-M603 
PD-M423 


CT-W704RS 
CT-W604RS 


must be made within 14 days, of receipt of goods._ All refund are subject to a 5% restocking fee, 
ferent. If you wish to come into the store, please call ahead to check on availability and to reserve § 












ie : We he Open Till Midnight Mon-Fri 


We Ship Worldwide! 


th liday Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
Git All Major Brands! 


an 2! SS ERED ED-S5 2 
La UDA CAMCORDERS & VERS 


No Home Theater is ene without | | We Are An Authorized Dealer for All Camcorder Brands We Cary, 
the right TV! Sound City carries a All Formats Available From Such Fine Manufacturer's As: 


large selection of TVs that will truly - 
ee the movie theater experience ana DNC 
PVIQ-505 | 
ae PVD-70. i 
















aA 














GRAX-900 
GRAX-800 
GRAX-700 





Video Clarifier VC-1 


* Eliminates adverse effects of video copyguards! 
State -of-the -art circuitry restores Sera (mae: 
ter) quality to all video tapes. 

* Unique auto sync boost recognizes low syne 
condition ( present on most copy-protecte 

tapes), eliminates horizontal instability and 
restores tapes to broadcast quality, 

* Fully adjustable color allows the viewer to com- 


Hitachi, Panasonic and Many 


home. Choose from Sony, JVC, 
More! 
TV’s From 3’ to 100” Available! PVIQ-305 — picrTaL 











PY-54 SPECIAL 
PYS-64 EFFECTS 


VCRs 
PY-2501 PY-4561 










HR-S7100U 






P Noine hie piers out “snow” and i R-VP628U has Pyaa 
Cn tne alppeiea lala ne pecral acim iS 4 PV-4514 PY-4566 
© Unique circuitry ete we ont level to HR-VP720U HR-A61U PV-4551 PYV-4580)) 
















HR-A41U 
EST PRICES 
IN ALL JVC VIDEO PRODUCTS! 


ensure the best possible picture quality. 

© Compatible with all VCRs and televisions with 
its switchable RF/RCA video outputs. 

* Switchable channel 3/4 output. 





HR-VP618U | 
| CALL FOR THE BEST PRICES | 
ON ALL PANASONIC VIDEO! | 





VM-E310 VMH-58 
VM-E410A VMH-59 
VM-E510A VMH-71 

























State-of- SOU 
the-art 9” | errr 
ail Up to *200 VIUX605A 4 ha, Hifi VIF 391A 414, 





VTF494A 4 ha, Hifi VTM2944A 4 head 
VIF482A 4 ha, Hifi VIM2844A 4 head 
VTF382A 4 hd, Hifi VIM2824A 4 head 
VIF392A 4 hd, Hifi WVIM2924 4 head 
CALL FOR THE BEST PRICES | 
ON ALL HITACHI VIDEO! | 


Rebate Direct 
From Sharp 
With Purchase 


CALL FOR THE BEST PRICES 
ON ALL SHARP VIEWCAMS! 


portable 
TV with 










Center Channel Speaker Powered Home Sub 
* 2-Way bass reflex speaker * 100W Powered subwoofer 
* Dual 4” woofers © Dual 10” bass units 
n * Ideal for home ee 
° 
* 90 Watts peak power handling ff evel, phase & reg, 


Compact Loudspeakers % NOW ONLY 
. 2 May bass reflex design y & 1 y | 

* 5 1/4” woofer 1” dome tweeter “” 4 

© 90W power handling q 1 ep ep 


Visit The Only 
THX® Home Cinema 













on 


13” and 20” 
TV/VCR 


combos 


We Also Carry A Full Line of 
Batteries, Camcorder Bags, 
ights, Tripods, Rewinders, 
ape, Head Cleaners, 

Filters, Interconnects & more! 


EXTENDED WARRANTIES AVAILABLE 


CALL FOR PRODUCTS 
NOT LISTED 


Authorized Dealer 


In The State of NJ 


















FOR INFORMATION & WE SHIP TO CANADA 7 MiagtGAILHOURS BE MAL ORDER HOURS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE [WE SHIP WORLDWIDE “a MLC eLaO Mon - Fri 
: 10am - 9pm EST 8am - 12pm EST 
201 -838-91 00 No Credit Card Surcharges Saturda’ Sat 9am - 6pm EST 
Se Hable Espanol Sam - 6pm EST Sun 11am - 5pm EST 
Some pictures for illustration only. Not responsible for typographical errors * No refunds on video or car stereo products * 10 Day defective exchange from date of receipt * All returns must be made within 10 days of receipt of merchandise & are subject to a 
102 restockingfee * Items must be in original condition and packaging *Standard shipping applies Shipping and handling are not refundable * No tax on out of state purchases « Non-commissioned salesman * Next day and second day delivery available, 
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tensive menon BE WARES 


| 








Oe 
Chase Technologies WS-5500 


BK Wireless Speaker System ma 
co DINING ROOM 900 MHz Wireless Speaker 
SURROUND SOUND Transmit thru walls and floors 150 ft. ra 
a : Battery or AC powered _ ‘ 
transmits through walls, floors, ceilings and Pip bak J rear channels 3 Stamey 
| play anywhere, or outside your home, up to a ef rf 


: : 1 White Stock #13475 
without signal wires or power cords! Bice Seer einen 


our Current Stereo Syst 
1 ee 


KITCHEN 


Chase Technologies HTS-1 


Home Theater Decoder 

¢ 5 channels 

© Upgrade any stereo sys- 

tem to 

5 channel Home Theater 

© Decodes all matrix encoded sur- 

round sound movies and TV Ae ral 

Surround, Ultrastereo, and Sen 

¢ Passive design needs no additional 

¢ Line level outputs for rear | ce! 
No noise or distortion 

e nt pendin, 






| 


leans you have the bh of knowing you have bought any of our products at the guaranteed lowest tp ice. If you find a lower price on an identical 
im advertised by an authorized dealer within 30 days from the date of purchase, send us a copy of the ad and we will gladly refund you the difference. 
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“The Intelligent Superstore” 
445 FIFTH AVENUE (@39th St.) NY, NY 10016 


AUTHORIZED DEALER Me IN 


Largest Selection Of: 
Camcorders/Vcr’s 
Editing/Industrial 
TV’s/Video Printers 

AV Laser’s/Diskman’s 
Telephones/Walkman’s 
Short Wave Radio/DAT 


Authorized Dealer Computer Products 


1 LUX 


COLOR 
¢ BUILT-IN LIGHT 


8mm Video Walkman 

Hi-Fi Stereo 

VCR Deck w/ TV Tuner 

Still and Slow Motion 

4" Active Color Screen 

Built-in Speaker CAL 


HITACHI 


VM-E510A 


°1LUX 


COLOR 
¢ AKELINE BATT 
CAPABILITY 


VME-410A 8mm CALL 
VMH-38/39A HI-8CALL iF 
VMH-81A HI-8mmCALL 


VME-310A 8mm...CALL 
VTS-772A 
VTF-382A 
VTF-494A 


VY170 PRINTER CALL 
AUTHORIZED 





KV-13VM20 13" TV/VCR Combo 
KV-20VM20 20" TV/VCR Combo 





DEALER IN STOCK....CHLL 








VLH-450_Fli 


*16X ZOOM 
¢ 4” COLOR 


GR-SZ9 


* S-VHSC 
© 120X 

| * STEREO 

| COLOR VF 
| 

|* HI-FI STEREO GRS7 ALSO 
| IN STOCK 


| VLH-410 IN STOCK 


$1279 
AUTHORIZED DEALER 


LE- 37 3°LCD COLOR SCREEN..$619 
VLE- 47 4”LCD COLOR SCREEN..$829 
|| VLH-420 





A Professional editing with 


Asymetrix 3D/FX 
A Full size and full S-Video 
print-to-video capability 











parse 


¢ HI-FI STEREO 
¢ STILL/STROBE 


¢ 10:1 ZOOM CALL 


COLOR VF 
AVAILABLE IN PAL 
PV-IQ505 


¢ 14:1 POWER ZOOM 


°0 LUX 





¢ EIS/COLOR VF 
¢1LUX ° 
*0LUX 


COLOR VF 


ES5000 


HI-8 / EIS 

COLOR VIEW / 40X 
NEW FEATURE : 
FOCUS ON WHAT YOU 
LOOK AT I! 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


PV-54 HI-Fl STEREO........ 

PV-1Q604 COLOR VIEW .. 

PV-10505 NEW FOR ‘96.............. 
PV-10305 NEW FOR ‘96..............9499 
PVD-705 VHS-C 410PIXEL ..........CALL 
PV-S40 VHS .....ensceseneresscenees 499 
PV-S770 SVHS ......ssesceeeesseseeeeeGALL 





L-2 PRO HI-8....CALL 
ES1000 HI-8.... 
MOVIEBOY 

ES-600 8mm....CALL 
ES-550 8mm 


ABSORBER” 


* 20X OPTICAL ZOOM 


¢ FLEXIZONE AF/AE 
* COLOR VIEW FINDEF 


* 12X ZOOM 


ES-80 8mm CALL 
ED-100 EDITOR. .CALL 
RU-100 


CALL 


CALL ESP AWILABLE 





A Capture digital VHS video to your hard disk 
A Transitions, titles, and special effects 

A Print to tape in full-size NTSC or PAL 

A 


i SPEAK TO OUR Frame Accurate Editing 
miro TRAINED 
A PCI Board for digital S-Video on the PC SALES STAFF 


A Motion JPEG compression onboard 
A 7:1 or greater compression factor 


Adobe Premiere,Photoshop LE, 


miroVIDEO 20TD LIVE) 
Desktop Video & 
Windows Acceleration 


A Live television on your PC 

A Captures full size single frames 
A Full motion video 

A Cd playback 

A 


miroVIDEO MOUSE 


A Player/Recorder Control via Jog Dial 
A High Precision Video Editing w/ TG 


The video solution for 
real-time capturing and 
playback of video 
sequences. Includes video 
editing and photo 
re-touching software 





Authorize 
Dealer 


FAST FUTURE VIDEO 


Video Machin 
Edit Contoller for me Ute roll and 
audio/video split editing 
Controls any VCR with control L 
200 digital effects 
2 independent video channels 
No Time Based Correctors needed 


2200 
3300 


DESKTOP VIDEO TITLING SYS 
*SUPERIMPOSE TITLES, GRAPHIOS 
AND TRANSITIONS OVER VIDEO 
°30 DIFFERENT WIPE PATTERNS} 


Lis 
+ FAMILIAR VCR STYLE CONTROLS 
3 STEP EDITING 


« WINDOWS BASED EDITING SYS 

* VIDEO EDITING, 2D & 3D TITLING 

+ SPECIAL EFFECTS 

* CURTAIN CALL ... TITLES, FADES, 
WIPES * SPECIAL EFFECTS 1 

* SVHS / HI-8 COM. WITH 1MG RAM — + ON SCREEN DISPLAY & CAPTURE 


$579 * TIME CODE CALL 


+ DRAG AND DROP EDITING 


RETURN OR EXCHANGE MAY BE MADE WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER PRIOR AUTHORIZATION. ALL) RETURNED MERCHANDISE MUST BE IN ORIGINAL NEW CONDITION AND INCLUDE BLANK Wi 
QUANTITIES. STANDARD SHIPPING MAY APPLY. THIS AD VALID FOR MONTH OF ISSUE. NOT REPSONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS CUSTOMER SERVICE MON-FRI 10AM-5PM EST) 





VISIT OUR NEW 15,000 SQ.FT. COMPUTER/VIDEO SUPERSTORE LOCATED 445 STH AVE NY, NEW YORK. (CORNER 39TH) 
FEATURING SONY PELE TNES APPLE ii ali hectare DEPT°DESKTOP VIDEO! 


Panasonic 


BROADCAST & TELEVISION 
AG-456 ,_ = 


AG-DP800 


5 }) INDUSTRIAL 
}) S-VHS 

| 3-CCD DIGITAL 
) i] PROCESSING 
CAMCORDER 


WJ-AVE7 
WITH 2 PIP 


WJ-MX30 





AG-1970 
S-VHS DECK 


/1|JOG SHUTTLE 

TIME BASE CORRECTION 
SYNCRO EDIT W/ AGA96 CONTROLLER 
WJ-IMX50 DIGITAL MIXER 

|| |WD-5100H CAMERA 

‘|| AG-195 CAMERA 

|| |AG-5700 EDITING VCR 
CT-1384Y COLOR MONITOR 
AG-EP60 COLOR PRINTER... 


$299 
9899 





TWINCHARGER 


SCREENWRITER 
SED-COPYMAST! 
- U 
TM-200 PRO-EDIT3. 
TITLER 


THUMBS UP....CALL 
BOING BOX.....CALL 
CALL 


NEW EDITSUITE AB-1 
AB ROLL EDIT 
CONTROLLER 


SOn 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 
XV-D1000 


DIGITAL EFFECTS GENERATOR fe 
eDigital Frame Sychronizer 
eDouble Frame Memory 
*Digital Y/C Separation 
°77 Wipe Patterns 
Zoom, Mosaic,Multi-Pic., Strobe 
AL. 


XV-AL100 
VIDEO EDITING SYSTEM 
*All In One Style: 
Edit Controller, Titler, Audio Mixg 
eAuto Edit Programming Ma, 


RC Time Code 
*Dual Mode Shuttle CALL 


RM-E1000T 


EDITING CONTROLL& 
Controls Up TO 

3 Input Sources 
eA/B Roll for Multiple Player Edit 
*8mm RC Time Code 
On Screen Menu 
°10 Page Digital Superimposer 


RM-E700 EDIT Lee 


Panasonic 
PV2501 2HD VCR... 
PV4501 4 HDVCR... 

is] PV45514HDVCR... 





UNDERWATE 
DIVEBUDDY J,II, III 
FOR ALL SONY TR'S 
FULL LINE OF LIGHTS, 
AND ALL ACCESSORIES 
AMPHIBICO INC 


CALL 





AVAILABLE 
FROM 2” TO 
60” WIDE 
SCREEN 


DESKTOPS*NOTEBOOKS 
MULTIMEDIAeMEMORY 
NETWORKING*ACCESSOR 


| AND CLEANING KIT 
| WITH EVERY VIDEO 
PURCHASE 


MOTORMARINE II. 


COLORWRITER 
PRO EDIT 4 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


HRJ220 
HRJ420 


HRVP720....PRICE 


EWA MARINE 


CAMCORDER HOUSINGS 
E176, E187, £174....CALL 


NIKONO 
NIKONOS V W/35mm . $649 
SEA&SE, 


«CALL 


RB-souL 


PAL/SECAM 
MULTISYSTEM 


Panasonic 
AGW-1 MULTISYS 


APT-20 


CZ-200A..... & 


WR2-PRO 
SYSTEM 


PIONEER 
LASER DISC 


CLD-D704.....$689 
CLD-D604.....$589 
CLD-D504.....$379 
CLD-$304.....$309 


play 


CAMCORDERS 


CITIZEN 


M329 2.9” 
COLOR MONITOR 


JX-ED11 


¢ WIRELESS EDITOR 
¢ EDIT/ARRANGE 
° S-VHS & HI-8 


VISIT OUR SUPERSTORE | 
445 STH AVE.@ 39TH ST. 
NY ™ 10016 


CIRCLE NO. 30 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


3 HOUR BATTERY 
*LIFETIME WARRANTY 
FOR ALL CAMERAS 


2 MIC SYSTEM 


MOOLS NI SAINOSSADNOV GNV SSNOHd YV1NT1a9 JO NOILO3Z1gS TINS 



































ELECTRONIC MAILBOX 


THE VIDEO EDITING & PRODUCTION EXPERTS 


-\ 800-323-2325 


10-12 Charles St, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 > TECH ADVICE HOTLINE 516-759-1943 





JXED-11 5 

The World's Easiest Editor! 
If you can press a button, you can 
edit a video! New JVC editor is 
completely wireless-IR remote 
controlled! Exclusive Jog Locator 
Dial helps locate & rearrange 
scenes. No hook-up. Edit anywhere, 


anytime! Works with all 95 
formats inc. S-VHS & His © 99 


JXT66 


AC/DC 


DESKTOP VIDEO EDITING-without the computer! 
. A/B WIPES. . CHROMA KEY. . .AND MORE 


Studio style transitions & incredible special effects in one 
affordably priced, easy to use package! Built in Time Base 
Corrector (TBC) provides true dissolves and A/B wipes 
from one moving picture into another. Real Blue Screen 
Chroma Key superimposes onto moving background 
image. Hundreds of digital special effects including 


599" 


DISSOLVES. . 


strobe, paint, color negative. .. & colorful 
wipes and fades! Stereo audio mixer. 
Works with all formats, incl. SVHS/Hi8. 


AMBICO mate 


$ 


V6350 
Titler 


Superimpose 
titles over live video or on 

B&W background. Features 8 colors, 2 
fonts, 4 sizes & 3 borders. Titles can wipe in/out, 
scroll up/down, crawl & flash. 10 page memory. 

Paco 

Audio Video 
Processor 


=H —_———— 


V6321 Wi 
i | 

Improves picture quality 

during playback or editing. Includes luminance, 

enhancer & color gain controls, DNR, 3 channel 

audio mixer with LEDs, & audio and video fade 

controls. Includes free headset/boom mic. 


SUNPAK 


Memory @iaeiiagias 
Free " 

Nicad Battery with 
Lifetime Warranty 

RB7OUL High capacity 
(2000mAh) gives up to 2 hrs. 
for 8mm & VHS-C camcorders 
from Sony, Pana, JVC and 
Sharp. Features 3 9 
stage LED indicators. 

Also Available: RB8OUL-Same 

as above with ultra high 

capacity (2700 mAh) 569" 
ATTENTION CANON OWNERS 


High capacity (1700mAh) Memory Free Nicad for $395 
Canon camcorders. Slim design, Lifetime Warranty: 


Compact Video Titler 


The lowest priced titler ever offered! 
Features 4 type sizes, 8 page memory, 
scroll and zoom in/out. Plus, it works 
with all formats including S-VHS! 


SALE $99°5 


(reg $119°°) 


Automatic Control 


fades & wipes & au 
out, transitions & 


camcorder. 


CASIO. 


1.8" TFT Active Matrix 
LCD Video Monitor 


S-VHS/Hi8 compatible. 


JXSV55 


JXS300 


Remote Control A/V SVHS Switcher 


3 SVHS/A/V in & out 
Y/C separator Video amp with 800 
lines resolution 


Ultimate S-VHS Production Center 
Special Effects Generator - 16 wipe patterns 
& fade to 8 colors. High resolution Color 


Processor with joystick control. Video 
Enhancer for sharper images. Hi-Fi Stereo 3 
channel audio mixer. 2 inputs/ 2 outputs 
plus switchable monitor out. 
Works with all formats, 
including SVHS/Hi8 


SFX-L 5 


L Editor & 


Special Effects Generator 
Automatically edits your videos w/color 
dio mixing. 
Preprogram Edit Decision List w/ 23 
scenes.On-screen display lists the in & 


SALE 


199” 


(reg $249) 


elapsed time. Requires 
Sony or equiv. Control L $ 


VM50 


For the sharpest, clearest LCD picture 
available today. Casio patented TFT 
active matrix technology provides a 
fantastic picture with phenomenal color 


quality & clarity. Includes moni 


Color Video Printer 


itor stand, 
sun resistant screen, A/V card & lens cap. 


JXS700 


$399 


loops 


Color Titler w/ Special Title Effects 
Put your titles into motion & create unique 
Hollywood effects. Full size keyboard, S-VHS 
& Hi8 compatibility, 12 page memory,8 


colors, 4 sizes,outlining & $499 


boxing. 
' SALE (cop $249") 


249” 


Deluxe Remote Control SVHS Switcher 

7 in, 4 out plus monitor out Y/C separator 
Video amp with 960 lines resolution 
2 signal paths for simultaneous 
dubbing or viewing A/V processor 


“499” 


Special Effects Editor & 
Sound Mixer 


Complete creative editing center 
with color wipes, partial wipes, 
inverse, reverse, crossfades etc. 
Over 100 wipe patterns 
Crossfades one input into next 
Variable wipe & fade speed 
Stereo sound mixer 

2 in/ 2 out SVHS/Hi8 compatible 


Now $499" 


No memory batteries offer a full charge 


everytime! Carefree, no worry! 
Available for all major brands. 


Sale “188° 


(reg. $199) 


Print Images Right Off Your TV 
Screen! 


Print beautiful, clear images from 
home movies, video tapes & TV 
shows. You can even make 
stickers, cards & posters of the 
video images! Take a photo of 
anything on screen, easily. 
Make a photo of a favorite 
scene from your party or 
wedding or make an album of 
prints from videos of the kids! 


SUNPAK 


CZ-200A 
pena Cordless VideoLight 
Auto Sensor, Zoom 
RBE77MF |& Tilt Head. Include: 
battery & charger 


RL-20 compact light 


with 
$69" 
‘29° 


BCR262 


LED65 
LED100 


$499 6.5AH Runs 


(reg $599) 


Remote 
Control 
Auto 
Pan/Tilt 
Head 


AP-200W 


EE 
Mount your camcorder on Sunpak’s pan head, 
place on tripod & get in the action with everyone 
else! Infra-red signal controls pan & tilt plus 

lens zoom & record/pause of Sony, JVC, Hitachi 
& Canon camcorders. sqqag° 
Powered by 6v battery (not included) 








RS200W Optional 20’ remote sensor cord ays 


10AH Runs camcorder approx. 7 hrs. 
Also available: LP650 6. 


49" 


“The Swiss Army Charger” 
BCR262 Automatically 
reconditions & charges two 6v 
batteries, incl. NOMEM. Plus-4 
level LED battery tester 
& Power Supply. AC/DC $79" 
Also Available: BCR10 Charger/ 
Reconditioner for 9.6, 10, & 12v 
batteries, AC/DC $795 


c | 


NOoMEM Camcorder Battery Belt Packs w/ LE LED 


camcorder approx. 5 hrs. 
nee 


5AH 12v 569°" 


Includes ultra- 
smooth fluid 
pan head, gear 
drive & 
positive 
elevation 
center column. 
Opens to 55” 


‘29 


Also available 
U8000 
Deluxe 

model 

opens to 59” 


a 








MNWor Mladic DESK Top WipEO 


AVer Video Editor 


The World’s 1st Plug 
Play & Edit System! 
Just plug into any comport, load 


the software and start editing! 
Here’s what you can do: Edit 
and arrange scenes from any 
Control L or IR camcorder *View 
your video on your VGA monitor 
Capture Picons and make a 
graphical timeline edit decision list *Create awesome 
titles and transitions using Curtain Call « AVer Video 


Editor superimposes your titles over sag9 


the video footage automatically. 


AVerKey3 

Hi-Resolution 

Scan 

Converter 

Display VGA 

output from your computer to any TV or VCR! Provides 
VGA, composite, SVHS & RGB output with resolutions 
up to 800x600. True Plug & Play. Remote control 
operation lets you zoom & pan to any area of the 
screen, plus freeze. Powerful presentation tool. 


AVerKey PC 5299” AVerKey Mac/PC 5399” 


(Gradations 
Sia 


86) emieliies 


Curtain Call Titles 


v2 
1eens 


AVer Video Suite 
Complete 
Windows based 
DTV editing 
system! 


Our fully integrated 

bundle gives you video 

editing, 2D & 3D titling, plus special effects in one easy 
to use package. Custom modified VideoDirector 2.5 lets 
you edit from any Control L camcorder and modified 
Curtain Call lets you add titles, fades, wipes, graphics 
and animation with the click of the mouse. AVer Pro 
broadcast quality display card is rl ve compatible 
with 1MB RAM and flicker fixer. $549" 


The Art of Digital Video. 


Movie Machine Pro 
Turn your PC into a state-of-the- 
art digital video mixer & titler 
for under $500 
18 A/B roll video effects, Chroma 
& Luma keying & more! Built in TV 
tuner. Framegrabber import titles & 
graphics from any Windows ——- 
application & overlay them on video. ON SALE 
$ 00 
Movie Line Motion JPEG Bundle 449 
AFFORDABLE...Non-Linear Editing on your hard drive 
Using high-quality Motion-JPEG compression, this hybrid 
system gives you non-linear editing &/or real time digital 
effects. Bundle includes MM Pro, M-JPEG card plus Adobe 
Premier 4.0LE & Photoshop LE, Autodesk Animator Pro CD & 
Xing MPEG Conversion software. 


Complete bundie only °879°° 


FPS60 

SVHS Hi Resolution 

Non-Linear Editing 

System! 

Turn your home PC into a 

state-of-the-art digital video t 

production studio. Create commercials, highlite films, 
music videos and more! Video capture at up to 
320x480, 30 frames & 60 fields per second. Integrated 
single board solution for super easy installation. Includes 
Adobe Premiere 4.0 LE & Photoshop LE, and Xing MPEG 
Encoder software. 


00 
Works with SVHS & Composite Systems $349 


Fast Video Machine Lite 

A/B Roll Editing Suite w/ Edit 
Control and DVE Effects!! 

Fully integrated system blows away 
higher priced component editing 
suites. Everything you need in one 
ISA card. Can be used for A/B roll, 
A/X roll & audio/video split editing. 
Supports LANC (Sony Control L), 
Control M (Pana 5 pin). The ultimate multi- source editing 
system, supports VITC, RCTC, Rapid, or CTL timecodes. 
Includes 2 integrated frame synchronizers and over 200 pre- 
programmed real time digital video mixing effects. Video 
processing adjusts contrast, brightness, & saturation. S$ 
Create titles, logos & graphics in any Windows appl. 99975 


Multi 1/0 (RS232/422) $2750” 


25 ee 


including cables 


DTV prices fluctuate, Call for current quote. 


GOLD DISK 
= P The #1 Home 
VideoDirector Video pc Editor 


Turns your PC, camcorder 
& VCR into a complete 
video editing system. 
Choose the shots, drag & 
drop into order & press 
“Make Tape” for 
automatic assembly. 
Available for PC or Mac. 


$99°5 


| d MediaStudio Pro 2.0 
U @€G aavancea Non Linear 
Systems Editing Software 
Create full motion digital videos with 
one fully integrated program. Catalog, 
edit, add special effects filters, morph, 
and warp as well as combine video, 
animation still images, anti-aliased 
titling, and audio, all with point and 
click ease. 
*(software only -requires video capture card) 
Special - $20 off MediaStudio Pro 
with any additional DTV purchase 


SALE 


$299°° 


Quadrant Q Motion 100 

Capture video at full-speed 

(60 fields/second) in full-screen 

resolutions (640x480) 

for under $500!! 

Capture, edit & output high-quality 

digital video at a low cost. Powerful 

bitrate control & custom media 

stream bus lets you optimize the 

card to match your system & hard drive performance, 
guaranteeing high-quality results from any system. Incoming 
video can be displayed in real-time on an external monitor or TV 
via composite or SVHS output of card. May be displayed on 
computer monitor, at a reduced frame rate. $499" 


Q-Motion 150: Complete bundle including Adobe Premiere 4,0 LE 
& Photoshop LE & CeQuadrat PixelShrink MPEG Encoder software. 


‘679” 


Now you can capture 
video with your 
Laptop or Notebook 
, computer! High quality still image & 
* video capture card for PCMCIA Type II 
equipped computers! True color frame 
grabbing & video capture (15 Fps, 
320x240 resolution), plus all the 
» software you need to capture video to 


; 4 your harddrive! new!S37Qe° 


Use two wireless mics at the same 
time! The Azden WR2PRO two channel 
receiver automatically mixes the sound from 
both mics. Let us design the perfect two mic 
system for your needs. Complete systems 


including WR2PRO & two 
wireless mics. $399. up 


WR2PRO receiver $4 GQ 


Mic Mixer 

Record and mix sound 
from 3 sources, while 
shooting! Connect 2 
mics plus background 
music to your 


camcorder's audio. CAM3 


$550 


WLXPRO 


Professional VHF 
Wireless 

Mic System 

250’ Range 


$44ag9°° 


WHXPRO-Wireless 
Handheld VHF Pro Mic System *189°° 


ECZ 990 Picks up sound in 
front without side noises. 2 
position zoom/wide. 569" 


PRODUCER SERIES 

111 VHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE SYSTEM 
Delivers superior frequency 
response. Multiple channel 
operation - ten frequencies 
available. Features volume 
control & balanced/ 
unbalanced output - 
interfaces with both video 

| cameras & all sound 

systems. Flexible rubber 


tenna & squelch/mute 
$ 00 an 
299 and up 


Accessory Specials 


Philips top quality SVHS cables with gold tip 
connectors insure a clear, beautiful picture. 


95 
3! $7 (reg. $14.95) 6’ ‘9 (reg. $19.95) 
Attention Panasonic Owners: 


The most popular Panasonic camcorder battery at 
the lowest price ever. 


BP88 2.3 Ah 
95 95 
NOW $29 ea or 2 for ‘a9 (reg. $49.95 ea) 


PowerMax 
Pulse- 
«Charge 


Reconditions & quick charges 
two 6V batteries in one cycle. 
Fastest charge with built in 

overcharge protection! AC/DC 


sPM10 sag® 


ELECTRONIC MAILBOX 


THE VIDEO EDITING & PRODUCTION EXPERTS 


1) [S| 800-323-2325 


30 DAY MONEY BACK SATISFACTION ON 
ALL DTV PURCHASES 

FREE DTV Tech Support (516) 759-1615 
Email Questions to: videoguy@cris.com 
Check Out our World Wide Website: 
http://www.cris.com/~videoguy/ 












One Call = 


sesessss— ™"* GETS IT ALL! 


from the 


CWeet’ 
AUDIO VIDEO | 





AV Receivers DSS 
Separates Camcorders 
Speakers VCR's 
CD's TV's 
Book Shelf Home Theater 
Car Projection 
Portable Laser 
AC3-THX Videonics 
Pro Logic 
Interconnects 


PRICE + DELIVERY + SERVICE 


1-800-663-5255 


FAX: (509) 838-4387 


onecali@iea.com 
www.onecall.com 


7 Days a Week - 7am to 6:30pm PST 
418 W. Riverside - Spokane, WA 99201 


AMERIC, 
ae se 
4 


PO. 'S ACCEPTED CIRCLE NO. 42 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Se A 

















me (| HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8 am to 9 pm 
Sundays 10 am to 6 pm (CST) 


-P.0.’s, C.0.D.’s and Personal Checks Welcome 


COLO NSRP SOR FAC )e 


-24-Hour Order Processing-Friendly, Honest, Knowledgeable Staff-No Sales Tax Outside Texas 
AUTHORIZED DEALER 





COLONEL 


VibeO 
& AUDIO 


Apply today for your 
very own Colonel Video 
and Audio Gold Card! 













Customer Inquiries 


Orders Only (8277) and Service 















candy 24 Hour Fax Line 





‘Authorized Dealer For Everything We Sell 














Full Line Panasonic Dealer 




















8 mm Camcorders VHS-C Camcorders AG-455 8mm Cameorders 
pun waa GR-AW! GR-AX70 VHS-1LUX:12X ZOOM ; ; 
VM-E56A VM-HB6A GRAAXGO eer : Pro-843 Pro-930 
VM-H38A VM-H71A GR-AX37 GR-AX75 Pro-845 
VHS Camcorders Video Recorders VHS Camcorders ALSO AVAILABLE IN PAL/SECAM: 
VM-1700 VM3700A HR-J210 HR-VP616 C413 CC-600 " VCR: Television: Camcorders 
VM-2700A VM-S8200A HR-J410 HR-VP618 CC-547 CC-740 . SEAR EAANONAE A 
j HR-J412 HR-VP710 A] 
Video Recorders HR-J610 HR-$510 AG-1970 Video Recorders 
VIM-1 - HR-VP612 HR-S7100 : i 
) VIM-282A VIF-370A SVHS/VHS VR-507 VR-720HF 
VMF-382A VIF-371A VR-603 VR-800HF 
VIF-482A VIS-772A AG-1290 AG-5700 VR-674 
CT-1384VY Ct=1383VW 
AGS13A AG-S20A 
AG-A96 W4-KBL15 
WU-AVES VW-CG5P 
WJ-AVE7 
MX-1 Digital 
| Video Mixer 
4 input switcher, dual TBC’s, 
' over 200 digital effects and ES-70 ES-1000 
| more! ES-500 At DIGITAL 
| NV-55BX4 ES-750 2 
99" 16:9 Stereo _ ES-800 
| Projection Television ; 
We Carry All Accessories! 
| 
; 
'Editmaker VL-63U VL-E30 G- 341 70AT 
| Sound Mixer Titlemaker VL-L390 VLH-400U 16x9 Wide Aspect Tube 
Processor Plus Thumbs Up VLE-42U VLH-410U Contemporary Console with Digital 


Special Effects! 
Call For 13"-35" Prices! 





| 
) 
| 





JXSV55 JXT88 

JXT88 JX700 : 
Toshiba 
CF35D50 CF30D50 
CX35D60 CF27D50 
CX35D80 CF27D40 
CF32D40 CF27D30 
CX32D60 

WJAVE7 CX32D80 





North America’s Largest LCD 
WJAVES WJTLS Projection Dealer 





peers pie, ray be made fu 7 days of receipt after prior Pee fe reniined merchandise must be in new condition and include packaging and pinied material in original Protect your investment on all your electronic equipment today! Ask us 
unaltered conditions, Returns may be subject to a restocking fee. Shipping and handling charges non-refundable. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Shipping and handling is ‘ Fi 

| extra. These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid in the showrooms or to the customers within a 150 mile radius. If you wish to drive to the stores, please phone ahead for details about our fast and convenient 1-5 Year Warranty Programs 

- to check the in-store price. *Ask for details. Colonel video and Audio, 16451 Space Center Bivd., Houston, TX 77058 Cj/RCLE NO. 21 ON READER SERVICE CARD 






| 
ne 
j 


You won't find a better source for home electronics than USA DIRECT... 
all the oo items you want, all the leading brands you want-— lab Ato Z! 


Tot. (800)959-4434 


fof > 


RETAIL SALE } RETAIL SALE 

oe Model 303... $1200. .$ 848 mt s aR | ‘ KEF , 1450W/PWR SUB .$1300.5 688 

. . THX Preamp/Tuner. . . .CALL rar t q NAKAMICHI... .0R1.$ 930..5 638 
....VR12.._.$ 400..5 278 ' \ 3 MITSUBISHI . . GO” Projection T.V. $3048 

BIC 12” 100W Subwoofer $ 700..$ 419 1G denertn, ° ONKYO . TXSV919THX $2100. 51288 
BOSE... ....FS21PR........ $ 89 : >? fame 6=s»éPSB.. ... Stratus Gold.. $2100. 51488 
CARVER . .THX/AC3 Port TNR/PRE. .CALL : ] SONY. . 32” Trinitron T.V.’s from ..S 777 
HARMON KARDON. . Receivers from. ..$ 200 : | | ners : SONY ES. .tTcwases. $ 700 .5 489 
HITACHI. . . 50” Projection T.V..... $1788 i : : PIONEER . 46” Rear Projection TV... 91.799 
INFINITY . KAPPA Video..S$ 400. .$ 278 | ae : PIONEER ELITE CLD 99 $2400. .S1688 
KLIPSCH EPIC. .cF 4. ..$2500. .$1699 ae i ° VELODYNE 12” Powered Sub $1000. .S 698 
ee Music2....$ 950..$ 528 \ YAMAHA . .. RXV 490, .$ 400..5 288 
a Sl 1V.sfrom...... ha MARANTZ ..CD17...$1200..5 888 


==: 1 








| 
pel Rawr ?aeMITSUBISHI Hontie 
° oninty caw ME Ave: 

{ anwa omer, UBL PSO | =» 
Ht Fiance - WE OFFER MORE! | 
FASE MONTHLY Nati _— " 5 YR. COMBINED FACTORY 
[ ; : WARRANTEE & SERVICE CONTRACT | 

| Shipping & Insurance 
Scheduled Maintenance 
f : | : Price Protection 
New product reviews Performance Guarantee 
Inside industry news 535 Midland Ave., Cables & Interconnects 
Direct international prices . Next Day Delivery Available. 
e Exciting special offers pee NJ 07026 . 
Tips on getting the most Tel (800) 959-HIFI 
from your equipment 
Wika detaek hbtheet nous Fax (800) 411-HIFI sangics| som epee 
technology products boa woh 
All goods covered by original manufacturer's or importer's limited warranty and/or by comprehensive 5 year service contract. Some prices may be affected by prevailing currency exchange rates. Not responsible for us! errors. = 
fee ae Sy cma | ‘ 
es oS e985 2B = 





7” CIRCLE NO. 76 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





SO CONF DENCE DECADE VOU AVEAENEND EN AEGAN IAG GAWIAAROTOR VIDEO 


Family 


214) HOUR) FAX, HOTLINE 


OD 9) ) 3 
BUSINESS) alles: a URS: B -§ THANKSEI D- §:30AME0: 

















51029” 


“8 CCD's 4 Mode auto exposure -RC 
ime code-12x Zoom -Interval recording 


OUR FAWINLY Vi NL as 
ga) D 


‘Color viewlinder +24x Zoom -Hi FI 


1-771/8)-9)9)8).665}0) 
CUSTOMER SERVICE! LINE 
1/-8}0)0)-410)5)-7/4,6'8) 
LOCAL, NY) LIINIE 
W-721|8)-64)5)-.1|2)9)8) 


+20x Optical Zoom -40X Digital Zoom -Eye 
Control Focus «180K Pixel Color View!inder 


Stereo -Hi-8 -Image stabilizer 


CD-1R73, 
CCD-1R33. 
CCD-1R23 

CD-FX730 
CCD-FX630 


CALL 
swwanCALL 
1319.99 
1109.99 
719.99 
be 99 





POP; 
@ 





9- 


u 


ORM AFTER THANKSGIVING 9: i Alle 8 


FRI $:30AM-3:45PM, SUN 1OAM-7PMl, OPEN SATURDAY EVENINGS AFTER THANKSGIVING 6:15PM-10:00PN 


“4"LCD Screen 





YOU! GET THE 





SPECIAL! 


@) 





GOLD LINE 0.42 WIDE ANGLE 


Fits All Camcorders, 


Macro C aes y, Can 


be Used for Day or 
Night Recording 


SPECIAL $169.99 ess 


TRIPODS 


GITZA 
(pra) 


VIDEONICS 


TM-2000 TITLEMAKER . . CALL 
MX-1 MIXER CALL 








VP-1 VIDEO PALETTE 
SE-1 SOUND EFFECTS MIXER 





{ be in original mint condition with 


VIDEO) ACCESSORIE 


BATTERIES 


WE CARRY 
BATTERIES 
FOR ALL 
MAKES AND 
MODELS OF 
CAMCORDERS 


ae bY 4 a 


JX-£D11 EDIT TOOL 
}X-$700 

)X-SV55 
JX-788 Character Generator] 64.99 
JX-T66 Character ( 
JX-$300 AV Selector 
JX-S100 VHS Switcher 





79.99 
379.99 


xcessor...309,99 





jenerator .79,99 
169.99 


64.99 






no CALL 
109.99 
49,99 






ent all May 


SPECIAL! 


SAKAR 3X TELEPHOTO 
Multicoated Optics, 

Super Telephoto, 
Fits all Camcorders 
ONLY......... $99.99 


CITIZEN 


NL1L1iZ 


NEW MARK Il CALL 
CITIZEN M-329 MONITOR PAL 119,99 


NEW CASIO V. 





WIBUILT 

ONTROL & SUNSHADE CALL 

' een 
WIAVET cssssssses 819.99 
WITTLZ cesssssesn 259,99 
WI-MX50. CALL 
WI-MX30 1744.99 
AG-A96. 349,99 
CT-1384Y os 254.99 

CTT BBAVY varsccssssseseeses 289,99 





ot Credit 






MoM re for shipping and Randling ch 


id less Shipping & Handling Charg 





SLV-R1000, ...1.869.99 
SLV-S4QHF .o11349.99 
SLV-780HF .....344.99 
SLV-740HF 001.279.99 
SLV-640HF 264.99 
SLV-440 snd 4,99 
SLV-340 .essssre 189,99 
SL-HF2000 

SL-5600 nnn 


MER 


VL-L95 


*Flextzone AF/AE -Optical image stabilizer 
“Control L Jack « Color Viewfinder 


VM-ES10A sssse 
VM- E4I0A... 


51009” 








(ALL 












VCRS 


V-S7 ae ood 384.99 


PV-54580 . 
PV-4570 












339.99 
99 





9 AG-1300.... 
AG-5700..... 


159.99 AG-W1.... 

















60. VIDE 


GV-B055Z.... 
GY-8020 
GV-4060.... 
GV-4020 sernsersos 
GV-401. 




























OF OUR PRO 
SVERVITING We 


S/\LS) we cuaranres Low 





109499 
CALL 
117499 cLD.v7 
1489.99 | CLD, 








*S-VHS +100x Zoom -HI Fi Stereo 
Effects 
CALL 
CALL 
1649.99 





DUCTS Mis SAND) Mell 
SEEE TS PACU ON aa Slal 











CLD-D504..... 
CLD-S304. 
CLD-5104.. 


D-V850 











Money Orders should be sent to 1961 CONEY ISLAND AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 112. 








23. Allow 4 weeks for Persona 





CLD.VB60 caso. 














689.99 
1579.99 
369.99 


VSX-D3S ... 
VSX-D9035 sss 
VSX-D7045 sn.524.9 
VSX-604S 
9 VSX-5 
VSX-454 a 
SX-BOBR vsnssares 49; 
9 SX-253R vajress 39. 
err Oa 


«1089.99 





wecks and Money Orders, Merchandise 







PD-F1004..... 
PD-F904.. rv 
PD-F5}..... 


PD-TMB wessne 


PD-DM802.... 


PD-M703 sesso 


PD-M603 


Returnable 1 





: ; CDP-CX151... 
oR: (9g, CPCI O and 
184,99 STRD7 a 
709,99 |) VRTOSHFoacnnnCALL  VR-GOBAHF...nn.CALL YE STR. TK 615 cn 
VR-671 weCALL IB STR-D565 TC-WR665... 
174.99 7 VR67 TCWR565... 
Re Mi g MOP-650, TC-WR465 
vl 59: MDP-550. TC-WR365. 
e HS-U7 TSU Sl =U ae CALL " XLM-3171N... seenCALL 
ASOGGO VI-FA94A CALL Boe XL-F2I1TN sou 79.99 
HS-U560 ssrisseitnnssiendd eth - of XL-GMB00TN 479,99 
wALL ’ ; 
vw CALL TD-RABITNosnnsnsennnonnesCALL 
CALL TD-WTITIN .snsnsnieul 9999 
os 5 VI-M294A.. TD-W3I7N sisiennannned 44,99 
H6-U510 ansonrnnmnaannd19.99 feng XLMC100 issn 
AL TS UA 29999 VTA XUMSISIN cscs CALL TOW2IIN yn 2499 
eoCALL BE HSUN O.nasnininninCALL fl VEMIQOA... XLMATTTN nn T-W66TN soars 24,99 


within 7 days tor retund or exchange, Alt returns must 
s are good for phone and mail order only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Some items carry International Warranties. USA products vary in cost. PRICES VALID. UNTIL END OF MONTHLY ISSUE, DCA¥ 0898874 


PRICES) & EXCELLENT SERVICE! 


HOME AUDIO 


SONY. Panasonic ad RPIONIGCER:’ 
Sa 


PD-MA23 134.99 
139999. PDAPL cova. CAL 
1314.9 

F499 CENTERS un 8999 
288 TN EQERS ul39.99 
199.99 

199.99, CEWSOAR 12999 
139.99 CTEWHOAR snl 19.99 










259,99 
“Sp999. MHC-C3OS... 
159.99 MHCCAOS... 
Bs C605 verse CALL 
129.99 MHC.C7EX.......729.99 
woCALL- MHC-C9EXPKG.,.CALL 


SPEAKERS 


319,99 
379,99 





/ADVIN. 


BOSE 


(@) PIONEER 


The Art of Entertainment 


‘ALL FOR 


c 
OUR FREE 
CATALOG! 


Photo & Video 





CIRCLE NO. 35 ON READER SERVICE CARD 




















_— BOSE ANG SIl PIECE ACOUSTIMASS SYSTEM °399 
BOSE AM4 PIECE ACOUSTIMASS SYSTEM $449 

AM-7 BOSE AM5 

200 WATT s dada pe ee 

SUBWOOFER 00W FLOORSTI 

SATELLITE 

SYSTEM 

+ Acoustimass Bass 

Module W/ Two 54" 


Woofers * Magnetic 
pairs ding 


TELEVISIONS, VCRs, 
LASERS, AND PAL 
CAMCORDERS 110-220 
VOLT + 50-60 CYCLE 
PAL-SECAM- 
MESECAM-NTSC-FORMAT 


SHERWOOD 
SPECIAL 


HTS-100 


TVIe 
1. Dolby®+ Pro-Logic A/V Receiver 
60WX2 Stereo) « 50WX3+20W 
2-6'" Subwoofer 3-1 Center Satellite 
4-2 Front Satellites 5-2 Rear Satellites 
6-Remote Control Includes 
Step-By-Step Instruction Video 
COMPETITOR'S PRICE 


Authorized Dealer For: 


A: CELESTION Fae /INDVENT NI ald/s enc 
@ICOUNTERFONT @ BLAUPUNKT 
@HITACHI pp PHILIPS moe SONY 


‘ TV BaNakamichi TAGE 
S Sherwood MOBILE SOUND ETC... 


331 Route 4 West 


Paramus, NJ O7652 
MONDAY- FRIDAY 10-9:30 SATURDAY 10-9 » CLOSED SUNDAY 


22 Route 22 West 
Springfield, NJ 07081 
MONDAY- FRIDAY 10-9:30 SATURDAY 10-9 « SUNDAY 10-7 


1% : i‘ 577 Route 10 East 
sLnane,. () PIONEER [a Ste ‘ivingston: Nv O7039 
; z f . E 10-9+ DA 
Reeders eas 8 Rich Soe = ets heen Suneene. OS Wawra ais HABLA ESPANOL 








; STORE HOURS | 

AVAILABLE ‘dua "7 a SUNDAY 10-6 | 
MON-THURS 8-9 

INFORMATION # ot Re FRIDAY 9-3 
CALL 718-265-6800 : . SATURDAY Closed 


24 Hr, FAX LINBS-265-1754 tie : ig CUSTOMER SERVICE 
, . : CALL 718-265-1723 


HOURS 
M-TH 11-5 ° F 11-4 


FOR ORDERS ONLY 
USA & CANADA 





























Panasonic 
PY1O5 *20:1 Zoom 


*1 Lux 
* Color 
Viewfinder 











+ 4" Monitor io 
+ 24X Zoom * Stabilizer 
de Built in Be road 
Speakers s607™ 
HB CONSUMER LINE PRO INDUSTRIAL 
*Steady Shot 7 : pie ae Eee 
CCD TR600 CCD TR82 : 
CCD TR400 CCD TR73 
CCDTR100 CCD TR70 
CCDTR93 CCD TR33 
CCDTR91 CCDTR23 : : : 2000) : ay, L f 
CCD TR83_ _ CCD FX230 : : atv ut EVs : YARDS §—ctw-70aRs 
bi ~ CALL 
ALL FOR BEST PRICE!! SLHF- ALL ARGES 


a. MITSUBISHI RECEMERS | CO PLATERS 
VSX-453 PD-F1004 
350 VSX-454 PD-F904 
- VSX-D504S PD-F51 
+ Hi-8 Format ‘ “ALL VSX-D604S | PD-TM3 
* 24X Zoom - C “ALL -650.. a VSX-D704S PD-DM802 
* Stabilizer j - -760.. VSX-D903S | PD-M703 
* Color ’ E ue VSX-D3S PD-M603 


Viewfinder 

* DSP Ill 
CALL!! z “497 GV-B050. 
VME-310A VMH-59A 97 GV-a020 RECEIVERS CD PLAYERS TAPE DECES 
5 a . . D 1 db t. 
VME-410A VMH-81A 8000.0 ALL GVB08O 747 fl STHO-1015 CDPC-265TOWR.665S 
VME-510A VMH-710A i een ae STRD-865  CDPC-445 TCWR-465 


2 STRD-665  CDPC-545  TCW-365 
VMH-38A — VMH-810A STRD-565 CDPC-745 —- TCK.615S 


i = STRD-365  CDPC-910 —_TCK.461S 
ALL FOR BEST PRICE!! : 5 ; : 279 STRG-3 CDPC-X151 CALLIN! 







































































































































































XLV-261TN 
XLM-317TN 
XLM-417TN 
XLF-215TN 


CHANGING ENTERTAINMENT. AGAIN. LREs | XLM-5O9TN TDW-209TN. 

CC190 CC600 PRO844 PRO932 poh . “CALL ra KENWOOD + YAMAHA 

CC414. = CC612_ = PRO845 PRO942 504. j ‘ ‘ eae Y TECHNICS» BOSE 

CC420 CC616 PRO846 PRO944 -507,. ALL VES : i Be pst Conia VEGA 
CC620_ PRO884 CALL!!! oe 419 » Holiday Spoctaistt | 


























VIDEO BAGS 329 nee production switcher, 
IAMRAC * LOWEPRO « MIZCO & a mixer, frame synchronizer/TBC (Time 


up fs Base Corrector) & special effects generator. 
AMOND + EMPIRE + DOSKOCIL SFX. HOP PRES TWX iisivy ests $cc Froadcast spe. Over 200 erect 
worowacome ure Wil sree ee a ree er 
mye, ver Tt mn 
ANNIE pm AIA Pas Holds 8,000 characters on hundreds of pages. 
EDIT SUITE 1: EDIT 


Supports control-L, control-M, RS-232, RS-422, consumer & 


ro VCR interfaces. State of the art AB roll edit controller. 
VIDEO DIRECTOR forks with MX-1 for A/B/C/D roll editing. 





é are mail order prices only. In store pnces may vary. Hf you are planning on coming to the store, please call in advance to reserve merchandise for pickup. We welcome all major credit cards with no surcharge. COD welcome , money order and cerfied checks. Allow 2-3 weeks for personal check clearance, Please I 
for prior retum authorization # before shipping. Shipping and handling is non refundable. All retums subject to restocking fee, and must be retumed in original box, and in original mint condition, with unfiled warranty cards. No exceptions. Some items listed are imported and do not carry Manufacturer's warranty. in most cases Coast 
Provides its own warranty. USA manufacturer's warranty may be additional. Not responsible for typographical errors. Above prices supercede all others, and remain in effect until next month's issue. Standard shipping for handling &insurance prices. Thank you for shopping Coast to Coast, where service is the most! jf 











© ABE'S: 


alee 
1979 cvectaoncs OF MAINE 
1957 CONEY ISLAND AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11223 


i“ INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED! 
7 ORIGINALLY FROM OLD ORCHARD BEACH MAINE 


Orders and Inquiries can now be E-Mailed to us at: ABEMAINE@aol.com 


BETA VCRS 
SLHF2000...n GALL SL-$600....0.00 


LASER DISCS 
MOP-650....00GALL MDP-550.....0.GALL 
RECEIVERS 
STR-D1016.....429.99 STR-D716.... 
STR-D965..... 
STR-D865..... 

ALL SONY. AUD PRODUCTS CARRY USA WARRANTY 
COMPACT DISC 
COP-CX151.....459.99 CDP-C446.......204,99 
CDP-C910.......949.99 CDP-C366........179.99 
COP-C745.....284.99 CDP-C346.......174,99 
CDP-C545.....249.99 CDP-C266.......169.99 

§ CASSETTE DECKS 
TCK-6156.......289.99  TC-WR566......169.99 
TC-WR665.....224.99 TC-WR466.......139.99 
TC-WR365. CALL 


MINI COMPONENT SYSTEM 
MHC- fe 329.99 MHC-C606......449.99 


CALL 


STEADY SHOT IMAGE STABILIZER 


PROGRAM AUTO EXPOSURE 219.99 


HOVER 500 LINES RESOLUTION 
700M 


b. @))20:1 DI 


SONY VHS VCRS 


SLV-R1000.........CALL SLV-740.... 
SWV-940. 874,99 SLV-64 
SLW-780.......044,99 SLV-440.. 
SLV-340..... 

8MM VCRS 
EV-S7000......1499.99 EV-C200.. 


CAMCORDERS 

* CCD-VX3......2949.99 CCD-1R73......559.99 
ak DCR-VX700......CALL CCD-TR33......489.99 

CCD-TR3000....CALL CCD-TR23......469.99 
* CCD-1R700 1029.99 CCD-TRV70 1319.99 
bi CCD-TR600...819.99 CCD-TR V40.. 859.99 
 d CCD-TR400....719.99 CCD-TR V30 ..699.99 

CCD-TR100....669.99 CCD-FX730V..639.99 
* CCD-TR9S......669.99 CCD-FX630....524.99 
bf COD-TR83..... 599.99 CCDSCS...... 69,99 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


WITHIN 7 DAYS OR 


MONEY BACK 


-S90... 
ALL SONY VCR 


JVC PROFESSIONAL 
GY-X2BU CAMCORDER. vo GALL FL STEREO, AUDIO/VIDEO DUBBING 
BR-S378 S-VHS VCR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZER 

fa) 9°°S360 S-VHS VCR B 
} TM-130 8 


GE STABILIZER, BUILT-IN LIGHT, 
ai REMOTE, TITLER 
CLEANER 


ALWCAL i COMPONENTS CARRY USA WARRANTY! 


DIGITAL STABILIZER 
D 1120 DIGITAL Z00M CD PLAYERS 
OLOR VIEWFINDER 
b>. @f BUILT-IN LIGHT 
REMOTE CONTROL 


XL-MC100..... 
YLMG15. 
YLMAI7.. 
CASSETTE DECKS 
TO-V6GITN.....29999 TO-W3I71N....159.99 
TD-RA6tTN.. 
~orgiagg TOLWTIZTN...21999 XDZ507TN 
BS “9.99 mn Sonam eh 
MO RSG gy MULTTO.. $8800 MOLC200. 
CR’S MC550.....42099-NXS20..... 
RAPH2....19999  YIDEO PERIPHERALS 
P60 nen 29999 JNCEDTY EDIT TOOL 9,99 
JA20 nn 184,99 JKST 
Be220 onan? 99 
Pe ABY 289.99 
PEA sonc1BA99 











Character Generator... 
166 Character Generator. 
JX-$300 AV Selector. 
JX-$100 VHS Switcher... 
ALL WV 





Hl 
Hl 
Hi 
Hl 
Hi 
Hi 

















RA2L ssn 14,99 
ILL USA WARRANTY! 


fe | 
99.99 
ScW- Color Titer. CALL 

* SED-IR Infrared Video Editor109.99 | 


} Ses P PC Editor w/control was 99 - 
* SSM - Stereo Sound Mixer... 44.99 } TM-2000 TITLEMAKER 1 CLD-V750 KARAOKE 


CLD-A100 INTERACTIVE 


CASSETTE DECKS 
CT-W704RS......214,99 CT-WSO4R........189.99 
sno l49.99 CT-WA04R... 


SK 4 FX Video Edit... 
* SFX-5 Video Pro Matic... 


SH25RR.. 
SX 


COMPANY POLICY Lie ‘are phone and 
Ched Personal Checks and Money Orde 


Quantities limited, We reserve the right to limit qu Not responsible for typographical errors. oe al are Valid 


RECEIVERS 











CALL FOR OUR FREE CA TAL OG! 


PRICES VALID UNTIL END OF MONTHLY ISSUE 


ASK ABOUT 


OVERNIGHT de 


DELIVERY 


vv h59.99 
99.99 


489.99 PV-91 
PANASONIC VCR'S 
669.99 PV-4561 . 


FALL PV-4554 no 
vwdT4.99 PV-4514 
309.99 PV-4511 
284.99 PV-4501.. 





PRO ACCESSORIES 
WU-AVE? 849.99 Wu-MX30.......1744.99 
WU-AVES 349,99 


ALL CAMCORDERS 
COMPLETE & 
FACTORY PACKED 
WITH BATTERY, 
CHARGER, ADAPTOR, 
CORDS, ETC. 


0G SHUTTLE CONTROL, 
5 HEADS, FLYING ERASE HEAD CALL 
F382 ALL 


vw DALL 
CALL 
vee DALL 
CALL VL-L65U. 


L POA 004. 


the eles Und Lk pee head to check in store avilabilty and get the name of the salesman you — To order use Visa, Mastercard, A 
free har rchandise is brand new. ppit I mi 
Manufacturer's price changes. Products offered carry International Warranty unless otherwise stated. USA Products Vary In Cost. 


«change or refund less ship 5 5% restocking fee 


TOLL FREE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE LINE 
For Inquires on orders already placed and 
ipping information from 9:30am-5:00pm EST 


1-800-992-2379 





SHOP NOW FOR CHRISTMAS AND CHANUKA 


DIGITAL IMAGE STABILIZER 
1 LUX, AUTO LENS COVER 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 


INDUSTRIAL QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 
12:1 OPTICAL/100:1 DIGITAL ZOOM 
DeaTAL SPECIAL EFFECTS 


VL MOUNT INTERCHANGEABLE: 
LENS SYSTEM, DIGITAL 
SPECIAL EFFECTS 

IRC TIME CODE,HI-8 

HIGH SPEED SHUTTER 
IE 


L-2 ACCESSOmESS 
CL8-120 15X Zoom Lens 9: 
: me 


CL8.7-69 8X Lers...... . 

CL5-15 Wide Angle ZOOM........ss0B9.99 
CL-250 Super Telephoto Lens 539,99 
CL10-100 10X Image Stabilizing Lens ...2899.99 
CL2X Doubler....... 289.99 
EOS VL Adapter....... ww DALL 
FS-72U Filter Set... ARG: sooo OALL 
RS-1000 Rain Shield..... 99.99 
HC-2000 Hard Case. sons 8Q99 

ES-5000 ACCESSORIES 

$K-10 Sports Pack CALL 
CB-900 Car Battery Adapter....... CALL 
Lithium lon Battery Packs... wo GALL 


CALL TOLL FREE! IN NY & OUT OF STATE WE ALSO CARRY PAL! 


-800-528-2237 


Mon-Thur Until Nov. 27......9:30am-10:30pm 
Mon-Thur After Nov. 27 9:30am-11pm 


Sat Eve After Thanksgiving .. 6 15pm-10pm 


LOCAL & OVERSEAS 
Call 1-718-645-1818 


FAX NUMBERS 
wd -718-998-5216 
718-382-8596 


NO SURCHARGE 
ON CREDIT CARDS! 


HI-RES COLOR VIEWFINDER 
IMAGE STABILIZER, DIGITAL RECORDING 
10:1 0PTICAL/20:1 DIGITAL ZOO! 


DIGITAL TIME BASE CORRECTOR, 
JOG/SHUTTLE, ASSEMBLE EDITING, 
FRAME ACCURATE EDITING, AUTO HEAD 
CLEANER, HI-FI STEREO, 3 LUX 





PANASONIC PRO VCR’S 
AG-1980.... wo GALL 


AG-1970 
AG-5700 
AG-W1...... 
AG-1300.... 
AG-1290. 


CAMCORDERS 
ES-1000....949.99 £5-550 
CALL ES-90.. 
CALL ES-80.. 


GENERAL ACCESSORIES 
PB-100 Portable Battery Charger 59.99 


MC-100 4 Battery Charger CALL 
VL-7 Video Light 

VL-20 Video Light. 

ZM-100 Zoom Microphone. 

MM-100 Mixing Microphone 

ED-100 Video EditOr........ssssse 
2R-100 Zoom Remote Controller. 

FS Series Filter Sets 

SF-200 Sports Finder..... 

VK-U1 Video Backpack 

GB-100 Grip Bet 

SK-U1 Sports Pack 

Canon Batteries 








CO.VDEO 


DUAL DECK VCR’S 


ALL PIONEER COMPONENTS COME WITH USA WARRANTY! 
COMPACT DISCS 


von GALL 
CALL 
CALL 
GALL 
CALL 


M-329 MKIICOLOR MONITOR .. CALL 
M-938 3.8" COLOR MONITOR 189.99 
CITIZEN M-329 MONITOR PAL 119,99 
NEW CASIO VM-570 COLOR 
MONITOR W/BUILT IN SPEAKER 


VOLUME CONTROL AND 
SUNSHADE CALL 


ite Blanche. COD orders welcomed or mail in Bank, Cashiers or Certified 
fon, packing, papers and unfilled warranty cards. NO EXCEPTIONS, 
toll ree, DCA# 0898874 


* 


ere area Err ge eg Gy eS 





enn] ES essa 
AUG To ORDER CALL TOLL FREE! 


Ml IN-15 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 
BRINGING YOU THE FUTURE OF ELECTRONICS TODAY! | BO 512 3224 
203 Route 22 East, Greenbrook NJ 08812 STORE HOURS EDT " 2 % 


Be al New Jersey Resident add 6% Sales Tax 


|New York Prices......With New England Service! | 30am 3 ay 
4 FOR INFORMATION... 1-908-424-1101 ak oA GOB4DM1101 (tt feay OPEN Bi evipcy | Swope A scoRtoRare 


=) 4 HR FAX ORDER LE 1408-424115 CUSTOMER SERVICE... -anea-n0g (2t...22.e0] EIUTNG Miia Weitties (eer 
_SOIN THE THOUSANDS OF SATISFIED BEACH CUSTOMERS! WELCOME TO “TOTAL USA WARRANTY” AT THE LOWEST LEGITIMATE PRICES 


Our Advertised items include Full USA Manufacturers Warranty which means all merchandise is Brand New, Factory Fresh and is Warrantied by the Manufacturer & 
0 are the same items you will find in your local video/electronics store, but at much lower prices and door to door service! Shop Beach and buy what you want to buy! Our 


friendly Sales Associates will make you a lifetime customer! Let Us Make You Happy Shop Beach! Wishing you a healthy and happy holiday season! 


I. Canon —Panasonic;- SONY. _- SHARP __ VIDEONICS 


le" TOP RATED 
We 


OPTICAL <=, o.0Rs 


IMAGE STABILIZER ‘Vie WINDER Agr | ; ey "Ti speak WITH ONE OF OUR EDITING PROS AT BEACH 
¢ | ( : 


UMBS UP. 
AB-{ EDIT SUITE CONTROLLER 


iW SHARP REBATES 
Hi-8 Viewcam, 4” Color LCD Screen, VIDEO NECESSITIES 
270° Variable Angle Recording FX/M EDITOR 

PRO EDIT 5... 

PRO EDIT 4.. 

IR AUTO ED/| 

2 PRO EDIT 3.. 
CALL F “99 | ISCREENWRITE 


“4000 
SONY CCD-TR-3000 canconoeR. CALL 0 euelsel sale 


; , -189.99) WE WILL MEET OR BEAT YOUR 
PV-4514 4 wean, HEAD CLEANER .. i x LOWEST LEGITIMATE PRICE 
PV-4561 avn me.ins....25999] ON ANY SONY PRODUGT! DESKTOP VIDE 
508) HI FIMTS, BILINGUAL. .269. “SA” CAMCORDERS GOLD DISK VIDEO DIRECTOR 
LENSES FOR STOCK PV-4564 2 vcr CONTROLS, HIF! .........319. “100 ‘ALL EVS-5 IVM-E310 covor VIEWFINDER .... EW Shee ve ae 
CLS-15MM, CL10-100MM, CL250MM, P\-4566 s-vHs, Joc SHUTTLE.. i e IVM-E410A 24:1 200M, Els, 16:1 FAD! AVER VIDEO SUITE 
BOS VL ADAPTER, CL-2X, 8X ZOOM CALL PVS-4566 s-vis, HiFi, Ver PLUS .......379. IVM-E510A 270k chip, cur VieWFINDER, ES, bee 


i AVER PRO... 99.99 
PVS-4580 s-vHs, TRC, 0, HIFl......679, i ( iy CALL US FOR ALL YOUR EDITING NEEDS 


ED 


CAMCORDERS AND VCR'S 


'VT270 4 HEAD, FRONT AW CA SONY, PANASONIC, JVC, 
'VT282 4 HEAD, vcr PLUS . SHARP. AIWA, AKAI 


'VT284 4 HEAD, vcr PLUS . "| 
'VT370 4 HEAD, HIF! STERE FULL INVENTORY AT THE LOWEST PRICES 


A a | - Nikor. 
GRAROD en s” 1-GO.VIDEO hwy stttesmen ms: 


GRAX-700 cotor.. . D = ; “USA” DUAL DECK VCR: VIN-360 SAME AS SONY CCD-TROS .. 


d ? : GV8020 smm vis. 669.99 
USA Manufacturer's Warranty Included! | Be GV8050 Pc compariate 


GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! co = Pp 


























GV 3020. 


\G-195 VHs DIGITAL EFFECTS ..... 
EVW-300 sco His PRO CAMCORDER .. 
SVO-2000 svis eoir ver 
IRM-250 epit conTROLLER.. 
PVW-637 BeTACAM sP CAM 
DFS-300 ome switche 
354Q, 19540 cotor monitors .. 





WANT TO BUY A MITSUBISHI VCR? CALL US? 





PRO 844 bss 200M, FEH,1 LUX... 
PRO 846 24:1 200m, CoLoR ViEWFINDER ...... NEW! 
PRO 932 24:1 200M, COLOR VIEWFINDER, EIS Ne % j 
PRO vas 26:1 ACT ¢ VIEWFINDER, Eis .NEW! oe, ee a " USA BEGINNERS VIDEO TRiPoD MOD CHEANER VIDEO LGHT DELUXE CLEANING KIT AND, 
603 tow ms, sux mA ! s PACKAGE ‘USA WARRANTY! $300 VALUE! [ONLY 
Includes: HIGH POWER EXTRA BATTERY, 6 VIDEO TAPES, DELUXE CAMCORDER CAS! 
fo USA ADVANG STRAP, FULL SIZE VIDEO TRIPOD, VIDEO REWINDER, VIDEO LIGHT, CAR CORD ADAPTER, U 
PACKAGE PROTECTION FILTER DELUXE CLEANING KIT & USA WARRANTY! A450 VALUE 
414, 420, 422, 547... e a0 
VCRS | ; Includes: 2 HIGH POWER EXTRA BATTERIES, PRO DLX CAMCORDER CASE, PRO DELUXE 
Bee ree tL. Lew mremeeetinng USA a NAL a TRIPOD, 10 VIDEO TAPES, CAR CORD ADAPTER, LX VIDEO WIDE LENS, 
RCA DSS SATELLITE... ECORDER RM-G800 CONTROLLER... ALL DLX THREE PIECE FILTER KIT, DELUXE CLEANING KIT & USA WARRANTY! A $650 VALUE! 


‘All merchandise is brand new, factory fresh and Include USA Manufacturers Warranty. Prices quoted are for Mail Order Only. Satisfaction Guarantee Exchange or Refund less shipping and handling within 15 days of receipt of merchandise only if returned in original factory package, in mint condition, and unfilled warranty cards. 
Please call 908-424-1103 for Return Authorization Number before returning product. Non-defective merchandise returned for refund will be subject to a restocking fee; 10% if box has been opened. FREE CASE & TRIPOD W/EVERY CAMCORDER PURCHASE THIS MONTH ONLY. Prices through End of Monthly Issue. 
Prices advertised are subject to Additional Standard Shipping Charges, Please call for details. Prices are subject to verifiable manufacturer's price increases and decreases. All major credit cards gladly accepted, no surcharge. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Thank you for shopping with Beach, Please tell your 
friends about our great service! Retail store prices may differ. VM12-95. 


AJAZDEN BESCOR 








iOANI HOA COV9-896-206 1172 ‘WNOOUMOHS SIINGULI414 ‘WAAINY ‘AALNdINO?D ‘OAGIN UNC LISIA 














A DIVISION OF VIDEOLAND, INC. 
ORDER 7 DAYS A WEEK! Mon-Fri 8:30 - 7pm Sat: 8:30 - 5pm Sun 12-5pm 


cma = 


ee oe HITACHI eB 


ASKART 










Svs 4 


Call for the entire SONY ct from 2 for a 
camcorders at Guaranteed lowest prices! GR-AX900, GR-AX800,GR-AX700 All types of new Palmcorders! 


TOP OF THE LINE HI-FI STEREO VCRs 


SONY =z Panasonic— HITACHI TOSHIBA] 





VM-E410A, VM-E510A, VM-H81A VL-E47,VL-H420u, VL-E37 

















‘ 













Eight Head Hi-Fi Stereo VCRs | 
M-781 DNR, Pro-Drum Edit Control Univ jog | 
| 







industrial Sony VHS VCRs 


SVO-1410 Shuttle, Edit, 4 Head Mono. 
$V0-1610 Shuttle, Edit. 4 Head Hi-Fi Stereo 


Call for the complete line of Sony VHS VCRS 


Six Head Hi-Fi Stereo VCRs 
7% VT-S772A S-VHS, Edit Control Univ jog Rem. 
7% VT-UX605AS-VHS, Edit, VCR+, Cab. Cont., Jog 
= VT-F494A Auto Clock, Cable Cont. illum. Rem | 
7% VT-F391A Auto Clean, VCRPlus+, Multi-Remote 


ory Hitad 


4 Six Head Hi-Fi Stereo VCRs 
7 HR-S7200 S-VHS, Cab. Cont., Univ jog Rem. 
7 HR-S5200 S-VHS, Edit, Univ Rem. more 4 PV-S4566 S-VHS, Edit, Univ Rem. more 

J HR-VP720 Jog Remote, Cable Cont., Rand Edit | 4 PV-4564 Dyna Head, Cable Cont. Univ Rem 

7 HR-VP624 VcRPlus+, Cable Cont,, On-Screen | PV-4562 Dyna Head, VCRPlus+, Multi-Remote 


ices On Every JVC VCR! 


i Six Head Hi-Fi Stereo VCRs | 
7) PV-S4580 S-VHS, TBC VCRplus+ Univ jog Rem. | 













M-761 VHS, Edit, VCR+, Cab. Cont., Jog 
M-751 Auto Clock, Cable Cont. tllum. Rem 
M-661 Six Head, VCRPlus+, Multi-Remote 


hi VCR!) | ranteed Lowest Pri 













Gu 





teed Lov 





1 Every Panasonic VCR! 














CD PLAYERS 


Select from Single, 5 Disc, 
or 100 Disc CD Changers! 


PowerVideo has all the major brands 
when it comes to CD Changers. Choose 
from over 100 different models from 
the top manufacturers—all at the 
guaranteed lowest prices! 


SONY. 


| PERSONAL ELECTRONICS 


Call today for the guaranteed =PIONEER’ » 


lowest price on our entire 
selection of Dual Sided Laserdisc 
Players or Karaoke Laserdisc 


prices on THX, Dolby Surround AC-3, and Dolby Pro-Logic Home 

Theater receivers. Choose from the largest selection of audio processors, 
amplifiers, and pre-amps or receiver fo complete your Home Theater. Power 
Video only carries the finest from the industry leaders—al at incredible savings. 

































Call us for the entire selection of 
main channel, center channel, 

surround channel and subwoofer 
speakers— all at the guaranteed 
lowest prices. PowerVideo also 
recommends 






Players from the industries top Z ee fe : 
manufacturers. Delivering up to ~ abyss ap 76a dbvae. B35 E i. _ iB 
425 line horizontal resolution een Arte ta 7b 
and CD quality audio, the Panasonic , CALL FOR THE LARGEST SELECTION ees 
laserdisc represents the ultimate . F OF SONY BRAND MINI-SYSTEMS Cable to 

in picture and sound! man © CD CLOCK RADIOS © DISCMAN 

oe © WALKMAN © MIN-DISC RECORDERS complement 





and complete 


CORDLESS PHONES © WORLD BAND 
your home audio/ sie syed 


RADIOS AND MUCH MORE! 





PowerVideo Policy: Prices good for mail order only. Shipping and handling are extra. Any Return or exchange must be made within 7 days of receipt of merchandise. Prior Authorization is required for any return or exchange 
only. All Return Authorization Numbers are issued directly from Customer Service. All returns are subject to10% restocking fee provided the box is unopened and in original condition. Shipping and handling charges are non-refundable. 









© All products are factory sealed— | 
no demos or refurbished goods. | 

© Overnight shipping available 

© School and Government 


Customer Service: 713-772-4400 Fax: 713-772-6500 iy one 


Cano 





Hlexi-Zone AF/AE, 20X Zoom Exclusive Eye Control Technology! Call for 
Canon camcorders at Guaranteed prices! We Carry ES-800, ES-600, ES-90 Hi-8, 40X Zoom , Color ViewFinder Industrial Panasonic Cams All Types of New JVC Camcorders! 


BIG SCREEN TELEVISIONS 
HV, aTOSHIBA 












Lenses © Lights © Filters ¢ Extended Batteries © Tripods 
© Carry Cases © Marine Packs © Color LCD Monitors © Blank Tapes 
The ultimate accessory connection 

for chargers, Velbon and Bogen tripods, 
lights by Sima and Canon, filters, lenses, 


Azden microphones, soft and hard cases, (BB 





















Select from 5" TVs to 240" Big Screen Televisions 


‘e Guaranteed! 
your order. 
a pallet— 


SZ=GOVERRRICE- 


ea SHIBA 
| 4 Y 32" Tube TY 27" Tube TV 
il Enter my subscription to pears poled 
| - 2 , VIDEO now! 


: (X-32E70 —CV-27048 
| INCORPORATING SONOLIMEE 










































ves Be! 1 year (10 issues) for $9.97-$1.00 a copy! 51E80 or 16:9 TW-56D90! 
XCLUSIVE ie : 2 years (20 issues) for $18.97-95¢ a copy! 
| sont achoee Test® ce 3 years (30 issues) for $26.97-90¢ a copy! 
) ne 
FIRST LISTEN ac-3 s Name 5 
| “ (please print full name) BM3A 
.«6—ClUc a Address 
eee 
1 City 
WI-AVET 
State Zip W... 














CHECK ONE: (] Payment enclosed (Bill me 
*e VIEWED Canadian orders add $7.00 per year (includes 7% GST); foreign 


Lt 
mete orders add $7.00 per year; payment in U.S. funds must accompany \ 
yabeacsle order. Please allow 30 to 60 days for delivery of first issue. anasonic 
Would you like to receive special offers from qualified users of our 
mailing list? OQ Yes Q)No 

















bject to credit card verification and 
old carry a full manufacturer warranty. 



























Industrial Sony VHS VCRs 


$VO-1410 Shuttle, Edit. 4 Head Mono. 
SV0-1610 Shuttle, Edit. 4 Head Hi-Fi Stereo 


Call for the complete line of Sony VHS VCRS 


Goaronteed Lowest Prices On Every SONY VCR! 





‘camcorders at Guaranteed lowest prices! 


7] HR-S7200 S-VHS, Cob. Cont., Univ jog Rem. 


= 





GR-AX900, GR-AX800,GR-AX700 


JVC 





Six Head Hi-Fi Stereo VCRs 


HR-S5200 S-VHS, Edit, Univ Rem. more 





Guaranteed Lowest Prices On Every JVC VCR! 


HOME THEATER RECEIVERS 





Call us today 
guaranteed 
prices on THX, Dolby 
Theater receivers. Choose frot 
amplifiers, and pre-amps or rect 
Video only carries the finest from 













Call today for the guaranteed 
lowest price on our entire 

selection of Dual Sided Laserc 
Players or Karaoke Laserdisc 
Players from the industries to 
manufacturers. Delivering up 
425 line horizontal resolution 
and CD quality audio, the 

laserdisc represents the ultim« 
in picture and sound! 






PowerVideo Policy: Prices good for 
only. All Return Authorization Numbe 















7% HR-VP720 Jog Remote, Cable Cont., Rand Edit : 
4 HR-VP624 VcRPlus+, Cable Cont., On-Screen 


A DIVISION OF VIDEOLAND, INC. 


All types of new Palmcorders! 


Panasonic_ 


Six Head Hi-Fi Stereo VCRs 
PV-S4580 S-VHS, TBC, VCRplus+ Univ jog Rem. | 





PV-S4566 S-VHS, Edit, Univ Rem. more 
PV-4564 Dyna Head, Cable Cont. Univ Rem 
PV-4562 Dyna Head, VCRPlus+, Multi-Remote 












Guaranteed Lowest Prices On Every Panasonic VCR! 7 








CD PLAYERS 









Six Head Hi-Fi Stereo VCRs 


VT-S772A S-VHS, Edit Control Univ jog Rem. 
VT-UX605AS-VHS, Edit, VCR+, Cab. Cont., Jog 
VT-F494A Auto Clock, Cable Cont. tllum. Rem | 7 
VT-F391A Auto Clean, VCRPlus+, Multi-Remote | 


Guaranteed Lowest Prices On Every Hitachi VCRI 


ORDER 7 DAYS A WEEK! Mon-Fri 8:30 - 7pm Sat: 8:30 - 5pm Sun 12-5pm 


ae 
p= 





VM-E410A, VM-E510A, VM-HB1A 


TOP OF THE LINE HI-FI STEREO VCRs 


SONY sz 


HITACHI 





Eight Heod Hi-Fi Stereo y 





7% Guaranteed Lowest Prices On Every Toshiba VCR! 











VL-E47,VL-H420u, VL-E37 





TOSHIBA 


M-781 DNR, Pro-Drum Edit Control Univ jog 
M-761 VHS, Edit, VCR+, Cab. Cont., Jog 
M-751 Auto Clock, Cable Cont. illum. Rem 
M-661 Six Head, VCRPlus+, Multi-Remote 













BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST-CLASS MAIL 


PERMIT NO. 483 


MARION, OH 





POSTAGE 


WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


VIDEO 


PO BOX 1981 
MARION, OH 43306-2081 








NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 


IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


Flexi-Zone AF/AE, 20X Zoom 
We Carry ES-800, ES-600, ES-90 


Cal for a huge cin of 
Canon camcorders at Guaranteed prices! 


Lenses e py e Fiters © Extended Batteries © Tripods 
y Cases © Marine Packs © Color L@) Monitors © Blank Tapes 
The ultimate accessory connection 
) for chargers, Velbon and Bogen tripods, 
lights by Sima and Canon, filters, lenses, 
| Azden microphones, soft and hard cases, 
under water housings, blank tapes, cables, 
and much more! Let the professionals 
at PowerVideo put the right package 
“\, at the right price together for you! 


PHILIPS [forty 


SERVICE CONTRACT. 


Ask about our 2, 3, and 5 year extended 
service contract with maintenance! 


Exclusive Eye Control Technology! 
Hi-8, 40X Zoom , Color Viewfinder 


¢ All products are factory sealed- 
no demos or refurbished goods. 

© Overnight shipping available 

¢ School and Government 
Purchase orders welcomed 


Call for 
Industrial Panasonic Cams 


Select from 5" TVs to 240" Big Screen Televisions 


Every Major Brand Big Screen at the Lowest Price Guaranteed! 
All Televisions are shipped within 24 Hours of your order. 
Every Television is shipped individually on a pallet- 
protecting your valuable investment. 

Jvc TOSHIBA 
16:9 WideScreen 35" Tube TV 31" Tube TV 35"Tube TV 32" Tube TY 27" Tube TV 


NV-55BX6 = AV-35BP6. = AV-31BM6 CF-35E50 CF-32E50 CF-27E50 
NV-55BH6 = AV-35BH6 = AV-3 1 BP6 TP-55E50/51  CX-35E60 CX-325E60 —CF-27E55 
AV-31BH6 TP-55E80/81 — CX-35E70 (X-32E70 = CV-27D48 


Choose From 61" TP-61E80 or 16:9 TW-56D90! 


AV-27BM6 
AV-27BP6 
AV-27BH6 


Big Screen TVs 
TP-48E60/61 


Guaranteed Lowest prices on JVC Televisions! 


AUDIO VIDEO EDITING EQUIPMENT 


vf VIDEONICS 


A great combination: MX-1 Effects Mixer, AB-1 
Edit Suite Controller and TM 2000 Titler and 
the new VP-1 Video Palette! Buy one at a time 
or buy the entire system fo edit your favorite 
home and professional movies. 


ALL AT THE GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICE! 


TM-2000 





A new star combination: 

Using the Panasonic WJ-AVE7 Digital AV 
Mixer and the WJ-TTL5 Titler offer 
numerous effects for A/B mixing. In 
addition to special effects, like dissolve, 
strobe, still, and mosaic, this system 
provides innovative methods for getting 
professional editing results at home! 


ALL AT THE GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICE! 


Panasonic 


All retums/exchanges must shipped at the expense of the customer. All defective exchanges require prior authorization and must be in original box and packaging with all warranty cards. All orders are subject to credit card verification and 


_ acceptance. Please allow 1-5 weeks for back orders. PowerVideo, Videoland, Inc. is located at 6808 Horwood Dr. 


, Houston, TX 77074 and is an authorized dealer for every product we sell. All products sold carry a full manufacturer warranty. 














¢ ALTEC LANSING 












¢ BOSE 
¢ BOSTON ACOUSTICS 


¢ HITACHI 
e JBL 
¢ KENWOOD 
¢ MITSUBISHI 
e NAD 
¢ PANASONIC 


¢ SONANCE 


¢e HARMAN KARDON 
¢ KLIPSCH 


¢ PHILIPS 
¢ SHARP ° TEAC 


¢ VELODYNE 
¢ STRAIGHTWIRE & MANY OTHER HIGH 
¢ YAMAHA QUALITY MANUFACTURERS 


FREE SHIPPING 


LOWEST PRICES. WE WiLL BEAT po ADVERTISED PRICE! ! pel DONT FORGET OUR 10 DAY MONEY BACK Ba EE. 





y KV-32S16 
Vie & brightness LCD o " Sony's 32" Stereo 
for with a 25" : TV has picture-in- 


Ae and on screen 
menus 





0 a remote control. 


DENON avr-3000 Ss 500 
Denon's full featured pro logic receiver with 110 
REBATE 


Watts across the front 


and 35 Watts to the rear S 
channels. Optical Class 
A Circuitry and universal 


smart remote control. Suggested Price $1400 VLE-47U 



















Suggested Price.. $999 


KENWOOD saa ie Pro Logic Receiver ».. 329 MM VIEWCAM Pay vIBEO 
SONY STRD-965 Pro toate Receiver w. 349 Sharp. 's Viewcam Seales 8 a3" | co MIXER/ 
SHERWOOD RV-7050R Pro Logic Receiver . 399 color LCD view screen, s an ie. TITLER 


TECHNICS SAGX-490 Pro Logic Receiver «.. 249 
YAMAHA” RXV-1070 Pro Logic Receiver... 849 sagen ey! 


Rebate 
remote control. 0), 


Suggested Price.. 11099 Cost 





PIONEER cipv.s6o 


cory es f aha grade Laser Karaoke 

ayer features 1 bit 

wih en ay low DAC, ‘i BE S T 
igital echo, one touc' PRI C E 


karaoke and remote. 





PV-4562 
Panasonic's 4 head VCR S 
featuring hi-fi stereo, on 


screen programming and 





Oech s 50 inch rb : a universal remote control. Suggested Price.. *349 
atu 
rojection 
picture n-pictur 
ox , nolo : SW-1200 
YAMAHA CDC-655 ne saroun d sound Sy This 12" Subwoofer handles 150 watts of 
Yamaha's 5 disc carousel remote changer 181 channel cable full od rg Fee Ad | 
with PRO-bit D/A mpatibility and a a ? er Cc a re 
Converter, synchro S co te with a discrete hig 
& random play and 20 function remote. current amplifier. 
track programming. Suggested Price $299 


DENON DCM- 460 . 5 CD Changer sess 299 
A aise 199 


JANGer » , 
KENWOOD. DPM-5570 ba CD Changer Suggested Price... $499 





ADS C-300is HI-End In Wall .......... 249 
ADVENT Bookshelf 2 Way Booksheff...... 
CERWIN VEGA VS-150 400W Floorstanding 
Pisc CF-100 10" 3-Way Floorstanding .. 299 
KV-3 C Shielded Center Channel . 349 
VELODYNE SUBWOOFERS NOW IN STOCK 


SONY CDPC-745 5 CD Changer .. 


Home Theater Experts 
THX... PRO LOGIC...AC-3... SHARP Y ISON 














aS 
22 ROUTE 22 WEST,SPRINGFIELD, NS 07081 
aahaaiag ea Frida “ wis eal *UP TO 40 POUNDS IN THE CONTINENTAL USA, « 
Saturd PRODUCTS ARE COVERED BY THE MANUFACTUR this 


a 
Sunday: 1 OAMEPM te mat uae Time WARRANTY OR ELECTRONICS DEPOT'S EXCLUSIVE WARRANTY 











The Largest Selection Of Name Brand Electronics At 
The Absolute Lowest Prices! From 20%-60% Off List! 
SONY Panasonic JIVG 227s 


@HITACH!H Canmom “Yroveer Karacke 


The Art of Entertainment 


(Lt LY) Bevo n yD aOme— - 7. ~~ el-) oi -7.\ 
name brand camcorders 


the home theater system 


We have all the technology your looking for, 
“nG819 Super Flat, SFT Perfect, Ultra Vision and more! 


laser combi players 






all at the guaranteed lowest prices. 
SHARP VLE-42 4” Color LCD...... 
Panasonic PV-IQ505 Hifi, Color VF educed! 
NEW! Digital Camcorders Reserve Yours Today! 
Hitachi Compact Hi 8 Color VF Stabilizer ...$799 
Sony Camcorders at the guaranteed lowest [rice! 


425 lines of resolution & CD audio all wrapped 
into one package! 

Pioneer CLDV-860 Laser Karaoke ..Reduced! 
NEW60 Disc CD Changer 
24 Disc CD Changer... 
100 Disc CD Changer. 
CD & Laser Video with auto reverse .$379 


To finish the system off a great pair of room shaking 


loudspeakers Bose, Advent, BIC & more! 


8mm, beta, & vhs vers 


all at the guaranteed lowest prices 
100” High Resolution LCD Front Pro 
60” RCA PIP, Surround, Univ Remot 
50” Dolby Pro Logic Rear Projection 
45” Cinema Wide PIP Surround. 
35” Tube MTS Stereo & Surroun 
25” Philips Table Top w/Remote... : 


DIGITAL SATELLITE SYSTEM 
NOW AVAILABLE WITH INSTALATION AROUND THE USA 


All your favorite cable programming 


Sony Industrial 83MM EVO-520.......:..+s00+000 

Super Beta slow motion.......... 

Panasonic 4 Head Hi Fi Ste 

Toshiba Flying Pre-amp 6 Hr recording. 

PANASONIC PV-4366 S-VHS Hifi Shuttle $349 
PLEASE CALL FOR VIDEO 


Two Rear & One Center Channel Pk 
Front Channel Bookshelf Speakers 





Subwoofer System... 


, EDITORS AND MIXERS 
hi fi stereo receivers 


SHOWTIME, ESPN, 
© 175 Channel DISNEY and More! 
Capability 
CD Quality 
Surround Sound 
Disc Quality 
Video Image 
¢ Small 18 Inch Dish 


asy Installation 


like CINIMAX, HBO, TMC, 
‘ 


available thoughout 
the entire USA & Canada 


Dolby Pro logic 100 watts per channel.......... 4 a $599 
NEW Dolby Surround AC-3/Pro Logic .... kf 
THX!Dolby Pro Logic Receivet............ fe 
Dolby Pro logic 125 wpe, multi room-multi 


source programming, 5 Spkr OUtPUS ssecssesse $669 


pgm 











6 Pc. Full Suround Sys em u woofe 


bookshelf mini systems 
Dual Cassetté, 24 CD Charlger 200 watts...$369 
Dual Cassette, 3 CD Changer 100 watts....$299 


| We carry all 


your favorate 
makes and 
models. 
Please call 
for your best 
delivered 
price! 











video editors & mixers 


aaah adele 





Videonics MX-1 Special Effects Generator ..CALL 
Videonics AB-1 AB Roll Time Code CMX...CALL 
Videonics TM-2000 Hi Resolution Titler .....CALL 





raj Ja De pepe 


CALL DOES IT ALL 


Sony XVD-1000 Frame Synchronizer.......In Stock! 
lowout! 


Panasonic WJAVE-7 Pro Mi 


Free Instuctional Video with mixer 


| fy ot ole le yf by g b- 7-4 


SAMMAN’S ELECTRONICS 1166 HAMBURG TPKE. WAYNE, NEW JERSEY 
All prices quoted include Manufacturer's standard accessories & U.S. Warranty. 
All units are factory sealed. We ship within 24 hours. Customer Service 201-696-6531 















THIS 

| FINGER 

CAN HELP 

‘YOU FIND 

ANY ACCESSORY 


YOU NEED. 
JUST DIAL 


800-231-0031 


Need to know something about electronic 
accessories? We have virtually everything for 
computers, cellular, 

telephones, audio, 
camcorders, car audio, 
antennas, video and video 
games, music cases, adapters 
and connectors. 
Call us today. You've got nothing 
to lose and an awful lot to find ! 


=== HAVEN 
INDUSTRIES 


2950 Lake Emma Road, Lake Mary,FL 32746 













© Copyright 1995 Recoton Corp., New York, NY 10022. All rights reserved. 





SHARP 

VIEWCAM 

HANDYCAM 
CAMCORGERS Berger Bros. Camera and Video Exchange 
ft Specializes in both Photographic and Video 

3° “ Equipment. We carry the Largest Selection of 
ae Camcorders and Accessories in stock and at the 
lowest prices. We'll help you make the right 

choice over the phone, that’s why we can offer a 


full money back guarantee. We could list all of 
our Equipment in our ads like everyone else...but 
we Call that our 240-page Catalog. 


1-800-262-4160 


We Compete With Any Legitimate Price & We Ship Anywhere 


When Tomorrow Won't Do. Call Us Today. 


(516)-264-4160 © FAX (516)-264-1007 
209 BROADWAY (ROUTE 110) AMITYVILLE, N.Y. 11701 












Re Se eee 


VIDEO 


SUBSCRIBER SERVICE 


PLACE 
LABEL 
HERE 








MOVING? Please give us 
8 weeks advance notice. Attach 
label with your old address, and 
write in new address below. 


box below and attach label with 
corrections marked, if any. 


SUBSCRIBING? Check 
box and fill in coupon. For gift 
subscriptions attach a separate 
sheet. 


Send 
VIDEO 
for 1 year at $17.94 
New Subscription Renewal 
Payment enclosed [] Bill me 


Canadian and foreign orders 
add $7 per year. 



































NAME 
ADDRESS __ 
CITY. 
STATE___ 


ZIP 


1(815) 734-1283 
FAX 1(815)734-1223 


VIDEO 


| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
I 
I 
I 
| 
| 
I 
I 
| 
I 
| 
I 
l 
l 
l 
I 
I 
j 
| 
I 
I 
I 
l 
l 
i 
l 
| 
I 
; RENEWING? Check 
| 
| 
I 
| 
I 
I 
i 
| 
I 
| 
I 
I 
I 
| 
| 
| 
I 
I 
I 
i 
f 
| 
| 
I 
| 
f 
| 
| 
; P.0. Box 737, Mount Morris IL 61054 












WHEN IN NEW YORK...MAKE US A PART OF YOUR NEW YORK EXPERIENCE. 


RETAIL STORE: 
120 West 31 Street (Between 6th & 7th Avenues) New York, NY 10001 © 212-564-3592 





NO SURCHARGE ON CREDIT CARDS 




















HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-2, Sun 10-5, Closed Sat 


CAMCORDERS AND VCR‘S PAL VIDEO 


ATTENTION VIDEO SHOPPERS! 


We carry 2 tremendous selection of Camcorders, VCR's 
& accessories in stock at unbelievably low prices! 
you need assistance in making your selection, 
our qualified sales staff will be more than happy 





to advise and assist you. 


Panasonic. 


PROLINE 
HEADQUARTERS 


We carry the Full Panasonic AV/Pro Line...Call For Prices! 








AG-456 


Camcorder 
Surercam 





CALL FOR PRICE! 





CAMCORDERS 
AG-DP800 Supercam Kit CALL 
AG-3 (3-chip) CALL AG-187 499.00 
AG-188 CALL AG-195 979.90 
AG-455UP ......1499.00 AG-456 CALL 

VCR's 

AG-DS 840 CALL AG-DS 850 CALL 
AG-1000B CALL AG-1290 199.90 
AG-1300 219.00 AG-1970 1099.00 
AG-1980 CALL AG-2530 CALL 
AG-2540 CALL = AG-5210 CALL 
AG-5700 CALL AG-6024DC CALL 
AG-6840H CALL AG-6850H CALL 
AG-7450A CALL §AG-7650 CALL 
AG-7750 CALL AG-7760 CALL 
AG-W1 CALL = AG-W2 CALL 
CT-1384Y CALL CT-1384VY CALL 

ACCESSORIES 
AG-A96 369.00 AG-A570 CALL 
AG-A770 CALL AG-EP60 CALL 
PV-VPT CALL VW-CG5P 227.90 
\W-VS100P 69.60 VW-VS5OP 36.50 
VW-VSS50P- 59.90 VW-0G5 CALL 
WJ-AVES 719.90 WJ-AVE7 759.90 
WJ-TTL5S 199.90 WJ-TTL7 CALL 
WJ-MX30 1779.90 WJ-MX50 3899.90 
‘WJ-KB15 257.90 WJ-KB30.. CALL = WJ-KB50 .... CALL 

Panasonic. 

CAMCORDERS 
NEW! PV-DV1000 Digital Camcorder CALL 
PV-D705 859.00 PV-940 .. 488.90 PV-950 .... 549.00 
PV-960 . $99.00 PV-S64 1069.00 PV-S770...... CALL 


PV-10205 509,00 
PV-I0505 639.90 


NEW! PV-LCD35 3.2" Display-Mate 


PV-2501 
PV-4511 
PV-4514 
PV-4561 
PV-4564 
PV-S4366 CALL 


PV-10305 559.90 PV-10405 599,00 


PV-10604 799.90 
CALL 

VCR's 
169.90 PV-4501 167.90 
188.90 PV-4512 CALL 
198.90 PV-4551 239.90 
CALL PV-4562 ar 


294.90 PV-4570 
PV-S4566 345.00 PV-$4580 o ry 


VCR/TV COMBOS 


PV-M1345 
PV-M1365AD 
PV-M2045418.90 


Set You 


339.90 PV-M1355 338.90 
CALL PV-M2035 379.90 
PV-M2065 CALL PV-M2765 .. CALL 


r Sights On The Most 


Advanced Camcorder Ever Made. 


« Exclusive Canon Eye 
control System controls 
Jocus simply by moving your eye. 
* World's longest optical optical zoom 
- 20% Optical/A0x Digital Zoom. 
© Optical image Stabilization for rock-steady shots. 
» Super-high resolution color viewtinder. 
© Digital Signal Processing and Digital Efects. 



















; Canon 
$-70 CALL £S-80 CALL 
NEW! ES-90 CALL ES-500 599.90 
ES-550 CALL ES-600 CALL 
ES-750 698.90 ES-800 724,90 
y ES-1000 899.90 £S-2000 CALL 
NEWI!ES-5000 .... CALL L-2 Body ....... 1799.00 
Nikon 
CAMCORDERS 
VN-360 CALL = VN-400 CALL 
VN-350 (TR-82) 599.90 
JVC 
CAMCORDERS 
| GR-SV3 567.90 GR-SV3 w/Tuner .. CALL 
| GR-EZ1 398.90 GR-AX200 499.00 
| GR-AX350 549.90 GR-AX400 CALL 
GR-AX700499,00 GR-AX800 CALL GR-AX900 679.00 
GR-SX90 596.90 7, 989.90 _GR-SZ9 ...... CALL 
GY-X2 (3-chip) ... CALL _KC-19(3-chip) .... GALL 
KY-27 Kit CALL 
) VCR's 
HR-A21 . 169,00 HA-A41 . 185.00 HR-AG1 ... 239.00 
| —HR-IP820, CALL HR-J220 .. CALL HR-J420 .. 188.90 
) HR-J620 239,00 HA-VP422199.90 HR-VP604 .. CALL 
| HR-VP624275.00 HA-VP628 CALL HR-VP710 929.90 
_ HR-VP720350.00 HR-S5100499.00 HR-S5200 .. CALL 
_ HR-S6900 CALL HR-S7100559.00 HR-S7200 . CALL 
| BRS-378 879.90 BRS-405 . CALL BRS-422.... CALL 
BRS-500 .. CALL BRS-522 , CALL BRS-525 ..... CALL 
BRS-622 . CALL BRS-800 . CALL BRS-611..... CALL 
BRS-822 ., CALL 8R-3250 .. CALL SRS-360.. 789.90 
TM-131 .... CALL EDIT DESK CALL 











FOR ALL YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC 
EQUIPMENT & FILM NEEDS, 







SEE 


OUR 4-PAGE AD IN 


POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY! 








SONY. 


We Carry All 
‘SONY PRO Models... 
8MM CAMCORDERS 


NEW! DCR-VX700 Digital Camera .. 


NEW! DCR-VX1000 Digital Camera 
CCD-FX 230 CCD- 
CCD-SC5 
CCD-TR 28 
CCD-TR 33 
CCD-TRV 70 
CCD-TR 93 
CCD-TR 400 
CCD-TR 700 
CCD-VX 1000 


469.90 
399.90 
CALL 
539.90 
1339.00 
719.00 
739.90 
1179.00 


FX 730 
CCD-TR 23 
CCD-TRV 30 
CCD-TRV 40 
CCD-TR 83 
CCD-TR 100 
CCD-TR 600 
CCD-TR 3000 


CCD-VX3 Hi 8 (3-chip) 
CPJ-100 Video Projector 

CVP-Mi Video Printer 

CVP-M3 Portable Color Video Printer 
FXE-100 Eaitor/Switcher 

XV-M30 3° LCD Video Monitor 
XV-AL100 Edit Studio 

$B-V900 Matrix VV Switcher 
VCL-FS1K “Zoom Eye" 10x Tele Lens Kit 


SP-KTRB 


148.00 SP-KTRA2 


RM-E700 Remote Editing Controller 
RM-E1000T 
PHV-A7 Film-To-Video Converter . 





EV-A50. 
EV-C25. 


NEW! EV-C200 
NEW! EV-S5000 . CALL 
EV-09850 


SLV-440 


SLV-740HF 
SLV-940HF 
SL-HF2000 


VIDEO halla Stalag A ls 


VCR's 
NEW! EV-A60 
EV-C100 
EV-$2000 


CALL 
CALL 
CALL 
349.00 
CALL 


SLV-340 1 
SLV-640HF 2 
SLV-780HF Fj 
SLV-R1000 8 
SL-S600 


CALL 


CALL 
CALL 
CALL 


EV-S7000 1399.00 


199.90 
69.90 
18.90 
79.00 
CALL 


GVS-50 

SHARP. 

Cash Rebates From Sharp on Select models 
(Expires 1/2/96) 
VL-E33 579.90 VL-E36 CALL 
VL-E37 CALL VL-E42 699.90 
VL-E47 CALL VL-H410 1199.90 
VL-H420 CALL VL-H450 CALL 
VL-HL2 CALL VL-L62 CALL 
VU-L63 CALL VL-L64 CALL 
VL-L72 CALL VL-L94 CALL 
VU-L390... CALL = VL-1490.... CALL = VL-M6- CALL 
© HITACHI 

CAMCORDERS 
VM-1800.. CALL =VM-2800.. CALL = VM-3800 ... CALL 
VW-E52.... CALL = VM-E54..... CALL VM-E56 ..... CALL 
VW-ET10.. CALL = VM-ES1O.. CALL = VM-E410 ... CALL 
VW-E510.. CALL =VM-H38 ... CALL = VM-HS9..... CALL 
VM-HB1... CALL) =VM-H710 . CALL =VM-HI00LA CALL 

VCR's 

VTF-382 ... CALL VTF-391 ... CALL VTF-392 .... CALL 
VTF-482 ... CALL VTF-494.. CALL VTM-190 ... CALL 
VTM-282 .. CALL = VTM-284.. CALL = VTM-291 ,.. CALL 
VTM-292.. CALL = VTM-294.. CALL VTS-772 ... CALL 
8-832 CALL 8-842 CALL 
8-852 CALL 8-862 CALL 
C-503 VHSc CALL C-513 VHSc CALL 
C-532 VHSe CALL C-542 VHSc CALL 
C-552 VHSe CALL 8-812 8mm CALL 

CAMCORDERS 
CC-414 CALL CC-420 CALL 
CC-422 CALL CC-600 469.00 
CC-612 509.00 CC-616 549.00 
CC-620 669.00 CC-710 575.00 
CC-740 669.00 CC-1000 339.00 
PRO-844 CALL = PRO-846 CALL 
PRO-884 HB CALL = PRO-932 . CALL 
PRO-942 CALL = PRO-944 CALL 

VCR's 
VR-327A, CALL VR-332..... CALL VR-338...... CALL 
VR-503.A. CALL VA-507..... CALL VR-513 CALL 
‘VR-517 .... CALL VR-528.. 193.00 VR-532 ...... CALL 
‘VR-638 . 199.00 VR-542..... CALL = VR-601 HF. CALL 
VR-603 AHFCALL §=VR-610 HF CALL = VR-613 HF. CALL 
VR-617 HF CALL = VR-672 HF226.00 VR-673 HF. CALL 
VR-674 HF CALL VR-G76HF CALL VR-678 HF. CALL 
VR-721 HF CALL = VR-725 HF CALL 
GO VIDEO 
GV-3000 CALL GV-3020 CALL 
GV-3010 CALL GV-3030 CALL 
GV-3060 659.90 GV-3070 647.90 
GV-3080 659.90 GV-3090 948.90 
NEW! GV-4060 . 629.99 GV-8020 619.00 
GV-8050 CALL GV-8060 CALL 
BR Pus 8 

P4O1U Projection System CALL 


FV-7 Photo-Video Imager (After $100 Rebate) 599.90 


MITSUBISHI 


HS-U28 
HS-U69 
HS-U260 


HS-U550 TopRaled 
HS-U760 .. CALL 





CALL 
CALL 
CALL 


HS-U48 .... CALL 
HS-U110 .. CALL 
HS-U410 .. CALL 
HS-U560 .. CALL 
HS-U770 


HS-U58 

HS-U200 
HS-U510 
HS-U650 








CALL 
CALL 
CALL 
CALL 
CALL 


FOR MAIL ORDER 


VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX, DINERS CLUB 


& DISCOVER ACCEPTED. 


To order by mail, send Money Order or Certified Check for fast 
shipment. Personal checks require 15 days clearance time. 







HANDLING CHARGES: 2% plus $5.95. 


SHIPPING: 65 cents per Ib. Estimate min, shipping $3.95. 
Camcorders, VCR's & TV's $10.00 Additional. 
Inquire about next day and second day air delivery. 

CUTIVE PHOTO & SUPPLY 


120 West 31 Street, Dept V 









New York, NY 


All tems Are Covered by USA Manufacturers or Executive's 
Comparable Warranties. Total order charged at time of order. 








N.Y. residents add tax. 


Shipping and bey)! charges are NOT refundable. 


‘Mail-Order Prices Vali 


Consumer Affairs Lic. No, 800193. 


in Store with Presentation of Ad. 






















SONY. 
CCD-TR3E 1349.90 CCD-TR330E CALL 
CCD-TR380E ...... 599.90 CCD-TR385E CALL 
CCD-TR440E CALL CCD-TRS80E ..... 809.00 
CCD-TR670E ..... 909.00 CCD-TR6SOE ..... 979.00 
CCD-TR8B0E ... 1099.00 CCD-TR2000E . 1299.00 
CCD-TR3000E . 1899.00 CCD-TRV30E ..... 899.00 
CCD-TRV40E ... 1199.90 CCD-TRVSOE ... 1239.00 
CCD-TRV60E CALL CCD-TRV7OE .., 1549.90 
CCD-FX2806 ...... 599.90 CCD-SC6E 725.00 
CCD-SC7E 799.90 CCD-SC8E 1199.90 
CPU-100E CALL 
VCR's 
EVC-500E 925.00 EVC-2000E 1129.00 
SLV-X312 CALL SLV-X712 ovens CALL 


SLV-X812 CALL SLV-X831 649,00 SLV-K88i 749.00 
Panasonic. (national) 


AG-455 CALL NV-A1 $45.00 
NV-A3 549.00 NV-AS 678.00 
NV-CS1 389.00 NV-HD70 489.00 
NV-HS1000 ..... 1099.00 NV-M3000 889.00 
NV-M9000, 1198.00 NV-R30 699.90 
NV-R100 .. 578.90 NV-R200 . 658.00 
NV-R500............ 795.00 NV-R550 ~- 929.00 
NV-S65 869.90 NV-S85 CALL 
NV-S850 CALL NV-S900 CALL 
NV-SD300 349.00 NV-W1 1409.90 
WJ-AVET CALL = WJ-AVES 709.00 
WJ-AVE. 1039.00 = WJ-MX30 1918.00 
WJ-MX50 3759.00 = W4J-TTL5 CALL 
WJ-TTL7 peeier- CALL 
SHARP. 
VL-EI7 CALL VL-E31 659.90 
VL-H400 1229.90 VC-H92 492.90 
VC-MH170 CALL VC-MH80 CALL 
VC-MH72 CALL VC-WD1 1209.90 
XV-550 CALL XV-315 CALL 
AKAI 
VS-G204 229.90 + VS-R120 169.00 
VS-X480 369.90 VS-X585 399.90 
GR-AX48 529.00 GR-AX68 599.00 
AIWA 
HV-MX1 . 479.00 
© HiTAcHt....caut 


Te ox. (A 


T-120HIFI Ret rs T-160HS “TopRated" 2.48 
T-120EHG T-160EHG oe 8.49 





T-120HDXP. 6 T-120HS . 1,68 
T-180HG snes 9.99 ST-120XP SVHS .... 6.29 
ST-160XP SVHS .... 8.49 TC-20EHG VHSC ... 2.75 
TC-20HDXP VHSC . 2.95 TC-30EHG VHSC ... 2.99 
TC-40 VHSC 6.49 STC-20XP S-VHSC 4.68 
STC-30XP SVHSC P6-60HS 8mm ...... 2.79 
P6-90HS 8mm ... P6-120HS 8mm .... 2.99 
P6-150HS 8mm P6-60EHG 8mm .... 3.67 
P6-90EHG 8mm P6-120EHG 8mm ., 3.85 
P6-60HMP Hi8 P6-SOHMP Hi8 5.13 
P6-120HMP Hid P6-G0HME Hi8 7.99 
P6-120HME Hid one O99 
SONY 
T-120ES 1.97 T-120ESHG 2.47 
TA20V wee 208 T-160V....... 2.58 
S$T-120 S-VHS........ 6.89 ST-120V S-VHS...... 7.49 
ST-160V S-VHS...... 8.79 P6-30MP 8mm....... 2.68 
P6-60MP 8mm....... 3.35 P6-90MP 8mm....... 3.48 
P6-120MP 8mm .... 3.79 P6-150MP 8mm... 4.89 
P6-60HG 8mm ...... 4.19 P6-120HG 8mm .... 4.78 
P6-60HMP ...........5.25 P6-120HMP 6.85 
P6-60HME 8.39 P6-120HME 9.79 
E6-180 HME 19.45 8mm Head Cleaner 8.99 
BETA L-500 2.53 BETAL-750 ........... 2.88 


SONY. (PROFESSIONAL) 





P6-30 HMPX Hi8 ... 4.48 P6-60 HMPX Hi8 ... 5.98 
P6-120 HMPX Hi8 . 8.57 E6-30 HMEX Hi8 ... 7.38 
£6-60 HMEX Hi8 . 10. 6-120 HMEX Hi8 13.98 
T-30 PR VHS ‘ T-60 PR VHS 2.58 
7-120 PR VHS ....... 2.76 1-30 PM VHS ........ 3.37 
T-60 PM VHS 3.88 7-120 PM VHS 4.68 
T-30 BA VHS 3.47 7-60 BAVHS 3.87 
7-120 BA VHS 4.58 MQ ST-120S-VHS 7.68 
MQ ST-60 S-VHS .. 7.48 MQ ST-30 S-VHS .. 6.89 
DVC-30 Digital... CALL © OVC-60 Digital ..... CALL 
T-120HO 1.58 T-160HO 2.38 
$T-120 S-VHS 5.48 ST-160 S-VHS 1 
$TC-20 B27 STC-30 veesrereseeane 547 
T-120AV-PRO.... 2.33 1-120 AV Master LB 5, sid 
1-120 AV Master PS 4.38 1-120 SHG 2.4! 
1-160 SHG 3.29 TC-20 SHG 3. 5 
TC-30 SHG 3.34 P6-120HMP Hi-86mm 4.99 
P6-60HMP HI-8mm 4.08 P6-60HG 8mm 3.18 
P6-120HG 8mm .... 3.68 P6-60HME Hi-8mm 7.99 
P6-120HME Hi-8mm 10.27 P6-60SHG.8mm .... 3.39 
P6-120SHG 8mm .. 4.23 P6-60 8mm 2.59 
P6-120 8mm 2.98 


on 


H471 S-VHS ST 30 7.37 H471 S-VHS ST 60 7.47 


H471 S-VHS ST 1207.98 M221 HME 30 7.78 
M221 HME 60 ..... 10,38 M221 HME 120 ... 13.48 
M221 HMP 30 4.48 M221 HMP 60.....,.. 6.38 


M221 HMP 120 


MAXELL 
-1206X .,, 1.79 1-160GX 2.79 
T-120HGX 2.38 T-1G0HGX 3.48 
T-120HGVX P/1 Plus 2.78 T-120XL HIF! 
ST-120RX SVHS ... 6.29 T-180XRS S-VHS 11.89 
ST-160RX SVHS ... 7.99 ST-126 BO 7,59 
ST-182 BO » 13,29 TC-20EX VHSC ...... 2.79 
TC-20HGX VHSC ... 3.15 TC-30HGX VHSC ... 3.18 
STC-20XRS SVHSC 5.57 STC-30XR SVHSC 6.49 
P6-60MP 8mm....... 2.79 P6-SOMP 8mm....... 2.99 
P6-120MP 8mm... 2.79 P6-BOHGX 8mm ... 3.75 
P6-9OHGX 8mm .... 4.25  P6-120HGX 8mm .. 4.45 
P6-150HGX 8mm .. 3.99 P6-180HGX 8mm .. 9.99 
P6-120XRM Hi8 5.79 


8.87 








12/95 


¥I0£ 6 
Sima) 


SCG Screenwriter 104.90 
‘SCG-P Screenwriter (PAL) ... 123.90 
‘SCM-1 Stereo Cam Mike 29.90 
‘SCM-2 Stereo Twin Mike 39.90 
‘SCP-2 Campod 29.95 
‘SCW Color Writer Magic 158.90 
SCW-P Color Writer Magic (PAL) 193.90 
NEW! SED-T Ed/it Mini Editor & Titler 199.90 
SED-2X Ed/it 2x o....n "TopRated" 104.50 
SED-2XP ED/IT 2x (PAL) " 117.90 
SED-CM Video CopyMaster 49.90 
‘SED-EM Video EditMaster Plus 99.90 
SES-L PC VideoEd/It (Control-L) 39.90 
SES-P PC VideoEd/It (Control-M) 39.90 
SED-IR Auto Ed/it Infra-red 19.90 


1 
SEM Ed/it Mike Pro CALL — SFX-4 FX Video Edit 4 be 90 
‘SFX-4P Video ED/IT 4 (PAL) 178.90 


‘SFX-5 Video Pro Magic 179.90 
SFX-L Video Ed/it 169.90 
NEW! SFX-M Video Digital Mixer 599.90 
‘SHF-2 Super Sound Catcher Pro 109.90 
‘SHS Soundsource IR Stereo Headset 79.95 
MED-2 PC Video Studio 199.90 
‘SMK Easy Titler 26.50 
SPM-1 Quick Charger DC ' 15.70 
SPM-3 Powermax Plus Charger/Discharger 33.90 
SPM-4 Universal 2-port Charger 44.90 
SPM-6 6 Volt Discharger 14.50 
SPM-7 Auto Select Discharger 16.50 
SPM-8 6 Volt Charger/Discharger AC... 21.50 
‘SPM-9 Universal Charger/Discharger AC 26.50 
‘SPM-10 Pulse Charger AC/DC 2 Port 44.90 
‘SPM-B Power Pocket.......... 24.90 
‘SPM-E Battery Eliminator 19.50 
‘SRM Cam Mike 18.50 
‘SR-W81 AC/DC Portable 8mm Rewinder 28.90 
SSM-3 Stereo Sound Mixer 33.50 
‘ST-M2 Telemike 27.50 


‘SVB-1 Video Bracket 111.95  SVB-2 Video Bracket 210.95 
SVP-2 Video Prop 2 22.90 SVP-3 Video Prop 22.90 


‘@ VIDEONICS 


NEW! Edit Suite A/B Roll Edit Controller CALL 
Video Titlemaker TM-2000 CALL 
Boing Box Sound Effects Mixer 119.90 


Thumbs Up CALL = MX-1 Digital Mixer CALL 
MX-1 Digital Mixer (PAL) CALL © MEW! Video Pallette CALL 


SUNPAK 


Auto CV-300 Video Lite 86.50  CZ-200 Auto Video Lite 58.50 
ReadyLite 20 28.50 CV-205 Video Lite 49.95 
AP-200W Remote Pan head w/ tilt 124,90 
RS-200 20 ft Remote Sensor Cord for AP200 . 28.90 
‘AA Battery Holder for AP200 i 18.90 
Spare Lamp f/CV-300 Auto ...... 15.95 
Memory-Free Nicad Battery w/LED's (Specify) 49.90 
Memory-Free Nicad Battery w/o LED's (Specify) . 38.90 


AAAZDEN 





ECZ-990 Mini Zoom Mic 59.90 
WMS-100 Wireless Clip on Mic 79.90 
WMS-200 Wireless Mic. System 89.90 
WHX-PRO Mike “TopRated". 158.90 
WMS-PRO VHF Wireless Mic 144.90 
WM/T PRO. 107.90 WL/T PRO. 79.90 
WR-PRO. 79.90 WR2-PRO. 152.90 
WLX-PRO Lapel Wireless Mic 138.90 
WLX-PRO/. .... 154,90 
CAM-3 Audio Mic. Mixer ‘ 45.50 
Producer Series ... CALL Performance SeriesCALL 
‘aynex 
AF-1000 Tele/Wide Kit(37mm) CALL 
AF-1010 Tele/Wide Lens Kit CALL 
AF-2000 2x Telephoto (37mm) CALL 
‘AF-3000 3x Telephoto (37mm) CALL 
AF-5000 .5x Wide Angle (37mm) ................ CALL 
FLIP-Il Tele/Wide 2 in 1 Reversible .. CALL 
GH-1000 43mm Tele/Wide .. CALL 
HD747-T 1.5x High Definition Tele 52.90 
HD747-T2 2x High Definition Tele 73.90 
HD747-W 0.7x High Definition W/A ..., 59.90 
QC-180 Insta-Tele 1.8x (27-43mm) CALL 
QC-505 .5 Ultra Wide (37mm) CALL 
PRO-5050 0.5x Super Wide Lens CALL 
RV-1500 Video Transfer CALL 
RV-2000 3 IN 1 Transfer Unit CALL 


$T-1001 (52mm) 59.90 ST-2002 (52mm) 49: ‘a 
SV-7000 Slide Video Transfer Lens CAL 


TP-2000 2x Telephoto thUL 
‘TP-2550 2.55x Telephoto “Special!” CALL 
TP-3000 Ultra-Compact 3x Telephoto 113.90 


VM-3000 Video Micro-Explorer (converts camcorder 


into a high-power video microscope)....... 119.90 
XL-505 .5 Ultra Wide (52mm) CALL 
CASIO 
VM-570 2.2° LCD Camcorder Monitor Kit 89.90 
QV-10 LCD Digital Camera CALL 
VG-100 Color Video Printer CALL 
NADY 
101 HT-10, 192.90 101 LT-10. 164.90 
101 SX-20 Body Pack Transmitter w/MiniXLR 269.50 
151 VA/LT. 128.90 151 VR/HT. 124.90 
201 HT-10. 259.90 201 LT-10. 249.90 
351 VR/LT. 164.90 351 VR/HT. 184.90 
401 GT 10. CALL 401 HT 10. CALL 
401 LT 10. CALL 
AVM-300X Sound Mixer 57.90 
CTM-600 Uni-Directional Tele Mic 39.90 
MCM-400 Audio Mixer 42.50 
NHM-200 Narr. & Mon. Headset 14.90 
SBM-500 Stereo Boom Mic 29.95, 
WH-90/R Add’! Receiver 63.95 
VLM-770 Powered Lavalier Mic 27.95 
VCM-100 Tele/Normal range Boom Mic 39.90 
NEW! LT-V18U 1.8" LCD Monitor JVC Cameras 129.90 
JX-ED11 Video Editing Controller vo 84.90 
JX-SV55 S-VHS Production Center . 329.90 
IXT-88 Video Titler/Character Generator 183.90 
SXT-66 Character Generator/Titler 99.90 
JXS-100 S-VHS Switcher 89.90 
JXS-300 Remote S-VHS Switcher 189.90 
JXS-700 Deluxe S-VHS Switcher 407.90 
CGV-60 Character Generator 117.90 
MZ-350 Super Directional Mike 69.90 
TUV-20 Tuner CALL 
AMBICO 
V-6300 Color SEG 159.90 
V-6301 Programmable SEG 159.90 
V-6321 A/V Processor i i ‘la 90 
V-6325 Production Center 90 


V-6330 Video Editor109.90  V-6331 Auto Editor i 0 
V-6350 Video Title Writer 
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PROFESSIONAL QUALITY ACCESSORIES — 
AFFORDABLY PRICED! 


@eP-3000 









QUICKPOWER +3 
TRIPLE BATTERY 
QUICKCHARGER / 
DISCHARGER / 
RECONDITIONER 
* For Most 6V Camcorder Batteries 
« Automatically Discharges & Reconditions up 


tp 3 Batteries Simultaneously, then Quick Charges 
Them Sequentially * Eliminates “Memory Effect" of 
Nicad Camcorder Batteries « Colored LED Indicator 
ui thts Keep You Informed w/ Each Function 
¢ Supplied w/ AC Adapter & 12V DC Car Cord 
(Cigarette Plug) + Fits Almost Every Camcorder 
jatter 64.95 





Q@aP-1000 
Same as OP-3000 for One Battery only..... 


40u 


CORDLESS (10W, 20W, 30W) 
QUARTZ HALOGEN LIGHT 
3-WAY MULTI-POWER 
TWIN LIGHT 
* Powered by Sony, 
Panasonic, JVC, RCA, 
Hitachi and similar 
6V Camcorder Batteries 
* Compact / Lightweight Stay-Cool Design 
«supplied w/ultra Hi-Power Battery & 
Charger...57.95 


cCx-15 
MICRO QUARTZ HALOGEN 
"POP-UP" 


BRACKET LIGHT ff G 
© “Sandwich Light" TA. 
Ms between € qa | 
samcorder {\\\go-Me-|1,) 
and Battery $ eg ti 
* Fits Son) om, Panasonic, & 
‘and similar 6V type Camcorders 
. ptt Battery powers both Light & 
Camera......24.95 


LX-7150 
PRO ULTRA HIGH-POWER 
150W AC 


QUARTZ HALOGEN LIGHT 
© Built-in Barn Doors 
to direct light 
Heat absorbing safety glass 
¢ Stay-Cool air flow design 
# Ultra compact & light- 
weight... 4.95 


LX-150 AC/DC 
ALLOWS AC LIGHT TO BE POWERED BY DC 
BATTERY OR YOUR CAR 
© Also includes a 12V 100W DC lamp & 12V. 
cigarette plug adapter... vee BG 


150 Kit 


A COMPLETE VIDEO LIGHT KIT 
* includes LX-150 light * 110V 150W AC lamp 
°12V DC iad © Cigarette plug adapter 
© 12V 6.5 AH Hi-Power rechargeable 
Belt Battery pack & Battery Charger......89.95 


VEe-10 1° 
THE MOST COMPACT VIDEO h 
* Quick-Release Platform c 
+ Padded Rubber Hand Grip 


FLUID HEAD MONOPOD 
© Height: 60" extended, | closed. 


44,95 





















© With Video Fluid Head 
© 9 Compact Sections 





COMBINATION 2 IN 1 
VIDEO TRIPOD W/ 
BUILT-IN 
DETACHABLE FLUID 
HEAD MONOPOD 
© Professional Quality 3- . 
way Fluid Pan Head for . 
Ultra-Smooth Panning 
* Geared Elevator Center Column © Quick-Release 
Camera Platform * Bubble Level Indicator 
Locking Center Brace * Center Column Friction 
Adjustment Metal Spikes & Rubber Tips 
° Height: 62° extended, 23" closed 
* Weight: 3.5 Lbs, 69.95 


STEADYCAM JR. 


Top-Rated ! 359.90 

Travel Case f/Steadycam CALL 

Steadycam Jr (Pal) 538.90 
GLIDECAM — 


TOP-RATED ! 
The Most versatile and affordable hand-held 
consumer camcorder stabilizer on the market 
which allows you to walk, run, and go up and 
down stairs, or over rugged terrain without 
any camera instability or shake. 
GLIDECAM 1000 Pro Stabilizer... 179.90 
GLIDECAM 3000 Pro Stabilizer... 499.90 
GLIDECAM Dual-6 .... ve 1299,90 
CAMCRANE 100 Tripod-Mounted Boom-Arm 449.00 








2.2" LCD COLOR MONITOR 
The only LCD monitor designed for outdoor use. 
No more squinting into a tiny b/w viewtinder!! 
2.2" monitor features high quality matrix (HOM) 
eet & anti-glare coating to produce the most vivid 


Jmages. Built-in sunshield, speaker & adj. volume, battery 
‘pack holder, adj. brightness & monitor stand, 





KEEPING COMPANY WITH THE MOST TRUSTED NAMES IN VIDEOGRAPHY. 















Black Anodized Finish, add 9.95 


88.90 
430.90 
253.90 
167,90 

37,95 

». 183.90 
265,90 
173,90 
113,90 
133.90 

48.90 

73.90 

53.90 
218.90 
177.90 
185.90 
183.90 
233.90 

86.90 
218.90 

36.90 

26,50 
689,90 
262,90 

53.90 
117,90 

54.90 
139,90 
119,90 
109.90 
107.90 
102.90 
132.90 
142.90 
118.90 
159.90 
412.90 
484,90 
566.90 

58.90 


3063 Mini Fluid Head 

3065 Universal Cine/Video w/3066 Head 
3066 Cine /Video Fluid Head 

3067 Heavy Duty Dolly 

3115 Ball Leveler 

3116 3011 w/Mini Fluid Head 

3118 3068 Universal w/Mini Fluid Head 
3120 3021 w/Mini Fluid Head 

3124 3011 w/Micro Fluid Head 

3125 3021 w/Micro Fluid Head 

3126 Micro Fluid Head 

3127 Portable Video Dolly 

3130 OR Micro Fluid Head 

3131 3033 Tripod w/Mini Fluid Head 
3132 3033 Tripod w/Micro Fluid Head 
3133 3033 Tripod w/XL Fluid Head 
3134 3033 Tripod w/QR Micro Fluid Head 
3135 3036 Tripod w/Mini Fluid Head 
3137 Variable Leg Spread Portable Dolly 
3140 3046 Tripod w/Mini Fluid Head 
3144 Video Camera Shoulder Mount 
3145 Video Tripod Caddy 

3147 510 Pro Video Head 

3150 3051 Tripod w/Mini Fluid Head 
3153 Double Head Support 

3156 Folding Auto Dolly 

3160 XL Fluid Head 

3161 3021 w/XL Fluid Head 

3163 301 1W/XL Fluid Head 

3165 3001 w/XL Fluid Head 

3169 3001 Tripod w/QR Micro Fluid Head 
3170 3001 w/3126 Micro “Top Rated”. 
3176 3021 Tripod w/3130 Head 

3177 3021 Tripod w/3265 Head 

3179 3011 Tripod w/3130 Head 

3181 L/W Pro Cine/Video w/75mm Ball 
3183 L/W Pro Cine/Video w/3066 Head 
3187 Mini-Pro Cine/Video w/3066 Head 
3194 Pro Cine/Video w/3066 Head 
3265 Grip Action Ball Head 


SLIkK 









































































503-OF .... 68.95 504-OF .... 83.95 505-0F .... 137.95 
506-OF . 158.95 510-VF .... $3.95 511-0F ...... 32.95 
512-0F .... 47.90 523-0F .... 77.95 U-B000 ....,. 49.95 
EZ-Pod Jr 29.95 V-700 Video Dolly 64.90 








NO MEMORY BATTERIES 
12V SHOULDER PACKS/BATTERY BELTS 























HP-3 3.4 AH 12v Shoulder Battery Pack 35.95 
MM-5 6.5 AH 12v Shoulder Battery Pack 37.95 
“BES-012 13 AH 12v Shoulder Battery Pack ... 66.95 
“EXC-5 5 AH 12v Shoulder Battery Pack 91.95 
*PRB-6.56.5 AH 12v Battery Pack CALL 
*PRB-10 10 AH 12v Battery Pack 64,95 
*PRB-14 13 AH 12v Battery Pack 80.95 
*PRB-134 13 AH 12v Battery Pack........ 111.95 
*PRB-20 20 AH 12v Battery Pack 130.95 
*XLR MODELS. dd $30.00 
6V EXTERNAL CAMCORDER BATTERIES, 
XJ-66 4.0 MAH f/Sony 8mm 7.50 
XL-66 6.5 MAH f/Sony 8mm ius 
XP-66 10 MAH f/Sony 8mm 58.50 
XJ-77 4.0 MAH f/Canon 8mm 37.50 
XL+1 6.5 MAH f/Canon A-1, L-1 64.95 
XP-1 10 MAH f/Canon A-1, L-1 74.95 
XV-1 20 MAH f/Canon A-1, L-1 139.95 
XJ-88 4.0 MAH f/Hitachi, RCA 8mm. 37.50 
XL-88 6.5 MAH f/Hitachi, RCA 8mm. 48.50 
XP-88 10 MAH f/Hitachi, RCA 8mm CALL 
XV-88 20 MAH f/Hitachi, RCA 8mm 109.50 
XJ-99 4.0 MAH f/Panasonic, JVC, VHS-C 42.50 
XL-99 6.5 MAH f/Panasonic, JVC, VHS-C 48.50 
XP-99 10 MAH f/Panasonic, JVC, VHS-C 58.50 
XV-99 20 MAH f/Panasonic, JVC, VHS-C 109.50 
XL-33 6.5 MAH f/Sharp VHS, (Slimcam) 54.50 
XP-33 10 MAH f/Sharp VHS, (Slimcam) 64.50 
XV-33 20 MAH f/Sharp VHS, (Slimcam) 109,50 
ACCESSORIES 
BVM-12 12v in-line Battery Meter 24,95 
12v Power Adaptor Car Cords CALL 
BMW-Pro Pro Wireless Mic System CALL 
BCX-1 Universal Quick Charger & Refresher .... 34.95 
MP-101 Motorized Pan Head 94.95 
Replacement Camcorder Batteries V/any Model.........CALL 


LENMAR 


NoMEM BATTERY 
“NO MEMORY CAMCORDER BATTERIES 
SP-77LD* 2hr W/LED for Sony 49.50 


JP-77HD* 2hr Multi-Battery w/LED 59.95 
CB-72L* 2hr for Canon 49.95 
PCB-17L* 2hr (2300 MAH) for Palmcorder ..... 49.95 


SB-122 Sharp BT21/22 Slim Cam 49.55 
‘$B-180 2hr (2600 MAH) Battery t/Sharp, Viewcam, 
Sony, JVC, Panasonic 49.50 
LED-65U* 6V 6.5AH Beltpak w/LED Tester 
Runs camcorder 5+ hrs. For Sony, Canon, RCA/ 


Hitachi, Pan/JVC - (please specify) 59.50 
LED-100U* 6V 10AH BeltPak w/LED Tester 
(Specify Camera) 69.50 


LP-4500" 6V 4.5AH BeltPak (Specify Camera) 48.95 

LP-6500* 6V 6.5AH Beltpak - Runs camcorder 5+ 
hrs. ForSony, Canon, RCA/Hitachi, Pan/JVC - 
(please specify) 58,50 

















0-800 VHS Hi-Speed Rewinder w/tast forward ,, 19.95 
VR-88 8mm Rewinder w/tast forward 29,95 
BCR-10 Full Charge Charger/Recond (9,6v-12v), 59,95 
BCR-96 Quick Charger/Recond 49.95 
BRC-262. Omni Charger Plus 59.95 
VS-L30_ 3x Tele Lens (37-52mm) CALL 
C-20 2x Tele Lens (37mm) CALL 
6-55 .55x Wide Lens (37mm) CALL 
$C-500 Auto Cord 12V Car Cord tSony TR-200/500 ., 29,95 


UAC-66 Auto Cord Univ. 6V Car Cord (Fits most brands) 29.95 


enn 
PHOENIX @& 


Top-Quality Japanese Hi-Res Optics (10 Year Warranty!) 
0.5x Wide Angle /ncludes: Case, 46mm, 49mm. 





& 52mm Adaptors 129.95 
2x Telephoto /ncludes: Case, 46mm, 49mm 
& 52mm Adaptors 129.95 
0.42x Semi-Fisheye /ncludes: Pouch, 27mm, 
30.5mm & 37-37mm Adaptor Rings 
0.65x Wide Angle /nciudes: 27mm, 30.5mm 
‘Adaptors 59.95 
1.5x Telephoto /nciudes: 27mm, 30.5mm 
Adaptors 
0.7x 1.4x Reversible /ncludes: 27mm, 30.5mm 
Adaptors: 59.95 
0,65x + 1.5x Rolling Flip /ncludes: Pouch, 27mm, 
30.5mm & 37mm & 46mm Adaptor Rings . 99.95 


99.95 
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When you're buying audio and video components, 
it's important to understand that it's not enough to 
buy a good TV and VCR. Components must also be 
chosen for how they sound together. PARA is a 
professional association of independent specialty 
audio/video stores who are committed to the high- 
est standards in retailing. 





PARA stores will take the time to ask about 
what you already own and suggest home 
theater components that will integrate into 
your current system. 






PARA home entertainment professionals are 
educated to explain the newest technologies in 
clear, friendly language, helping you get the 
best value for your money. 









Let us help you choose the system that's just 
right for you. 


CALL 1-800 4-PARA 94 to find the PARA 
dealer nearest you! 








Professional 
AudioVideo 
Retailers 
Association 







































Order Toll Free: 


| EDITORS | 


VIDEONICS 


Character Generator TM-2000 . 419. a 
TM-2000 (Pal) 544.95 

Sound Effects Mixer (Boing Box) SE-1 . 94.95 
Thumbs Up Video Editor TU-1 . 129.95 
Digital Video Mixer MX-1 849.95 
Digital Video Mixer MX-1 (Pal) 1199.95, 
Processor Plus (PPI) 69.95 
Graphics Library 37.95 
Edit Suite A/B Roll Controller . 489.95 


Video Pallette Call 


AMBICO 


6350 Video Title Writer .. 119.95 
6300 Editing Effects Mixer ... 149.95 


NEW JX-ED11 

JX-T88 S-VHS Character Generator 
JX-T66 Character Generator .. 79.95 
JX-S 300 AV/SVHS Switcher . 179.95 
JX-SVS5S Video Production Center . 309.95 
JX-S700 Remote AV Switcher. 379.95 


RCA 


GET TWICE THE FEATURES FOR 


LESS THAN 1/2 THE PRICE 
STUDIO PRO Video Color Control Center 
vCC-1000 ONLY 99.90 


69.95 
169.95 





ay VIDEO PRODUCTION 


Digital Video Mixer 
‘SIMA'S NEW SFX-M GIVES YOU ALL 
OF THESE DIGITAL VIDEO-EFFECTS AT 
A VERY AFFORDABLE PRICE 
‘Studio Style & Transitions and effects 
© Real Blue Screen Chroma Key 
@ Hundreds Of Digital Special Effects 
@ Hundreds Of Colorful Wipes & Fades 
© Easy Set na Works W/S-VHS-and Hi8 
@ Built-In Stereo Audio Mixer, 
Introductory Price 569.95 


-T 
All In Color 
Titler And Video Editor 


Now you can give your video's a more 
professional look W/SIMA VIDEO 
EDITOR & COLOR TITLER 

Only 179.95 


SFX-L VIDEO ED-IT 
AUTOMATIC INFRARED SPECIAL 
EFFECTS EDITOR WITH CONTROL-L 
+ Preprogram up to 46 edit points. » 
Auto infared remote editing » One but- 
ton and your recorded tape is automat- 
ically edited « Complete w/stereo audio 
mixer & hi-fidelty microphone adds 
music « Includes S-video connectors 


for Super VHS & 164 95* 


Hi-8 formats. 


SIMA SFX-5 VIDEO PRO 
DIGITAL EFFECTS GENERATOR 

= Freeze-Frame & Dtrobe « Picture-In- 

Picture « 4 or 9 Frame Multiscreen » 

Paint & Mosiac 164.95 


SIMA SCW COLORWRITER 
8-VHS COLOR CHARACTER GENERATOR 
= 8 Colors & 4 sizes » Deluxe rubber 
keyboard « 12 pages of memory « Titles 


can be bordered 138 95* 


or boxed 
SFX-4 
SPECIAL EFFE@TS GENERATOR 
+ Over 100 wipe patterns » Crossfade 
‘one input to next Variable wipe & fade 
speed * Stereo sound mixer 
* SVHS/HI8 compatible 187.95* 


VIDEO EDIT MASTER PLUS 
HOME VIDEO EDITOR & SOUND MIXER 
w/ COLOR ENHANCER 

@ Edit w/ Black & White Fades 

@ Adjust Color, Detail & Brightness 
© Split screen to compare original 
& Improved Image 

el A 1 Output; S-VHS & Hi-8 tar 
SED-EM 


ab .. 87.95 
DIGITAL PRO ED/IT 3X* 
NEW digital circuitry! NEW variable 
speed fade! NEW crossfade! A full fea- 
tured digital color processor, plus mini- 
editor, plus video enhancer, plus stereo 

audio mixer! 88.9 


SED-IR ED/IT 

SED-1 ED/IT 1 

ED/IT 2 

SED/2X 

SSM-3 Stereo Sound ier "9 ‘ 
SCG Screenwriter 

SVC Copy Kit 


SVC-2 Copy Kit 2 27.95 
SVC-3 ee 3 63.95 
SMK Easy Titler 21.95 
SBB-Booster Box ........... 19.95 





ADD $10.00 FOR PAL VERSION ] 
VIDEO MICROPHONES 


SHF-2 Super Sound Cather ..... 

SHS - Sound Soure IR Stereo Hst 74.95 
Tele Mike . 27.95 Cam Mike . 18.95 
Stereo Cam Mike 28.95 Mixer Mike ..... 39.95 


VIDEO SUPPORT 


Video Prop. 24.95 Campod 29.95 
POWER MAX BATTERY 
CHARGES/RECONDITIONERS 


SPM-1 Quick ide OC . 15.95 
SPM-3 Powermax Plus Charg/Discg = 

SPM-6 6V Discharger u 

SPM-7 Auto Select Discharger 16.95 
SPM-8 Charger/Discharger AC 34.95 
‘SPM-10 Pulse Charg AC/DC 2port 42.95 
SPM-B Power Pocket 23.95 
SPM-E Battery Eliminator . 18.95 














HEADPHONES § 








WIRELESS HEADPHONES 
MOR IF 210K 79.95 MOR IF 410K 129.95 
MOR IF 610K 144.95 MOR IF 710 ..... Call 


SMILE 


| glass optical port, 























PHOTO 
& VIDEO 


1-800-516-4201 


NY RESIDENTS & INFORMATION 1-212 967-5900 





LCD COLOR VIDEO MONITORS 





CITIZEN LCD M-329 MKIl T 

"7-30 HS... 2.09 
Color Video Monitor T-60 HS 209 
Now you can ne 7-120 HS .. 1.79 
monitor you T-160 HS. 2.59) 
videos as you’ 1-750 HS Beta 3.19) 
take them in Full 7-120 EHG 2.14) 
Color. This 2.9" 7-160 EHG .... 2.89) 
Color Monitor weighs just 5 ounces and 7-120 Hifi 2.49 
is supplied with a hood for use in Jeu T-160 Hifi 3.49 
locations. T-120 HDX-Pro 5.79) 
M-938 3.8" Monitor om % ST-120 XP Pro 6.39) 


AC Adapter 18.95 TV Tuner 69.95  ST-160 XP Pro 7.89 





OC Car Cord . 29.95 Case 18.50 TC-30 EHG .. 3. 

M-329 Pal. 149.95 1-740 164.95  STC-20 XP .. 4.69) 
M-938 Pal 219.95 STC-30 XP .. Call} 
Sony XVM-30 3" Monitor 369.95 6-120 8mm 2.94) 
New Casio Monitor P6-90 EHG ... 2.99) 
WSPOAKET .ccscveernnee 99.90 PH120 EHG ... 4.19 





P6-60 HMP .. 4.89) 
6-90 HMP 
6-120 HMP . 5.84) 
P6-120 HME... Call 
P6-60 HME ... 8.49 








MICROPHONES 


AZDEN is ssi 
ASK ABOUT 

WHX-PRO . 159.95 WR-2 PRO . 149.95 REBATES 

WMS-PRO 144,95 WM/T-30 ... 54.95 1-60 HO 


CEU 


4 
WLX-PRO . 134.95 WM/T-PRO . 113. _ 7120 HO. 1, 
WLX-PRO/ 139.95 DMH-80S .. 48.95 T-160HQ. 2 
WLUT-PRO . 78.95 WR-PRO ... 80.95 1-60 S-HG 2. 
ECS-440 .... 99.95 CAM-3 ..... 49.95 1-120 S-HG 2 
BR SS BS ieee! 
i 54.95 DM-100..... 64.95  TC-20 S- 
TC-30 S-HG 3.35) 
NADY t 120 AV Master jm 
120 AVM. (Ib) 5. 
151 VR/LT Wireless Mic 109.95 
ST-30 S-VHS 5.34 
151 VRVHT Wireless Mic 129.95 $T-60 S-VHS 54 


351 VRILT Compact Wireless Mic . 189.95 cr iog CVn § 





351 VR/HT Handheld ..... 189.95 
VLM-770 Lavalier Mic... 29.95 $1160, SHS i 
401-LT Wireless Mic 184.95. a) cvise Si 
101-HT Wireless Mic ..... 194.95 prian’ tall 
201-LT Wireless Mic 249.95 been arm 259 
201-HT Wireless Mic ..... 264.95 Beto yn’ 5 6g 
551 VR/LT 489.95 be ay HG aim 2.29) 
551 VRVHT 989.95 Fe 60 Hg Emm 2.99 
VCM-100 Video Boom Mic . 39.95 6-120 HG 8mm 3: 29 
AVM-300 Stereo Audio Mixer. 44.95 P6-60 HI Bmp . 4.09 
MCM-400 Portable Audio Mixer 34.95 PP'y LTP. d'tq 
NHM-200 Monitoring Headset . 14.95 ean yp.” 9'aq 
SBM-500 Stereo Boom Mic .. 29.95 P6-30 HME 529 
CTM-600 UNI-Directional Mic . 39.95 76-80 HME 7/59) 
pee hy Ue ee ae 
HEADPHONES Range 150 tt 64, 85 rg MAXELL, s 
Additional Headset T-160 GX 294 
7-120 HGX/GLD 2.39 
7-160 HGX/GLD 3.49 


BESCOR TA20XLHIFI, 2.79 
BMW-PRO om ST-2OXRS ..... 6.49 
Professional Gn 4 ST-IG0XRS ..... 7.99) 


Wireless T2OHGKIGLO 3.39 


ee “® 98.95 TC-30HGXGLD 379 


tp 100 range.© 2Mics (1clip-on, 10-20 Pro ...... 4.29 
1 hand-held). @ Switchable channels STC-SOKRS™.. 5.88 
to select the clearset sound. @ Monitor P6-15 8mm .... 3.28 
earphone lets you monitor sound being 6-90 8mm .... 3.59 
recorded. @ Camera shoe or velcro mount 6-90 HGX 8mm 3.69 
for added versatility, @ Includes + High  P6-120 HGX 8mm 3.59 
sensitivity lapel Mic, Handheld Mic, Cam- 6-150 HGX 8mm 3.49 
corder Hook up Cable, Monitor Earphone, P6:180 HEX 8mm 3.68 
and Batteries. Soa _ 
CALL FOR BESCOR CATALOG XRM.120 5.29 
P6-120 8mm 2.89 

WE ARE THE WIRELESS FUTURE ae M a 
Featuring dbx Noise Reduction 1-120 HG 789 
MR-1 WIRELESS SYSTEM 7-120 HiPro 5.95 
LAVALIER SYSTEMS 7-120 Premium 4.29 


ST-2 (L) Audio Technica MT-350 
w/Sony Mic/Mr-1 Receiver 324.95 
ST-2 (L) AT831 Transmitter w/ Audio 
Technica Mic/MR-1 Receiver... 369.95 
ST-2 (L) ECM-44 Transmitter 

w/Sony Mic/Mr-1 Receiver 369.95 


HAND HELD SYSTEMS 

SH-2/PR4 Audio Technica 

Dynamic Mic/Mr-1 Receiver ... 344.95 

SH-2/58 Shure SM58 dynamic 

Mic Element/MR-1 Receiver ... 394.95 

SH-2/85 Shure SM-85 Condenser 

Mic Element/Mr-1 Receiver 529.95 
MR-1 MICRO RECEIVER 
SUPER TD TRANSMITTER 

LAVALIER SYSTEMS 

Sony Audio Technica/TX-3 MT-350 

Body Pack Transmitter 464.95 

Audio Technica AT-831/TX-3 

Body Pack Transmitter 519.00 

Sony ECM-44/TX-3 Body Pack 

Transmitter 494.95 

Sony ECM-55/TX-3 

Body Pack Transmitter 

Sony ECM-77/TX-3 

Body Pack Transmitter 

Sennheiser MKE -2/TX-3 

Body Pack Transmitter 

Beyer 10.9 Unidirectional/TX-3 

Body Pack Transmitter 679.95 

Hand-Held Systems ... Call for Price 


VLP WIRELESS SYSTEMS 
VT-1 (L) Transmitter 
w/Lavalier/VR- Receiver . 144.95 
VH-1 Hand-Held Transmitter 
VR-1 Receiver 164.95 


VIDEO SERIES 30 FT. 
Whether you are shooting your camcor- 
der underwater or above water in the 
rain, snow, or sleet, theres an EWA 
Marine camcorder housing for 8mm, 
VHS-C, and full sized VHS. All hous- 
ings feature oversized glass optical 
ports for maximized image recording. 
Video housing s are designed for use 
with standard sized video lenses and 
batteries. Compact 

video housings feature a 3)" front 
glass at port. Full sized video 
jousings feature a 5” front 
From 199.95 
VIDEO RAIN CAPES 
OFFERS CAMCORDER PROTECTION 
AGAINST RAIN, SNOW, MOISTURE AND 
DUST. 


ST-120 S-VHS .. 8.95 
P6-120 8mm 6.49 
P6-120 Hi-8 10.99 
P6-60 Hi-8 .. 8.39 
Head Cleaner 12.95 


7120 “V, 
7-120 ESHG 
ST-120 S-VHS 
1-160 ES 
T-160 ESHG 
8mm 30 
8mm 60 
8mm 90 
“8mm 120 
8mm 150 
8mm 120 HG 
8mm 60 HG 
HI8 MP60 
HI8MP120 . 6.84 
HI-8 120 ME 9.99 
HI-8 60 ME 8.49 
HI-8 20 ME 2.49) 


L750 High Quality 2.49) 
PROFESSIONAL 
VIDEO TAPE 
MAXELL BROADCAST 
T-30 BQ 4.49 
T-60 BO 4.99 
T-120 BO 5.69 
ST-31 BO 5.99 
ST-62 BQ .... 6.49 
ST-126 BQ ... 7.49 
ST-182 BQ . 14.59 
SONY 
PROFESSIONAL 
MOST-30 S-VHS 6.99 
MOST-60 S-VHS 7.49 
MOST-120 S-VHS 7,68 
P6-30 HMPX ... 4.49 
P6-60 HMPX 
T-30BA VHS 
T-30PM VHS 
T-30PR VHS 
T-60BA VHS 
T-60PM VHS 
T-60PR VHS 
T-120BA VHS 
T-120PM VHS 
T-120PR VHS 
6-30 HMEX 
6-60 HMEX 
6-120 HMEX 13.99 
EL-250 ED Beta 13.29 
EL-500 ED Beta 14.99 






PEP er enn wenn 
SSSeessssssq 


: 


drat reeber 
Rpsee 
ttt $4 


608.95 
659.00 
679.95 








Srv earewnwe 
ESSSSSR2Sees° 


NOT DESIGNED FOR UNDERWATER USAGE 
E-190 VO-S, BMM/VHS-C Camcorders 109.95 
E-191 VC-L, Full Size VHS/S-VHS .. 119.95 
£192 VC-M, Compact 8MMVHS-C . 79.95 





Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri-9-2, Sun-10-4 


FAX 24 HOURS 1-800-699-2836 1-212-967-5912 
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29 WEST 35TH STREET, N.Y., N.Y 10001 FOR ORDERS ONLY 


CONTINENTAL USA AND CANADA 
TOLL FREE 


SMiLE 


Free Cordless Video Light W/Purchase of Camcorder!!! Ask At Time of Order 


Panasonic 
CAMCORDERS 
PV-10205 


499.95 
PV-10304 
PV-10305 . Call 
PV-10405 . 599.95 
PV-10505 634.95. 
PV-54 879.95 
PV-D705 (Digital) 
vei 


169.95 
199.95 
239.95 
279.95 


269.95 

“419.95 _PV- 
BATTERIES 
29.95 BP8B 


-., 49.95 BP11 
.. 28.95 BP15 


Panasonic PROFESSIONAL 

CAMCORDERS 

AG- OP EN0 5195.95 AG-187 . 499.95 

1399.95, 

Call F-; 250B 2495.95 

Special Prices For Complete System 
Vi 


R's 
AG-DS 840 .. Call AG-DS 850 ... Call 
AG-LO30 .. 609.95 AG-5700 . 1229.00 
AG-1300 209.95 AG-1970 . 1079.95 
AG-W1 .. 1499.95 AG-2530 .. 449.95 
EDITORS & PROCESSORS 
AG-A96 ... 379.95 WJ-MX30 1649.95 
WJ-MX50 3899.95 WJ-AVE3 299.95 
WJ-KB50 459.95 WJ-AVES 669.95 
WJ-AVE7 769.95 WV-CG5 229.95 
WV-KB15A 259.95 WJ-TTL7 289.95 
MONITORS 
CT-1030M 299.00 CT-1384VY 309.95 
CT-1384Y 254.95 CT-2584Y 469.95 
CT-2083Y 339.00 CT-2584VY 529.95 
CT-2084VY 379.95 CT-2784VY 509.95 


Jvc INDUSTRIAL 


GY-X2BU 3 CCD S-VHS La 95 
KY-27 Outfit 0 LOW 
BRS 378 Recorder/Player Theat 95 
SRS 360 Player/Recorder 799.95 
Monitors By JVC . from 239.95 & up 
EDIT-DESK 
* Free Monitor w/Purchase 
BR-S 800U Video Casset. Player/Recorder 
BR-S 500U Video Casset. Player/Recorder 
RM-G BOOU Video Casset. pyr 
nly 5499.95 


SONY 


CAMCORDERS 

. 449.95 DCR-VX 1000 . Call 
.. 549.95 TRV-40 ... 869.95 
$99.95 TRV-70 1329.95 

95 TR-400 ....... Call 
TR-600 ... 849.95 
TR-700 ... 999.95 
TR-3000 Call 
x3 Call 
FX-330 .... 499.95 
FX-630 .... 529.95 
SLV-640 269.95 EVC-200 .. 469.95 
SLV-740 279.95 GV-S50 ... 849.95 
SLV-780 334.95 SWWR- 1000 869.95 
SLV-940 354.95 i 
EVS-5000 899.95 
EVS 7000 1499.95 
50 .. 329.95 
Call 
269.95 


RV-30_. 7239! 
DCR-VX 700 ... Call 


RME-1000T 1399.95 
XV-AL100 389.95 
Call SLS 600 .. 399.95 
wove 579.95 
XV-T 33 (Video Sketch Titler) . 319.95 
DCP-77 Car Cord for Sony Camc. 69.95 
DC-S10 Car Charger and Adaptor 99.95 
HVL-20DX Light for Camcorder .... 119.95 
AC-S10 Charger/Discharger 99.95 
BCS-10 Portable Quick Charger/Disch. 109.95 
BE-V8 8mm Rewinder/Eraser .. 139.95 
GP-TRX Pistol Gri 104.95 
SPK-TRB hay . 


SPK-TRX2 133.9! 

SPK-TR3 

AVC-500 Charger Adapter Ni500 i 98 
DCV-515 Car Battery Charger .. 119.95 
BCV-500 Portable AC Charger 2 saci 94.95 
AA Battery Pack ..... 16.95 
XV-M30 Color Monitor 379.95 
Sony Cable Controls *L" 9. 


BATTERIES. 


CAMCORDERS 
GRSZ9_ 1119.95 GRAX 800 
GR-AX37 .. 499.95 GRAX 900 
GR-AX70 ..... Call GRSZ-1 
GRAX-75 .. 569.95 GRSZ-7 
GRAX 700 . 499.95 GRSX 90U 
GR-SV3 (3' LCD) w/Tuner 

VCR'S 


HR-J620 .. 219.95 HR-VP720 
HR-VP612 . 254.95 HR-S5200 
HR-VP628 299.95 HR-S7100 
HR-VP710 HR-S7200 609.95 


RINTERS 


PANASONIC 80 ‘eal - 


VW-VS 100 Sheets faa 
pease load lA Bi ota a 


400 Sh64 
TV "VCR COMBO S 


Panasonic 
PVM-1324W . 339.95 PVM-1345 ... 339.95 
PYM-1355W . 339.95 PVM-1365AD 419.95 
PVM-2035 ... 369.95 PVM-2765 ... 644.95 
PYM-M429 Call PVM-M749 Call 

NY 


so 
KV9 VM20 9" TV/VCR Call 
KV13 VM20 13" TV/VCR 359.95 
KV20 VM10 20" TV/VCR 449.95 
SHARP 
13VTF 100 13" TV/VCR 349.95 
20VTF 100 20° TV/VCR 429.95 
299. 95 


RCA 
713005 BK 13" TV/VCR 
720005 BK 20" TV/VCR 


VL-HL 100U 899.95 VLE- 300 
VL-H400U . 749.95 VLE-33U 
VLH-410U Call VLE-37U 
VL-H 420U .. Call VLE-43U 
VL-H 450U .. Call VLE-47U 
VIEWCAM ACCESSORIES 
VR-MS1U (Teleport) For All Models 
VR-HT26 N (Tuner) 
VR-ISPN (Waterproof Housing) ie. = 
VR-1MCN (Stereo Microphone) 114.95 
VR-33 ABN (A/V-In/Out Jack Pack) .. 29.95 
VR-410 ABN (A/V-In/Out Jack Pack/450 35.95 
VR-WC37C i lide Angle Conversion Lens) 89.95 


"399.95 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


pre 


VR-IC37U (Telephoto Conversion Lens) 104.95 

VR-U30 RF (RF Converter) 

VR-IAPN (Auto Pan Head) . 
SUNHOODS 

VR-BF30-BN 49.95 VR-BF40-BN M4 ie 

VR-410-BFN 


49.95 BI-77U 39.95 
89.95 BT-80BK .... 89.95 
99.95 BI-BH8SU 134.95 
| 134.95 BI-LIU 89.95 
\VR-33 CHU (Car Adapter/Batt Charger 119.95 
VR-410 CHU (CAr Adapter/Batt Charger 127.95 


CAMCORDERS 
VM-1800A, VM-2800A, 
VM-3800A VME-52A 

*) VME-54A, 
VME-410A 
VMH-38A. 
VMH-710A . Call 
\VMH-39A 749.95 
SP-1A Call 


VTF-392A Call VIF-382A 
VTF-482A .... Call VTF-494A .... Call 
VTF-UX605A Call VTS-772A .... Call 


TV, TVACR COMBO, PROJECTIONS TV'S 


<oREM 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
CC-600 . 469.95 CC-620 . 579.95 
CC-612 . 479.95 CC-740 . 649.95 
CC-616 . 549.95 CC-1000 369.95 

8MM-CAMCORDER 
PRO-930 499.95 PRO-830 399.95 
PRO-844 449.95 PRO-845 479.95 
PRO-843 . 379.95 PRO-932 559.95 
PRO-942 2 559.95 


VHS caMcORDER 
399.95, 
544.95 


Call 


cc. 190 . 549.95 CC-412 


189.95 VR-674 HF 249.95 
5 199.95 VR-667 HF ... Call 
VR-603 HF 214.95 VR-725HF. 419.95 


MIN@LTA 


CAMCORDERS Leg EANCORDERS 
C-503 Call 
C-513 w/Tuner . Special 
C- Call 
Call 
Call 


MINOLTA ACCESSORIES. 
Wide or Tele Lens 8-918 179. 

Batteries For Camcorders . from 39. % 
Shoulder Strap Camcorders from 18.95 
Car Battery Adaptor from 99.95 
Car Battery Cord from 49.95 
AV Stereo Input Cord from 24.95 
Video Output Cord from 24.95 
Remote Controller «. from 24.95 
System Cases from 49.95 
Super Directional Mikes . from 39.95 
Lenses from 49.95 
RF Adaptor . from 69.95 
AC Adaptor Charges from 119.95 
VCG1U Character Generator .. 89.95 
VTF1 Film Transfer Adaptor .; 119.95 


» 
899.95 


599.95 
34.95 


699.95 
149.95 


GV-3060 .. 644.95 GV-3090 
GV-4060 .. 549.95 GV-8020 
PM-01 Palm Mate Remote 


GV-8050 (Hi 8) 
Dual-Deck Director Software . 


TOSHI 
234.95 IBA 
329.95 TV'S IN STOCK Call 


“MITSUBISHI 


HSU-510 .. 299.95 HSU-770 649.95 
HSU-560 .. 359.95 HSU-760 ..... Call 


CAMCORDER SHOULDER REST 


Shoulder Rest (Specify Camcorder) . 39.95 
‘Shoulder Rest Pro (Specify Camerdr) fat-4 
Shoulder Rest w/Handle 

Shoulder Rest Pro w/Handle . te. 8 
Handle 27.50 Table Stand 27.50 


GLIDECAM 3000 PRO 


With the Glidecat 

3000 Pro you can: 

now stabilize any: 

camcorder weigh- 

ing from 4- 

Rue Larger 

jull-sized camcor- 

ders can now be 

used with the 

Glidecam — 3000 

Pro because the 

system —incorpo- 

fates an exclusive 

and unique exos- 

keletal forearm 

support brace, 

which eliminates 

torque from the 

operator's wrist 

and evenly distributes the weight of the 
system over the entire forearm. . 474.95 
CAMCRANE 100 . 429: 
1000 Pro 

Dual-G 


279.95 


BET. 5TH AND 6TH AVENUE 


PHOTO 
& VIDEO 


PAL VIDEO [| LeD PROJECTORS 


1119.95 


Uc-s2 549.95, 849.95 


L-2 LENS KIT OUTFIT 

CL 10-100MM 10x Lens .... 2499.95 
CL-250F4 Reflex ........ 507.95 
CL5-15 Wide angle Zoom Lens 509.95 
CL8-120 Zoom Lens 15X .... 454. 
CL8.7-69.6 Zoom Lens 8X 

€0S Adapter VL . 

CL-2X Extender 

FS-72U Filter Set ... 

RS-1000 Rain Shield 

HC-2000 Hard Case 


CANON ACCESSORIES, 
ED-100 Editor . 


SF-200 vr 
WL-50 .... 49.95 ZR-100 ... 54.95 
CANON BATTERIES 
BP-E718 ... 59.95 BP-E22 ... 79.95 
BP-E722 .. 69.95 BP-924 .. 124.95 
89.95 BP-911 .... 79.95 
44.95 BP-711 .... 44.95 


59.95 
BP-E7290 witED Display’ 99.95 


10,000 MAH Battery Pack Gives You 
pre 7 Hours On Any Camcorder 
ighs only 3.9 Ibs. 
Includes charger, and 
connecting cord. @ No 
other adaptors needed 


UCSs 


POWER ADAPTERS 


109.95 CA R200 , 99.95 
“CAR BATTERY ADAPTERS 
CB-110 ... 79.95 CB-E2 .... 74.95 
CB-E7 .... 89.95 CB-900 . 109.95 
CHARGE COUPLERS 
DC-100 ... 24.95 DC-9 
DC-200 .. 24.95 Ch aK 
PB-100 Portable Charger .... 
MC-100 Multi Charger .... 
VIDEO LIGHTS 
VL-7 ,,.... 29.95 VL-20 .... 
Bulbs For Above . 
MICROPHONES 
ZM-100_.. 139.95 DM-300 .. 
MM-200 . 134.95 MM-100 . 


a 
LENSES/FILTERS 
9.95 . 49.95 


i au 
FS-37 .. 
FS-46U 
FS-46 
FS-55U ... 
FS-55 .... 


SOFT CASES 
SC-U1 .... 59.95 SC-E708 . 
SC-900 ... 59.95 SC-E7 . 
SJ-U1 Soft Video Jacket 
VK-U1 Video Back Pack 
SK-U1 Sports Pack . 
NEW! sk 10 (Sport Pack) .. 


HARD CASES | 


1L-37 
TL-46 
TL-55 
TL-55L3X 229.95 


79.95 HC-A2 
79.95 HC-A900 .. 


RAIN SHIELDS 
: RS-300 ... 
RSU2 ABU ASSOD 
RS-U3 ...... 39.95 _RS-6 


ALL IN ONE PRODUCER 


VIDEO TRANSFER SYSTEM, WITH 
BUILT IN STEREO SOUND MIXER 


RS-U1 . 


uvc2 89.95 
Easily transfer home movies, slides, 
or photos up to 4” X 6" to video. Stereo 
Sound Mixer let's you add background 
Music and Narration as you co| 

Also available w/slide viewer . 129.95 
Optional AC Adapter . 19.95 


RAYNOX 


Professional 
Slide To Video 
Transfer SV-7000 


For transfering 35mm slides, 
the SV-7000 replaces the 


lens of your projector 69.95 


FOTOVIX 


ILM, VIDEO PROCCESSOR 
Rebates Up To $100.00 Available 


ir ital Fotovix III-SD Call 
-S Medium Format . ase 

fotork II-X w/6x Auto Zo 

Fotovix II- w/6 Auto Zoom (Pal) . ict 8 

Fotovix II-XS 

Fotovix Ill w/3x Manual Zoom tal 

fotovix Ill-S .... Call Conversion Lens Call 

;oarrier Set (specify) .... Call 

Stand Base .. Call RF Adapter .. Call 

Relpacement Bulb Call Carry Case ... Call 


FUJIX “Rebates $100 7 


PHOTO-VIDEO 


IMAGER FV-7 

+ Negative/Positive 
Switching 

+ 2x Zoom Lens 

= Vertical or 
Horizontal Images 

= Color Balance 
Adjustment 

= Output Terminals 

Slide or Negatives Holders 


120 Format Long Roll Holder : ia 


“469.95 | 


AIWA 
4-HEAD MULT DIGITAL CONVERTER VCR 
HV-MX1 


© Super Multi-Digital Converter System 
© Playback/Recording Conversion Selectable 
© Multi-System Se rere ing & Playback 


© 5-Speed Pli 
7 4- ates Recording « 469. 95 
«308. % 


W4 Combo TV/VCR 


SONY 
CAMCORDERS 
FX-280E 539.95 TR-330E 619.95 
TR-380E 579.95 TR-385 E679.95 
FX-730E 839.95 TR-440E 689.95 
« TR-580E 619.95 FX-830VE 969.95 
TR-670E 899.95 TR-680E(HiB) 949.95 
TR-3000E 1699.95  TR-B0E (Hid) 1079.95 
TR-2000E 1099.95 TR-3E 1349.95 
VX1E 2000 399.95 TRV-30E .. 879.95 
TRV-50E 1209.95 TRV-60E . 1399.95 
TRV-70E 1549.95 CPJ-100E 1149.95 


VCR's 
SLV-X711 314.95 SLV-X812 ase. 95 
EVC-345 399.95 GVS-50 949.95 


Panasonic 
NV-A1EN 539.95 NV-R5O ... 778.95 
NV-A3EN 509.95 NV-S20 ... 579.95 
NV-ASEN .. 609.95 NV-R500 799.95 
NV-M3000 899.95 NAV-550E (60X)809.95 
NV-M9000 1199.95 een ay 1099.95, 


VCR's 
.- 459.95 NV-SD25 AM. 345.95 
NV-S0300 "289.95 NV-SD2 AM .. 239.95 
NV-SD300 AM 325.95 PO-3 (Player) . 189.95 


PROFESSIONAL PAL 
AG-455 .. 1699.95 WJ-AVE 5 698. 
WiMis6 3768.00 WLMK0 148.98 
AG5700_ 899.95 NVW1........ Call 
WJ-AVET 
NV-HS1000 (same AG 1970) 
NV-HS 800 949.95 AG-4700 


VSG-204 
VSG-205 
VSG- 


210.95 VS-R150 EM 169.95 
219.95 VS-X480_EGN i. 
269.95 VSX-585 


269.95 VSX-475 ia. 8 


RSON 
Multi-System Video Cassette Player w/ 
Line Recording & NTSC 
Playback (OV202RN) ..... 169.95 


VIDEO JUICE BOX 
CAMCORDER 


NO MEMORY BATTERY 
= Four hour battery 
for Sony, Panasonic, JVC,: 
and Hitachi Camcorders 
* Incredibly small, 
only 4°x2.5"x2", 
weighs only 22 oz. 
* One “Juice Box” is 
ae ore bela] 
= Clips right to your waist, 
includes overnight charger 89. 95 


6 Volt External Camcorder Batteries 

No Memory Starved Elecrtolyte 

XL-6500 Mah . Call XJ-4000 ....... 

XP-10000 Mah . Call XV-20000 Mah . tal 
Available for 

Sony, Canon, Hitachi, Panasonic, 

JVC, Includes Cha id Waist Belt 


14v POWER PACKS 


wis Lgttwe ve ight ran House (58 
jours Of poun 
unit) w/ Clip Mount. 119.95 


os jig Belt w/ Quick Change 
ature (Wt. 8 Ibs. 

112 Watt Hours.) .. 169.95 
Also Available w/ 4 Pin XLR Plug. 


PROFESSIONAL 12v BATTERY Be 


*BES-012 (13 AH) 

EXC-5 (5 AH) . 

“Available in 4 Pin XL 

12 Volt Battery Meter - 12 Volt Power 
Adaptor Cords (for all your Camcorders) 


NO blend pili, 
No sadly ae offer a full charge 
ime! Carefree, no worry! 
wale Epa Le sl 44. 95 
‘ARMY CHARGER 
BCR262 _Automati- 
cally reconditions & 
charges two 6v bat- 
teries, Incl. NOMEM 
Plus-4 level 


LED battery 
tester & Power 


BCR10 Charger / Reconditioner for 
9.6, 10 & 12v batteries. oe 
NoMEM CAMCORDER 
BELT PACKS w/ ch 
LED65 6.5AH Runs Approx. Shrs . 59.95 
LED100 10AH us) approx. 7 hrs. 79.95 
LP650 6.5AH 12v 59.95 


TURBO CAMCHARGER BC600 
Advanced Camcorder Bi 


Re 400 ODischger | 


1-800-516-4201 


CAMCORDERS 
GR-AX48 EG 528.95 GR-S70 EG 719.95 
GR-AX66 EG 579.95 GR-AX68 EG 589.95 
GR-SX97 EG 719.95 GR-SV3 .... 649.95 
GR-SX1 ..., 949.95 GR-EZIl .... 439. 
GR-AX800 EG 819.95 GR-HFOOO EG 719.95 
VCR 


HRS-6900 SV 


SHARP 
VLE-31S .. 689.95 VLE-40 . 
VC-MHBO (6 HD MS HF Stereo) . 


HITACHI 
VM-2880 E tall sr0 ES Gall 
VM-2780E 


‘3M 
VM-HB1E .. Call VM-H80E .. 
VM-H71E 949.95 
VM-H58E 
VM-HS4E 


Me ie, 319.! s ve ‘wigs bed a 


Call 
Call 


TOSHIBA 
V0 HOH 5 VX 40 (HO) 8 
-X 420 (2HD) : 
VGP-C3D (PI 


JVC 
AVE-T4ME 14° 226.95 AVE-21M 21° 328.95 


ONY 
KV-1984 .. 399.95 KV-25 MF1 779.95 
KV-2167 ... 519.95 KV-271X1 859.95 
KV-2185 ... 429.95 KV-29CFI 1199.95 
KV-2585 .. 659.95 KV-29MFI 949.95 
KV-1487 289.95 _KV-34CF| 1699.95 


SHAR 
elie 14BNIA 


TACHI (TV) 

» MOG B79 (05° 45 
(21" Mono)299.95 
AIWA 


bo TV) 95 
PAL ACCESSORIES 
Converts NTSC Home/Video 
Appliances To PaOR/PAL M/N TV 89.95 


POWER BELT SYSTEMS 
The ultimate power solution, NRG power 
products are the best choice of knowle 
able videographers the world over. They 
provide the power to run lights and camcor- 
ders without the fear of shutdown. Ad- 
vanced memory-free NI-CAD power cells 
provide lightweight and Be service life. 
Innovative features such as dual power out- 
puts, graphic power indicator, removable 
packs, plus accessories like high speed 
charges, solar panels and car charges com- 
bine to form the complete power solutions 

for any kind of gear. 


ACCESS BELT SERIES. 
NON FORD THE POWER OF NRG. 


780 DAY-PRO SYSTEM 
Great choice for the serious ameteur 
or beg. pro. Similar to the Power-Pro 
ae but instead of removeable cell 


ce m= ae cells are an ey 7! oat 


870 FIELD-PRO SYSTEM 
The Field-Pro delivers 40% more power 
than the Day-Pro and is available in 12 
or 13.2-volt configuration. Includes 

Field-Pro belt and r choice, 12v 
or 13.2v, 95WH cell pack, 300 series 
charger ‘and comprehensive owner's 
manual. $299.9! 


880 POWER-PRO + 
No.1 choice for wedding and event vid- 
eography. High capacity quick-charge 
capable interchangable NI-Cad power 
packs. Dual outputs for two devices 
(e.g. camera & light). Output config- 
urations include olg. lighter & 4-pin 
XLR in any combination. ... $329.95 


970 POWER-MAX 
Choice of the power huni ry pro, 
Maximum capacity __intercl able 
sey in 12 or 12.2V. includes. 

it and power chanels, cell pack, a0 
charger, comprehensive manual. $419 


HA FREE 
Q Hands Free Brace w/ Qui 
tes The went fe comes complete 
w/ two waterproof accessory, 
Pouca . 39.95 
50 Sturdy shoulder brac 
54.95 


offer ture hands free sinport 


Travel Case .... 


Obie Light 

VHS-C Aday 

“S" Video To RCA C: 
VHS Instruction Tape 
Steadicam JR PAL 


























SHARP VISION | 
XVH-35U LCD Projector ......... 
XVS-90 LCD Projector éao9, % 
XVP-10U Compact LCD Projector . 1399.95 
XVP-15U Compact LCD pee 
w/Remote Control . 1699.95 


SHARP 
MULTI SYSTEM PROJECTOR 
@ Sharpvision @ 330 Lux 
@ 100° (254cm) © RCA Video Input 
@ 100.386 Pi © Ultra dein 
XV 315P_. -+_ 1599.95 


ShowPro vont 
, LCD Video Projector 
' Project a bright, clear, 
truecolor picture from 
20° up to a giant 120° 
diagonal on any screen 
or blank wall. 
AVP-400 .. 
‘AVP-400 MS (220V) 
Zoom Lens 
AVP-500 (300.000 
Compatible wal Se 
AVP-550 (w/ VGA Graphics Compatibility 


CITIZEN 
30PC LCD COLOR VIDEO PROJECTOR 
© Compact Body (weighs less than a pound 
Jp to 147,000 pixels for enhanced screen 
eats and visi lity 
jjustable screen size 6” to 100° 

Screen brightness adjustment 
@ Easily connects to VCR's, camcorders 
TV's or PC,s. a . 
Spare Bulbs » 39.95 


P-701 LCD Projector ....... . 369.95 
P-401 ... 199.95 TR-1 Mini Tripod 19.95 
Bulb 70. 34.95 Bulb /P-40U/ a a 
Case for P- H 9.95 


SUNPAK 


CV-20SA 
99.95 


AUTO SENSOR VIDEO LIGHT 
© Long Life Rechargeable Battery Provides 
up to 40 Minutes of Running Time 
@ Unique Discharge protection System 
© Uses The Same 8mm Camcorder Bate 
Heart bald ys i) Auto ... 64.95 
ito 89.! 
Ready Lite 10 44.95 BATTERIES 
oe Lite 20 34.95 9.95 


. 
. 39. 
. 69. 
pa 

19. 
° 8 


95 
95 
95 
95 
95 
95 


MEMORY-FREE 
6v BATTERIES 


Y, JVC, 


SHARP. PANASONIC, 
RB70U (2000 Mah) 34.95 
RB7OUL ta Mah) 44.95 
RB80U (2700 Mah) 44.95 
RBBOUL (2700 Mah) 59.95 
RB- ate Ae (1700 Mah) ..... 39.95 
FREE Video Light 


SUNPAK AUTO PAN HEAD. 
AP-200W . 
Rt 0 Remote Sensor Gord. 


NRG LIGHTING 


THE LIGHT CHOICE 
Highlite Dual Beam DC 35 Watt 74.95 
Versalite AC/DC Light 
Versalite AC/DC Profession 
Versalite Professional 
Lite-Rite Light Control 


SIMA 
SL-1 Cordless Video Light .... 29.95 
SL3-3 20 Watt w/Sony Battery 49.95 
SL-6 15 Watt Mini Video Light . 18.95 
SL-7 20 Watt Mini Camlight . 95 
SL-8 10/30 Watt Dual Beam 
SL-9 30 Watt Camlight . J 
SL-10 20 Watt Sensor Light 


PLC-220N 
Portable LCD Color Video Projector 
tM “ye ae ae pea w/remote 
focus @ ines Resoluti 
338,400 pixels WTFT 2699.95 
PLC-320! 
320” Multimedia Data-Grade LCD Video 
© links the powerful performance of the 
PC directly to the dramatic impact of the 
big screen @ Connects directly to IBM VGA, 
EGA or Macintosh I! Computer systems @ 
Multi-channel, multi-voltage capability for 


NTSC, PAL, SECAM and NTSC 4.43 color 
systems and voltages from 


i 
RV-S955 

VIDEO and ANIMATION EDITING RECORDER 
« RS422 Compatible » SMPTE Time Code 
Generator & Reader w/ Built-In Drop Frame 
& Non Drop Frame Read/Write « Single- 
Frame Animation Controller « Video & Audio 
‘Switcher w/ Two Independent Video & Two 
Independent Audio Channels * S-VHS For- 
mat * Auto “seg | Single RS422/RS232 
Input « Playback Video Processing + Signal 
Monitoring & VCR Status Indicators » Time 
Code Status Display » Compatible w/ Most 
a Ure ale 

rograms: iting 
Controler Systems... . 2799.95 


LC-4000 (LCD Video Proj wa) 9599.95 
LC-520 (LCD Video Proj w/Data) .. 6299.95 


PROJECTORS SCREENS 
Wide selection screens for your LCD 
Projection. Most popular screen available. 
100° Manual Pull-Down 149.95 
100" Electric Roll-Down 649.95 


VIDEO LIGHTING tg 
COOL-LUX” 


MINI COOL PROLIGHTS 
LK-2050 A/C D/C Mini Cool Pk. 99.95 
LK-2000 Standard Pack ....... 79.95 
LK-2060 Pro Pak 2000 .......... Call 
BULBS & CONTROL DEVICE Avalible 

MICRO-LUX LIGHTS 
LK-2500-Cam Pak . 
LK-2100-Bulk Light 

U-3 BROADCAST 

LIGHTING 
U-3 Tri-Light 139.95 
MR-11 Lamps Call 
Gel Holder . 399.95 
Diffusion Pak 299.95 


CHARGES 


. Call 


Pana Charge . 
169.95 
Cal 


BC-3600 
BC-3500 Super Fast Charger 
Olympic Chargers 6y/7.. 


POWER BELTS 
& PACKS 


3020 L-2.3 Power Pack ....... 
3050 L-7.0 Power Pack . 
3100 L-14 Power Belt w/2 Cig. Ltr Plugs 229.95 
3150 L-14 Power Belt w/2 4 Pin Plugs 239.95 
3160 L-14 Power Belt w/t Cig. & 1 4 Pin Plug229.95, 
3200 L-20 Power Belt w/2 ro Ltr Plugs 279.95 
3250 L-20 Power Belt w/2 4 Pin Plugs 269.95 
3260 L-20 Power Belt w/t Cig. & 1 4 Pin Plug 269. 


69.95 
. 79.95 


ith-Victor 


Sm 
Q-250 SG 250 Watt AC Light . 39.95 * 


MP 100A (100w 12v) Medial 1 95 
MgO 1s0w Uy elec vorreee OB 
M100 Micro 100 w Lite 

M-75 AC/DC Light 

K-102 Light Kit 


VIDEO LENSES 


VIVITAR 


SPECIAL 0.42x Lens 
Super Wide Angle . 


3.5x vr en i Special Me i 
55x Wide Angle .. 

1.5x Telephoto Lens... 

0.6x/1.5 (for Sony TR or Equ) . 


KGT-20 37mm 2x Telephoto 

KG-05 37mm 0.5 Wide Angle . 

KC Set 37mm 0.5x1.5 ..... % 
KUT-400 46mm 4x pails 159.95 
KU-65 46mm 6.5 Super Telephoto . 199.95 
KVC-20 49mm 2x Telephoto .. 54.95 
KVC-05 49mm 0.5x Telephoto . 54.95 
KVC-200Hi 49mm 2x Telphoto Hiband 109.95, 
KVC-050Hi 49mm 0.5 Wide Ang!. Hiband 109.95 
KVW-045 49mm 0.45x Wide Angle . 69.95 


PROFESSIONAL VIDEO LENSES 
0.5x Wide Angel Includes: Case, 46mm, 
49mm, & 52mm Adaptors ......... 99.95 
2.x Telephoto includes: Case, 46mm, 
49mm, & 52mm Adaptors .. 99.95 


SIGMA 


V18 1.8X AF Telephoto 
VTL 1.5X Telephoto .... 
VT-P 1.5X Tele Professional 
VZ-2 1.8X/4X Zoom .... 


ONY LASER DISC PLAYERS} 


MOP 500. 349.95 MDP 550 
MOP 650 .. l_MDP 750 .... 


« 11.95 
47.95 
62.95 
174.95 


,RAYNOX LENSES 


31-2002 2X f/TR-101 
gt 1001 Wide/Tele F/TR-101 
XL-505 Wide Angle F/43 to 52 
AF-1000 Tele/Wide £/37-27mm. 
AF-2000 2X Telephoto 37mm . 43.95 
AF-5000 0.5X Wide 1/37-27mm .. 
AF-3000 3X Tele 37mm 
AF-1010 Tele/Wide Lens Set ... 
GH-1000 Tele/Wide Kit 43mm 
QC505 .5 Ultra Wide (37) ., 
TP-2000 2X Telephoto f 
TP-2550 2.55X Telephoto ..... 
Pro-5050 0.5X Super Wide .. 
HD-747T 1.5X Telephoto 
HD-747W 0.7X Wide Angle 
HD-747T2 2X Telephoto 
Flip Il 2 in 1 Wide/Tele 
TP-3000 3x Super Telephoto . 
QC-180 Telephoto 1.8x ... 
Protector Filter 37mm 
CF-303 Special Effect Fi 


Camcorder 

on a High 
Power Video 
Microscope ..... 


ORDERING INFORMATION: Please include name, address. & phone number with payment Personal checks held for clearance. N.Y. State residence ‘add sales tax Shipping 
handling & insurance are additional. Prices in effect until next issue. as old stock lasts. Prices may include rebate. U.S.A. warranty may be additional. Returns accepted 
on most items within 10 days with prior authorization: unused and in its original packaging Shipping charges are not refundable. All orders are subject to verification. 
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TIPS FOR MAIL ORDER 
PURCHASERS — 


It is impossible for us to verify all of 
the claims of advertisers, including 
product availability and existence of 
warranties. Therefore, the following 
information is provided for your 
protection. 











1. Confirm price and merchandise 
information with the seller, including 
brand, model, color or finish, acces- 
sories and rebates included in the 
price. 

2. Understand the seller's return 
and refund-policy, including the 
allowable return period, who pays the 
postage for returned merchandise, 
and whether there is any "restocking" 
charge. 

3. Understand the product's war- 
ranty. Is there a manufacturer's war- 
ranty, and if so, is it from a U.S. or 
foreign manufacturer? Note that 
many manufacturers assert that, 
even if the product comes with a 
U.S. manufacturers warranty card, 
if you purchase from an unautho- 
rized dealer, you are not covered 
by the manufacturer's warranty. If 
in doubt, contact the manufacturer 
directly. In addition to, or instead of, 
the manufacturer's warranty, the sell- 
er may offer its own warranty. In 
either case, what is covered by war- 
ranty, how long is the warranty peri- 
od, where will the product be ser- 
viced, what do you have to do, and 
will the product be repaired or 
replaced? You may want to receive a 
copy of the written warranty before 
placing your order. 

4. Keep a copy of all transactions, 
including cancelled checks, receipts 
and correspondance. For phone 
orders, make a note of the order 
including merchandise ordered, price, 
order date, expected delivery date 
and salesperson's name. 

5. If the merchandise is not 
shipped within the promised time 
or if no time was promised, 30 days 
of receipt of the order, you generally 
have the right to cancel the order and 
get a refund. 

6. Merchandise substitution without 
your express prior consent is not 
allowed. 

7. If you have a problem with your 
order or the merchandise, write a 
letter to the seller with all the perti- 
nent information and keep a copy. 

8. If you are unable to obtain satis- 
faction from the seller, contact the 
consumer protection agency in the 
seller's state or your local Post Office. 





Save on cable rental fees! 



























WE’LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE! 



























COMPATABLE REPLACEMENTS 
FOR MOST MAJOR SYSTEMS 























Mastercard ¢ American Express ¢ Visa ¢ C.0.D. 
HAVE MAKE AND MODEL NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT USED IN YOUR AREA 















FOR ORDERS ONLY 












ALL SHIPPING & HANDLING FEES AT CUSTOMER’S EXPENSE 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied assistance. 


CABLE WAREHOUSE 


10117 WEST OAKLAND PARK BLVD., SUITE 315, SUNRISE, FL 33351 
NO FLORIDA SALES 








If, after following the below guidelines, 
you experience a problem with a mail 
order advertiser that you are unable to 
resolve, please let us know. WRITE to 
Scott Constantine, Video Magazine, 
45th floor, Hachette Filipacchi 
Magazines, Inc., 1633 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10019. Be sure to include 
copies of all correspondence. 











CIRCLE NO. 15 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



































*AUTHORIZED DEALER OF ALL MAJO 
































8418 LILLEY RD. CANTON, MICHIGAN 48187 


SONY VCR's © TV's © AUDIO Ss ONY 


CAMCORDERS © VIDEO PRINTERS 


im Panasonic 
PANASONIC CAMCORDERS| VCR's 
AG455 AG195 AG3 AG1290 


EDITORS | AG1970 
WJMX30 AGW1 


Panasonic 


PANASONIC VCR's ae 


CAMCORDERS ¢ TV's © EDITOR © VIDEO PRINTERS x 


Canon 


WE STOCK ALL 
con, THE CANON 
sats CAMCORDERS 


ome ont 
JVC JVC VCR's 


TV's © CAMCORDERS © CD's 
AUDIO/VIDEO RECEIVERS 
CASSETTE DECKS 


otOA, 
x 





Sa 


wt 


Dene 


TV's 
CT2084VY 


CT1384VY SHARP 


SHARP CAMCORDERS ™ 


dene 


ot On, 


x dene 


50n 
aOR 


ene 
GO-VIDEO 
VIDEO DECKS ¢ VHS 8M 


ol 
mt | 


RCA VCR's 
TV's DSS 
CAMCORDERS 


V@ VIDEONICS 


EDIT-SUITE ¢ VIDEO MIXER psi 
TITLE MAKER 2000*° THE EQUALIZER _& 
SOUND EFFECTS BOX* THUMBS UP # 
Rohs 


BD: 
NADY PRO VIDEO 


ae CITIZEN CAMCORDER MONIT ORS 

NIE COITEN See 
Lt Ef, ee 

Video and Audio, Planet's Got it 

Ss 


Better sound through research. 
gs 


SVG swe 


dene 


CAMCORDER 
BATTERIES 


We Stock’em All. 
Just Call! 


gtOA, 


&e 
Sen’ 


GoldStar 


VIDEODECK 
8MM TO VHS 


RECOTON 
900 MHZ SIGNALS 


otOR, 
x 


sd 
Sen’ 


ene 


alwa Sherwood 


800- 247-4663 


IN MICHIGAN CALL 1-313-453-4750 
Call with an Order or Questions Today, and Ask for a Free Catalog! 


gB. SONY GB SH 


NO CREDIT CARD FEES! 


R VIDEO EQUIPMENT BRANDS e 











| CATALOG 


CALL 800- 247-4663 FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF OUR LATEST 64 PAGE 
PLANET AUDIO AND VIDEO CATALOG 


FILLED WITH SPECS AND PRICING ON EVERYTHING 
FROM CAMCORDERS TO VCR'S, TV'S AND ALL THE BEST 
STATE OF THE ART AUDIO AND VIDEO PRODUCTS! 


The Planet Policy of Customer Satisfaction 


Planet Electronics wants to be your source for video and audio equipment. 
With your satisfaction in mind, we offer the best deals possible on brand- 
new merchandise and support it with full service before and after the sale. 
Our success rests on satisfied customers and we gr eatly value your repeat 
business and referrals. We offer no “backdoor deals”, “special prices on 
refurbished products”, or use any “bait and switch” or “hidden charges” 
tactics, All Planet Electronics merchandise is fully factory authorized and 
Jactory sealed, brand-new merchandise that we have priced below average 
retail prices. We want our customers to get the best deal on the best mer- © 
chandise with the best service available anywhere. 


Planet Has the Accessories You Need Too! 


Same 
SIMA VIDEO EDI +R 
TITLERS ¢ LIGHTS 
MIXERS « BATTERY 
REFRESHERS 


TOR 
x) 


fe 
Sen 


BOGEN TRIPODS 
3124 Dolly 3144 Shoulder 
3016 Monopod 3179 Tri-pod 
3116 Mini 3170 Tri-pod 
3140 Pro 3160 Tri-pod 


Blank Tape 2 eam 


Lye Maxelle Sonye TDK 
JVs Scotche Fuji 
CALLS! All Formats! Call! 
ey On, 


AQAZDEN’ azoew viveo me's 9s 


IMPROVE CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE ene 
AZDEN LENS e REWINDERS e MIXERS 


All! Just Call! 


ELIMINATE ANNOYING COPY 
PROTECTION INTERFERENCE 
DURING PLAYBACK OF RENTED MOVIES 


“ne BLACK BOX” 


DIGITAL. STATE OF THE ART UNIT WORKS AUTOMATICALLY 
WITH ANY TV, VCR, VHS OR BETA REMOVING ALL FLASH- 
ES, STREAKS, JITTERS AND OTHER EMBEDDED JAMMING 
PROCESSES GIVING YOU-A.CRYSTAL CLEAR PICTURE. 


"LIMITED INVENTORY: 


oo) Is 


_—— 
h 
o=— 














CIRCLE NO. 14 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


CALL TOLL-FREE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 1-800-729-8939 


Your Source for All You Need ae: Brie nee SONYePIONEER®JVC 
to Bring Home Theater to Life! ; ‘| JBLeKLHe TOSHIBA 


HI-Fl COMPONENTS a \ By = HARMAN/KARDON 
oe AIWAeCANON@NIKON 


BIG SCREENTVs ==" ee 4 SAS MINOLTACOLYMPUS 


It’s Finally Here! 
SPEAKERS : 
FREE 35/96 ‘ 


Simply call our Catalog 
Hot Line and leave 
your name 

and address! 


irene Ce - 9 1-800-729-8940 


CIRCLE NO. 47 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


EMAIL: 72303.1734@ Compuserve.com * WEB PAGE: www.cameraworld.com ° FAX (503)222-7070 * TOLL (503) 227-6008 
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THE VIDEO EDITING & PRODUCTION EXPERTS 


ear) SOO-F2S-2525 


Desktop Video Effects 
-.. Without the computer! 
Dazzle your friends & family with Hollywood type special effects. 
Sima’s fabulous new SFX-M gives you all of these digital video 
effects at a very affordable price: 
STUDIO STYLE TRANSITIONS AND EFFECTS 
Dual Time Base Correctors (TBC) provide true dissolves and A/B 
wipes from one moving picture into another. Two moving pictures 
can also be simultaneously displayed. 
REAL BLUE-SCREEN CHROMA KEY 
The blue key Superimposes you onto any moving background image- 
just like the TV weather man. Put yourself into your favorite movies! 
HUNDREDS OF DIGITAL SPECIAL EFFECTS 
Create hundreds of different, exciting combinations with STILL, three 
STROBE SPEEDS, two PAINT levels, three MOSAIC levels, and COLOR 
NEGATIVE 
HUNDREDS OF COLORFUL WIPES AND FADES Combine wipes and 
fades with special effects to create a virtually unlimited palette of 
transitions. Adjustable wipe angle and wipe edge 
EASY TO SET-UP AND FUN TO USE Two inputs/outputs with separate 
monitor jacks. Works with all formats including S-VHS & Hi8. 
BUILT IN STEREO AUDIO MIXER. 


Model # SIMA SFX-M $599 
Introductory Special (Reg. $799) Sale expires 


Deluxe gold tipped S-VHS Cable Kit $29.95 12/31/95 








i 


of Clarity Electronics LTD. * 4120 Meridian Bellingham, WA 98226 « fax (360)734-33 14 


a division ¢ 





source! 


HOME THEATER & AUDIO 
INDUSTRIAL & CONSUMER 
CAMCORDERS, VCRs 


AND EDITING GEAR 
ACCESSORIES*MONITORS*TAPE 
TVs*BIG SCREENS*DSS*LASERDISC 
AUDIO SEPARATES*VIEWCAM & MORE! 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE 
FEDERAL EXPRESS DELIVERY 


GREAT PRICES ¢ EXCELLENT SERVICE 
We proudly feature 


PANASONIC#S ONYeJ VC*HITACHI*SHARP*CANON 
RCA*TOSHIBA* VIDEONICS*PIONEER*B&K*FUII 
KENWOODsJBL*BOGEN*LOWELL*AZDEN*INFINIT Y 


AND MUCH MORE! 
Fedex == 


87 


CIRCLE NO. 13 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


"1 























CODs & POs 
WELCOME! 























DON'T 
MISS 
THESE 
AWESOME 
DEALS! 


















VAVAVAY, 




















Canon 
ES5000 


EYE CONTROL CAMCORDER 


Give us a call 
for a great 
price on 





Canon's 
revolutionary | 
new =| 
camcorder! 





ALL CANON MODELS IN STOCK! 











SPECIAL OF THE IIONTH 





CALL TODAY 
FOR A SUPER PRICE 
ON THIS SUPER DECK! 
Res DSS receiver control, 
VR725HF Hi Fi ae aiaid, 
SUPER VHS VCR VCR plus+, 
flying erase head, 
ape te 








and much more! 














oO PIONEER 


ALL COMPONENT AND 
PROJECTION TELEVISION MODELS 
IN STOCK! 











VIDEO 


For Advertising Information call 1-800-445-6066, 9am - 5pm EST 





It is impossible for us 
to verify all of the claims of advertisers, 
including product availability and exis- 
tence of warranties. To confirm that an 
advertiser is authorized to sell a product, 
we suggest you contact the manufacturer 
directly. Please review our Tips for Mail 
Order Purchasers. 


AUTHORIZED 


FRIENDLY ADVICE! FREE SHIPPING! CATALOG! PHILIPS, 
MIRAGE—MORE! TV’S, LASER DISC PLAYERS, VCR’S, CAM- 
CORDERS. READ BROTHERS: (803) 723-7276. 


MOVIES/FILMS/VIDEOS 


1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES/SOUNDTRACK LPS! Video cata- 
logue-$1,00. Descriptive catalogue-$9.95, Soundtracks-$1.00. 
RTS/VE01, Box 93897, Las Vegas, Nevada 89193. 


SPRING '95 RELEASES, Karate, ballet, family ‘portraits’, Naturist 
videos. Catalog $3. Natuurlik Box 5278Vi, SM. CA 90409. 


NUDE CONTESTS Videos. Glamour, Athletic, Amateur, Unisex. 
SAS.E. for Brochure, Classic Productions, Box 952, Dept. VI, 
Metairie, LA 70004. 











YOUNG BEAUTIES OF OLD MEXICO- Vol. 1-1 hr $12 Info $1. SFV- 
PO. 1743 Odessa, Tx 79760. 





VIDEOS! Nudist, Adult, more! Exclusives! Super Discounts! 
Complete Catalog- FREE! F.P.(v), CP116F, Toronto, Canada, 
M4Y-2L5. 





NINETEEN SENSUOUS AMATEUR PLAYMATES’ VIDEO FROLIC. 
$19.95; Odyssey, Dept. VI, POB 230902, Encinitas, CA 92023. 
Visa/MC; 1-800-755-6595, Free Catalog 





FREE Search Service: every title worldwide. Buy « Sell « Trade + 
Rent + Auction. Anytime: 1-800-849-7309; FAX: 1-770-227-0873. 





RIO—MARDI GRAS—SPRING BREAK! WORLD'S MOST EXOTIC 
PARTIES. VHS 60 MINUTES- $9.95. TOLL FREE 1-800-859-5926. 
ALM, PRODUCTION, DEPT. VI, P.O, BOX 1517, FT. LAUDERDALE, 
FL 33302. 





AMATEUR NUDIST VIDEOS. Exclusives! Videotape sample: 
$9.95, AMERICA PICTURES, Dept. V, 309 Judah, San Francisco, 
CA 94122. (415) 566-1212. Visa/MC. 





THE MACABRE VIDEO—Underground Cult/Horror Obscutities, 
Taboo subjects, Catalog $4.95. M.S.B, Route 1, Box 32, Ap- 
pomattox, VA 24522. 





GM VIDEO PRESENTS: Social Nudism on the Colorado River 
during Spring Break, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day!! Over 85 videos! Preview Videos (2hrs. & 55mins,): 
$25. Catalog: $1.00, Check/M.O, to: GM VIDEO, Dept. VI, POB 
1339, Sedona, AZ 86339. Visa/MC: 1-800-829-1285. 





We supply all kinds of Hard to get Videos from Europe. Full 
detailed catalog- US $10,00 CASH. Write to: BTR Enterprises, P.O. 
Box 46, 1130 AA Volendam, Holland. Tel: 011-31- 6528-46958. 





WORLDWIDE TRAVEL, adventure, nudist videos, books, maga- 
zines, also Erotic Rio Carnivals, Mardi Gras and explicit nudists 
contests. 100 + video catalog and nudist info kit $3.00, WV 270 
North Canon Dr. # 1296 VI Beverly Hills, CA 90210. 





*NEW ‘95! NUDIST FAMILY CONTESTS. BEAUTY PAGEANTS/BODY 
PAINTING/FUN-DAY WATER-SPORTS. MEN/LADIES ALL AGES! COL- 
ORLOG $3/SAMPLER $20. GENESIS, BOX 5653, 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90409. 





SOCIAL NUDISM. Candid European videos. Rare family pag- 
eants. Catalog $3. NatFam(VV), Box 838, Venice, CA 90294. 


FRENCH LOLITAS AT RIVIERA BEACHES, CATALOG $3.00. VIDEO 
$50.00, BRAZIL VIDEO,P.O. BOX 8572, LAJOLLA, CA 92038. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! Assemble Products at Home. Call 
Toll Free 1-800-467-5566 EXT. 11815 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


DENMARK, U.S.A. Nudism lifestyle: family recreation, Infopak 
$3, Videos, magazines. Lifestyles-V, Box 661268, Los Angeles, 
CA 90066 








WHOLESALE 


To Order C 
Camcorders 


Jvc Jvc 

.. Call | GRAX700 . . HRS7100 .. .Call 

. Call | GRAX200 .. HRS5100 . . Call 
. Call | GRAX350 . . HRVP720 ..Call | HRVP422 .. 
HRVP628 . .Call | HRJ420 .... 

PANASONIC 

.. Call | PV4561 ... 
.. Call | PV4551 ... 
-.. Call | PV4501 ... 


RCA 


GRSZ9 
GRAX900 
GRAX800 


HRVP624 .. 
HRJ620 .... 


PVS4580 
PVS4566 
PV4562 


PANASONIC 

. Call] PViIQ305 . 
PVIQ705_ ..Callf PV950 ... Call 
PViQ405 ..Call} PV940 ....Call 


CALL FOR OTHER 8mm BRANDS 


Video Mixers 


VIDEONICS MX1 
VIDEONICS TM2000 
VIDEONICS TU1... 


VR678 
VR617 
VRS13_ .. 


TOSHIBA 


PVIQ505 


M781 
M751 
M671 
M471 


PIONEER 


CLDD504 ..Call | CLDD704 . Call 
CLDD604 ..Call | CLDS104 II 


Portable C ENE 


SONY 
.. Call | D842K .. 


Available 
DIGITAL SATELITTE SYSTEM 


T RECORDER 
dor 


D242CK 
D844K .. 
D848K .. 


KENWOOD 


Call | DPC651 
ll | DPC951 


Call 


MINI DISC RECORDER 


Phitable: Home ? Call 


DPC451 Call 
Cvall Teco 


24 HR. FAX (718)997-6652 


HRS.: MON.-SAT. 9 A.M.-6 P.M. Est. Prices subject to change. Prices exclude shipping & handling. Not 
ographical errors. MasterCard, Visa, American Express and C.O.D. accepted. Products 


responsible for 
come with W.C. Warranty. We ship UPS & FEDEX. 
Wholesale Connection 63-48 108th St. Forest Hills, NY 11375 


CONNECTION 


1-800-226-2800 


Receivers 


RX517 ... 

RX717 ... ‘ 

RX817 .....Call] RX10SD ... 
TECHNICS 

SAGX490_. .Call | SAGX790_. . 

SAGX690_ . .Call }SATX1010 | 

PIONEER 
- Call | VSXD704 


Home Speakers 


BOSE 
». Call 4901 .. 
Call | 701 
13 Calg 501 .. 
Call 301 .. 
.. Call 1151BK .. 
INFINITY 
Call 7 SM115 .... 
! Call | SM125 
.... Call | SM105 
.. Call | SM155 
.. Call | SM85 . 
Call 1 SM65 
PINNACLE 
.. Call 4 AC650 
. Call | AC800 
BIC 
. Call | V82S1 
.. Call | ADATTO 


«Call 

Call 
- Call 
.- Call 
- Call 


Call 
Call 
Call 
.. Call 
«Call 
Call 


VSX454 . 
VSX504 
VSX604 


...Call | VSXD903 
...-Call | VSXD3S_. 
KENWOOD 
KRV6070_ . .Call | KRV8070 . 
KRV7070_ . .Call | KRX1000 
HARMAN KARDON 
AVR30_ ... Call | AVR20 Call 
AVR25_ ....Call 1 FL8400 .. . .Call 
CALL FOR OTHER BRANDS 


CD Players 
JVC 
SD ... 


XLF215 .. 

XLM417 .. 

TECHNICS 

- Call | SLPD987 .. .C; 
Call TSLPD1010 . .C: 

KENWOOD 

DPR4070 .. .Call | DPR6070 . . . 

DPRS5070 .. .Call | DPJ1070 .. 

PIONEER 

PDM423 .. .Call | PDF1004 

PDM703 ...Call | DPF904 .... 
CALL FOR OTHER BRANDS 


.. Call 
.. Call 


.. Call 
. Call 


AIWA 


EB TSW5 
KENWOOD 


SLPD787 “ sw300 


SLPD887 . 


wal VS 
Call | MxC770 
.. Call | MxC990 
.. Call | UXC7 
AIWA 
-- Call | Nsxv90 
Call | NSX999 ... 
-» Call | NSXV150 
.. Call TNSxD858 


KENWOOD 


- Call | UD753 .. 
Call | UD952 


P.O/s Welcome 


1-800-226-2800 








FRIENDLY PEOPLE @ND EXPERT ADVICE! 
FOR INFO OR 
A SJ 
® 


SERVICE C@LL 
908-780-6600 
FAX ORDER 
908-294-7480 


American Buyer's Club Wholesale prices 
Home Theater Specialists To The Public. . . 


1-800-354-1324 


ABC 130 HIGHWAY 33 * ENGLISHTOWN 
SPEAKERS 


CUSTOMER 
— 


PIONEER “CALL 
CAR STEREO 

CALL To Meee) 
‘ADS ALPINE *CLARION* CALL 
CALL SHERWOOD « BEL * BAZOOKA 
OUR JBL + INFINITY + PIONEER 
VC + COLLINS + SONY 
CALL ABC FOR SONY HOME AUDIO 


MILLION DOLLGR INVENTORY 


5 YEAR WARRANTIES AVAILABLE FOR ALL ITEMS 


All products are new USA merchandise covered by the manufacturer's warranty or ABC's 
exclusive limited warranty and are backed by our 10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. MEM- 
BER OF THE BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU. 








REFURBISHED PROFESSIONAL VIDEO EQUIPMENT. THOMSON 
MC701A COLOR VIDEO CAMERA - $3000.00; PANASONIC AG- 
DP800 - $3500.00; PANASONIC WV-5558 - $800.00; PANASONIC 
WV-F700 - $5000.00; PANASONIC WV-F500 - $3000.00; PAN- 
ASONIC WV-F250 - $1800.00,(718) 230-9600 


VIDEO STABILIZER. Removes viewing problems from movies 
ON/OFF (BA) Switch. Gold plated connectors. Free power 
adapter. VHS $49.95. SVHS $79.95. 1-800-831-2050. 


POCKET TOOL SAFELY MAKES NECESSARY HOLES in cassettes 
to allow SVHS and Hi8 recording. Try 60 days risk free, $24.99. 
MC/VISA/AMEX 1-800-587-5984 








BLANK TAPES 


1-800-TAPE WORLD or 1-800-245-6000 
We'll beat any price! 5.95 SHIPPING e FREE CAT. 
rare 


SO! JAXELL DI FUJI 
DAT-120 7.49] XLI-90_ 1.69} D-90 79} 1-160HQ 2.79 
DAT-124 pro 9.99} XLILS 90. 2.09 ]SA-90 1,69] SVHS-1120 6.49 
T-120V 2.09] 1 120 HGX 2.79}SAX-90_ 1.99] SVHS-1160 8,99 
L750BTHG 3.99} ST 120. 6.99 ]SAX-100_ 2.497H18 120 5.99 

MPD 599) aN catTE 199| RAL IBD. 649] NC T1001 79 

-] 9 = ; 
Bal. Sie a 99 LJVC ST120 5.99 


283-6298 





#P6-120HMPX 

120 minutes. 

USED TAPES. 

Bulk erased. 
Includes storage box. 


Money Back Guarantee 
+ Quantities Limited 
+ Calif. Orders add sales tax 
+ S/H $5.00 per order - NO COD 
TOLL 


rree 1*>800-826-5432 Mc. DS, vs 


CABLE TV EQUIPMENT 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS: 
Replacements for most models. 30 Day 
Trial—1 Year Warranty! Dealer Inquiries In- 
vited. Visa/MC/Disc/Amex/COD FOR QUALITY, 
PRICE & SERVICE CALL: 1-800-259-1187. 
Eagle Electronics Inc., #1, 1301 Railhead 
Bivd., Naples, FL 33963. No Florida Sales. 


CABLE T V DESCRAMBLERS 


Ko BEST PRICES & FRIENDLIEST SERVICE 
xO 5 


ey ~ FIRST CALL THEM, THEN CALL US. 
” ALL MAJOR BRANDS AVAILABLE. 





DEALERS WELCOME 


30 Day Guarantee - 1 Yr Warranty 


GLAMORE ELECTRONICS 
1-SB00-GG5S5-1637 


VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW 








CABLE TV CONVERTERS/DESCRAMBLERS/ACCESSORIES. 
All makes & models. Immediate shipping! VISA/MC/COD. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Wing Wholesale Electronics, Min- 
neapolis, MN 800-304-4408. 
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Cable TV Descramblers 


offer a full line of original and 
aftermarket descramblers for Jerrold, Pioneer, 
Zenith, Scientific Atlanta, General Instruments... 









GALT, INC. 
Pat I 
= 


Suite 310 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS & ACCESSORIES. Fair Prices, Quali- 
ty Service, & 14 years Experience Gives Us The ADVANTAGE. 
CALL 1-800-952-3916 Visa/MC/Amex/Disc/COD. 
ADVANTAGE ELECTRONICS, INC., 1125 Riverwood Dr., Burn- 
sville, MN 55337. MEMBER OF NCCA. 


CABLE TV—New products designed and supported by the 
best in the business. External activators for Jerrold, Pioneer, 
Scientific Atlanta living or dead! Save big! Make lots of money! 
1-800-375-7022. 


CABLE TV FILTERS 


TO REMOVE INTERFERENCE 


OR BLOCK UNWANTED CHANNELS 











VHF 
SIGNAL ELIMINATOR 


Channel 


DEALER PRICING AVAILABLE 
3 30 DAY MONEY BACK 
each VISA-MC-COD 

Specify channel number - 2 thru 36 only 


STAR CIRCUITS 
1-800-535-STAR 





BEST DEALER PRICING! 
DA 


COPY RENTAL TAPES WITH OUR 
VIDEO STABILIZERS 
Now you can tune-in to your favorite 

cable TV programming and 


SAVE $100'S - EVEN $1000’S 
on premium CABLE TV EQUIPMENT. 


FREE Cable TV Catalog. —; yearn wanRANTY 
fj==| MODERN ELECTRONICS 


1-800-906-6664 
2125 S. 156TH CIRCLE * OMAHA, NE 68130 Ly 





LINK YOURSELF TO THE FUTURE WITH OUR EXPERIENCE! CA- 
BLE TV CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS. QUALITY, SERVICE & 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! VISA/MC/AMEX/C.0.D. 
ACCEPTED. QUANTITY DISCOUNTS. CABLE LINX, INC., MIN- 
NEAPOLIS, MN: 1-800-501-0095. 


PLAZAC SALES INC 


Cable TV Converters - Panasonic and more! Don’t Rent - 
Buy! Professional Service, Good Prices. One Year Warranty 





- Ship C.O.D. Anyone implying theft of service will be 
declined sales. Sorry, no New Jersey sales. Dealers Wanted. 


PLAZAC SALES INC. 
1-800-A-WIRE-4-U (1-800-294-7348) 








SECRET CABLE DESCRAMBLERS! Build your own Descrambler 
for LESS than $12.00 in SEVEN EASY STEPS! RADIO SHACK Parts List 
and FREE Descrambling Methods that COST NOTHING To Try, 
Included, Send $10.00 to: INFORMATION FACTORY, P.O. Box 669, 
Seabrook Texas 77586. For VISA/MC, C.O.D'S, 1-713-922-3512 
Any Time! 

















CABLE TV EQUIPMENT 


Get the latest technology in cable 
converters and descramblers 


© Best prices 

© Save on equipment rental fees 

© Qualit feet ri by brand-name 
manutacturers 

© Friendly personal service 

© Thirty-day money back guarantee 

© All orders delivered fast and conveniently via 


FedEx Economy Two-Day service pense = 


632 W. FLORES, TUCSON, AZ 85705 








Converters 
CA Re L e TV Descramblers 
Accessories 
* BEST Prices 
* Quality merchandise 
by brand name 
manufacturers 
¢ Excellent customer 
service representatives 
¢ Save money by purchasing instead of renting 
* FREE 30 day trial period and 1 year 
warranty. 


Call for your free catalog 
MicroCom Industries 
800/665-2002 


MasterCard ¢ VISA °* AMX e COD 


Dealer 
inquiries 
welcomed! 












NU-TEK 
ELECTRONICS 


Leading the way to excellence 


ST 
ELLE 











You'll appreciate the premium view when you order from us! Call for free catalog 


1-800-841-7835 


Nee 


NU-TEK ELECTRONICS 
offers all major brands of cable TV equipment. 


| Just in time for the holidays! 


























CABLE TV EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES! Wholesalers 
Welcome! 30 Day Moneyback Guarantee! Free Catalog! 
PERFORMANCE ELECTRONICS, INC., 1-800-815-1512. 

TEST MODULES. TRACKER NOW AVAILABLE, LONG ISLAND? TEST 
CHIPS FOR ALL CABLE CONVERTERS. CALL. 1-800-503-9222. 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


* Quantity Discounts ¢ 24 Hour Shipping 
¢ Save Money Don't Rent 
NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICE 
Call Us Last For Best Price 
1-800-677-0321 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied service 
VCI - NO FLORIDA SALES 



















CABLE DESCRAMBLERS/CONVERTERS. ABSOLUTELY THE LOW- 
EST PRICES! NOBODY BEATS US! ALL BRANDS, MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE, 2-YEAR WARRANTY. R P ELECTRONICS: 
1-800-304-3604. 








Cable TV ie sade 
an 
DESCRAMBLERS 







Tell your salesperson you want 

SANTA'S SPECIAL DELIVERY 
&® and receive FREE SHIPPING 
when you purchase a Stargate SST 
by December 13, 1995. 

































STARGATE SST 


Upgradeable card slot 
Volume control ® Parental control 
Audio/Video ports ¢ Sleep timer 


1-800-228 





CALL TODAY FOR OUR FREE CATALOG 






or you can find us on the Internet at 
WWW.register.com/nutek 
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CABLE TV CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS. 
SAVE MONEY! CALL US LAST FOR THE BEST 
PRICES!! ALL BRANDS. 24 HOUR SHIPPING. 
VISA/MC/AMEX/C.0.D. QUANTITY DIS- 
COUNTS. VIDEO CONNECTIONS INC. 
1-800-677-0321. 


CABLE TV TEST CHIPS for Jerrold, Tocom, Pioneer, Scientific 
Atlanta, etc. QUICK INSTALLATION! Now Multi-Mode modules 
available. Prices from $5 each, 1-800-786-9025. 
REVOLUTIONARY TECHNOLOGY. Does all Boxes - For Free 
Catalog Please Call Mega Electronics 1-800/676-6342. 


VIDEO DECEMBER 1995 129 





HAVE A BEEPING SOUND WITH SCRAMBLED VIDEO ON SOME 
CHANNELS?_WE CAN HELP! PROFESSIONAL QUALITY POSI- 
TIVE FILTERS. $22.00 EACH. DISCOUNTS on 5 or MORE. FAST, 
COURTEOUS SERVICE. C.0.D., CREDIT CARDS. CALL 
800-820-8884, EXT. 4888. 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS/CONVERTERS. Jerrolds, Scientific 
Atlantas, Pioneers, Zeniths, Tocoms. Best Prices! Moneyback 
Guarantee! FREE CATALOG! ALLSTAR: 1-800-782-7214. 





SCRAMBLING NEWS Cable and satellite hacking information. 
Free catalog. Voice/FAX 716-874-2088. BBS 716-871-1915, 
dlawson(u localnet.com. SYMBLE AND WILL APPEAR AS AN 
SYMBLE IN THE MAGAZINE. BEST REGARDS- SUZANNE% 





a 


CABLE TV EQUIPMENT 


DESCRAMBLERS 
4 


| KA 
| ELECTRONICS 


7914 W. Dodge Rd. #334 
Omaha, NE 68114 


o7.\ =] =e Pa 
CONVERTERS & 


x 13 MONTH WARRANTY IN WRITING 
x FRIENDLY SERVICE »% 30DAYTRIAL PERIOD 


FOR A FREE CATALOG ORTO PLACE YOUR ORDER CALL: 


1-800-729-1776 


(Kolo) (aDieNeelasleics 
We'll beat anyone's price! 




















~NEW 
All Major Brands + #1 In Customer Service * 30 Day Money Guarantee * 2 Year Warranty 
Call For Price Quote, Please Have Make And Model Number Ready When You Call 









Filters * Converters * Accessories 
Saietel 1-800-379-3976 


Electronics 
WE'LL BEAT ANY PRICE ON CABLE CONVERTERS & DE- 
SCRAMBLERS. SAVE ON EQUIPMENT, CABLE RENTAL FEES, & 
CONNECTION CHARGES. STEALTHS, M-80, ZENITH, ETC. DEALER 
INQUIRES WELCOME. VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER/C.O.D. 
QUALITY ENTERTAINMENT 1(800)-72-BOXES. 


Absolutely The Lowest Prices! 


1-800-203-7077 














SINGERS! fears ’ 


Unlimited, Low Cost, Instantly Available 
Background Music from Origi 
Recordings! Does Everything Karaoke 
does... Better and_gives you the 
Thompson Vocal Eliminator™ 
Free Brochure & Demo Tape.” 
# aoe t VBG f 

arkwa P 7." ; 

Lithonia, GA 30058 i Mt Se 
24 Hour Demo/Info Request Line (404)482-2485-Ext 99 
When You Want Something Better Than Karaoke! 


WIRELESS CABLE - ITFS - MMDS 
ATV - INTERNATIONAL - S-BAND 
Amplifiers * Antennas * Books * Components 
Filters * Systems ¢ Video Products 
° RF Frequency 1990 - 2700 MHz 
* Cable Ready - VHF - UHF Outputs 
* SASE For "FREE" Catalog or Send $1 
PHILLIPS-TECH ELECTRONICS 
PO Box 8533 ¢ Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
CHALLENGER SYSTEM ORDER LINE 800-880-MMDS 
32-Channel S28 Gain CATALOG/INFO 602-947-7700 
Five Year Warranty FAX LINE 602-947-7799 
FREE SHIPPING Visa* M/C * Amx Disc * COD's « Qty Pricing 


ALL MAJOR BRAND LCD PROJECTORS - LOWEST PRICES 
WORLDWIDE!!! ULTRA HIGH-GAIN PROJECTION SCREENS (GAIN 
13,2)! “DEPIXELATION” OPTICS: SEAMLESS, HIGH-RESOLUTION 


PICTURES FROM LCD PROJECTORS!!! POLI-VISION, 187-V CY- 
PRESS, THROOP, PA 18512-1429 (PH: 717-489-3292). 


| _LASERDISCS 
01 LASER VIDEO 


20% OFF 
ON ALL LASERDISCS!!! 
Visa, MasterCard, AMEX, 
Discover, Checks, & COD's. 





The clearest 
picture possible 
playing back 
movies. 
GUARANTEED 
to eliminate [: 
copy protection, 
* No Rolls/Jitters/ 
Flickers/Fading 
© Works on all TV's 
VCR's Beta & Cable 
® Gold Video Connectors 
& Cables Included 
* 1 Year Warranty 
* Money Back Guarantee 


VISION ELECTRONICS 
1-800-562-2252 


2125 S. 156TH CIRCLE * OMAHA, NE 68130 


Ce 








y CABLE T.V. 9 
e EQUIPMENT « 


All makes and models! Low Prices. Quantity 
discounts. FREE CATALOG. C.0.D orders 
accepted. No lilinols orders. 


L&L ELECTRONICS INC. 
1430 Miner Street, Suite 522 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
We Accept MasterCard and Visa 

-800-542-8190 


UPS 2nd Day Air 
With Purchase Of 
Two Or More Discs. 


Fastest Availability On New & Backorder Titles! 
Mon-Fri 9-9 / Sat 1] -9/ Sun 11-6 


YEARS OF CUSTOMER SATISFACTION! 





Phone: (714) 848-4034 Fax: (714) 841-3504 
8780 Wamer Ave.#14, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 





R2/V5/CFT 4 Wire HRC/STD ch. 3/4. Limited time offer. $14.00 
min.10. Visa, MC and COD OK. 1-800-831-2050. 











130 DECEMBER 1995 VIDEO 

















* 42% OFF LASERDISCS + THE LASER IMAGE..SINCE 1980. 5000 
Discs * Image Entertainment Dealer + PH: (970)586-8360 « FAX: 
(970)586-2728. 


ADULT LASERDISCS. Hundreds of titles! Color Catalog: $4.95 
(refundable!), AMERICA PICTURES, Dept. V, 309 Judah, San 
Francisco, CA 94122. (415) 566-1212; Visa/MC 


LASER DISC IMPORTS! USA‘s largest selection of laser video 
discs and NTSC video tapes shipped directly to you anywhere 
in the world. Fax requests to 708/298-7224, 











1000'S OF NEW &.USED LASERDISCS! 


Call our Computer Bulletin Board with your 
modem for daily updates!! 617 894-5990 


Subscribe now to our legendary 


LaserFlash, : 


Since 1984, the most consistent and informative new release 
publication in the industry. Get 11 jam-packed issues, plus our 
1995 yearbook, for $29.95. 
(Yearbook alone: $14.95; Subscription alone $24.95) 
Call or write for free sample issue! 
CASH FOR YOURLDCOLLECTION!! 
NOCOLLECTIONTOO LARGE OR 
TOO SMALL FOR US!! 1 DISC OR 10,000! 
We ship only to N. American & APO/FPO addresses 
. Mass residents add 
1g ht & 


5% Sales Tax 
ound 617 894-8633 


27 Jones Rd., Waltham, MA 02154 











LASER DISCS UP TO 60% OFF! FREE CATALOG. LASER 
EXCHANGE, SUITE #275, 444B BROADWAY, SAUGUS, MA , 
01905-1995. (617)231-8010 


RCA-DSS Defeated! Learn how. Send $1.00, "SNOW" P.O, Box 
22048-DSS, Lansdowne, Stiohn, Canada E2kK 477. 


SATELLITE TV 


NAME BRAND EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES 
Systems * Upgrades * IRDs * Movers * Feeds 
LNBs « 3' to 24' Dishes and much more... 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


1-800-334-6455 
218-739-5231 Int'l 
Skyvision® 
1028 FRONTIER DRIVE FERGUS FALLS_MN 56537 
INSTALL OR UPDATE YOURSELF! 





dais 
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Catalog 








100% Financing 
Available 


$100 SAVINGS! 


on the new 
» RCA 18” 
w. Satellite System 


+ Satieo! 


Financing avoilable with approved credit 
Professional installation required 
Special offer not available for RV's 






FOR THE BEST 
PRICE CALL 


1-800-411-9813 





TRANSFERRING/DUPLICATION 





FOREIGN DIGITAL CONVERSIONS from $19.95 NTSC/PAL/ 
SECAM, VHS, S-VHS, Beta, Hi8. 3D Research, 20120 Route 19, 
Suite 105-274, Cranberry Township, PA 16066 TOLL FREE 
1-800-735-8582. 





DUPLICATIONS/CONVERSIONS 


If you need Video Tapes Duplicated or Foreign Tapes 
Converted, call High-Tech Productions 1-800-662-8336. 














TV GUIDES. CATALOGUES $2.50. TV COLLECTIBLES, MAGAZINES, 
PLAYBOYS, ETC, CATALOGUE $3.00, ROGOFSKY, BOX 107-VM, 
GLEN OAKS, NY 11004. 














Cable Company 
Alienating You? 


Say NO to unearthly 
rental fees! 


Owning your cable 
equipment saves you the 
high cost of monthly 
equipment rental 
charges, and gives you 
control of your TV. 


We havethe Best in 


Everquest* Panasonic*Jerrold* Zenith * Pioneer® Scientific Atlanta* Oake Eagles HamlineTocom 


1 800 624-1150 


Member of 
National Consumer 
Cable Association 
875 S. 72 Street ¢ Omaha, NE 68114 
® JERROLD, STARCOM, PANASONIC, ZENITH, PIONEER, OAK, SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA, EAGLE, HAMLIN, and TOCOM are all 
registered trademarks. All references to the above mentioned Sauipment is for identification purposes only. We are in no way 


implying that any of the products in this advertisement are original equipment. M.D.Electronics is in no way affiliated with the 
above mentioned companies or corporations. 
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IF YOU CAN’T BUY IT - 
BUILD IT 


Gone are the simple days of left and right speakers. Todays systems call 

for rear surround, center channel, subwoofer and even remote satellite speakers. 
This can present problems with space and dollars if you only consider “off the shelf” 
speaker systems. This is where MCM Electronics comes in. 


MCM stocks a large assortment of audio components. 
Our woofers alone include over 150 models. 
Discover MCM and build the system right for you. 








eHuge assortment 
of connection and 


cabinet hardware Over 70 types 


of midranges 
and tweeters 


eWide variety of 
crossovers and 
components eOver 150 


Call today for your free catalog . : 


1-800-434-4330 


Hours: M~F 7 a.m.~ 9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.~ 6 p.m. EST. 


Second day or better shipping to most of the U.S. with 
distribution facilities near Reno, NV and Dayton, OH. 


Pmicms MCM ELECTRONICS? 





| 
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CRM TO Lee i 


650 CONGRESS PARK DR. 
CENTERVILLE, OH 45459-4072 


A PREMIER Company 
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EVERETT COLLECTION 


OFF THE AIR 








Kids’ “teensploitation” 
is nothing new 


TEEN AGING 


HAT’S THE MATTER WITH KIDS THESE DAYS?” THAT MAY BE 
a line from a song in the Elvis-era Bye Bye Birdie, but 
i's a question that has been asked for as long as 
there have been parents. The movie Kids purports to 
answer it with the ultimate “realistic” look at urban 
teenagers. Amoral, self-centered, and violent, the teens in this 
quasi-documentary do nothing but fight, steal, abuse drugs, 
spread HIV, and generally cause parents in the audience to 
gnash their teeth and vow to cancel MTV the minute they can 
get their hands on a phone. 

Many critics were genuinely impressed by the film’s 
perspective, however. | certainly found it scary, but | could 
say the same for a good monster movie. And that’s what Kids 
really is. Director Larry Clark and screenwriter Harmony 
Kohane dwell exclusively on the most downbeat and lurid 
aspects of teen culture, with no 
hint that their subjects have any 
redeeming human qualities. 
And though the nightly news 
regularly tells of horrific 
teen violence, only a few 
psychopaths walk this 
type of completely amoral 
one-way street. 

Though Kids’ quasi- 
documentary style and raw 
dialogue suggest otherwise, 
Clark and Kohane aren't the first 
to tell such a story. Teenagers 
have long been perfect movie 
material—attractive, energetic, 
obsessed with sex, rebellion, 
and rock-and-roll. They're celluloid gold, really, and the genre 
has been known for years as “teensploitation.” Unfortunately, 
these movies are something less than adept at communicat- 
ing the important issues of adolescence. 

It took the movies a while to discover teenagers. Up until 
World War Il, they were treated simply as tall pre-adolescents. 
(How different, really, are the Our Gang kids and The Bowery 
Boys?) It wasn’t until the '40s, when juvenile delinquency 
became a Great American Fear, that Hollywood's portrayal of 
teens made its mark. By the end of the decade, we had Knock 
On Any Door (1949), an A-production that starred John Derek 
as a slum kid who turns to crime to get ahead; it’s the movie 
that gave us the line “Live fast, die young, and leave a good- 
looking corpse.” But the real blast-off came 6 years later, when 
Knock director Nicolas Ray helmed Rebel! Without a Cause. 
The untimely death of James Dean only added resonance to a 
film whose depiction of teens adrift in their own lives touched 
a national nerve. Forty years later, the figure of Jim Stark, 














Light meets night: Fast Times at Ridgemont High (left), Kids 


Alienated Youth, is still an authentic American icon. 

1955's other big hit was The Blackboard Jungle, the 
granddaddy of the dedicated-teacher-reaches-out-to-juvenile- 
delinquents movie. Tame as it now appears, Jungle was the 
Kids of its day—a review in The New York Times called it a 
“full-throated, all-out testimonial to the lurid headlines that 
appear from time to time, reporting acts of terrorism and 
violence by uncontrolled urban youth.” The film also featured 
Bill Haley and His Comets singing “Rock Around the Clock”— 
the first appearance of rock-and-roll in the movies. The 
phenomenal success of the film and the song made American 
media sit up and take notice. 

Samuel Z. Arkoff and James Nicholson were trailblazers. 
They formed American International Pictures, which ground 
out scores of drive-in specials like Reform School Girl (1957), 
Rock All Night (1957), and | Was 
a Teenage Werewolf (1957). 
Other small companies jumped 
on the teen bandwagon. 

Like rock-and-roll, 
teensploitation declined in the 
early 60s, when bland white pop 
stars and beach-party movies 
made the scene. But it 
rebounded much more slowly 
than rock; in fact, the second 
Golden Age of teen movies, 
which arrived in the early 80s, 
took a different course by 
featuring adult-themed movies 
with strong teenage characters. 
The trickle became a flood 
after the unexpected success of Fast Times at Ridgemont 
High (1982), one of the two or three best American movies 
about high school. While the next few years brought their 
share of pap, many better-than-average films for and about 
teens came from the period: Tex (1982), War Games (1983), 
Francis Ford Coppola's The Outsiders (1983) and Rumble Fish 
(1983), Risky Business (1983), John Hughes’ Sixteen Candles 
(1984) and The Breakfast Club (1985). 

Why the 80s? Maybe because kids were the only ones 
going to the movies at that time. Or maybe it was simply 
because there were a lot of talented young actors breaking 
out (pun not intended)—Sean Penn, Matt Dillon, Jennifer 
Jason Leigh, and Tom Cruise had presence to spare. 

Then again, maybe it's just nostalgia on my part. Still, | can’t 
help feeling that in years to come, Kids, with its audacious 
style and one-note content, will be remembered as a 
hysterical cross between A Clockwork Orange and Reefer 
Madness. —M. Faust 
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HOME THEATER SPEAKER CO! 
COSTING SEVERAL TIMES ITS PI 


Soar Arar A $1,546" 


gets you this stunning 


Y ease dr as home theater system consisting of: 
pasthyear MiniMk3, CC-300, ADP-150, and PS-1000'. 


Spectacular performance from Paradigm... 


®) )) Sincemhy9,0; the number one choice for critical listeners! 


' * : 
9seMk3, CC-300, ADP-150, Ps-1000' $1,966" Esprit/BP, CR-450, ADP-150, PS-1200' $2,716" 


B radigm’s advanced R&D and superior component technology yields 
the ultimate in home theater sound. Visit your nearest AUTHORIZED 
PARADIGM DEALER and listen to any of these sensational systems today! 


ENGINEERED FOR Seth RH R 
For more information on other fine Paradigm speakers visit your nearest AUTHORIZED PARADIGM DEALER or write: 
1PO Box 2410 Niagara Falls, NY 14: 905) 632-0180 
*Manufacturer’s FMV retail price. TAIl systems shown include a powered subwoofer. ADIGM, 101 Hanlan Rd. Woodbridge, ON L4L 3P5 (905) 850-2889 
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My, how they’ve grown. 




















Our Diamond Vision Stadium Screen, 

* seen exclusively at 26 of the nation’s top 
stadiums, is among the largest television 
images ever created (over 50 million sports 
fans a year watch one, so it helps to be big). 


Like its big brother, our 40-inch 
tube TV is the only one of its kind, and 
the largest tube TV you can buy, made 
exclusively by Mitsubishi. With a screen 
size of 768 square inches—a full 31% bigger 
than a 35-inch and an overwhelming 
120% bigger than a 27-inch-it brings 
the action from the stadium right into your 


living room. 


at birth? 


But size is just part of the story. Our 





40-inch television also has a brighter 
picture, higher contrast, and a longer life 
than just about anything else out there. 


To own a Diamond Vision Screen, 
you'd have to buy your own stadium. But 
for considerably less, you can experience 
Diamond Vision excitement on the world’s 


only 40-inch tube TV. 


The only place you can buy our 
remarkable 40-inch TV is at an authorized 
Mitsubishi dealer. For the location of one 
in your area, please call 1-800-937-0000, 
Ext. 879. 


«*« MITSUBISHI 


THE BIG SCREEN COMPANY“ 





Our home version, the world’s only 40-inch tube TV. 
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